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FORE WORDFORE WORDFORE WORDFORE WORDFORE WORD

Dalit Sthree Sakthi (DSS) is conducting the State level General Body

meeting this February.   DSS is now 6 years old and is all set to rejuvenate

itself and step into its 7th year of struggle for the rights and entitlements

of dalit women and girl children.  The chief agenda of the General Body

meeting is to take stock of the existing socio-economic-political situation,

review and mull over our accomplishments and setbacks, devise

innovative strategies and tactics to take forward the movement further towards the envisioned

goals.

The year that passed by after last General Body meeting, presents a demeaning and discouraging

political scenario, without any appreciable progress in the political and economic situation of the

State.  The political instability created in the context of Telangana agitation continues to remain

unresolved, even worsened.  Brazen political opportunism, partisan politics, politics for personal

aggrandizement have nakedly come to the fore and mutual bickering among the political parties

without any qualms seems to be the order of the day.   The contradictions among the political

parties, their mutual tirades against each other reached its acme.  It has become common knowledge

for the people of the State that all political parties are aiming at power only for self aggrandizement

and there is none with any vision, commitment or agenda for the progress of the country/state or

people.  People know very clearly that these parties are vying against each other day in and day out

with the worst possible accusations and counter accusations, court cases, CBI enquiries only to

surpass the other in the race for political power and none of them is sincere in their so called anti-

corruption talk.   People are so vexed with the vacuum in political arena now that they are looking

with all eagerness now than ever during the post independence period for an alternative political

paradigm.  Recently when anti-corruption social movement was launched by Anna Hazare, a self

proclaimed Gandhian, people responded positively, but the movement of Anna Hazare was deficient

in many ways and failed  to inspire the masses, particularly, the dalits and dalit women.  The

movement had many limitations and was flawed in various aspects and as such it was confined only

among the netizens and upper echelons of the society.  There were other questions like its partisan

nature towards parties known for their religious moorings.

In the context of an all-round deterioration of values, appalling political scenario there is an urgent

historic necessity for the emergence of a healthy, pro-people political alternative to save the nation

and people.   Dalit movement should take up this mantle and come forward to provide a real,

sincere and practicable political alternative.  Though attempts by a few committed sections are

being made, there is urgent need to ponder over and debate for a viable, practical, paradigm shift for

Annual Report - 2011 Dalit Sthree Sakthii



the progress of the nation and amelioration of the masses, particularly women and children. Hence

there is a need for all dalit forces to unite and work for democratization of the polity.

While this is the scenario on the political front, the economic situation is even worse.  At the global

level, the US and European economies are on their all time brink.  To salvage themselves from the

economic crisis, America and NATO countries are waging direct and proxy wars all over the world

in brazen violation of all international norms, while the corporate of these countries are openly

looting the natural resources world over. The dwindling economies of these developed countries

are impacting our economy also as our economy got linked to and dependant on them in the name

of globalization. The value of Indian rupee has fallen down making the lives of the poor utterly

miserable due to high cost of all essential commodities. The farm suicides of peasantry all over the

country due to all round exploitation have reached all time high.   Rural impoverishment is driving

the landless dalits and women to migrate to urban areas in search of wage labour, mostly as

construction workers.  This entire section of populace is leading near animal existence in congested,

unhygienic slums comparable to ghettos.  While this is the plight of the mass of dalit and other

backward sections, the allocations in the budget for their amelioration is not even a drop in the

ocean.  But one will be shocked to know the lion’s share of the budget allocated to the corporate

bailout packages, which is put at Rs. 4.60 lakhs of crores during 2011-12 according to Mr.P. Sainath

of the Hindu. This quantum is many times more than the entire budget allocations made to dalit and

women welfare, education, health, agriculture sector etc all put together.  This is clear proof of the

stark fact that his government is representative of only the one percent corporate sector and not the

remaining 99% of populace. This calls for 99% of the Indians also to launch a protest movement

akin to the ‘Occupy Wall Street’ movement of United States.

In the light of the above politico-economic state of affairs, DSS has been continuously working for

the promotion and protection of dalit women rights and entitlements during the past 6 years.  DSS

has been striving to unite and facilitate the dalit women to struggle for their rights away from the

tide of opportunistic and vote bank politics.  We, as a force exposed about 80 odd various categories

of violations of rights of dalit women and girl children and launched legal actions.  We conducted

public hearings of these violations in the concerned districts with the involvement of the officials

thereby enlightening the administration about the actual reality at the ground level.  Continuous

trainings were imparted to dalit women and girl children on the political and economic situation of

the country, so that they become aware of the macro reality.  Likewise trainings on the functioning

of the legal system and various relevant laws were conducted to increase their awareness on their

rights.  Campaigns on the plight of dalit women and girl children were conducted to sensitize the

public at large on the question of justice, equality and equity for dalit women and girl children.  One

such major campaign was a tour along the state on road covering 4567 kilometers for 10 days with
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60 member team of dalit women activists.  During this campaign we were able to interact with a

large number of dalit women and girl children in their own villages along the length and breadth of

the state.  DSS took up the issue of rural employment guarantee scheme by conducting surveys and

plugging the loopholes, thereby benefitting many beneficiaries.  Survey was conducted on the

despicable situation of social welfare hostels, schools and anganwadi centres and a programme of

action was designed to struggle for the all-round betterment of these institutions.  Similarly, activities

like sending petitions to various human rights commissions on the incidents of violations of rights,

participating in district vigilance and monitoring committees, coordinating with other rights

organizations for mustering their support for the rights of dalit women and girl children etc were

actively implemented by DSS.  As a result of our consistent efforts as above, the dalit women

collectives in the area of operation are able to articulate and come forward to struggle for their

rights and are able to demand that constitution and laws be implemented properly.  These women

are moving in the direction of a future alternative political action.  We can confidently assert that we

are able to draw the attention of the public at large towards the cause of dalit women and girl

children during the past 6 years with our concerted campaigns, public hearings, monitoring and

other activities and thereby initiate a debate about the dalit women situation in the State.  In this

light we are conducting our 6th State General Body meeting to review our successes, setbacks and

plan for a more vigorous phase of work towards the cause of justice of dalit women and girl children.

In our journey we got support from various quarters, like other mass organizations, officials, media

and all democratic forces. We gratefully acknowledge every one for their support and look forward

for their continued support.

(G.JHANSI)

Convener

Dalit Sthree Sakthi
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GREETINGS

For me it has been a privilege to know lawyer and human rights and Dalit

rights leader and defender Ms. Geddam Jhansi, Convener, Dalit Sthree Sakthi

and of the crucial work she, her organisation and her fellow activists have

been doing for and among the Dalit women of our state. In Mr. G.D.V. Prakash,

Dalit Sthree Sakthi has a tireless legal mind that assists, as a male, the

organisation in its search for justice, equity and equality for the Dalit women.

The work that Dalit Sthree Sakthi has given itself is arduous and gruelling at

the best of times because it is about the rights of a community long oppressed by the sanction of

society, and about the rights of individual Dalit women violently oppressed as a matter of routine by

the society, including at home. Often, we hear of the double burden of women but where the Dalit

women are concerned it is multiple burden carried in lives that face, on a daily basis, multiple

crises. These crises revolve around chronic hunger, child bearing and rearing under the most adverse

circumstances, sexual harassment, gross physical and mental violence and cruelty, grave short

comings and inequality in all educational and health matters and a complete absence of any sort of

permanence in regard to their livelihood interests, dignity and human security. In their very nature,

struggles of women are very private but solutions to such struggles are never going to be easy

unless fought for in public. Fighting them in the public domain is of course easier said than actually

done. Such a public fight calls for organisational resources like financial and highly specialised

human resources skilled in Constitutional and legal subtleties and above all else group strength

against societal forces that are fully and permanently geared to preserve and perpetuate, with impunity,

age old dominance built on discrimination and economic and muscle strength. This is the size and

complexity of the work that the Dalit Sthree Sakthi has taken upon itself and discharging so creditably.

The entire civil society must realise that this task and responsibility should not be exclusively the

burden of the dalit activists but that of the rest of the society as well in an inclusive paradigm. Such

support has actually come from many women’s organisations but more needs to be done.

Dalit Sthree Sakthi is fighting its public battles on several fronts based on investigations into a

plethora of issues of injustice all around the State exemplified by individual cases of victimisation

related to land in the context of right to cultivation, house sites, burial grounds and other rights;
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cheating, rape, false implication in criminal and civil cases, humiliation at the hands of the State

machinery that is expected provide protection including of girl children in educational institutions,

mass violence at the hands of dominant communities, dowry cases within the community itself,

obstructing the implementation of the women’s reservation policy in Constitutionally decentralised

institutions and the humiliating practice of untouchability openly in rural areas and not so openly in

urban areas. The Dalit Sthree Sakthi has done this work in the villages and in public against odds

and brings these before the public by way of round tables and public hearings before juries of

persons of social commitment headed by renowned and eminent jurists like Mr. Justice Ramaswamy

and legal luminaries like Mr. Bojja Tharakam, leading to a variety of recommendations that take

forward the struggle of the deprived to the next level on the social, administrative and judicial

fronts that yet again mobilises and strengthens the oppressed for further struggle. These have also

led to strengthening of the legal and technical methods by which rights activists can enhance their

work such as demands to use timely and appropriate DNA tests, filing charge sheets under proper

legal provisions without delay, training Panchyat Raj leaders, focusing issues through the media,

confiscation of the assets of the accused in mob attacks, generating awareness in the youth, sensitize

the district authorities, and striving for co-ordination between government agencies like revenue,

police and medical and health departments.

 As one, who has participated in these efforts in a very small way I know how objective and fearless

this movement has been in identifying problems and therefore support not only their value but urge

the need to strengthen and expand these efforts in the days to come. These efforts have even filled

certain important gaps in the Indian feminist movement. The future efforts should focus on all the

human rights of the Dalit woman from the time she is conceived in the mother’s womb, through her

right to Education at all stages, to her role as a full citizen in her adult life.

I wish the Dalit Sthree Sakthi greater successes in its efforts in the years to come and appeal to all

persons of good conscience regardless of caste and creed to support these efforts at Equality and

self-respect so the Dalit women would gain in the near future an empowerment that enables their

exercising all their rights on their own fully, and autonomously.

K. R. Venugopal IAS (RETD)

Formerly Secretary to the Prime Minister and

Special Rapporteur, National Human Rights Commission.
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GREETINGS

The travails of the dalit women in Indian society are from times immemorial.

Sitting in the lowest rung of the society, they could be easily exploited without

any fear of punishment. It is surprising how today with all the due protection and

equality given under the Constitution and specfic laws, these dalit women still

continue to be exploited by the men of other communities. Many a time neither

the village nor the society nor the legal system gives them the required strength or the courage to

stand up to their rights. Though some improvement is taking place there is still a lot to be done.

Dalit Stree Shakti is sincerely and relentlesly working on reducing this gap their dedication in

helping the victims in fighting for their rights and building a more strong and vigilant women

groups is commendable. I congratulate Dalit Stree Shakti for the good work done and wish them all

succes in their future.
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TTTTTrainingsrainingsrainingsrainingsrainings
Basic knowledge of democratic process, constitutional provisions and beneficiary enactments is a

pre-condition for the dalit women for asserting rights and claiming their entitlements within the

constitutional frame work.  Without a grasp of at least an outline of the legal framework, the dalit

women can not articulate and demand for justice when faced with violations.  All the forces of state

and vested interests hoodwink the dalit women victims about the procedures and processes and

help the violator escape the due process of law.  For this reason, DSS has been imparting not only

knowledge of theory and reality of the dalit situation, the legal process but also the procedure and

techniques to struggle for getting justice in the legal process.  The women collectives are exposed

to rigorous trainings on basic laws relating to women and dalits, concept of human rights, constitution

and beneficiary legislation like the SC, ST (POA) Act, rules etc.  Trainings  are interwoven with all

activities in addition to exclusive training classes. Subject specialists with knowledge of dalit situation

were invited as resource persons for training the staff members, women collective members and

dalit women. Similarly awareness camps were organised for the youth and they were imparted

knowledge on prevailing political, economical and social conditions. We have also tried to bring in

awareness on the Acts and other aspects   through posters and handbills. As continuation of the

trainings, a handy compendium of all essential aspects of important legislation concerning women,

children, dalits, was also published in telugu language.   This serves as a hand book for all the

activists to refresh their  knowledge while in action or in dealing  with a situation or drafting a

complaint. Trainings conducted to staff and women collective members during the year ended are

as follows:
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News Paper Clippings
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Annual General Body Conferences at the district and state level is an important activity for any

organization and DSS also gives this events the importance it deserves.  For most of the organizations

it is an occasion for show of strength and is done routinely.  DSS, however, planned these events to

sensitize the concerned officials, the dalit women  and the society in general.  With this objective

DSS conducted these conferences  on a very serious note and designed them in such a way to enable

the active participation of all. District and State level public hearings were organized to coincide

with district and state conferences. Thus these events generated the discussion on dalit women

issues and the working of legal system. By inviting the government officials and intellectuals to the

public hearings, DSS could draw their attention to the ground reality so that they can be motivated

to take remedial measures in favour of the victims.

State level Public Hearing

Dalit Sthree Sakthi has organized a Public Hearing on the violence against dalit women and girl

children at Indhira Park ( Dharna Chowk) Hyderabad on 4th March 2011. 15 cases were presented

before the jury in which the victims themselves have narrated their agony before the jury amidst a

large gathering, print and electronic media. The jury was constituted with eminent personalities

Annual ConferencesAnnual ConferencesAnnual ConferencesAnnual ConferencesAnnual Conferences

like:  Sri Justice K. Ramaswamy, Supreme Court

Judge (Retd), Sri KR Venu Gopal, IAS, former Chief

Secretary to Prime minister, Sri B Anand Kumar,

Country Director – Christian Aid, Sri  R Subba Rao,

IAS, Secretary – State SC/ST Commission, Sri B

Ajay Kumar, Senior Investigator – National SC

Commission, Sri Rama Melkote –State Advisor to

National food Security Council, Sri  Manisha Bangar,

National Convener – Mulnivasi Sangh, Sri Kalpana

Victim narrating her agony before the jury in state level

Public Hearing

Kannabhiran – Director, Chityala Ilamma Centre for Inter Disciplinary Research, Sri Lalitha Iyer –

Principal Correspondent, The Week, Sri  Siddhojji,  Director – AP Study circle, Sri  M M Vinodini,

Professor – Vemana University.

A jury kit containing the details of all the 15 cases including the present status and a brief note on

the ground realities of anganwadi centres, schools and government hostels was given to the jury

members and the media.
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The major cases presented before the jury members are as follows:

1. P Suvarna (Cheating and desertion)

2. T Radha Rani (Caste abuse, sexual harassment and harassment at work place)

3. R Triveni (Attack, gang rape and death)

4. P Renuka(Caste abuse, discrimination, abetment to suicide)

5. I Lova (Cheating, sexual harassment)

6. Mass attack on Dusurkunta Thanda tribals

7. S Hemalatha (Cheating, sexual exploitation)

8. Attack on dalits of Chenvelli

9. Ch Mounika(Cheating, sexual harassment)

10. K Sagara Mary (Murder)

11. V.Divya Sri (Cheating, sexual harassment)

12. M. Krishnaveni (Caste discrimination, harassment)

13. Land alienation of dalits in Vaivaka

14. Swetha and Sony (Discrimination in school, harassment)

15. House site dispute of Yellakonda dalits

Recommendations made by the Jury: After hearing each and every case, the jury have expressed

dismay over the injustice, the failure of the entire society and the irresponsible behaviour of the

concerned enforcing agencies. They thoroughly examined all the cases, promised to follow up

these cases as a model and gave recommendations case wise as follows:

¯ Sanction of Compensation & Rehabilitation on time

¯ Charge sheet to be filed with proper sections on time without causing any delay by showing

some or the other reason.

¯ Action against the concerned officers U/s 4 of SC/ST (PoA) Act

¯ Stringent punishment for  wilful negligence of police, especially in the cases pertaining to

sexual exploitation if there is unreasonable delay in conducting DNA test

¯ In cases where necessary,  DNA test should be conducted to the victim women during

pregnancy itself

¯ Taking all added facts into consideration as circumstantial evidences and ensure maximum

punishment

¯ To form committees at respective levels to access justice

¯ To Provide judicial powers to Commissions

¯ Making an elected representative accountable to discharge his duties and making them liable

U/s 186, 187 and 189 of IPC if they fail to discharge their duties.
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¯ To sensitize all that reservations are right and to see that  dalits are not discriminated in

Education, Employment and Political sectors

¯ Form committees at respective levels to access justice

¯ The discrimination of dalit children in educational institutions to be seen as organized crime

¯ Condemned the forcible formation of peace committees after the mass attacks to compel

for compromise

¯ To reprimand sternly the concerned officers for not being able to register the SC/ST sections

properly in the FIR

¯ To give possession of house site and houses to dalit women

¯ Repeatedly update the state level authorities to curtail violence

¯ Co-ordination between the line departments such as police, revenue, medical, judiciary, etc.

¯ Effective and regular functioning of Vigilance & Monitoring Committees at respective levels.

¯ Effective implementation of the recommendation of Justice Punnaiah Commission.

¯ Allocation of budget under SC/ST Sub Plan, segregation of budget separately for dalit women

and girl children and spend the budget through a separate nodal agency.

The jury decided to represent the dalit situation as can be found through these cases to the President,

Prime Minister, Chairperson-UPA and Ministry of Social Justice, Chief Minister, Home Minister,

Chief Justice and the DGP seeking their intervention to remedy the injustice done to dalit women

and girl children in the state.

5th Annual State Conference

A public meeting was organised on 5th March at Hyderabad on the eve of 5th Annual State Conference.

The meeting was presided over by Jhansi Geddam, Convener DSS. The other dignitaries on the

dias were B Anand Kumar – Country Director, Christian Aid, A Bharat Bhushan – CPTM, SC

Railway, R Subba Rao, IAS – Secretary, State SC/ST Commission, Vasantha Kannabhiran – Director

Asmitha, Jhansi KV Kumari –

Program Officer, All India Radio,

Pushpa Chakrapani – Professor,

Ambedkar Open University, MM

Vinodini – Professor, Vemana

University, Girija Augustine – General

Council Member, AP University of

Law, J Subhadra – Poet and writer, K

Satyavathi – Directer Bhoomika, B

Girija – women activist, K Sajaya –
Songs book being released during 5th Annual State Conference
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CCC,  Sunitha Prasad – Director SRACO and Ramchandraiah – Former Member of Parliament.

Jhansi in her presidential address reviewed the work done by DSS during the past 5 years and

explained how the systematic and hard work yielded results in a short period. The organisation got

good recognition in the state, among the various govt departments, political parties within short

period. Initially the village dalit women were not articulate and were not able to come out on social

issues, they even felt shy to spell out our names, were confined to homes, but today they have

grown up to a formidable force and are conversant about various Acts, rights, identifying issues

themselves and addressing them.  The dalit women are able to raise  voices at state level. DSS takes

pride in saying that the dependency of dalit women on others in the target area has come down a lot

and they are able to tackle issues on their own. They are further able to come to a stage of talking to

the collectors and SPs over  phone. In general DSS always speak out about our problems and never

even think of our achievements. We proudly announce that we have brought out a good book on the

successes achieved by us and which will be released today.

Release of Books: Two books and annual report,  portraying DSS & its work, the dalit reality as the

dalit women are taking strides and are becoming more and more articulate are brought out by DSS.

In the first book, the experiences of dalit women as they unfolded in the course of their struggle for

equity and justice are narrated and this book  titled “Dalit Women March Ahead: Success Stories”

was released by B. Anand Kumar.  He released the book and gave the first copy to Convener of DSS

Jhansi Geddam. The second one, Annual Report of 2010 was released by Sri.R Subba Rao and the

first copy was given to one of the dalit women victim Ms.Pitla Suvarna. The third, ‘Dalit Women

Songs’ was released by Ms.Girija Augustine and the first copy was given to DSS Cultural team.

The dignitaries on the dias addressing the gathering have appreciated the tremendous work done by

DSS in very short time and they noted that it was not  easy to mobilize thousands of dalit women

leaders. They added DSS is doing the work which ought to be done by the government and it is

appreciable that the women collectives are working

in the light of Ambedkar ideology. They asserted that

reservation is a right provided to the downtrodden

by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in the constitution and it is

not anybody’s kindness. They enlightened the

audience that dalits have every right to utilise

reservations to the optimum level and that it is the

responsibility of the government to implement

reservations in accordance with the letter and spirit

of the constitution. They pointed the need to put an
Team members and women collectives reading out the

declaration in the 5th Annual State Conference
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end to the caste based discrimination against the dalit girl children. They have said that the work

done by DSS is commendable such as agitating for our constitutional rights, make the government

machinery to function and be accountable. The speakers have said that DSS has united the dalit

women in a constructive and big way which no other movements have done, bring in awareness to

them, protecting the dalit girl children from all sorts of exploitation.  They have applauded that the

movement of DSS as the only one in the state which will grow as a commanding force and it has

formed as a powerful platform for the dalit women in the state.

Declaration: Later the declaration was read out and was pledged by the team members and state

women collective members as follows:

± To strengthen the women collectives in all the 1200 villages.

± To bring in change in the perspective of the police and judiciary to restrain violence and violations

against dalit women and girl children.

± To accomplish the women collectives in socio-economic and political aspects to mainstream

the dalit women.

± To continuously monitor the educational and other sectors for qualitative childhood to dalit girl

children.

± To give ample space for men in achieving equality to women.

± To organize awareness camps to the youth to bring them out from the vicious culture and

impart knowledge on Ambedkar ideology.

± To strengthen the dalit women elected to Panchyat Raj and lend a helping hand to them.

± Enthralling songs, skits and various other programmes of the cultural team followed the meeting.

6th Annual District Conferences - Public Hearings

Public Hearings on violence against dalit women and girl children were organized in all the districts

on the eve of 6th Annual District Conferences from 30th November to 15th December 2011. The main

objective of these public hearings was to bring the victims, witnesses and the district officials of

concerned departments on to the same platform in order to speed up access to justice, sensitize the

officials, and further strengthen the advocacy & lobby and much visibility for the cause. These

public hearings were held in Ranga Reddy & Hyderabad districts on November 30th, at Krishna

district on 7th December, at Guntur district on 8th December, at West Godavari on 13th December, at

East Godavari district on 14th December and at Visakhapatnam on 15th December. The details of

public hearings district wise are as follows:

Ranga Reddy and Hyderabad Districts: The Public Hearing of these 2 districts was organized

together at Hyderabad in Parwana Hall, Abids, Hyderabad. Victims and witnesses of 6 major cases
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of violence, violations in the anganwadi centres, government schools, social welfare hostels and

the findings of the study on the dalit girl children in specific to these two districts and entitlements

were presented before the jury. Deputy Commissioner of Police-Crimes, Deputy Director-Social

Welfare Department, Superintendent-Woman & Child Welfare Department, Executive Officer-SC

Corporation, APM-Gender Wing of District Rural Development Authority, APO – District Water

Management Agency, GCDO – Rajiv Vidya

Mission and District Educational Officer has

attended as jury members. The responses of

the participating officers are as follows :

µ Knowledge is important and meetings of

this type give us abundant knowledge and

information

µ SC/ST (PoA) Act is a valuable weapon in

the hands of the dalits and it should be

utilized to the optimum level

µ Referring to the cases of Triveni and Hemalatha, sec 3(2)(V) has been added after investigation,

which shows the firmness of the police in effective implementation of this Act.

µ This platform has given us a scope to know the gaps from our side.

µ The interaction with the victims and the jury kits enlightened us about the lack of coordination

among the concerned departments and the delay caused in the payment of compensation, relief

and rehabilitation.

µ The officials of the concerned departments have clearly explained about the role of their

respective departments.

µ The concerned officers gave assurance to the victims to resolve the gaps as early as possible

µ Hundreds of dalit women assembling for a common cause itself is appreciable and also sends a

strong message for the concerned officials and a warning to the violators.

µ The concerned departments have assured to access their schemes.

Krishna District: The public hearing was held in Indian Medical Association Hall at Machilipatnam.

Victims and witnesses of 7 major cases of violence, violations in the anganwadi centres, government

schools, social welfare hostels and the findings of the study on the dalit girl children in specific to

this district and entitlements were presented before the jury. Addl Supdt of Police, Joint Director-

Social Welfare Department, Project Director - Woman & Child Welfare Department, PO – Rajiv

Vidya Mission and Addl Sessions Judge & Secretary District Legal Services Authority have attended

as the jury members. The responses of the concerned officers are as follows:

DCP-Crimes addressing in the Public Hearing of Ranga

Reddy district and other officials on the dais
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­ The issues pertaining to the schools mentioned in the jury kit shall be addressed immediately;

likewise the remaining issues in general will be resolved in the process.

­ The agony of the victims is well understood and we promise to see that these things will not

recur and assure to solve the gaps identified case wise.

­ The compensation and rehabilitation pending from the women & child welfare department in

the rape cases will be followed up at the head office and the payment will be arranged soon.

­ SWD will play a lead role, bring in coordination between the line departments, organize district

vigilance & monitoring committee meeting effectively, make the payments on time and rectify

the violations of the respective hostels immediately

­ The issues brought out anganwadi centre wise will be solved within 3 months

­ A notice to the concerned officers will be issued pertaining to all the cases and issues mentioned

in the jury kit by the Legal Services Authority

Guntur District: The public hearing was held in Conference hall of SC Corporation at Guntur.

Victims and witnesses of 8 major cases of violence, violations in the anganwadi centres, government

schools, social welfare hostels and the findings of the study on the dalit girl children in specific to

this district and entitlements were presented before the jury. District Social Welfare Officer, Project

Director - Woman & Child Welfare Department, Executive Director - SC Corporation, PO – Rajiv

Vidya Mission and Integrated Child Development Officer have attended as the jury members. The

responses of the duty bearers are as follows:

è The compensation and rehabilitation pending from the women & child welfare department will

be paid immediately to the victims; similarly all the issues pertaining to the anganwadi centres

including shifting of the centres to dalit colonies will be done within a month.

è The pending compensation from SWD will be sanctioned immediately and directions will be

issued to the concerned officers for necessary and immediate action.

è Woman and Child Welfare Department will provide free residential education to all the children

of rape victims.

è The issues pertaining to the social welfare hostels will be solved immediately as already some

are in the process.

è The infrastructural issues pertaining to the schools will be solved before the next academic

year.

è SC Corporation has assured to give financial assistance for income generation programs to

women collectives
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West Godavari District: The public hearing was held in Conference hall of Hotel Madhulatha at

Eluru. Victims and witnesses of 6 major cases of violence, violations in the anganwadi centres,

government schools, social welfare hostels and the findings of the study on the dalit girl children in

specific to this district and entitlements were presented before the jury. DSP (Woman) Eluru, Joint

Director Social Welfare Department, Project Director - Woman & Child Welfare Department, PO –

Rajiv Vidya Mission and Integrated Child Development Officer, Inspector Prohibition & Excise,

Audit officer, President Teachers Association, Rtd Principal Manisingh have attended as the jury

members. The responses of the jury members are as follows :

ª The police department has assured to take immediate action having heard from the victims

whose cases have not been registered.

ª The investigation will be speeded up in the 2 murder cases and rape case

ª The delay caused in giving the medical report for rape cases will be sorted out through continues

follow up as the payment of compensation is being delayed due to the medical reports

ª The issues in all the anganwadi centres will be resolved in this financial year.

ª The issues in the schools will be solved before the next academic year

ª The prohibition and excise department will take all necessary actions for the closure of belt

shops in dalit colonies.

East Godavari District: The public hearing was held in Officers Club at Kakinada. Victims and

witnesses of 8 major cases of violence, violations in the anganwadi centres, government schools,

DSP addressing in the Public Hearing of East Godavari

district and other officials on the dais

social welfare hostels and the findings of the

study on the dalit girl children in specific to

this district and entitlements were presented

before the jury. DSP (Women) Kakinada, Joint

Director - Social Welfare Department, ED -

SC Corporation, Project Director- Woman &

Child Welfare Department, PO –Rajiv Vidya

Mission, Heads of the various dalit organizations has attended as the jury members. The responses

of the jury members are as follows :

ð The SHOs and Inspectors will be sensitised for effective implementation of the Act.

ð The gaps identified will be solved by the respective departments and justice will be done to the

victims.

ð All the departments, organizations and dalit women in specific need to wage an united ideological

struggle against the social prejudices and male dominant perspective of society wherein the
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women are  being treated as commodity and a price being fixed for her whenever her rights are

violated.

ð The victims and witnesses need to be strengthened through orientation in order to reduce the

acquittal rate.

ð To sensitize the concerned officers and continuously follow up case wise or issue wise

Visakhapatnam: The public hearing was held in Youth Hostel at Visakhapatnam. Victims and

witnesses pertaining to major cases of violence presented their agony, violations in the anganwadi

centres, government schools, social welfare hostels and the findings of the study on the dalit girl

children in specific to this district and issues relating to entitlements were presented before the jury.

Addl. Joint Collector, Deputy Director-Social Welfare Department, ED-SC Corporation, Project

Director - Woman & Child Welfare Department, PO-Rajiv Vidya Mission, DSP (Women)

Visakhapatnam, Heads of the various dalit organizations, Prof Sudha–AP University of Law have

attended as the jury members. The responses of the jury members are as follows:

µ All the cases and the violations presented will be solved with immediate effect by bringing

them to the notice of the Collector.

µ This public hearing has brought sensitization in us and definitely all the participants will gain

much knowledge.

µ Direct interaction with the victims increases the responsibility and reminds of the accountability.

µ The interaction with DSS like this type of meeting for the second time was helpful to our

department

µ The help desk of the police department will put much emphasis on these cases and do justice to

the victims

µ We need to fight against the corporatization and commercialization of education as it is denying

education to poorer sections of the community

µ Such a large number of dalit women gathering together, bringing the victims and demanding

for justice in front of the concerned officers is amazing and proves that DSS is going on a right

path in mainstreaming the dalit women and girl children

Recommendations :

¤ Raised the voice for policy level change in making the payment of compensation directly by

Social Welfare Department

¤ Social Welfare Department to play a lead role and ensure coordination among the concerned

departments in atrocity cases for speedy justice

¤ Women & Child Welfare Department to make payment of compensation directly as the present

procedure is consuming much time.
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¤ Women & Child Welfare Department to pay compensation and provide rehabilitation in murder

cases of intra community violence

¤ Judiciary and Police departments to review the quash petitions, stay orders and anticipatory

bails given against SC/ST (PoA) Act and restrain the present practice

Impact :

t Confidence levels increased among the victims and witnesses

t Increase in the accountability of the concerned departments

t Officials sensitised towards the cause

t Linkages strengthened with the district officials

t Much visibility for the women collectives at district level

t Much visibility for the cause through print and electronic media

Inspector of Police addressing in the Public Hearing of Visakhapatnam district, Daniel Prakash-Programme Manager

detailing about the cases, Joint Collector, JD-Social Welfare Dept and Prof Sudha-APUL on the dais
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Women Collective leaders and dalit women in district public hearings

DSP, other district officials and SC Employee associations

in the public hearing at West Godavari district

District officials on the dais in the public hearing at

Krishna district

The victims expressing their agony before the jury in the district public hearings
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District officials of various departments and Convener of DSS on the dais in the public hearing at Guntur district

Cultural team singing songs
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News Paper Clippings
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Dalit Sthree Sakthi has laid special emphasis on the situation of dalit girl children by striving to

create awareness among the dalit women on one side and on the other side to concentrate on the

dalit girl children.  Main cause of dalit women exploitation for generations has been their illiteracy

and the resultant lack of awareness and assertiveness.  DSS embarked up on activities to see that the

present generation of dalit girl children do not grow as illiterate, daily laborers and being exploited

like the women of previous generation.  Towards this objective, DSS has taken up many activities

last year to provide qualitative childhood to the dalit girl children. To make the dalit girl child as the

potential leaders we need to provide them qualitative education from childhood. They can oppose

all sorts of exploitation only when they are educated. That is why we have focused mainly on

transforming the anganwadi centres, government schools, social welfare hostels so that proper

education is provided since childhood and a conducive atmosphere is provided  for a healthy growth

of  the girl children.   As part of implementing activities to realize this objective, firstly we conducted

a study on the situation of dalit girl children vis-à-vis anganwadi centres, government schools,

social welfare hostels and having made an assessment of the realistic situation, we implemented

various activities designed to bring  about changes in these institutions. We capacitated and facilitated

the dalit girl children through awareness and other activities  in such a way that they can  work for

the improvement of the situation in the social welfare hostels on their own.

Activities to sensitize the parents, the community and society in general towards the need to transform

the above institutions so as to secure qualitative child hood for the dalit girl children have been

implemented.  We conducted activities to create awareness among the parents on the education of

girl children. Through Rathayatra and other campaign activities we could impact the society at

large by generating debate on the plight of dalit girl children. We have taken up activities to create

awareness among the dalit girl children against the vicious culture of consumerism and high life

styles, so that they do not fall prey to inducements and get cheated in life.   Similarly,  we have

intervened with police and judicial departments in such a way that they are motivated to take stern

legal action on the perpetrators of various crimes against the dalit girl children and those who

exploit them.  We have strived to improve the situations in the anganwadi centres, government

schools and social welfare hostels by bringing the irregularities to the notice of the concerned

officials and much visibility through print and electronic media. Necessary trainings were given to

the staff and women collectives in order to keep an eye continuously on these institutions. Our

efforts have paved way and some of the issues in these institutions were resolved, likewise legal

actions were taken against the staff for violating the rights.

Activities on Dalit Girl ChildrenActivities on Dalit Girl ChildrenActivities on Dalit Girl ChildrenActivities on Dalit Girl ChildrenActivities on Dalit Girl Children
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DSS has demanded to increase the budgetary allocations for improving the infrastructure in

anganwadi centres, government schools and social welfare hostels. Apart from implementing these

activities in a planned way, DSS has also filed a PIL (Public Interest Litigation) in the High Court of

Andhra Pradesh.   In this context, presented below are some of the important activities taken-up

during the previous year.

Anganwadi Centres:

Dalit Sthree Sakthi has been continuously visiting 200 centres spread over 7 districts of its area of

operation and have been making every effort to change the situation. Altogether 103 issues were

identified in these anganwadi centres and taken to the notice of the concerned officials. Main issues

were: Rented premises/congested/dungeon rooms, buildings in bad condition, lack of facilities

such as drinking water, toilets & toys, lack of staff, centres not being conducted properly, poor

attendance, centers of dalit colonies shifted to other areas, centres being run in the houses of

anganwadi teachers though proper facilities are not there, in some centres dalit girl children are

discriminated. 54 issues out of 103 have been resolved. With the help of continuous monitoring of

the centres by the women collectives of the respective villages we could ensure that nutritious food

is given to dalit girl children.

Incident in the school at Visakhapatnam

Government Schools:

157 government schools spread over 7 districts are being monitored regularly to improve the situation

and provide quality education and other facilities to the children. 97 issues were identified and

drums, forcing the children to fetch water, discrimination etc. 13 issues were resolved and we could

mainly improve the mid-day meals through the continuous monitoring by staff and the women

taken to the notice of the

concerned officials. Main

issues: Inadequate class rooms,

lack of facilities such as

benches, drinking water, toilets,

electricity, compound wall, play

ground & playing material,

inadequate staff, lack of

qualitative education, lack of

good relations between the

teachers and the students,

forcing the children to clean the

class rooms, toilets & water
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collectives. In some places we could get the arrangements done for cooking and stop the things

such as making the children to clean the utensils etc. Similarly we could also curtail caste

discrimination during mid day meals.

The school management committee has to send proposals on the requirements pertaining to the

school every year to Rajiv Vidya Mission/ Sarva Siksha Abhayan. We created awareness to our

women collectives on this process and ensured that proper proposal would be sent to Rajiv Vidya

Mission (RVM). Likewise we have also strived to resolve some issues by taking to the notice of the

officials of RVM at district and state level, in this process our main focus was on separate toilets for

girl children and drinking water facility.

School Management Committee (SMC) :

DSS has made all the efforts for the formation of SMCs in all the schools as per the RTE Act; the

committees are constituted as per norms to ensure the presence of dalit women in these committees.

The women collectives were strengthened to discharge their responsibilities in an effective way.

Social Welfare Girls Hostel in Malkajgiri

space, buildings in bad shape, no proper food, vacancy of warden posts, unhygienic conditions,

forcing the children to clean the toilets & premises, inadequate bathrooms, toilets, toilets without

doors and environment not conducive for education. Six issues were resolved. The women collectives

The students of Social Welfare Hostel in Malakpet

during the awareness camp

Social Welfare Hostels :

DSS women collectives have regularly

visited 37 hostels and 7 residential

schools and have made best efforts to

bring in improvements. 16 issues were

identified in these hostels and were taken

to the notice of the concerned officials.

The main issues identified are: Facilities

such as drinking water, toilets &

electricity, hostels run in go down, hostels

in un-protective premises, inadequate

visit the hostels regularly to ensure that there are

no sexual exploitation and other humiliations. We

have also organized awareness meetings regularly

in these hostels and residential schools to create

awareness among the dalit girl children on their

rights and have made sure that the parent/teacher/

student meetings are held regularly to improve

the situation.
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Ranga
Reddy

Hyderabad Guntur Krishna
West

Godavari
East

Godavari
Visakhapatnam Total

217 183 200 201 195 210 195 1401

Study on Situation of Dalit Girl Children

The triple identity of dalit girl children is “Dalit, Girl & Child” and the double identity is “Girl  &

Child”. In continuation of the survey done on Anganwadi Centres, Government Schools and Social

Welfare Hostels a sample survey on the Dalit Girl Children was done. A specific format covering

various aspects was prepared and finalized after taking the opinion of the subject experts. The

information in accordance with the format was procured from the dalit girl children pertaining to

the working areas of DSS spread over the above mentioned 7 districts. A total of 1401 children

were covered from the 50 villages including slums from these 7 districts.

Districts wise dalit girl children covered are as follows:

The details of the important aspects covered in the study are as given below:

Occupation: In rural areas the main occupation of dalit women is agricultural work and in urban

areas most of the women are constrained to be house wives or work as domestic servants. 72% of

the dalit women are daily laborers. Ranga Reddy and West Godavari districts have the highest of

96%, followed by East Godavari 95%, Guntur  87%, Krishna 55%, Visakhapatnam 41% and

Hyderabad 21%.
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209(96%) 38(21%) 173(87%) 111(55%) 187(96%) 199(95%) 79(41%) 996(71%)

39(18%) 28(15%) 40(20%) 36(18%) 34(17%) 39(19%) 35(18%)

Number of Daily Labourers (Mother)

Ranga
Reddy

Hyderabad Guntur Krishna
West

Godavari
East

Godavari
Visakhapatnam Total

Literacy: The literacy levels are also very low in dalit girl children. Guntur has the highest at

20% and Hyderabad the lowest at is 15%.

Number of Literates

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari East Godavari Visakhapatnam
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194(89%) 145(79%) 184(92%) 176(88%) 116(59%) 153(73%) 116(60%)

186(85%) 141(77%) 17(9%) 63(31%) 167(86%) 166(79%) 112(63%)

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari

East Godavari Visakhapatnam

Teaching Standards: Most of the girl children feel that they are unable to understand the teaching

and the teaching standard of the teachers need to be improved. Many children in Guntur district

have said that they are unable to understand and it stands with highest at 92% and West Godavari at

the lowest with 59%. This proves that almost 77% of the dalit girl children in the government

schools are unable to understand the teachings.

Number of Children Unable To Understand

Burden of Purchasing the Books and Other things: Dalit Girl Children in 6 districts complain

on the burden of purchasing the books and other material falling on them. Highest number i.e., 86%

of dalit girl children in West Godavari are facing the burden of purchasing the books etc, followed

by Ranga Reddy 85% and in East Godavari 79%. On the whole average of the burden is 60%.

Number of Children bearing Burden of Purchasing Books

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari East Godavari Visakhapatnam
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167(77%) 119(65%) 172(86%) 140(70%) 128(66%) 140(67%) 62(32%)

125(58%) 129(70%) 16(8%) 83(41%) 122(63%) 149(71%) 137(70%)

Distance to School from Dalit Colony: The girl children are also facing the problem of going by

walk to school, leading to various insecure aspects. Due to insecurity many grown up dalit girl

children have been forced to stop education.  Most of the dalit girl children go by walk and the

overall average is 66%. Guntur has 86% i.e., the highest children going by walk and followed by

Ranga Reddy 77%.

Number of Dalit Girl Children going by Walk to School

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari East Godavari Visakhapatnam

Mid-Day Meals: The dalit girl children feel that Mid-Day Meals served in the school is not good and

most of the children belonging to dominant community go home to take food or else bring lunch

boxes. As there is no other way the dalit girl children will have to eat the same food. Overall 54% have

felt that MDM is NOT GOOD.

Number of Girl Children Saying that Mid-Day Meals is Not Good

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari

East Godavari Visakhapatnam
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140(65%) 133(73%) 183(92%) 179(89%) 105(54%) 172(82%) 111(57%)

150(69%) 119(65%) 188(94%) 191(95%) 120(62%) 170(81%) 112(57%)

Unavailability of Toilet Facility: Lack of toilet facility is one of the main problems. The girl

children face a lot of problem to attend to nature calls during the school hours. On the whole 73%

of the dalit girl children are unable to access the toilet facility, Guntur with highest percentage of

92% followed by Krishna (89%).

Number of Girl Children not having Access to Toilet

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari East Godavari Visakhapatnam

Unavailability of Drinking Water Facility: The other major problem for the school going children

is lack of drinking water facility in the schools and on the whole 75% are unable to access drinking

water facility, Krishna district on the top 95% followed by Guntur 94%.

Number of Girl Children Lacking Drinking Water at School

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari East Godavari Visakhapatnam
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53(24%) 59(32%) 44(22%) 40(20%) 57(29%) 53(25%) 62(32%)

150(69%) 119(65%) 188(94%) 191(95%) 120(62%) 170(81%) 112(57%)

Dropouts: The overall dropout percentage stands at 26.27% and highest is at Visakhapatnam and

Hyderabad 32% each.

Number of Girl Children Dropouts

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari

East Godavari Visakhapatnam

Reasons for Dropouts: The main reason for dropout again being economical problem. Irrespective

of the percentage in all the districts the main reason is economical problem.

Number of Girl Children Dropouts due to Economical Reason

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari East Godavari Visakhapatnam
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14 0 16 16 16 17 17

104(48%)

150(69%)

136(63%)

146(80%)

177(98%)

174(95%)

118(59%)

122(61%)

89(49%)

104(52%)

136(68%)

93(46%)

182(93%)

192(98%)

183(93%)

186(89%)

203(97%)

195(93%)

112(57%)

189(97%)

145(74%)

Schools

Homes

Villages

952(68%)

1169(83%)

1015(72%)

Child Marriages: Most of the dalit children are prone for child marriages and the overall average

age is 16 years. Ranga Reddy district stands first with an average age of 14 yrs followed by Krishna,

Guntur and West Godavari districts with 16yrs.

Average Age in Years at the time of Marriage (Child)

Ranga
Reddy Hyderabad Guntur Krishna

West
Godavari East Godavari Visakhapatnam

Areas of Improvement: The girl children have preferred 3 areas to be improved; they are school,

house and village. On the whole 68% of the children are seeking improvement in the schools, 83%

in homes and 72% in villages. In West Godavari 93% of the children seek for improvement in the

schools, followed by East Godavari 89% and Hyderabad 80%.

Number of Children Seeking Improvements

Areas of
Imp

rovement

Ranga
Reddy

Hyderabad Guntur Krishna West
Godavari

East

Godavari
Visakha

patnam
Total
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74(34%) 123(67%) 194(97%) 178(89%) 180(92%) 197(94%) 185(95%)

Insufficient Income for Family Maintenance: On the whole 1131 families have insufficient income

which comes to 81%. Guntur district has the highest of 97% followed by Visakhapatnam 95%.

Number of Families having Insufficient Income

RecommendationsRecommendationsRecommendationsRecommendationsRecommendations

ß Allocate adequate budget under Special Component Plan/SC Sub Plan and appoint a

monitoring committee for its effective implementation at respective levels.

ß A special focus need to be put on the dropout of dalit girl children and workout concrete

strategies.

ß To align NREGA works with construction of buildings for anganwadi centres, schools and

hostels and allocate the work to dalits

ß To increase the scholarship by 100% to the girl children in schools and hostels

ß Effective implementation of the Acts pertaining to domestic servants.

ß Take necessary measures for the abolition of child marriages.

ß To work out strategies for comprehensive development of dalits.

ß To bring out awareness among the dalits on the discrimination of girl child.

ß To promote coordination among the concerned departments for the effective implementation

of SC/ST Act and Child Rights

Hyderabad Guntur Krishna
West

Godavari
East Godavari VisakhapatnamRanga

Reddy
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   Awareness Camps to Youth

DSS has organized awareness camps for the youth in the high schools, colleges and residential

schools to conscientize the dalit girls and young women not to fall prey to sexual exploitation and

cheating in the name of love and to educate the youth on gender perspectives. The quantum of the

colleges was ranging from 200 to 1500 students. The focus was to bring a change in their mindset

and give career guidance. In this process the youth in 12 colleges, 30 high schools and 10 hostels

were covered from 26th July to 11th August 2011. Addressing the youth, the Convener has put some

of the below mentioned questions :

1. Soon after going home what would you do?

A. The reply was switching on the TV.

2. Do you look at the face of your mother or TV after going home?

A. No, we look at the pictures in TV.

3. Can you spell the name of few heroines and heroes?

A. Immediately they have named many young heroines and heroes with louder voice.

4. Name some of the eminent personalities?

A. Entire the hall was pin drop silent.

5. Who does the house hold work?

A. Mother

6. Why only mother does the entire household work?

A. There was no reply.

7. Does father come in a drunken state or not?

A. 90% of the children replied that their father comes in a drunken state

8. Does your father beat your mother or not ?

A. 90% of children replied ‘Yes’ that their mother faces beating

9. Does the mother revolts?

A. No, she cries

10. Do you feel bad?

A. Yes, we feel bad

11. Will you do anything?

A. No

12. Is your age to be loved or to love?

A. To be loved

In continuation of her speech the Convener said that there is lot of difference between the mindset

of the present youth to that of the earlier generations. The present youth do not have cordial relations
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with their parents or with the teachers. Likewise there is no attachment with the nature.  Human

relations within the family, community used to be strong in the past generations, whereas now the

relations are liquid and an attitude of indifference rules. The relations have become so commercial

that the youth feel that as the parents have given birth to them, they will have to take care of them,

likewise as they are paying the fees; it is the duty of the teachers to teach. Having been inspired by

the movies the youth are wearing the masks of the heroes and heroines. The youth have to understand

that the roles of the hero and heroine are purely commercial, whereas the youth are supposed to play

the realistic role as they are the back bone of the nation. Though our country is well known for its

culture, the youth are under the impact of the western culture which is ruining their lives.

The youth at the age of being loved by parents and teachers are falling in love with the opposite sex

and falling prey to love.  Further as they are not in a proper position to understand love, murdering

the loved ones through acid attacks, lethal weapons etc is at an increasing spree. The earlier

generations used to spend much time in reading books pertaining to literature, history, general

knowledge etc where as the present youth are assigning much of their time to the television and cell

phones thus inculcating the same culture and ruin their lives. Coming to their careers the youth

were advised to plan in advance about their future, schedule their timings in a planned way as they

are to withstand heavy competition in this globalize world where out sourcing is at an increasing

spree. In view of this situation the youth were requested to come out of this evil thought and change

their mindset and build a healthy society for the future generations. As the youth are the backbone

of the nation they should play a prominent role in the development of the society.  With many

examples the youth were very clearly explained on the ways forward.

The response from the management of the colleges, the staff and the students was over whelming.

All have requested for the awareness camps at regular intervals.  The issue also got much visibility

through media

Convener & Programme Manager of DSS addressing the children in

            awareness camps at schools and colleges
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Our Girl Children in Independent India

On the eve of 64th Independence day DSS has organized a workshop on the theme “Our Girl Children

in Independent India” on 15th August 2011 at Press Club, Vijayawada. The representatives of women

collectives from all the 8 districts have participated. The representatives of Women & Child Welfare

department, Rajiv Vidya Mission, Child Welfare Committee, Child Line, APCRAF, Teachers

Association, SC Employees Welfare Association, NGOs and Academicians have participated.

Ambedkar’s photo was garlanded by the dignitaries on the dias. Convener –DSS has presided over

the workshop and has detailed about the circumstances leading to organize this workshop. Explaining

about the vulnerability of dalit girl children she quoted few cases dealt by DSS and the reluctance of

the concerned departments. A dalit girl child coming in to an uninvited society and family faces lot

of discrimination within the family and in the larger civil society.  She also narrated about the

improper functioning of the institutions like anganwadi centres, government schools, residential

schools and social welfare hostels. The dignitaries on the dias have said as stated below:

* We need to provide quality education and conducive environment to dalit girl children.

* Optimum utilization of the facilities and the schemes provided by the government has to be

done and at the same time we also need to ensure the proper functioning of these institutions.

* The perspective building needs to start from the family members till the larger civil society

including the government departments.

* The incidents of violence and violations are to be brought on to the various platforms including

the CWC to access justice.

* The entire society will have to possess socialistic outlook, feel ownness in putting the children

on the correct path.

* To wage a collective effort for mainstreaming dalit girl children.

Later the session was open for the floor and the women collectives have raised various issues

pertaining to the improper functioning of anganwadi centres, government schools, hostels etc. They

also stated that the irresponsible behavior of the staff is still worsening the situation and lack of

basic facilities in these institutions is forcing them to send their children to private institutions

though they cannot afford for it. They also stated the vulnerability of slums in Vijayawada where

even electricity facility is not there and how our children can think of studying even in the absence

of street lights. The DSS cultural team presented various songs on the children and the workshop

was concluded with a vote of thanks from the State Coordinator.
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News Paper Clippings
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Campaign for Accessing the Rights OfCampaign for Accessing the Rights OfCampaign for Accessing the Rights OfCampaign for Accessing the Rights OfCampaign for Accessing the Rights Of

Dalit WDalit WDalit WDalit WDalit Women and Girl Childromen and Girl Childromen and Girl Childromen and Girl Childromen and Girl Children (RathaYen (RathaYen (RathaYen (RathaYen (RathaYatra)atra)atra)atra)atra)

K. Sasidhar IAS Vice-Chairperson of Visakhapatnam Urban Development  Authority launching the Campaign

(Rathayatra)

Dalit Sthree Sakthi has organized a Ratha Yatra on “Campaign for Accessing the Rights of Dalit

Women and Girl Children” from 5th – 14th November 2011 in view of the plight of dalits which

turned from bad to worse due to consequences of Globalization and liberalization in our country.  It

has  horribly hit the dalit women and dalit girl children. The country had undergone several systematic

changes with the advent of economic reforms in the early 90’s. If these reforms had a symmetrical

impact on the upper echelons of society it’s pathetic to note they had an asymmetrical and rather

disastrous affect on social, economic and cultural facets of dalits. The major impact of this new

trend is the steep rise of landless and jobless dalits, who undoubtedly are the most exploited and

helpless strata of the society. Buoyed by the policies of the international treaties, the public sector

banks have been shying away from granting loans, thereby drastically slowing down the fund-flow

to the dalits. Certain administrative policies by governments have dried up jobs in the agricultural

and rural sector putting the lives of dalits in a spot, especially the dalit women. 90% of the dalit

women are dependent on agriculture sector. The impact of all these policies can be clearly seen on

the dalit girl children.

Launching of Campaign

The campaign commenced from Visakhapatnam on 5th November 2011 at 11am from Ambedkar

statue, Dhaba Gardens by K. Sasidhar, IAS., VUDA Vice-Chairperson. Addressing the gathering

he has appreciated DSS for taking up the campaign as there is every need for building awareness to

the dalit women and girl children on their rights. 60 dalit women participating in the Ratha Yatra is

highly delightful. He also said that there is every need for the dalit women to know about their

rights and strive for accessing them.
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Convener-DSS detailing about the objective of the

campaign has said that it is the duty of the

government to bring in awareness as per the

constitution and as they have failed to do so, DSS

has taken up the responsibility. This campaign will

be taken up in 7 districts covering the en-route

cities, mandals and villages and create awareness

among the dalit women and girl children on their

rights such as SC,ST (PoA) Act, Domestic

Violence Act, Dowry Prohibition Act, Free & Compulsory Education Act, MGNREGA etc. She

also said that the 60 member yatra (journey) team are being accommodated in 3 decorated vehicles

for this 10 days yatra.

The movement of these vehicles with flexi banners, sound system and 60 member team in it has

conveyed the voice and vehemence of the dalit women. Similarly posters have been pasted in all the

7 districts and thousands of pamphlets containing the details of the vulnerability of dalit women

and girl children were distributed en-route. The team along with volunteers were enthusiastic and

in high spirits throughout the journey and even in the

late nights. Though the journey was tedious with

stress and strain, they continuously travelled for a

total of 4567 kilometres starting from Visakhapatnam

to Hyderabad via East Godavari, West Godavari,

Krishna, Guntur, Ranga Reddy districts.

Starting from the 1st day till the concluding day, in all

the public meetings and press meets held, the DSS

state team comprising of the Convener, Program

Manager, State Coordinator, District Co-

ordinators and Divisional Organizers have

given speeches in an elaborate manner on these

thematic areas.

* To bring in awareness to the dalit women

on their vulnerability, oppression, inequality

which they are facing and the reasons for their

poverty. Similarly to strengthen the dalit women

movement we need to intervene right from the
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childhood. Likewise we need to garner the

support of the dalit men and other positive

forces. Every dalit women need to have a broad

approach instead of thinking for one’s own

family needs. We are the most skilful and strong

masses in the society. The only drawback is lack

of awareness on our rights. Unity and collective

effort is much more needed. There is every need

of us coming together irrespective of caste, class

and gender and play a collective battle to achieve our constitutional rights.

* Eradication of poverty and inequality is the constitutional responsibility, since the state is not

doing so; DSS has initiated this type of campaign.

* The dalit women are unable to know

about the Acts which are meant for them

such as SC,ST Act, DV Act, Dowry

Prohibition Act, NREGA etc. Lack of

awareness is one of the main cause

leading to denial of these Acts and

entitlements.

* DSS has condemned the government’s stand of aligning NREGA with Agricultural sector and

has propagated in a wider way on the danger of NREGA implementation going into the hands

of dominant community landlords, as they are opposing NREGA since they have lost control

over the dalits due to it.

* To overcome the present situation of illiteracy among the dalit women and their confinement to

the houses, we need to put efforts right from the childhood of dalit girl children.

* To provide qualitative childhood

to dalit girl children we need to

provide them nutritious food,

qualitative education, hygiene

environment, violence free

society, non discriminative

conditions in the house as well as

in the society.
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* Due to poverty the dalit girl child is being forced to ask only for minimal things such as the

powdered food and an egg provided in the anganwadi centres, likewise for basic amenities

such as drinking water, benches, class rooms and toilets in the schools. Further, the demand of

the dalits is to provide minimum conducive

environment in the hostels with protection

from all sorts of sexual exploitation in these

institutions.  On the other side of the coin one

can see the children of the dominant

communities staying in AC houses, going by

AC school buses and studying in AC class

rooms.

* Inspite of studying in such an oppressive, unfriendly environment with lot of disparities; can a

dalit girl child ever come on to the mainstream and become a doctor, an engineer, IAS and IPS

though she has reservation ?

* The plight of dalit girl children was explained by quoting many examples from the atrocity

instances investigated by DSS such as cheating in the name of love, sexual exploitation by

teachers and other staff, caste discrimination by

teachers leading to suicides, rapes and abortions to

minor girls with judicial orders etc.  The parents of

the girl children in particular and the dalit

community in general were motivated to rise up to

save dalit girl children by regularly monitoring these

centres.

* Long persisting problems like the

vulnerable conditions in these centres

without basic infrastructure such as class

rooms, drinking water, toys, electricity

facility, adequate teachers and other staff,

toilets etc were explained. It was elaborated

as to how when these issues were taken up

with the district level authorities they

express their helplessness and refer to the

state level authorities, who when approached, in turn say they neither have requisite budget nor

the requirement proposals sent by the districts.  Thus the problem remains unattended due to
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utter neglect by the Government authorities.

* Explaining about the constitutional

rights and the budget, they were detailed

about the SC Sub Plan, Tribal Sub Plan,

the quantum of funds allocated at

present and various other entitlements

we ought to get. A comprehensive

approach for mainstreaming dalit

women and girl children cannot be done unless and until dalit women get their due share in the

budget.

* The 1% communities which are holding the multi-national companies are being given 99% of

the budgets and large quantum of land, whereas 99 % of remaining communities are being

given merely 1% budget.

* The perspective of the legislature,

executive and the judiciary was

clearly explained by quoting

examples and the strategies to

overcome the hurdles were also

detailed.

* To overcome all these inequalities,

oppression, discrimination there is

every need for us to educate

ourselves and start an agitation like the “Occupy Wall Street” movement in America.

Villages, mandals and districts covered through Rathayatra:

After the completion of launching, the Ratha Yatra travelled Kakinada via Nathavaram Gajuvaka,

Ankapalle, Tuni, Narsipatnam by garlanding the Ambedkar statues and addressing the gathering.

On the second day Ratha Yatra started

from Kakinada and reached Rajahmundry

via Annamghat Centre , Kunthidevipeta,

Ramachandra puram, Mandapet,

Rajanagaram, Dosakayala palle and

Korukonda addressing various public

meetings, press meets and garlanding

Ambedkar statues. Later awareness
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meeting was held at a Tribal Welfare Girls Hostel in Rajahmundry, wherein hundreds of girl students

were addressed. There was a close interaction with the girls and many have expressed their views.

They have also requested to organize these meets continuously.

On the third day a press meet was held around 9.30am at Ambedkar Bhavan, Rajahmundry which

was followed by a rally until Ambedkar statue. The campaign team was again flagged off by Gada

Laxman Swamy a freedom fighter and well known ambedkarite. The campaign reached Amalapuram

after covering en-route mandal head quarters and villages such as Kadiyam, Pottilanka, Ravulapalem

and Kothapeta. At  Amalapuram  a public meeting was organized at Gadiaram centre followed by a

rally  until Buddha Bhavan and the Ambedkar statue was garlanded. The campaign team has reached

Narsapur of West Godavari via Kodurupadu, Ambajipet, Razole, Sivakodu, wherein many public

meetings were addressed apart from garlanding Ambedkar statues. At Narsapur the Ambedkar statue

at bus stand centre was garlanded followed by a public meeting. Later the campaign reached Madepalli

via Seetharampuram, Palakollu, Atthili, Ganapavaram, Tadepalligudem, Bhimadolu etc after

addressing the gatherings on the route.

On the fourth day i.e., 08/11/20011 a press meet was organized at Eluru around 10.00 a.m. at SC/ST

Rights Protection Association office followed by a public meeting at Ambedkar statue near old bus

stand, Eluru.  The Campaign entered Kaikalur of Krishna district via Lingarao gudem, Sriparru,

Kovvadalanka. The Ambedkar statue was garlanded and the gathering was addressed. Many people

from the nearby villages have participated in the public meeting at Kaikalur. Later the team has

reached Idugullapalli via  Mandavalli, Mudinepalli, Gudlavalleru, Pedana, Madaka, Kappaldoddi,

Akulamannadu and Polavaram. Public meetings were held in all these places and Ambedkar statues

were garlanded.

On the fifth day a press meet was organized at SC Welfare Hall, Machilipatnam around 10am. Later

a public meeting was organized at Gudur where in the dalit women from nearby villages, the local

Panchayatraj leaders have participated. The women collectives of the mandal have participated

enthusiastically. The Campaign has reached Vijayawada via Nidumolu, Pamarru, Vuyyuru and

Kankipadu. Meetings were held en–route and Ambedkar statues were garlanded. A press meet was

organized at Press club in Vijayawada.

On the sixth day  the Campaign team has reached Duggirala of Guntur district via Tadepalli,

Mangalagiri, Pedavadlapudi. Public meetings were held in all these places and the Ambedkar statues

were garlanded. The dalit women from the nearby villages have participated apart from the local

organizations and Ambedkar associations.
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Later the campaign reached Tenali and the Ambedkar statue opposite to the railway station was

garlanded and a public meeting was held. The Campaign team has reached Tsundur via Pedaravur

and Penukudurupadu villages after organising various meetings on the route. A rally was held in

Tsundur followed by a public meeting. The whole Campaign team have paid their tribute on kneels

for Tsunduru Amara veerulu at Raktha Kshetram.

On the seventh day the campaign team reached Guntur via Brahmanakoduru, Chebrolu and

Narakoduru, garlanding the Ambedkar statues en-route. A press meet was held at DSS Office Guntur

around 11 am on 11th. Later a public meeting was held at Ambedkar statue, Lodge centre after

garlanding the statue. Later the Campaign team reached Dachepalli via Piduguralla, Sattenapalli,

Machavaram, KG Padu, Pillutla, Mallavolu, Gangireddypallem and Brahmanapalli. In the enroute

Ambedkar statues were garlanded and later public meetings were organized.

On the eighth day the campaign team reached Janavada of Ranga Reddy district. A rally was organized

in the village, Ambedkar statue was garlanded followed by a public meeting. The Campaign team

reached Mailardevarampalli via Shankarpally  Maharajpet, Mokila,  Prodhutur, Nawabpet, Dhobipet,

Maithakhanguda, Yellakonda, Ekmamidi, Kothagadi and Vikarabad. Public meetings were organized

in all villages on the route. A press meet was held at Nawabpet and at Vikarabad.

On the nineth day the Campaign team reached Chevella via Manneguda, Khanapur, Damaragidda

and Alluru. The Ambedkar statues were garlanded and meetings were held in the en-route villages.

A press meet was held at Ambedkar Bhavan, Chevella, later the Ambedkar statue in Bus stand

centre was garlanded, followed by a public meeting. The Campaign team reached Shabad via

Malkapur, Mudimyala, Moinabad, Surangal, Nagarguda and Pamena villages after holding public

meetings.
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Valedictory Meeting

The valedictory meeting of the Campaign (Ratha Yatra) was held on 14th November around 11am at

Press Club, Basheerbagh, Hyderabad. The dignitaries on the dias were K.Sunitha IAS, Commissioner-

College Education, Kalpana Naik IPS, Women Cell (CBCID), Dr Siddoji Social Welfare Department

and Anuradha Convener-Ikya Balala Vedika. The meeting was presided over by Convener-DSS.

The Principal Secretaries of Women & Child Welfare and Labour department have sent their greetings

K. Sunitha IAS., D. Kalpana Naik IPS., on the dais in the Valedictory

meeting of Campaign

and expressed their solidarity.

Convener-DSS has shared in

brief about the campaign and

the objective, the mileage

covered, the impact achieved

and the visibility for the cause

gained. K. Sunitha IAS.,

addressing the gathering has

said that the first time I saw

Jhansi was in a social welfare

programme. I saw her

presentation and felt that if there were many persons like her, our state would have changed. She

said that the atrocities are still prevalent even to this day and even dalit women are facing atrocities

at work place and these incidents don’t come out. She also said that has seen many husbands of the

women sarpanchs saying that they are the presidents, but has felt very happy when Manikyamma

spoke. It is only the women who work hard for the whole day and we find many men commenting

women, but do not work. Every woman does some or the other work. She said that the work done

by DSS is invaluable and it is so great and appreciable that they have organized a mammoth campaign

covering thousands of dalit women. D. Kalpana Naik IPS., said that the 10 days campaign of DSS

has ended successfully and I am happy that I have been invited for this valedictory meeting. To

implement the legislation 100% is very hard and we need to face many problems while implementing.

We have Dowry Prohibition Act, Domestic Violence Act etc. Though dowry is prohibited, many

take and give dowry. Only through these types of Ratha Yatras we can bring more awareness to the

larger civil society. DSS has done it by reaching many door steps. I appreciate the invaluable work

done by DSS and I wish they spread over to the whole state from 7 districts. The women collectives

who have shared their experiences are Amulya, Manikyamma, Hamsamma, Kouslya, Elizabeth,

Padma, Sarah, Anuradha and Narasamma.
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Highlights of the Campaign:

* The 60 member Campaign team was at all ease from the first day till the last. The slogans

raised by them have touched the sky. The team includes many young volunteers apart from the

full timers of DSS. There are even mothers who have left their kids at homes and have been in

the campaign for the whole 10 days with high levels of commitment towards the cause.

* A group of women together campaigning for the cause focused.

* In all the areas the Volunteers were appreciated by the officials, representatives of local

organizations, community for their commitment and active participation.

* The performance of the cultural team through songs and skits was inspiring and off all regards

and was the highlight. Even at late nights the whole community was eagerly waiting for their

songs and their songs took the community on to their toes.

* The vehicle decorated with various photos, demands on the flex banners and the sound system

fixed to it was the centre point of attraction. Throughout the journey the songs were played

through the sound system.

* The drivers of the 3 vehicles were with the same spirit and enthusiasm for all the 10 days. The

campaign had an additional force of 3 members in the form of drivers. They used to share the

responsibility and even distribute the pamphlets. Though it was late in the nights every day

they never hesitated to wake up early.

Campaign Demands:

* The government machinery should take necessary measures to put an end to the violence against

dalit women and girl children

* The concerned departments should strive to bring in awareness to the dalit women on their

rights

* To allocate the government schemes to the dalit women in proportionate to their population

* To give preference for dalit women in NREGA

* To allocate the budget as per the SC/ST sub plan, set aside the share of dalit women and spend

it through a separate nodal agency

* To provide own buildings and other facilities for anganwadi centres

* To put a special focus on the dalit girl children in the government schools and provide them

qualitative education

* To provide basic amenities in the schools

* To provide protection to the girl children in the hostels apart from basic amenities

* To nationalize the corporate and private educational institutions

* To eradicate caste discrimination in educational institutions
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* To eradicate violence and violations on dalit girl children

* To implement common school system as per recommendations by Kothari commission

Impact :

* First and foremost impact was on the dalit community who felt their problems being focussed

by DSS and enthused them

* Public at large were sensitized through the speeches, phamplets and wide coverage of the media

* The campaign created feelings among the dalit women and girl children that they can confidently

complain to DSS on their problems

* Increase in the accountability and coordination among the concerned line departments

* The gaps in the policies and the implementation gaps clearly identified with specific examples

of incidents

* Change in the thinking of the dalit women could be noticed

* The dalit women are gearing up themselves to raise their voices continuously for accessing

their rights

Outputs :

* The dalit women are able to advocate on their own to resolve the issues, where as earlier they

use to depend upon

* The concerned authorities at respective levels have invited to discuss on the issues

* Much visibility through media

* Succeeded in bringing many local associations on to a common platform for the cause

* Raised the confidence levels among the local organizations and could give an assurance that a

state level organisation is there to stand by them
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News Paper Clippings
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Dalit Sthree Sakthi work with particular focus to protect  the right to life of dalit women and girl

children.  The right to life of dalit women is violated in many ways, the brazen one and the one

which is alarmingly on the rise, being direct, cruel atrocities in the form of rape, murder etc.  Right

to life is fundamental without which no person can enjoy other rights, hence is most sacrosanct of

all rights.  Unfortunately, in the State the old feudal outlook of not giving importance to the life of

ordinary dalit women appears to be dominating the mind set of most sections of the society and

government agencies.  Even when brutal atrocities occur also the seriousness of attention that it

ought to get from the right thinking people is visibly lacking.  Let alone the ordinary public, even

the civil rights organizations are not paying any attention nor take up the dalit women atrocity

issues in its own right.   This inaction is proof enough, that the feudal ideological vestiges in the

form of traditional outlook of treating women, dalits as chattel is still ingrained even in the so called

intellectual elite of the society though outwardly they  clamor for rights, democracy etc.  This

outlook in its almost naked form dominates the mind set of political and police organizations.  It is

most common for the police to pressurize and threaten the dalit women victim of atrocity to drop

recourse to legal process and instead compromise with the accused for monetary relief.    In settling

this monetary relief also the quantum of money is often pittance as if dalit women are just commodities

and cheaper too.  As this logic rules the roost, the dominant trend in the police establishment as an

organization is to behave in such a way as if Constitution and the laws are only   for name sake and

they are not for observance.  Recently, in the village of Dorasanivari Palem, of East Godavari

district, a dalit women was gang raped and when the police were approached they responded that

they were busy with a more important and pressing work  than taking up investigation of the gang

rape.  In Medak,  when a dalit women was burnt alive, there was no response from any quarter.

Thus, the  attitude of utter disregard and neglect  towards the  right to life of dalit women and girl

children that is prevalent all round  and in the institutions of administration of criminal justice, has

to be tackled and they need to be sensitized.  That is why DSS bestows maximum attention to the

issue of right to life of dalit women and has been struggling through various fora in the form of

filing cases, complaints to various rights commissions and representations to the government

agencies.  Public hearings have been organized to sensitize the public at large as to the plight of

dalit women and to lay bare the hypocrisy of  personnel and agencies of criminal justice

administration.  The strenuous campaigns of DSS motivated the dalit women to stand up for their

rights and refuse to lie low when it comes to their dignity as an individual.  With our intervention

and follow up, we could see that in many cases we could compel the law enforcing agencies to act

and we could see that the guilty get their due.  Our experiences in tackling various issues of atrocities

on dalit women and girl children,  the way the enforcement agencies and judicial system operated,

the way we  had to  work against the odds to  make these agencies discharge their duties and the

methods to surmount the problems etc are presented below :

VVVVViolence against Dalit Wiolence against Dalit Wiolence against Dalit Wiolence against Dalit Wiolence against Dalit Women and Girl Childromen and Girl Childromen and Girl Childromen and Girl Childromen and Girl Childrenenenenen
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Details of Few Cases

1. Kappari Divya - Rape and Murder

Name of the Deceased : Kappari Divya (12)

Caste : SC Budagajangam

Address : Hamali Colony, Mekavanipalem village, Machilipatnam,

Krishna District

Name of the accused : Parnam Pandu Ranga Rao

Caste : OC Kapu

Address : Chilakalpudi, Mekavanipalem village, Machilipatnam,

Krishna District

Date of incident : 12/4/2011

Type of violence : Rape and Murder

Jurisdiction : Machilipatnam Rural PS

FIR Details : 64/2011 U/s 302 IPC, 201, 376 and 511of IPC

Brief details of the incident:

Kappari Divya (12yrs), SC Budagajangam by caste, is the daughter of Kappari Venkateswara Rao.

They are the residents of Hamali colony, of Mekavanipallem gram panchyat of Machilipatnam

rural mandal in Krishna district.  Venkateswara Rao and his wife are street vendors of steel utensils

in exchange of old clothes. Daily Divya takes their goat for grazing. As usual she took the goat for

grazing on 12/04/2011 around 9.00 am in the morning to the nearby bushes.  But she did not return

to the house before dusk.  As it was late in the night and since Divya has not returned, her parents

searched for her, but in vain. On the next day i.e. on 13/04/2011 they went   to the Machilipatnam

Rural PS and lodged a complaint. While they were in the police station, parents received information

that the goat was traced out and it was with a broker.   Divya’s father went to the broker and

enquired about the goat and has come to know that it was sold by Parnam Pandu Ranga Rao (35),

OC Kapu by caste, of Chilakalpudi and an adjacent area to Hamali colony.  Divya’s parents informed

the matter to the police. The police took Pandu Ranga Rao into custody and brought him to the

police station.  In interrogation, he confessed that he raped Divya and strangulated her to death with

her towel and buried her.   The body was exhumed from the place showed by Pandu Ranga Rao and

was sent for post mortem. Based on the complaint lodged by Divya’s father, a case was registered

bearing Cr No 64/2011 U/s 302, 201, 376 and 511 of IPC on 13/04/2011 with the Machilipatnam

Rural PS of Krishna district.
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Demands:

* Sections under SC/ ST (POA) Act to be included

* Immediate payment of Compensation and rehabilitation to the dependants of the deceased

Interventions:

* Conducted fact finding

* Ensured the registration of the case

* Got the postmortem done

* Representations submitted to state actors and commissions

State Actors Approached:

* Collector – Krishna District

* Superintendent of Police – Krishna District

* Special Chief Secretary – Women & Child Welfare Department

* Project Director – Women & Child Welfare, Krishna District

* State Human Rights Commission

* IGP – PCR Cell

* Secretary – State SC,ST Commission

* Commissioner – Social Welfare Department

Present status of the case:

* Charge sheet yet to be filed

List of Documents:

* Fact finding report

* FIR Copy

* Copy of the compliant

* Post mortem report

* Birth Certificate

* Copy of representations submitted to various state actors and commissions

* Responses from various state actors and commissions

Legal Standards Breached:

* Whoever commits rape shall be punished with imprisonment of not less than 7 years and may

extend up to 10 years and shall also be liable to fine U/s 376 of IPC.

* Whoever commits murder and causes any act to disappear the evidence with the intention of

screening the offence from legal punishment is punishable with life imprisonment and shall

also be liable to fine U/s 302 and 201 of IPC.
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2. Raye Durga Attempt to Murder

 Name of the Victim : Raye Durga (16)

 Caste : SC Madiga

 Address : K Illindalaparru Village, Iragavaram Mandal, W G dt

 Name of the accused : Palamuri Annavaram

Caste : BC Chakali

Address : K Illindalaparru Village, Iragavaram Mandal

W.G. District

 Date of incident : 17/3/2011

Type of violence : Attempt to murder

Jurisdiction : Iragavaram PS

FIR Details : C No 26/2011 U/s 307, 341, 354, 506 of IPC and 3(i) (x) of

SC/ST (PoA) Act.

Brief details of the incident:

Rayi Durga (16), SC madiga by caste, is the daughter of Nageswara Rao (late) and Lakshmi of K

Illindalaparru Village, Iragavaram Mandal of W.G. District. Lakshmi’s husband has passed away 15

years ago. She had three children i.e. two daughters and a son.  Lakshmi’s elder daughter Naga

Lakshmi was married to a man of Kottangi, where she stays with her husband. Lakshmi was having

extra marital relation with Palamuri Annavaram, BC Rajika by caste of K Illindalaparru Village,

Iragavaram Mandal of W.G. District.   As other two children, Durga and Ramesh have grown up

they told to their mother not to maintain any relation with Annavaram. 6 months before the incident,

caste elders and children warned Lakshmi and Annavaram to breakup their relation. According to

the advice of the elders and children Lakshmi stopped to have relation with Annavaram.   On 14/3/

2011 Annavaram came to Lakshmi’s house and asked to continue the relation, but Durga interfered

and told Annavaram that, her mother will not continue the relation with him anymore.  Annavaram

got angry for Durga’s words and asked Durga herself to have such relation with him, if she is not

willing to send her mother he warned every one that he will kill them. On 17/3/2011 around 6 a.m.

Durga went to bring milk packet with her nephew Banni from the vendor at the street where

Annavaram resides.   Annavaram having observed Durga coming in to their street, he took a sickle

and attacked her and caused grievous injuries on the hands and legs. He also abused Durga in the

name of caste, telling “Madiga lanja nikentha pogare kulam thakkuvadana mi ammani panpamante

nannu tidatava ninnu ni annayyanu champuta appudu mi amma na daggare untundi” (you madiga

bitch, how dare you abuse me and stop your mother coming to me, I will kill you and your brother,

then your mother will stay with me permanently). Durga’s maternal uncle Kankipati Suresh and

Chedalavada Rajashekar took her to the hospital in an auto.  Case has been filed at Iragavaram PS

bearing the Crime No: 26/2011 U/s 307, 341, 354, 506 of IPC and 3(i) (x) of SC/ST (POA) Act.
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Demands :

* Proper sections under SC/ST PoA Act to be added

* Compensation and rehabilitation for the victim

* Protection to the victim and family members

Interventions :

* Conducted fact finding

* Got the case registered

* Representations given to state actors and commissions

State Actors Approached :

* Collector – West Godavari District

* SP – West Godavari District

* State SC/ST Commission

Present Status of the Case :

* Pending in the court

List of Documents:

* Fact finding report

* Copy of FIR

* Copy of Complaint

* Copy of medical report

Legal Standards Breached :

* Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any women intending to outrage her modesty shall

be punished with imprisonment extending up to 2 years and shall also be liable to fine U/s 354

of IPC

* Whoever does any act with such intention or knowledge, causes death would be guilty of murder

shall be punishable with imprisonment extend to 10 years and shall also be liable for fine U/s

307 of IPC

* Whoever wrongfully restrains any person, shall be punishable with simple imprisonment for a

term which may extend to one month, or with fine which may extend to five hundred or with

both U/s 341of IPC

* Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation shall be punished with imprisonment

up to 2 years and shall be liable to fine U/s 506 of IPC.

* Whoever not being a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes commits an offence

against any person belonging to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes by abusing in the name of

caste shall be punishable U/s 3(1)(X) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.
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3. Juttiga Kumari Kidnap and Rape

Name of the Victim : Juttiga Kumari (16)

Caste : SC (Madiga)

Address : Dammenu Village, Undurajuvaram Mandal,

West Godavari District.

Name of the Accused : Dommeti Srinu (23) & Saidulu

Caste : BC

Address : Vijayawada & Ravulapenta of Nalgonda Dt

Date of incident : 10-11-2010

Type of Violence : Kidnap and Rape

Jurisdiction : Undrajavaram PS

FIR Details: : Girl missing altered to 417, 366(A), 376 IPC and 3 (1)

(xii) Of SC/ST PoA Act

Brief Details of the Incident:

Juttiga Kumari d/o Subba Rao, SC Madiga by caste is the resident of Dammenu village in

Undurajuvaram mandal of West Godavari district. Kumari lost her mother and her father being old,

she was working on daily wages in the spinning mill at Chivatam a nearby village. Dommeti Srinu

(23) a resident of Vijayawada has deserted his first wife and married the girl of Dammenu village

and who happens to be staying in front of Kumari’s house. Srinu works in a wine shop at Vijayawada.

Srinu is the uncle of Krishnaveni who is the friend of Kumari.

Srinu came into touch with Kumari and lured her with his false promise of love. On 10th November

2010 around 8am Srinu followed Kumari while she was going to the spinning mill and has managed

to bring her out of the mill. He took her to Tanuku bus stand and made her to get into Vijayawada

bus and asked her to wait in the Vijayawada bus stand until he reaches there.  Srinu went back to his

in-laws house, took his wife and reached Vijayawada by train, dropped his wife at their house and

later reached bus stand. He picked up Kumari who was already waiting there for him, took her to

the house of Lakshmi in Gunadala. Kumari was made stay in the house of Lakshmi. Srinu used to

come there regularly and make use of Kumari sexually. After four days Srinu having come to know

that a complaint has been lodged and Srinu was suspected, he handed over Kumari to Saidulu

stating that he has sold her to Saidulu. As Kumari denied, they both beat her up, threatened her of

dire consequences and Saidulu took her away. Saidulu is a resident of Ravulapenta near Nakarikel

in Nalgonda district. Saidulu brought Kumari to Nakarikel and he too made use of Kumari sexually.

On the night of 12th June, Kumari escaped and came to her village and informed to her father about

the facts of her missing. She was taken to the police station by the caste elders. A case has already

been registered in Undurajuvaram PS based on the complaint given by her father bearing Cr No-



Annual Report - 2011 Dalit Sthree Sakthi82

124/2010 U/s girl missing and later altered based on the statement given by Kumari on 15th June

2011, to Sections 417, 366(A), 376 of IPC & 3(1)(XII) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.

Demands:

* To provide immediate compensation and rehabilitation to the victim and her dependent father.

* To file charge sheet immediately

Interventions:

* Conducted fact finding.

* Ensured that the Case was booked under SC/ST(PoA) Act.

* Presented the victim before DIG of Police, Eluru Range.

* Representations were given to state actors and commissions.

* Ensured the arrest of the victim.

State Actors Approached:

* Collector – West Godavari District

* SP - West Godavari District

* DIG - West Godavari District

* Spl Chief Secretary – Women & Child Welfare Department

* Project Director - Women & Child Welfare Department, West Godavari District

Present Status of the Case:

* Charge sheet yet to be filed

* Compensation and rehabilitation to the victim yet to be provided

List of Documents:

* Fact finding report

* Copy of FIR

* Copy of complaint

* Copy of representations submitted to Commissions and state actors

* Responses from state actors

Legal Standards Breached:

* Whoever commits rape shall be shall be liable for an imprisonment not less than 7 years or may

be for life and also be liable to fine U/s 376 of IPC

* Whoever cheats shall be liable for an imprisonment which may extend to one year and also be

liable to fine U/s 417 of IPC

* Whoever induces a minor girl under the age of 18 years to go from any place or to do any act

with intent that such girl may be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse with another person

shall be punishable with imprisonment which may extend to 10years and shall also be liable to

fine U/s 366 (A) of IPC

* Whoever not being a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes commits an offence

against any person belonging to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes by cheating and sexually

exploiting shall be punishable U/s 3(1)(XII) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.
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4. Bantumilli Annapurna Gang Rape

Name of the Victim : Bantumilli Annapurna(19)

Caste : SC (Mala)

Address : Dorasanipadu, Dwaraka Tirumala Mandal,

West Godavari District.

Name of the Accused : Unknown

Place of Incident :  Gopannapallem, Denduluru Mandal,

West Godavari district

Date of incident : 10-11-2010

Type of Violence : Gang Rape

Jurisdiction : Dendulur PS

FIR Details: :  Case not registered

Background of the incident :

Bantumilli Annapurna(19) d/o Nagamma is the resident of Dorasanipadu, Dwaraka Tirumala mandal,

West Godavari district. Annapurna has 3 brothers and a sister. She lost her father 5 years back.

Annapurna was married 2 years ago to Talari Lakshmana Rao(25) s/o Sarveswara Rao resident of

Lakshmipuram village, Jeelugumilli mandal of West Godavari district. Lakshmana Rao is a mason

and his sister Mahalakshmi and brother-in-law also stay with them. Mahalakshmi used to quarrel

with Annapurna quite often. Later Annapurna and Lakshmana Rao moved to Dorasanipadu. As her

mother-in-law died, Annapurna and Lakshmana Rao went to Lakshmipuram. When Annapurna

was 5 months pregnant, she returned to her mother and her husband has said that he will come later.

Though 2 months have passed by, her husband has not returned, Annapurna went to her husband’s

village along with her mother and village elders. Lakshmana Rao said that she has to stay with him

in his village and has promised to take care of her nicely. Hence her mother left her with him. Later

Lakshmana Rao left Annapurna in his brother’s house and has not returned for 3 days. When

Annapurna has enquired, she came to know that Lakshmana Rao had extramarital relation with

Manga prior to their marriage and is continuing the same with her. Dejected over the matter,

Annapurna returned to her mother. Since Annapurna was pregnant, she was taken to hospital for

routine check up. Blood test was done to her and the doctors have said that she is HIV Positive. As

she got HIV through her husband, she insisted her husband to go for check up, but he denied. Later

Annapurna gave birth to a girl baby and she passed away in 5th month. Lakshmana Rao was not

bothered about Annapurna and has started to stay with Manga in his house. Annapurna lodged a

complaint with Dwaraka Tirumala PS on her husband. Lakshmana Rao promised to take care of

her, but has not taken her back. She again approached Police and requested to make arrangement



Annual Report - 2011 Dalit Sthree Sakthi84

for payment of some money stating that she has given him 12gms of gold and Rs 30,000/- as dowry.

Lakshmana Rao’s brother-in-law and caste elders came and gave Rs 20,000/- to Annapurna in the

presence of Police asking her to undergo treatment and shall send back Lakshmana Rao once he is

back home. Lakshmana Rao has not turned up. Annapurna’s sister has also returned back to her

mother as her husband has deserted her. Often Annapurna’s brother Arjun has been harassing them

to go out of the house.

Brief Details of the Incident:

On 23rd November Arjun beat both Annapurnna and her mother and pushed her out of the house and

threw out her clothes. Annapurna took her clothes and went to the Temple at Dwaraka Tirumala,

stayed there until 2pm and later she went to Gopannapallem of Dendulur mandal for treatment. By

the time she reached it was 7pm and the hospital was closed. Annapurna came across an old woman

and she asked about the whereabouts of Annapurna. Annapurna narrated her story and the old

woman advised to stay with her as she was alone. On 24th November they both went for work in a

garden. Annapurna was paid a wage of Rs 90/-. The old woman took Rs 40/- and sent Annapurna

away around 10pm in the night. At this helpless situation Annapurna went to a nearby hotel, ate idly

and asked a woman worker there to stay for that night. She suggested Annapurna to go and sleep in

the temple nearby and her grandmother will be there. Annapurna went there and slept along with

the old woman. In the late night 3 men came and asked about the details of Annapurna, forcibly

took her to the nearby fields and gang raped her and went away. Later Annapurna returned back to

the temple. In the early morning she informed to the nearby village people. They informed to the

police and media. The media visited the place of incident and took photos of the liquor bottles,

condoms etc. The police have said that they are busy with Rachabanda and have asked to go to the

police station and lodge a complaint. In this helpless situation, Annapurna returned back to her

village and is undergoing treatment locally.

Demands:

* To register the case immediately

* Provide necessary immediate relief and rehabilitation to the victim as she is also HIV positive
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 5. Lavanya  Attempt to Rape

Name of the Victim : Savarapu Lavanya (11)

Caste : SC Madiga

Address : Cheyyeru, Nethajinagar, Katrenikona Mandal,

E.G.District

Name of the accused : Mirja Sabher Hussen (30)

Caste : Muslim

Address : Cheyyeru, Nethajinagar, Katrenikona Mandal,

E.G.District

Date of incident : 28/12/2010

Type of violence : Savarapu Lavanya

Jurisdiction : Katrenikona PS

FIR Details : Cr No 70/2010 U/s 354 of IPC and 3(1)(xi)

of SC/ST PoA Act

Brief details of the incident:

Savarapu Lavanya (11), SC Madiga by caste, is the daughter of Savarapu Dasu and Prema Kumari

of Cheyyeru, Nethajinagar, Katrenikona Mandal, E.G.District.  Savarapu Dasu has four children

and Lavanya is the eldest child in the family. Lavanya is studying 6th class in Gurukula Patasala in

Godi, Allavaram Mandal. Lavanya came home for Christmas holidays in the month of December.

On 28/12/2010 around 4 pm she went to the ration shop which was in 1st ward.   On the way to

ration shop she has to cross Hussen’s house.

Mirja Sabher Hussen is married and had two children. On the date of incident Hussen has seen

Lavanya coming to the ration shop, he called her and said he will give guavas to her from his tree.

But Lavanya did not evince interest for the guavas; he forcibly took her to his house and told to wait

until he plucked the guava fruit from the tree.  But, Lavanya started going out without waiting, and

then he told her to go to the bed room where he kept some guavas which he plucked in the morning.

But Lavanya did not go to the bed room. Hussen forcibly took Lavanya to the bed room and made

her to sit on the bed. He pinched Lavanya’s cheeks and spoke vulgar words to her. Lavanya got

frightened and shouted and ran away from the house. She informed her mother what had happened.

Lavanya’s mother took her to Hussen’s father and told about his son’s misbehavior. But Hussen’s

father did not respond properly and in turn abused Lavanya and her mother.  Lavanya’s mother

came from Hussen’s house and met the caste elders of the village. Caste elders advised her to lodge
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a complaint in the police station. But police have not registered the complaint and made her to

come to the police station several times. With the intervention of DSS a case has been registered U/

s 3(1)(XI) of SC/ST(POA) Act, 354 of IPC in Katrenikona PS on 30/12/2010.

Demands:

* Compensation and rehabilitation to the victim

Interventions:

* Conducted fact finding

* Got the case registered

* Ensured the arrest of the accused

* Represented the case to state actors and commissions

State Actors Approached :

* Collector – East Godavari

* SP – East Godavari

* Commissioner – Social welfare department

* State SC/ST Commission

Present Status of the Case :

* Pending in the court

* Compensation yet to be paid

List of Documents :

* Fact finding report

* Copy of FIR

* Copy of compliant

* Copy of Charge sheet

Legal Standards Breached:

* Whoever assaults or uses criminal force to any women intending to outrage her modesty shall

be punished with imprisonment extending up to 2 years and shall also be liable to fine U/s 354

of IPC

* Whoever not being a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes commits an offence

against any person belonging to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes by causing outraging the

modesty of a women shall be punishable U/s 3(1) (xi) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.
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6. Chabathina Mounica Sexual Exploitation, Cheating and Caste Abuse

Name of the Victim : Chabathina Mounica (18)

Caste : SC

Address : D No: 5/26, Mandavalli (M), Krishna District.

Name of the Accused : Mudraboyina Francis (23) and 7 others

Caste : BC Uppara

Address : Ingilampakalanka, Mandavalli (M), Krishna Dist.

Date of incident : 13.1.2011

Place of Incident : Ingilampakalanka

Type of violence : Sexual Exploitation, Cheating and Caste Abuse

Jurisdiction : Mandavalli P.S

FIR Details : Cr No 4/2011, U/S 376,420, 417, 506 r/w 34 of

IPC and Sec 3(1)(X) of SC/ST (PoA) Act 1989

Brief Details of the Incident:

Chabathina Mounica(18) is the daughter of Vijay and is the resident of Mandavalli (Mandal), Krishna

District. She is studying II Year B Tech in NIMRA Engineering College at Vijayawada. Mudraboyana

Francis (23) s/o Subba Rao alias Sudharshanam is a resident of Ingilampakalanka, Mandavalli (M),

Krishna Dist. Francis is studying IV Year B.Tech in Koneru Lakshmaiah Engineering College,

Vijayawada. Francis parents and their relatives run many Churches. Mounica and Francis are friends

for years together. In the year 2007, while Mounica was in 10th standard, Francis took her on his

bike to his house at Ingilampakalanka and forcibly had sexual intercourse in his room on the first

floor. Having heard the cries of Mounica, his parents and grandfather consoled her and requested

her not to reveal it to her parents and promised the marriage with Francis. On the pretext of marriage

he sexually exploited her continuously and often did not respond whenever Mounica insisted for

marriage.

In November 2010, when Mounica came to know that Francis’s parents were looking for marriage

alliance to him, she asked his parents and they denied for the marriage saying that she belongs to SC

community and also they belong to lower financial status. Mounica informed the same to her parents.

In the first week of Dec 2010 the parents of Mounica met the parents of Francis along with caste

elders and asked for the marriage. The parents of Francis replied that having sexual relation is not

a big matter at all, she belongs to a lower caste and therefore she doesn’t have the status for marrying

their son. When the caste elders scolded them, they said that they will put the matter in prayer and

requested for some time. As there was no reply from them, on 06/01/2011 the parents of Mounica
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arranged for mediation at mediator’s house, in which the caste elders and parents & relatives of

Francis have participated. During this mediation, Francis accepted that he has sexually exploited

Mounica, but has not accepted to marry her as she belongs to scheduled caste. The parents and the

caste elders of Francis have said that they are prepared to give some money, but not marriage. The

parents of Francis even abused the caste elders in the name of caste. In a helpless situation Mounica

approached DSS and lodged a complaint. FIR was registered in Mandavalli P.S with Cr. No 4/

2011, U/S 376,420, 417, 506 r/w 34 of IPC and Sec 3(1)(X) of SC/ST (PoA) Act 1989.

Demands :

* Registration of the Case with proper sections of SC,ST (PoA) Act

* Arrest of the remaining accused

* Ensure the vacation of the stay.

Interventions :

* Conducted Fact finding

* Ensured the registration of the case

* Countering the quash in High Court of AP

* Organized continuous public action in front of Police Station demanding the arrest of the accused.

* Presented the case in the public hearing organized by DSS

* Represented the case to the state actors and commissions

State Actors Approached :

* IGP – PCR Cell

* DSP – Gudiwada Sub Division

* SP – Krishna district

* Collector – Krishna District

Present Status of the case :

* Pending in High Court of AP

* Charge sheet not yet filed

List of Documents :

* Fact finding report

* FIR Copy

* Copy of complaint



Annual Report - 2011 Dalit Sthree Sakthi89

* Documents pertaining to stay order of High Court

* Reply filed by Police in High Court

* Investigation report of IO

* Birth Certificate

Legal Standards Breached :

* Whoever commits rape shall be punished with imprisonment of not less than 7 years and may

extend up to 10 years and shall also be liable to fine U/s 376 of IPC

* Whoever cheats and there by dishonestly induces the person shall be liable for an imprisonment

and also be liable to fine U/s 420 of IPC

* Whoever cheats shall be liable for an imprisonment which may extend to one year and also be

liable to fine U/s 417 of IPC

* Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation shall be punished with imprisonment

up to 2 years and shall be liable to fine U/s 506 of IPC.

* Whoever not being a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes commits an offence

against any person belonging to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes by abusing in the name of

caste shall be punishable U/s 3(1)(X) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.
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7  Mekala Nagamalleswari Rape

Name of the Victim : Mekala Nagamalleswari (7)

Caste : SC Yanadhi

Address : Gandalayyapeta, Mangalagiri, Guntur District

Name of the accused : Bojja Sivaiah

Caste : SC yanadhi

Address : Gandalayyapeta, Mangalagiri, Guntur District

Date of incident : 26/05/2011

Type of violence : Rape

Jurisdiction : Mangalagiri Town PS

FIR Details  : Cr No 113/2011 U/s 376(F) of IPC

Brief details of the incident:

M. Nagamalleswari (7), SC Yanadhi by caste, is the daughter of Mekala Hussain. As her mother

had passed away, Hussain has married again; therefore Nagamalleswari stays with her grandmother

(father’s mother) and aunt (father’s sister) on the hill slope at Gandalayyapet,   Mangalagiri Town,

Guntur district. On 26/05/2011 at about 3-00pm, Bojja Sivaiah (30), a close relative of

Nagamalleswari took her into nearby bushes on the pretext of giving some money, raped her and

flew away.   Lakshmi, the aunt of Nagamalleswari went in search of her as she couldn’t find her at

home for long time. Lakshmi found Nagamalleswari sereaming and has also noticed that she was

bleeding severely from her private parts. Having come to know that she was raped by Sivaiah, they

lodged a complaint with the Mangalagiri Town PS and the case was registered bearing Cr No- 113/

2011 U/s 376(F) of IPC on 27/05/2011. Immediately Nagamalleswari was sent to the Government

Hospital at Mangalagiri around 9.00 am; the doctors have expressed their inability to give treatment

nor referred her to another hospital as per procedure. The police took her to the Government hospital

at Guntur. At last the victim was admitted around 7.45 pm in the evening due to the pressure from

DSS.

Demands:

* Immediate payment of compensation to the victim and rehabilitation.

Interventions:

* Conducted fact finding

* Ensured the arrest of the accused

* Brought pressure from the higher authorities for admission into hospital



Annual Report - 2011 Dalit Sthree Sakthi91

* Followed up medical treatment and examinations

* Followed up investigation

* Submitted representations to state actors and commissions

State Actors Approached :

* Spl Chief Secretary – Women Welfare & Child Development Department

* Collector – Guntur District

* SP – Guntur Urban

* PD – Women & Child Welfare Dept, Guntur District

Present Status of the Case :

* Pending in the court

List of Documents :

* Fact finding report

* FIR Copy

* Copy of the compliant

* Charge sheet

* Copy of representations to commissions and state actors

Legal Standards Breached :

* Whoever commits rape on a woman when she is under 12 years of age shall be punished with

imprisonment for a term not less than 7 years and shall also be liable to fine U/s 376(F) of IPC
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8. Katti Mariyamma Murder

Name of the Victim : Katti Mariyamma (11)

Caste : SC Madiga

Address : Ambadipudi village, Achampet mandal, Guntur Dt

Name of the accused : Thota Krishna

Caste : OC, Kamma

Address : Devapuram, Guntur City

 Date of incident : 19/6/2011

Type of violence : Murder

Jurisdiction : Pattabhipuram PS

FIR Details : Cr No 206/2011 U/s 174 of CrPC

Brief details of the incident:

Katti Chandrayya SC Madiga by caste is a resident of Ambadipudi village of Achampet mandal in

Guntur district. He married Akkamma in the year 2000 and had 2 daughters. Mariyamma (11) is the

elder daughter and the younger daughter is 7 years old. His first wife died in the year 2004. Chandrayya

married Salomi in the same year and they had two children.

As the step mother was not taking care of Mariyamma well, Chandrayya placed Mariyamma for

domestic work 11 months ago in the house of Thota Krishna OC Kamma by caste, resident of

Devapuram in Guntur. Thota Krishna is a chilly merchant. On the evening of 19th June 2011,

Chandrayya received a phone call from Chowdayya the assistant of Krishna stating that his daughter

was sick. Chandrayya came to Sri Sai Hospital in Guntur immediately and found that his daughter

was dead. As Chandrayya questioned, he was informed that Mariyamma slipped and fell down

from the wall and died.

As Chandrayya came alone to Guntur, he insisted Krishna to come over to his village and talk to his

family members. With the persistence of the caste elders Krishna has revealed that he had land

dispute with his cousins. In a clash with them 3 weeks ago, his hand was fractured and his brother-

in-law’s head was injured. A case has also been registered in this matter. On the deceitful day i.e.,

on 19th they went to his brother-in-law’s house and his daughter along with Mariyamma stayed back

at home.

Krishna has a 4 storied independent building and he stays in the second floor and all the remaining

3 floors have been given for rent. By the time they returned back home on the same day, they found
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that Mariyamma was hanged to death. Krishna expressed a doubt that his cousins might have killed

Mariyamma accidentally instead of his daughter. Somehow after negotiations they came to

compromise and Krishna has agreed to pay Rs 1, 40,000/- and has given an advance of Rs 40,000/

-.

In the meantime Mariyamma’s maternal uncle informed DSS and SP-Rural about the incident and

the SP has ordered the Pattabhipuram PS for postmortem. As arrangements were being made for

burial, the police arrived to the village, took the dead body and conducted postmortem on 21st

morning.

A case has been registered in Pattabhipuram PS of Guntur bearing Cr No- 206/2011 U/s 174 of

CrPC on 21/06/2011.

Demands:

* Section 3(1)(vi) of SC/ST (PoA) Act to be included irrespective of the RFSL report

* Sections pertaining to Child labour to be added

* Delay caused in the investigation giving scope for pressurizing the victim to compromise

* To speed up the RFSL report

Interventions:

* Conducted fact finding

* Got the case registered

* Ensured the inquest and postmortem

* Represented the case to the state actors and commissions

State Actors Approached:

* Collector – Guntur District

* SP – Guntur District

* Chairperson – State Human Rights Commission

* Director – National SC Commission

* IGP – PCR Cell

* Commissioner – Social Welfare Department

* Secretary – State SC/ST Commission

* Special Chief Secretary – Women development & Child Welfare Department, Hyderabad

Present Status of the Case:

* RFSL report yet to come

List of Documents:

* Fact finding report

* FIR Copy

* Copy of the compliant

* Post mortem report
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9. Amarthaluri Amulya Attempt to Rape

Name of the Victim : Amarthaluri Amulya (16)

Caste : SC (Mala)

Addres : Manduru Village, Tsundur Mandal,

Guntur District.

Name of the accused : Karukutla Shalem Raju(25)

Caste : SC (Mala)

Addres : Manduru Village, Tsundur Mandal,Guntur District.

Date of incident : 01-08-2011

Type of Violence : Attempt to Rape

Jurisdiction : Tsundur P.S

FIR Details : Cr No 46/2011 U/s 354 and 506 of IPC

Brief Details of the Incident:

Salmon Raju and Vandana SC(Mala) by caste are the residents of Munduru Village, Tsundur Mandal

in Guntur district.  Salmon Raju is agricultural labourer and they have two daughters and a son.

Amarthaluri Amulya(16) is their youngest daughter and she is studying 10th class. Shalem Raju

alias Shalemu s/o late Raja Rao belongs to the same village and has one brother and sister. He has

completed MBA and is working in a private company in Mangalagiri for the past one year. Daily

while Amulya was going to the school,  Shalem Raju used to harass her saying that he is in love

with her and shall marry her. Amulya refused many times and has not informed her parents since

she was afraid that he may cause harm to her family as Shalem Raju’s family are financially sound

and politically influenced. As usual on 01-08-2011, Amulya was returning from the school around

5-30pm and Shalem was standing at Dasari Danielu’s house. As she came nearer, Sahalem Raju

forcibly dragged her into the house of Danielu, bolted the door, threatened her by putting a knife at

her neck and misbehaved with her. Amulya waited for a chance, pushed him away and shouted

loudly for help. Having heard Amulya shouting, Dasari Rajani and others came for her rescue.

Since her father was out of station they waited for him. Her father returned back on 08/08/2011. On

the same day Amulya along with her parents and with the help of DSS went to Tsundur PS and

lodged a complaint. A case was registered under sections 354-IPC & 506-IPC bearing Cr No-46/

2011.
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Demands :

* To pay compensation to the victim and provide necessary rehabilitation

* To add sections in IPC and Child Rights Act pertaining to rape of minor girl

Interventions :

* Conducted fact finding

* Got the case registered

* Got the accused arrested

* Represented the incident to the state actors and commissions

State Actors Approached :

* Collector – Guntur District

* SP – Guntur District

* Chairperson – State Human Rights Commission

* Special Chief Secretary – Women development & Child Welfare Department

Present Status of the Case :

* Pending in the court

List of Documents :

* Fact finding report

* Copy of FIR

* Copy of complaint

* Copy of Charge sheet

Legal Standards Breached :

* Whoever commits rape on a woman shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not less

than 7 years and shall also be liable to fine U/s 376 of IPC
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10. Gali Sukanya Rape

Name of the Victim : Gali Sukanya(9)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Pathamalapalli, Kollipara Mandal, Guntur District

Date of incident : 11/3/2011

Name of the Accused : Mandru Gangaiah(29)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Pathamalapalli, Kollipara Mandal, Guntur District

Type of violence : Rape of a minor girl

Jurisdiction : Kollipara PS

FIR Details : Cr No 32/2011 U/s 376(F) of IPC

Brief details of the incident:

Gali Sukanya (9) SC Mala by caste is the daughter of Ramayya and Nagamani. Sukanya is studying

IV class in government school at Kollipara. She has a brother and her parents are agricultural

workers. On the day of the incident, i.e., on 11/3/2011 at about 4 a.m  early in  the  morning

Sukanya’s father went for work in turmeric fields and after finishing the household work her mother

also left for work  around 8.30 a.m. and said  Sukanya to serve food for her father when he comes

for lunch.   At about 11 am Ramayya returned home and knocked the door and found Mandru

Gangaiah(29) SC Mala by caste, their neighbor, opened the door from inside and Sukanya was

beside him.  Gangaiah said that they were watching TV and slipped away.  Ramayya informed the

same to his wife when she returned from work. However, Nagamani noticed that her daughter was

dull and was not eating any food. She found that Sukanya had temperature and she gave a tablet for

fever.

As Sukanya still had fever and as she was dull even on 13th i.e., after 2 days, Nagamani asked

Sukanya what has happened to her.  Then Sukanya revealed what has happened to her on 11th. She

told that Gangaiah came and asked her to open the door for watching TV. She opened the door and

switched on the TV and went inside.   After watching TV for some time, Gangaiah closed the door,

caught hold of Sukanya’s hand, forcibly took her to the next room, pushed her on to the cot and

raped her. As Sukanya started shouting, he closed her mouth and threatened to kill her if she reveals

to her parents. As her father Ramayya knocked the door, Gangaiah cleaned his penis with the blouse

nearby and later opened the door. As informed by Sukanya, her mother checked the blouse and

found that white dry scars of sperm were there. Nagamani informed to her husband and later went

to the police station with Sukanya and lodged a complaint and handed over the blouse. With the
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interference of DSS, a case was registered in Kollipara PS bearing Cr No-32/2011 on 13th March

2011 U/s 376 (F) of IPC, the accused was arrested and the victim sent for medical treatment.

Demands:

* Compensation to the victim

* Rehabilitation to the victim

* To speed up the FSL report

Interventions:

* Conducted fact finding

* Ensured the registration of the case

* Submitted representations to state actors and commissions

* Ensured the arrest of the accused

* Got medical treatment to the victim

State Actors Approached:

* Spl Chief Secretary – Women Welfare & Child Development Department

* Collector – Guntur District

* SP – Guntur Rural

* PD – Women & Child Welfare Dept, Guntur District

Present Status of the Case:

* Charge sheet filed

* Awaiting for FSL report

List of Documents:

* Fact finding report

* FIR Copy

* Copy of the compliant

* Charge sheet

Legal Standards Breached:

* Whoever commits rape on a woman when she is under 12 years of age shall be punished with

imprisonment for a term not less than 7 years and shall also be liable to fine U/s 376(F) of IPC
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11. Mekala Manjusha  Rape

Name of the Victim : Mekala Manjusha (7)

Caste : SC(Madiga)

Address : Chiluvuru, Duggirala Mandal, Guntur Dist.

Name of the Accused : Chiluvuru Nagaraju(22)

Caste : SC(Madiga)

Address : Chiluvuru, Duggirala Mandal, Guntur Dist.

Date of incident : 24-08-2011

Type of Violence : Rape

Jurisdiction : Duggirala P.S. Guntur District

FIR Details : Cr No 127/2011 U/s 376 & 511 of IPC

Brief Details of the Incident :

Raja Babu and Bharathi, SC(Madiga) by caste, are  residents of Chiluvuru Village, Duggirala Mandal,

Guntur District. They have 2 daughters, Mekala Manjusha(7), is their youngest daughter and the

elder daughter studies by staying in a hostel at Duggirala. Manjusha stays with her mother in

Chiluvuru. Raja Babu is working as a Coordinator in Spandana Micro Finance in Chittoor and

comes home once in a month. Bharathi is a daily labourer. Chiluvuru Nagaraju(22) SC(Madiga) by

caste s/o Asaherwadam is their neighbour. On 24-08-2011 Bharathi went for work by leaving

Manjusha alone in the house. In the afternoon as the gas cylinder came, Manjusha called Nagaraju

for help to keep the cylinder inside. Having noticed that Manjusha was alone, Nagaraj came back

again and saw that she was watching TV by sleeping on the cot. He slowly closed the door and

raped her. Noticing that Bharathi has returned from work, Nagaraj pretended as if he was doing

some work in the corridor and later went away. By observing Manjusha, Bharathi suspected that

something has happened. When she asked her daughter, she revealed about the incident. Bharathi

informed the matter to her husband and he came from Chittoor. Later with the help of DSS they

lodged a complaint in Duggirala Police Station on 27-08-2011. A case has been registered U/s 376-

IPC & 511 bearing Cr.No.127/11 dated 27-08-2011 and the victim was sent to Government Hospital

at Guntur for medical tests and treatment.

Demands:

* To pay compensation to the victim

* Provide necessary rehabilitation to the victim as she is a minor

* To add sections in IPC and Child Rights Act pertaining to rape of minor girl
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Interventions :

* Conducted fact finding

* Got the case registered

* Ensured that proper medical treatment was given to the victim

* Got the accused arrested

* Represented the incident to the state actors and commissions

State Actors Approached :

* Collector – Guntur District

* SP – Guntur District

* Chairperson – State Human Rights Commission

* Special Chief Secretary – Women development & Child Welfare Department

Present Status of the Case :

* Charge sheet yet to be filed

List of Documents :

* Fact finding report

* Copy of FIR

* Copy of complaint

Legal Standards Breached :

* Whoever commits rape on a woman shall be punished with imprisonment for a term not less

than 7 years and shall also be liable to fine U/s 376 of IPC
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12. Pambalagudem Caste Abuse and Mass Attack on Dalits

Name of the Victims               : Kotturi Ghantaiah and 13 others

Caste : SC

Address : Pambalagudem, Machilipatnam

Name of the Accused:              Borra Durga Rao and 5 others

Caste : 4 members are Non-SCs and 2 are SCs

Address : Pambalagudem, Machilipatnam

Date of incident : 06/09/2011 & 09/09/2011

Place of Incident : Pambalagudem, Machilipatanam

Type of violence : Caste Abuse and Mass Attack

Jurisdiction : Chilakalapudi PS

FIR Details : (i)  Cr No 121/2011, U/s 323, 341, 506 r/w 34 of IPC

                                                               (ii) Cr No 123/2011, U/s 506 of IPC and

                                                                    3(1)(x) of SC, ST (PoA) Act

Background of Incident:

The youth of Pambalagudem, Machilipatnam have set up Vinayaka idol beside Ramalayam on the

eve of Ganesh festival on 01/09/2011. On the night of 06/09/2011, after completion of worship

(pooja), around 9pm in the night, K. Gantaiah, O. Ravi, and G Venkateswara Rao were distributing

sacred food (prasadam) to the devotees and offered the same to B. Durga Rao, Y. Ramu, M. Vijaya

Durga Rao and 3 others who were present there. B.Durga Rao and 5 others abused K. Gangaiah and

others in the name of caste saying “Ganesh is not your god, Gonthemma and others are your goddesses

and you are permitted to worship them only”. They also said “You Malas, how dare you give the

sacred food to us” and beat them, towed down all the garlands on the Ambedkar statue, threatened

of dire consequences and left away. The next day i.e. on 7.9.2011 K. Gantaiah lodged a written

complaint in Chilakalapudi PS and a case was registered bearing Cr No-121/2011 U/s 323,

341, 506 r/w 34 of IPC. B. Durga Rao, Y. Ramu, M. Vijaya Durga Rao and 3 others were arrested

and sent for remand on 08/09/2011 night. All 6 were immediately released on bail i.e., on 09/

09/2011.

Brief Details of the Incident:

On 09/09/2011 around 1pm in the afternoon K. Gantaiah and 13 others were at the Ganesh tent.

After comming out of jail, Durga Rao and 5 others, came rashly on their motor bikes, stopped near

the tent, abused them on the name of caste, humiliated in public, threatened them of dire consequences

for continuing Ganesh worship (pooja) and went away. K. Gantaiah and others went to Chilakalapudi

PS and lodged a complaint. The case was registered only after the interference of DSS and that too
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after taking the incident to the notice of DIG-Eluru Range. Later the case was registered bearing Cr

No-123/2011 U/s 506 of IPC and 3(1)(x) of SC/ST (PoA) Act. With the continuous pursuance of

DSS the accused were arrested after 4 days i.e., on 12/09/2011 and sent for judicial custody.

Demands :

* The area to be considered as atrocity prone area : The reoccurrence of the incident within a

day of arrest shows the irresponsible behavior of the police towards the dalits and how lenient

they are towards the dominant community people in safeguarding them at the cost of the lives

of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Similarly the sections under which both the

cases have been registered and especially the second case i.e., Cr No-123/2011 clearly confirms

the perspective of the police.

* To add proper sections under SC/ST (PoA) Act and IPC to put an end to such type of incidents.

The second incident within a span of 24 hours has happened as the accused didn’t had any fear

of the law & police, that they can come out easily by any means. Moreover the sections applied

and lenience of police has given ample scope to the accused to come out easily and attack the

dalits again.

* To provide proper protection to the dalits.

* To pay the compensation and other provisions as per SC/ST (PoA) Act.

Interventions:

* Conducted fact finding

* Organized  the community and pressurized the police by staging protest infront of Police Station

for registration of the case

* Took up the incident to the notice of DIG and got the second case registered

* Represented the case to all the state actors and commissions

* Got the accused arrested after continuous pursuance.

State Actors Approached:

* Collector – Krishna District

* Superintendent of Police – Krishna District

* DIG – Eluru range

Present Status of the case:

* Charge sheets of both the cases filed with improper sections

* Pending in court

List of Documents :

* Fact finding report
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* Copy of FIRs

* Copy of Complaint

Legal Standards breached :

* Whoever causes hurt shall be liable for an imprisonment of not exceeding 1 year and also be

liable to fine U/s 323 of IPC

* Whoever wrongfully restraints any person shall be punished with simple imprisonment for a

term not extending to one month and shall also be liable to fine extending to Rs 500/- U/s 341

of IPC

* Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation shall be punished with imprisonment

up to 2 years and shall be liable to fine U/s 506 of IPC.

* Whoever not being a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes commits an offence

against any person belonging to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes by causing insult,

intimidation and humiliation shall be punishable U/s 3(1) (x) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.
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13. Idugullapalli  Attack on Dalits

Name of the Victims : 1.Muvvala Nagaraju

2.Bethi Nagaraju

 3.Puli Anil Kumar

Caste : SC (Mala)

Address : Idugullapalli, Gudur Mandal,

Krishna DIstrict.

Name of the Accused : 1.Kotari Jangal Rao (BC-Kapu)

2.Kotari Sivakalahasti alias Sivaiah

 3.Kotari Daveedu

4.Kotari Jaganmohan Rao

Caste : BC (Kapu)

 Address : Racharlapalem, H/o Peddarayuduthota

Movva Mandal, Krishna District.

Date of incident : 28-07-2011

Type of Violence : Attack on Dalits

Jurisdiction : Kuchipudi P S

FIR Details : Cr No 97/2011 U/s 506 IPC & 3(i) (x) of SC/ST

(PoA)Act

Brief Details of the Incident:

M.Naga Raju S/o.Veraswamy, Bethi Nagaraju S/o.Sanjeeva Rao and Puli Anil Kumar

S/o.Venkateswara Rao, belong to SC (Mala) by caste and residents of  Idugullapalli village of

Gudur mandal in Krishna District. The villagers of Idugullapalli go to other villages for daily work.

M.Nagaraju is the overseer of the labour. On 27-07-2011 they went to Racharlapalem as usual for

agricultural work of Movva mandal in the same district. They have worked in the field of K.Jangala

Rao(50) belonging to dominant community (Kapu) of Racharlapalem village. M.Nagaraju and Jangal

Rao after discussing has fixed six people to work in one acre. After the completion of work on 28th

July, Naga Raju asked for the payment of wages and Jangala Rao agreed to pay only for five and

denied for the sixth one. As they demanded for labour, Jangala Rao abused in the name of caste

saying “ENTIRA MALANA KODUKULLARA EKKUVA MATLADUTUNNARU ASALU

DABBULU EVVANU EMCHESUKUNTARO CHESUKONDI”(You malas, I will not pay the

labour, you do whatever you can) and attacked Naga Raju, later send them away forcibly without

paying the wages and  threatened them of dire consequences. They again requested him for the

wages and in the meanwhile his sons came and abused them saying ‘KULAMTHAKKUVA NA
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KODUKULLARA MEM THALUCHUKUNTE ME MALAPALLE NE LEKUNDA CHESTAM

ANDARI NE NARIKI ASTHI AMMI AYINA BAYATAKI VASTAM”(You low caste bastards we

can ruin your colony and come out of jail easily, by any possible way). When Jangal Rao’s sons

started to attack with sticks, Naga raju and others escaped,   mustered courage, they went to Kuchipudi

PS along with the caste elders and lodged a complaint on the same night. The police detained the

dalits in the police station until the early hours of the next day and send them away without registering

the case. Having come to know that the dalits have lodged a complaint, the Kapus have planned to

mass attack the colony.

The incident was brought to the notice of DSS by the local Ambedkar Youth Associations. DSS

swung into action immediately and has come to know that the local police were making best efforts

in compromising both the parties and were insisting the dalits to withdraw their complaint. DSS

brought pressure on the SI of Kuchipudi and DSP of Avanigadda, made it clear to them that there is

no scope for compromise and asked them to register the case immediately. But still as the DSP

failed to get the case registered, DSS took up the incident to the notice of the Superintendent of

Police and Collector of Krishna District.  With the continuous persuading of DSS, atlast the case

was registered on 1st August ’11 and the accused was remanded on 2nd August.

Demands :

* Charge sheet to be filed immediately

Interventions :

* Conducted fact finding.

* Ensured that the case was taken into the notice of Superintendent of Police, Krishna Dist.

* Ensured that the case was registered and the accused was arrested.

* Ensured that the compensation is paid.

State Actors Approached :

* Collector – Krishna District

* Superintendent of Police – Krishna District

Present Status of the Case :

* Charge sheet yet to be filed

List of Documents :

* Fact finding report
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* FIR Copy

* Copy of the compliant

* Collector’s Proceedings for compensation

* Copy of Charge sheet

* Copy of representation demanding the registration of the case.

Legal Standards Breached:

* Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation shall be punished with imprisonment

up to 2 years and shall be liable to fine U/s 506 of IPC.

* Whoever not being a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes commits an offence

against any person belonging to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes by causing insult,

intimidation and humiliation shall be punishable U/s 3(1) (x) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.
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14. Karatapu Nagamani Attack and Caste Abuse

Name of the Victims : 1. Karatapu  Nagamani

2. Nageswara Rao

Caste : SC Madiga

Address : Regulagadda village, Machavaram Mandal, Guntur District

Name of the accused : 1. Jakkula Kanakaiah

2. Jakkula China Konda

3. Jakkuala Narasaiah

4. Jakkula Bullamai

5. Jakkula Ramana

6. Jakkula Lakshmamma

Caste : BC Yadava

Address : Regulagadda village, Machavaram Mandal, Guntur District

Date of incident : 16/2/2011

Type of violence : Attack and caste abuse

Jurisdiction : Machavaram PS

FIR Details : Cr No 15/2011 U/s 307, 324,& 34 of IPC

Brief details of the incident :

Karatapu Nageswara Rao & Nagamani,  SC Madiga by caste, residents of Regulagadda village,

Machavaram Mandal in Guntur District, are wife and husband who eke out living as agricultural

laborers. Nageswara Rao has 1.5 acres of land in which he is cultivating red grams crop.  In the

same village, Jakkula Narasaiah and his family, of Yadava caste, rare sheep as it is the traditional

profession of their caste. Twenty days ago prior to the incident, Jakkula Narasayya cut a few plants

of the red gram crop in the field of Nageswara Rao. When Nageswara Rao questioned him on this,

he replied that, it was just to eat a few red grams. From that time onwards Nageswara Rao observed

that, some unknown persons were cutting the red grams and also feeding the sheep in his field. On

16/2/2011 around 11 a.m. Nageswara Rao with his wife went to the field to reap the red gram crop.

By the time they reached the field they noticed, Kanakaiah’s sons were feeding the sheep in the

field.  Nageswara Rao questioned Kanakaiah’s sons for their blatant act of feeding the sheep and

there ensued a fight in which, Kanakaiah’s sons bet both Nageswara Rao and Nagamani.  Nageswara

Rao caught hold of a sheep and told about the incident to the caste elders.  Having noticed the

injuries, the elders advised to complain to the police.  While Nageswara Rao along with his brothers

namely, Koteswararao, and his wife Chilakamma, Lazar and his wife Bagyamma were in the bus

stand on the way to police station, Jakkula China Konda, Kanakaiah, Bullamai, Ramana, Gosani
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Pichayya came with sticks and iron rods and attacked them by abusing in the name of caste.  They

chased Nageswara Rao and his brothers shouting, “How dare you register a case on us? Who will

come to save you if we kill you now?”  They again attacked in public. When Banavthu Saidulu

(lambada) Kancharagutla Narayana (Mangali), Nageswara Rao, Asan Ahmad, Patan Hussen came

to the rescue, they escaped.  In the attack, Nageswara Rao had head injury and his brother got his

hand injured.  At last Nageswara Rao and others reached Machavaram PS and lodged a complaint.

The police sent them for treatment to government hospital at Gurajala, but failed to register a case

against Kanakaiah and others.  DSS intervened and ensured the registration of the case on 18/2/

2011 in Machavaram PS.

Demands:

· Compensation for the victims

· Sections  under SC/ ST (POA) Act to be included

Interventions:

· Conducted fact finding

· Ensured the registration of the case

· Ensured the arrest of the accused

· Strengthened the victims and witnesses

· Represented to the commissions and state actors

· Presented the case in the Public hearing organized by DSS

State Actors Approached:

· Collector – Guntur District

· SP – Guntur District

· DSP – Sattenapalli

· IGP – PCR Cell

Present Status of the Case:

· Charge sheet yet to be filed

List of Documents:

· Fact finding report

· FIR Copy

· Copy of Compliant

· Copy of representations to state actors and commissions

Legal Standards Breached:

· Whoever causes hurt with dangerous weapons shall be liable for an imprisonment of not

exceeding 3 years and also be liable to fine U/s 324 of IPC

· Whoever does any act with such intention or knowledge that may cause death would be guilty

of murder and shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to 10 years and shall

also be liable to fine U/s 307 of IPC
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15. Encroachment of Dalits Burial Ground

Name of the Victims : Dalits of Gundala

Caste : SC (Madiga and Mala)

Address : Gundala, Chevella mandal, R R Dt

Name of the Accused : Police Bhaskar Reddy S/o Chandra Reddy and others

Caste : OC Reddy

Address : Gundala, Chevella mandal, R R Dt

Date of Incident : 23/11/2011

Place of Incident : Gundala, Chevella mandal

Type of Violence : Encroachment

Jurisdiction : Chevella PS

FIR details : Cr No 183/2011 U/s 447 and 427 of IPC.

Brief details of the Incident:

The dalits of Gundala were given land to an extent of 5.37 acres in RS No: 245 for the sake of burial

ground. On 23/11/2011 Police Bhaskar Reddy has dug across the burial ground and was laying pipe

line. On the same day the dalits went to the burial ground stopped him and lodged a complaint with

the MRO and Police of Chevella mandal. Since no action was taken Police Bhaskar Reddy again

started to continue the work. The dalits informed to the MRO and Police again, but in vain. DSS

took up the issue to the notice of RDO and DSP of Chevella division. With the instructions of RDO

& DSP, the MRO and Inspector of Police visited Gundala, got the pipe line removed and surveyed

the burial ground and fixed up the boundaries. After the survey it has been revealed that the burial

ground was encroached by Jakkareddy Ram Reddy, Palgutta Venkat Reddy and others of the same

village. Due to the continuous pressure of DSS at last the case was registered on 23/11/2011 by the

Police of Chevella. Ever since this incident took place the reddy community people have been

threatening often for compromise. Again on 27/12/2011 Kavali Balaraju belonging to BC community

of the same village, associated with to reddy community started to lay a pipe line across the burial

ground. The dalits alerted the MRO and the VRO came and stopped the work on 28/12/2011.

Demands:

* Arrest all the encroachers immediately.

* Resurvey the land with the government surveyor once again, fix up the boundaries.

* Put up fencing to the burial ground and lay a proper approach road.

* Provide necessary protection to the dalits.
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16. Someswaram Caste abuse and Mass Attack on Dalits

Name of the Victims : Namala Venkata Lakshmi (38) and 10 others

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Someswaram Village, Rayavaram Mandal, E.G.District

Name of the accused : Polabattula Chakram and 11 others

Caste : OC Kapu

Address : Someswaram Village, Rayavaram Mandal, E.G.District

Date of incident : 2/3/2011

Type of violence : Caste abuse and Mass Attack

Jurisdiction : Rayavaram PS

FIR Details : (i) Cr No - 25/2011 U/s 324 of IPC and 3(1) (x)

     of SC/ST (PoA) Act

(ii) Cr No – 26/2011 U/s 323, 506 r/w 34 and 3(1)(x)

      of SC/ST (PoA) Act

Brief details of the incident:

Namala Arjunudu (40), SC by caste, is a resident of Someswaram Village, Rayavaram Mandal,

E.G. District. On 02/03/2011 on the eve of Maha Sivaratri around 9pm, Namala Arjunudu, his wife

Venkata Lakshmi and their son Anand Kumar went to watch the cultural programs that were organized

in Sivalayam located in the OC(Kapus) area.  Arjunudu, his wife and their son sat in the chairs that

were arranged for the audience in the cultural program. Polabattula Chakram(40) s/o Ganga Raju

OC Kapu by  caste, the organizer of the program saw them sitting on the chairs, came and abused

“Mala Na Kodaka, Nivu Devalayaniki Ravadame Kakunda Kurchilo Kurchuni chustava? Bratuku

thakkuva Badayi ekkuva” (You fellow of Mala caste, how dare you enter our temple and sit on the

chair. You are people of lower level, but show off as if you are of higher level). Chakram caught

hold of Arjunudu’s hair pulled him down. He also caught hold of his wife and tore her blouse. As

they tried to escape, Chakaram hit Arjunudu with the iron chair on his ear. Arjunudu had severe

bleeding from the ear and fell unconscious. Arjunudu’s son ran to the SC colony, informed to the

caste elders. By the time SC caste elders reached the place of incident, the OCs mobilized in large

numbers. Guttala Subba Rao one of the SC caste elder asked Chakram that why he has abused in

the name of caste and attacked Arjunudu’s family. Chakram replied that he did not beat them, but

only just pushed him. Subba Rao said that what Chakram has said is not true and that he had seen

Chakram beating Arjunudu. Meanwhile Nimmakayala Dosa Rao Sarpanch of the village, who

belongs to OC caste, intervened and admitted that mistake has happened from their side and proposed

for a compromise. The caste elders of SC namely, Nukapayyi Katama Raju, Enakoti Chinasubba
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Rao ,Nethala Appa Rao, Virella Asirwadam, Pemki Venkata Rao sat for discussions and have asked

the OC caste elders that why Arjunudu was beaten. In the mean time Sarpanch came there with 150

members belonging to OC caste. OCs (Kapus) have adamantly replied that, SCs are not allowed to

enter into the temple and if anybody enters the temple they will face the same consequences like

Arjunudu. SC caste elders retorted saying that they too had a right to enter in to the temple. OCs got

enraged with this and scolded them in filthy and abusive language, “Mala Lanja Kodakallara yenta

pogarra miku? Make samadanam Cheptara? “ (you mala bastards how dare you reply to us?).  They

also abused SCs saying that ‘if you had enough to eat no one could hold you? Send your wives to us

for this night, and then we will allow you to enter into the temple.’ They also threatened the SCs of

dire consequences and said that if anybody enters the temple their heads will be chopped off.  Then,

OCs put off the power, chased the SCs and beat the SCs with the iron chairs. In this attack Peketi

Ramayya, Dulipudi Venkateswara Rao, Garaga Nanaji, Akula Rambabu, Magapu Gurrayya, Adapa

Satti Babu, Shaka Srinu, Shaka Adi Narayana, Shaka Nageswara Rao, Nunna Venkata Ramana,

Garaga Somanna, Dulipudi Veera Babu and others have participated. SCs went to Rayavaram PS

on the next day i.e., on 03/03/2011 lodged 2 separate complaints. The OCs has also lodged a false

complaint on SCs that they have abused OC women in the cultural program. Two FIRs have been

registered bearing Cr Nos 25 & 26 based on the complaints given by Arjunudu and the caste elders.

As no action was taken by the police, on 4/3/2011 nearly 200 SCs have organized a public action

(Rastaroko) in Machavaram center demanding justice. The police registered a case on dalits bearing

Cr No 27/2011 U/s 143, 341 r/w 34 of IPC.

 Demands:

* Compensation for the victims yet to be paid

* Charge sheet pertaining to Cr No 26/2011 is yet to  be filed

  Interventions :

* Conducted fact finding

* Got the cases registered

* Ensured the arrest of the accused

* Represented the case to the state actors and commissions

State Actors Approached :

* Collector – East Godavari district

* SP – East Godavari district

* DSP  - Ramachandrapuram
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* Commissioner – Social Welfare Department

* State SC/ST Commission

* State Human Rights Commission

Present Status of the Case :

* Cr No 25/2011 is pending with the court

* Charge sheet is yet to be filed for Cr No 26/2011

List of Documents :

* Fact Finding Report

* Copy of FIRs

* Copy of Complaints

* Copy of Charge Sheet pertaining to Cr No 25/2011

Legal Standards Breached :

* Whoever causes hurt with dangerous weapons shall be liable for an imprisonment of not

exceeding 3 years and also be liable to fine U/s 324 of IPC

* Whoever causes hurt shall be liable for an imprisonment of not exceeding 1 year and also be

liable to fine U/s 323 of IPC

* Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation shall be punished with imprisonment

up to 2 years and shall be liable to fine U/s 506 of IPC.

* Whoever not being a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes commits an offence

against any person belonging to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes by causing insult,

intimidation and humiliation shall be punishable U/s 3(1) (x) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.
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17. Mulagapudi  Mass Attack on Dalits

Name of the Victims : Kapavarapu Nageswara Rao and 24 others

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Mulagapadi, Rowthulapudi Mandal, E G Dt

Name of the accused : Koruprolu Nanaji and 30 others

Caste : BC Koppula Velama

Address : Mulagapadi, Rowthulapudi Mandal, E G Dt

Date of incident : 2/5/2011

Type of violence : Mass Attack

Jurisdiction : Kotanaduru PS

FIR Details : Cr No 39/2011 U/s 147, 148, 323, 324 r/w 149 and 3(1)

(iii) of SC/ST (PoA) Act

Back ground of the Incident:

Every year since for the past 60 years Vemulamma Jathara is organized near Ramalayam in the first

week of May. Vemulamma temple is about half kilometer away on a hill near Mulagapudi. In the

last week of April the villagers go on to the hill and bring goddess Vemmulamma to Ramalayam

temple and keep her there until 2nd May and all these days the jatara (festival) goes on. On 3rd May

they take a buffalo with turmeric and kumkuma to Chinnari hill, slaughter the buffalo, shed its

blood, collect the blood in a pot and put all types of seeds in it. After one week open the pot and see

which seed has sprouted. They cultivate the crop of the seed that sprouted.

Every year for this celebration villagers hoist two props in the village, one will be hoisted by BC

caste people and the second one is by the Dalits. But the two props will be cut and brought by the

dalits from the hill. They tie a rope like a cradle to the two props and elders of the BC caste will

swing on the cradle.  Buffalo that will be slaughtered on the festival day should be reared by the

dalits; sword that is used for slaughter is also swung before it is used. But the dalits are not allowed

to swing on the cradle. During the time of hoisting the props some or the other quarrel takes place

between the two castes every year. BC caste people used to beat the dalits, make compromise later

and it has become a fun. As Sarpanch also belongs to the BC caste, dalits are harassed more. All the

provisions are made available only to the Koppula velamas and dalits are deprived of even the basic

amenities like housing, roads etc.   BC caste persons used to sarcastically comment on the dalits if

any of them is neatly dressed and used to fight on dalits if they are on the roads after 6 p.m. Because

of this reason dalits are very much frightened to go on to the roads after 6 p.m.
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Brief details of the incident :

On the day of incident i.e. 2/5/2011, Koppula Velama caste people told dalits to hoist the two props

themselves as every year fighting was taking place. Accordingly, dalits started hoisting the sticks.

Koruprolu Nanaji, Chitakayala Venkatesh, Gaddam Venkataramna, Gaddam  Nani, Ruttala Srinu,

Ankamareddy Srinu, Chintakayala Tataji, Chintakayala Veerababu, Yamala Veerababu, Acchinttala

Venkataramana, Paila Govindu, Tamarala Venkataramana,Koruprolu Ramna, Ruttala Bojji alias

Nukaraju, Ankamareddy Satish Kumar (Sarpanch) Chintakayala Veera venkata Satyannarayana,

Gadi Sattibabu, Chintakayala Ramana, Ruttala Sattibabu, Yamala Jamilu,Chintakayala Raju,

Ankamareddy Govindu,Chintakayala Rambabu, Ruttala Sattibabu , Yamala Naidu, Koriprolu Babji,

Ankamreddy Ramana Babu (VRC) , Ankamreddy Sattibabu, Ruttala Somannadora, Thamarala Srinu,

Mandeli Chukkayya, came and scolded dalits and beat Kaparapu Apparao, Kaparapu Satyannarayana,

Kaparapu Aragali, Katam yesu who are hoisting the sticks and abused dalits , telling “Vorey  Mala

Lanja Kodukullara, Mala Lanja Mundallara aenta sepu pathutharra”.  Dalits went and questioned

the sarpanch. Sarpanch got anger for dalits questioning and scolded them by saying “Mala Lanja

kodukulaku Samadanam Cheppala? Adigina na kodukulanu addamga narukutham”.   Then BCs

surrounded the remaining dalits namely , Kaparapu Peda Apparao, Kaparapu Yelish raju, Kaparapu

Raju, Kaparapu Vemulu, Kaparapu Arjunudu, Kaparapu Varahalu, Sarika Sattibabu, Kaparapu

Marakayya, Konkipudi Apparao, Karakati Manniyya, Bandi Raju, Kaparapu Gopala Swami,

Kaparapu Nageswara rao, Karakati Chinnari, Karakati Vemulathalli, Kaparapu Lovakumari,

Kaparapu Suguna, Karakati Veerbabu, Konkipudi Kumar, Dontimalla Lakshmi, Donthimalla

Ramana, Nokku Ramakrishna. With the weapons like swords and axes, 100 BC’s chased the dalit

youth from Ramalayam to Ambedkar Statue in the dalit colony. Velamas cut the power supply and

attacked the dalits including the women and the children in the colony. Velama’s also spoke in an

abusive manner insulting the dalit women shouting “Catch the Mala Lanjas, we will rape them”

and spoke all unparliamentary words.  Dalits were scared of the incident and they went and hid in

the hills for that night.

Police who are supposed to be in the village during the time of festival are not found in the village

during the time of attack.  While the attack was going on a Pastor from Mulagapudi informed the

police station at Kotanandhuru, but they have not responded. .  Next day Sarpanch and VRO with

the BC caste elders brought the police and negotiated for a compromise. But dalits refused and

lodged a complaint.  Velamas got angry over the dalits and imposed social boycott by not allowing

to work and supply of milk.

Demands:

* Compensation to the victims
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Interventions :

* Conducted fact finding

* Representation to the state actors

* Representation to the Collector demanding relief.

State Actors Approached :

* SP – East Godavari District

* Collector - East Godavari District

* Commissioner Social Welfare Department

* State SC/ST Commission

Present status of the case :

* Pending in the court

List of Documents :

* Fact finding report

* Copy of FIR

* Copy of Complaint

Legal Standards Breached :

* Whoever is guilty of rioting shall be punished with imprisonment extended up to 2 years and

shall also be liable to fine U/s 147 of IPC

* Whoever is guilty of rioting, being armed with deadly weapons or anything used as a weapon of

offence likely to cause death shall be punished with imprisonment extended up to 3 years and

shall also be liable to fine U/s 148 of IPC

* Whoever causes hurt shall be liable for an imprisonment of not exceeding 1 year and also be

liable to fine U/s 323 of IPC

* Whoever causes hurt voluntarily with weapons is liable for imprisonment for a term extending

up to 3 years and shall also be liable for fine U/s 324 of IPC

* Whoever not being a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes

      commits an offence against any person belonging to scheduled castes or

      scheduled tribes by causing insult, intimidation and humiliation shall be

      punishable U/s 3(1) (x) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.
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18. Chellapu Devi Sexual Exploitation & Cheating

Name of the Victim : Chellapu Devi

Caste : BC Yadava

Address : Devavaram village, Nakkavaram Mandal,

Visakapatnam District.

Date of incident : 24/3/2011

Name of the Accused : Kuramdasu Ramana

Caste : BC Yadava

Address : Devavaram village, Nakkapalli Mandal,

Visakapatnam  District.

Type of violence : Sexual Exploitation

Jurisdiction : Nakkapalli PS, Visakhapatnam District

FIR Details : Cr No 47/2011 U/s 420, 376 & 506 of IPC

Brief details of the incident :

Chellapu Sesha Rao (45) BC Yadava by caste, is a resident of Devavaram village, Nakkapalli mandal,

Visakhapatnam district. He has two daughters, Devi (16) and Parimala (10).   Sesha Rao has lost his

wife 3 years ago. He buys and sells scrap iron. The victim, Devi, the eldest of his two daughters, is

dumb by birth apart from being mentally retarded.   Sesha Rao has been taking care of his two

daughters ever since his wife passed away.

Sesha Rao goes out daily to earn his livelihood.  Kuramdasu Ramana (23) s/o Surya Rao, BC

Yadava by caste who is the resident of the same village and a close relative of Sesha Rao used to

often come to Sesha Rao’s house. He is already married twice and both his wives have deserted

him. Having noticed that Sesha Rao is often out of home, Kuramdasu Ramana exploited the situation.

He used to come regularly to Sesha Rao’s house in his absence and forcibly had sexual relation with

Devi. He promised to marry her and continued his sexual relation. When Devi revolted, he threatened

her not to reveal to anyone or else he will kill her and her sister.

As Devi was looking dull, Sesha Rao asked her as to what happened and she showed at Ramana.

Later Sesha Rao came to know that Devi was already 3 months pregnant. On 23/3/2011 Shesha Rao

approached the caste elders to seek justice to her daughter. When the caste elders questioned Ramana,

he denied and said he doesn’t know anything and has challenged them to do whatever they can do.

With the intervention of DSS a complaint was lodged with Nakkapalli PS on 24/03/11 and a case

was registered bearing Cr No-47/2011 U/s 420, 376 & 506 of IPC.
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Demands:

* The victim has delivered boy child on 01/10/2011 at Government hospital, Kakinada. DNA test

is yet to be done.

* Provide medical assistance, rehabilitation and compensation to the victim immediately

Interventions:

* Conducted fact finding

* Ensured the registration of the case

* Submitted representation to the state actors and commissions

* Got medical treatment to the victim at Kakainada and got her delivered.

State Actors Approached:

* Collector – Visakhapatnam

* PD – Women and Child Welfare Dept, Visakhapatnam

* SP – Visakhapatnam Rural

* Spl Chief Secretary – Women and Child Welfare Dept.

* State Human Rights Commission

Present Status of the case:

* Interim Charge sheet filed

List of Documents:

* Fact finding report

* FIR

* Copy of complaint

Legal Standards Breached:

* Whoever cheats and there by dishonestly induces the person shall be liable for an imprisonment

and also be liable to fine U/s 420 of IPC

* Whoever commits rape shall be shall be liable for an imprisonment not less than 7 years or may

be for life and also be liable to fine U/s 376 of IPC

* Whoever commits the offence of criminal intimidation shall be punished with imprisonment

up to 2 years and shall be liable to fine U/s 506 of IPC.
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19. Bhagyamma Cheating & Caste Abuse

Name of the Victim : Bhagyamma (25)

Caste :  SC Madiga

Address : Vikarabad, Ranga Reddy District

Name of the Accused : 1.Tanem Yadayya (SC Madiga)

2. Tanem Narasayya (SC Madiga)

3. Tanem Anjamma (SC Madiga)

4. Patla Srinivas (OC Kamma)

5. Patla Shekar (OC Kamma)

Date of incident : 2/2/2011

Jurisdiction : Vikarabad PS

Type of violence : Caste abuse and Cheating

FIR Details : Cr No-37/2011 U/s 420 of IPC and 3(1) (X) & (XI)

of SC/ST (PoA) Act

Brief Details of the Incident :

Bagyamma (25) SC Madiga by caste is a native of Madharam village, Nawabpet mandal in Ranga

Reddy district. She was married on 25/05/2002 to Chennagalla Srinayya SC Madiga by caste of

Gottumukkula village, Vikarabad mandal of Ranga Reddy district. They had a daughter in the year

2006. Srinayya is a tractor driver and he went to Karnataka on duty and he stayed there. As their

house is situated in the outskirts of the village, Thanem Yadaiah(30) their distant relative used to

stay as companion to Bagyamma.  Thanem Yadaiah(30) SC Madiga by caste son of Narasaiah is

also a resident of Gottumukkula village. Due to this intimacy, Yadaiah and Bhagyamma fell in love

with each other and had sexual relation.  As Yadaiah came to know that Bhagyamma became pregnant,

he promised to marry her in the presence of the caste elders and married her in September 2008 at

Yadagirigutta. They took a room for rent in Bollaram(Miyapur) for 6 months and later shifted to

Ligampalli and stayed there for about 6 months. Baghyamma gave birth to a girl child in March

2009. In September 2009 Yaddayya’s parents and P Srinivas Ex. MPTC member came to them at

Hyderabad, convinced them that they will get them married officially and took them back to

Gottumukkula. After reaching the village P Srinivas (Ex. MPTC) asked Bhaygamma to go and stay

with her parents until the marriage arrangements are made. As advised by Srinivas (Ex MPTC),

Bhagyamma went to her mother’s house. Even after many days, as there was no information from

Yaddayya, Bhagyamma went to Yadayya’s house and asked for him. They informed her that he is

out of station and asked her to come later. After some days as there was no response, again
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Bhagyamma again went to Yadayya’s house and came to know that he was sent to Mumbai. Later in

January 2011 after she came to know that Yadayya has returned from Mumbai, Bhagyamma went to

Yadayya’s house. Srinivas (Ex.MPTC) intervened and warned Bhagyamma to forget about Yadayya

and he will arrange for some money. Though she pleaded for many times, they denied to marry

Yadaiah to her. Srinivas and his brother Shekar abused Bhagyamma in the name of caste and pushed

her out. Srinivas has also said that if she wants she can stay with him. Yadayya’s land is in possession

of Srinivas and their whole family is in his grip.

Later Bhagyamma approached the police and lodged a complaint in Vikarabad PS. A case was

registered bearing Cr No - 37/2011 U/s 420 of IPC and 3(1) (X) & (XI) of SC/ST (POA) Act in

Vikarabad PS on 2/2/2011. The victim has received a notice from the IO dated 09/04/2011 stating

that the case has been closed as it is a false complaint.

Demands:

* To reopen the case and conduct proper investigation

* To provide necessary compensation and rehabilitation to the victim and her child.

* To conduct DNA test

Interventions:

* Conducted Fact finding

* Represented the case to the Collector – Ranga Reddy district

* Represented the case to the Superintendent of Police – Ranga Reddy district

* Continuous follow-up with the DSP and Inspector of Vikarabad – Ranga Reddy district for

reopening the case

* Presented the case in the District Vigilance and Monitoring Committee of Ranga Reddy district

Documents Collected:

* Fact Finding Report

* FIR Copy

* Copy of complaints

* Notice issued by the IO stating that the case has been closed as false complaint

* Copy of representations submitted to Collector and Superintendent of Ranga Reddy district

Legal Standards Breached:

* Whoever cheats and there by dishonestly induces the person shall be liable for an imprisonment

and also be liable to fine U/s 420 of IPC

* Whoever not being a member of scheduled castes or scheduled tribes commits an offence

against any person belonging to scheduled castes or scheduled tribes by abusing in the name of

caste and outraging her modesty  shall be punishable U/s 3(1)(X)&(XI) of SC/ST (PoA) Act.
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20. Badda Sumalatha Murder

Name of the Deceased : Badda Sumalatha (20)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Balepalli, Veeravasaram Mandal, W.G. District

Name of the accused  : Badda Ratna Raju (24)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Balepalli, Veeravasaram Mandal, W.G. District

Date of incident : 06/10/2011

Type of violence : Murder

Jurisdiction : Veeravasaram PS

FIR details : Cr No 114/2011 U/s 302 & 304 B IPC

Brief details of the incident:

Badda Sumalatha (20) SC Mala by caste is the daughter of late Pilli Ananda Rao, resident of

Mallavaram village, Narsapuram mandal in West Godavari district. She was married to Badda

Ratna Raju(24) SC Mala by caste of Balepalli village, Veeravasaram mandal, West Godavari district

on 26/05/2009. During the time of marriage Raju’s mother demanded a dowry of Rs 50,000/- cash

and 2 tulas gold and the same was paid to them as dowry. Everything went on well for about one

year. Since for past one and half year Ratna Raju started to harass Sumalatha for additional dowry

of RS 25,000/-. Ratna Raju also had an extramarital relation with a woman of the same village. He

used to harass Sumalatha both physically and mentally. 4 months before her death, the issue was

put before the caste elders of Balepalli and Raju agreed before the elders to change his behavior and

look after his wife properly. There was no change in Raju, instead he has increased harassment and

used to beat Sumalatha often. 4 days before the death of Sumalatha, she came to her mother’s house

and has complained that Raju has send her to bring money. They convinced her and sent her back.

On 06/10/2011 around 11pm Purushotham maternal uncle of Ratna Raju called to Pilli Ashok

brother of Sumalatha stating that his sister has been admitted in the hospital as she was not well.

Purushotham again called Ashok after half an hour and informed that his sister was dead. Ashok

went to Balepalli along with his villagers and questioned Ratna Raju. Raju has admitted before all

that he has beaten Sumalatha and later she has committed suicide by consuming poison. Ashok has

alleged that Raju has beaten her sister and forcibly made her to consume poison, thus causing her

death.
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Interventions:

* Conducted fact finding

* Got the case registered

* Submitted representations to the commissions and state actors

* Ensured the arrest of the accused

State Actors Approached:

* Collector – West Godavari District

* SP - West Godavari District

Present status:

* RFSL report is pending

* Charge sheet yet to be filed

List of Documents:

* Fact finding report

* Copy of FIR

* Copy of complaint

Legal Standards Breached:

* Where the death of a women is caused by any burns or bodily injury or occurs otherwise than

under normal circumstances within 7 years of her marriage and it is shown that soon before her

death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband or any relative of her husband

in connection with any demand for dowry, such death shall be called dowry death and shall be

liable for punishment with imprisonment for a term not less than 7 years and can be extended to

life imprisonment U/s 304 B of IPC.

* Whoever commits murder shall be punished with death or imprisonment for life and shall also

be liable to fine U/s 302 of IPC
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21. Merugu Shanti Priya Murder

Name of the Deceased : Merugu Shati Priya (24)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Pinakadimi, Pedavegi Mandal, W.G. District

Name of the accused : Merugu Raja Rao

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Kuppakagudem, Pedavegi Mandal, W.G. District

Date of incident : 26/5/2011

Type of violence : Murder

Jurisdiction : Pedavegi PS

FIR details : Cr No 111/2011 U/s 304 B IPC

Brief details of the incident :

Merugu Shanti Priya (24) SC Mala by caste is the eldest daughter of G Prasad resident of Pinakadimi

Village,  Pedavegi Mandal, W.G. District.   Prasad also has a son who is studying engineering.

Prasad is an auto driver. His wife deserted him in 1997, since then he used to take care of the

children. Prasad performed the marriage of his daughter Shanthi Priya in the year 2007 with Merugu

Raja Rao S/o Praksh Rao resident of   Kuppakagudem, Pedavegi Mandal in W.G. District.  Shanthi

Priya and her husband were staying with their in-laws.  Raja Rao is a mason. They have two daughters;

the elder one is   aged 4 years and the younger one 8 months. Raja Rao used to take care of Shanti

Priya well until the birth of their second daughter. Later Shati Priya noticed that Raja Rao was

neglecting her and often quarrelling with her. When Shanti Priya enquired for the reasons of change

in her husband, she came to know that Raja Rao was in love with a girl before their marriage and

has got into touch with her again and brought her to the same village. On 26/05/2011 around 6 p.m.

in the evening Shanthi Priya went to market to buy vegetables. There she saw Raja Rao talking to

the woman with whom he had extra marital relation.  On the same night Shanthi Priya and Raja Rao

quarreled on this matter. Around 10 p.m. on the same night i.e. on 26/05/2011 Shanthi Priya’s

brother got a phone call from Raja Rao that his sister was brought to the government hospital in

Eluru for treatment as she fell down. Shanthi Priya’s father and her maternal uncle immediately

rushed to the hospital and have noticed that she was in unconscious state and they were informed by

the doctors that an operation to her neck has to be done immediately. An operation was done to her

immediately and later shifted to ENT ward. On the same night i.e. on 26/05/2011 Shanthi Priya

died around 11-50 p.m. while undergoing treatment.

The mother-in-law of the deceased has said that while both were quarreling, she took the children

and came in to the next room, later her son went out for bathroom and in the mean time Shanthi

Priya closed the doors. As she was not opening the doors, they forcibly opened the doors and found

that she has hanged herself. Then they immediately moved her to the hospital. But Shanthi Priya’s

father alleged that his daughter was killed by Raja Rao, by squeezing her neck. He has also said that

often her daughter used to complain that she was being beaten by her husband.   A case was registered

in Pedavegi PS based on the complaint of her father U/S 304-B of IPC at 8:30 a.m. on 27/05/2011.
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Interventions :

* Conducted fact finding

* Got the case registered

* Submitted representations to the commissions and state actors

* Ensured the arrest of the accused

State Actors Approached :

* Collector – West Godavari District

* SP - West Godavari District

Present status :

* Pending in the court

List of Documents :

* Fact finding report

* Copy of FIR

* Copy of complaint

* Inquest report

* Postmortem report

Legal Standards Breached :

* Where the death of a women is caused by any burns or bodily injury or occurs otherwise than

under normal circumstances within 7 years of her marriage and it is shown that soon before her

death she was subjected to cruelty or harassment by her husband or any relative of her husband

in connection with any demand for dowry, such death shall be called dowry death and shall be

liable for punishment with imprisonment for a term not less than 7 years and can be extended to

life imprisonment U/s 304 B of IPC.
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Role of Police and Judiciary

Centuries old attitude of looking down the dalits, particularly the dalit women, is still dominating

the mind set of the people.  That is why, despite constitutional proclamation of equality and abolition

of untouchability, the society is not able to accept the fact of equality of the dalit women and girl

children.  Hence, it is indispensable for the dalit women and girl children to fight for their rights and

justice.   As long as dalit women silently suffered like slaves within and outside the house without

questioning caste, class and gender exploitation, everything went on normally. Such dalit women

raising their voices and demanding their rights has turned out to be a challenge for the important

departments like police and judiciary whose outlook is not different from the  dominant social

outlook .   So whenever the dalit women, who have now grown up as leaders, approach the police

officials, question them about the injustice and discuss about the laws, the concerned personnel are

unable to digest the reality. These departments are unable to do justice as they do not have gender

perspective and they take the side of the rich & dominant communities.  Being corrupt, yielding for

money & political pressure the personnel of these departments directly and indirectly support the

influential people in the society.   Due to ingrained prejudice against dalit women, the officials of

these departments do not discharge their duties with honesty, they trouble the victims, force them

for compromise by using their power instead of registering cases. Further, in collusion with the

accused,  they strangle the entire legal process with loop sided investigation, improper filing of

charge sheet, disinterested performance of prosecution and in some instances are closing the cases

as false complaints.

Police Department:

* The victims are not being given due respect in police stations

* Not registering the case immediately

* Not applying proper sections, especially SC/ST (PoA) Act

* Not giving acknowledgement including copy of FIR after receiving complaint

* Delay in investigation process

* Providing all sorts of things to the accused in the presence of the victims in the police

stations

* Police doing mediation for compromise on behalf of the accused

* Supporting the caste elders for compromise

* Not giving correct information to the higher officials

* Questioning the organizations working honestly, demoralizing the victims not to take the

assistance of such organizations
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* To force the victims to come to the places of the accused for investigation

* Not giving appropriate information in an understandable way to the victims

* The replies to the courts are not furnished on time

* Prejudice

* Give scope for the accused to approach higher courts

* Lack of knowledge on special laws and be reluctant

* Not making the victims and witnesses to understand the court process

* The special police cells meant for the implementation of special Acts do not function

properly

Judiciary:

* Not taking proper actions for the delay caused in filing charge sheet etc

* Lack of gender perspective

* Special Acts are not taken into consideration

* Not giving due importance to evidences, witnesses and dying declarations

* Judicial system is not accessible and is in a state which is not understandable for common

people

* As the witnesses are not given proper importance or protection, no one is strong enough to give

evidence

* Intolerable delay

* No difference shown between the accused and the victims

* Lack of orientation, improper functioning of lok adalats and women laws not appreciated with

a positive outlook

* Unwilling to exercise its power and authority over executive

* The whole process not being in local language

* Justice delayed is justice denied

* The entire system being biased

District Vigilance and Monitoring Committees:

The district collector is the chairman of committee and the members of the committee are

superintendent of police/police commissioner, social welfare department, SC Corporation, women

& child welfare department, elected representatives, public prosecutor and representatives of two

nongovernmental organizations. This committee meets once in 3 months and the state committee

meets once in 6 months and discusses on the situation and progress made in the atrocity cases. The

Coordinators of DSS in all the 7 districts participate regularly in the meetings of these committees

and discuss about the cases that it has addressed. Similarly it also fights for justice by bringing the
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gaps case wise, the status of the case, compensation & rehabilitation, arrest of the accused, protection

to the victims & witnesses and the functioning of the concerned departments to the notice of the

committee. Though DSS is waging a continuous battle it has achieved result in not more than one

or two cases and all the remaining are left back. The main departments like police, social welfare

and women & child welfare are not discharging their duties properly, like wise good results could

not be seen under the monitoring of the concerned government officials. For example in the cases

pertaining to Ranga Reddy district such as death of Renuka, attack and gang rape of Triveni, Case

of Jyothi in Hyderabad, Cases of mass attack on dalits & Kopparapu Satyanarayanamma in East

Godavari, Cases of Katti Mariamma, K Nagamani, Manjusha, Sukanya, Naga malleswari, Amulya

of Guntur district, the cases of Karagraharam & Kappiri Divya in Krishna district have not been

resolved until this day though they were on and off raised in the committee meeting.  Coming to the

vigilance and monitoring committee of the state for which the Chief Minister is the chair person is

functioning for name sake and no justice is being done to the victims.

Evaluation on implementation of SC, ST (PoA) Act by Planning Commission of India :

Planning Commission of India has appointed consultant for evaluating the implementation of SC,

ST (PoA) Act in the states. As part of the evaluation Abhay Nath Jha has visited AP from 25th to

27th of August 2011. He has met some of the victims pertaining to the atrocity cases dealt by DSS

in Ranga Reddy District. He visited the place of incident and had elaborate discussions with the

victims and witnesses. In support of the gaps raised by DSS in these cases, he has enquired with the

revenue and police officials on the status. On the same day the DSS team led by its Convener had a

prolific meeting with the consultant wherein the regular gaps in the implementation of the Act with

few examples case wise were detailed to him. Likewise the hurdles faced day to day while demanding

for the implementation of SC, ST (PoA) Act were also explained. Bojja Tharakam has explained in

detail about the lapses in implementation of the said Act starting from registration of the case till

judgement including the investigation, charge sheet, quash petitions & anticipatory bails by the

High Court etc. Similarly he has also explained about the attitude of the police, social welfare, and

revenue departments including the judiciary.
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News Paper Clippings
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The impoverished and underprivileged lot of dalits and dalit women cannot be uplifted without

concomitant changes in the socio, economical and political scenario. Without economic

independence, dalits cannot expect to achieve success in all the other aspects. Dalits, who have

been toiling on the land are deprived of land for generations and were kept only as serfs to sub serve

the landed gentry need to be made owners of land, so that they can lead life in the villages with

Dalit Women – Land and Livelihood

dignity and self respect.  If a dalit family own

even a small piece of land, the whole family

can toil on their own land and eke out life with

dignity.  But unfortunately, large tracts of land

continue to be in possession of vested interests

and absentee landlords even this day. The dalit

women are the main work force in the villages

responsible for production; sweat out in hot

sun by doing all skilled and  hard labour from

sowing till the harvest of paddy and other

crops.   Leftist movements in the past

concentrated on the issue of land distribution

and dalits actively participated in such

in the past also was lost by them due

through distress sale due to poverty or

was alienated by dominant

communities.

Dalit Sthree Sakthi, has been

facilitating the dalit families in some

instances to regain the lost land. 66

dalit families of Yellakonda village in

Ranga Reddy district were given 60

yards of house sites each in 1999 by

the government and in 2009 the

government has taken it back without

their knowledge and allotted the same

movements for land. Now there are no such movements and the government schemes of land

distribution remained mostly as slogans and on paper.   Whatever limited land that dalits acquired

land to electricity sub-station. Since then a movement to regain the land is going on under the

leadership of Dalit Sthree Sakthi women collectives. DSS identified another government vacant

land and demanded the government for allocation. On demand of DSS the collector has asked the

concerned RDO for explanation that on what grounds the land allocated for dalits has been taken
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back. There are many such incidents. The alienation of land has not stopped with house sites and

agriculture land; even the burial grounds of dalits are being encroached.   As there is a boom of land

prices in places like Visakhapatnam, the situation is still worse. The concerned departments are

getting the slums forcibly evacuated and allotting the same to big shots, which is throwing the poor

into more vulnerable situation. Similarly the dalits in

Rajayya Pet were given 18 acres of land in RS Nos 36

– 61 by the government, the revenue records say that

the land is under the cultivation of the dalits, but in

reality it is in the hands of the dominant communities

as the land is worth crores of rupees. The same has

been confirmed by the revenue authorities. The dalits

took this issue to the notice of the

concerned authorities and got a case

registered.   Due to the pressure of the

political leaders the police yielded and

close the case as false complaint.

The dalits of Gundala were allocated 2.18

acres of land in RS No 245; the adjacent

farmers belonging to dominant community

encroached the burial ground and started

to lay pipe line across the burial ground.

Though the incident was brought to the

notice of the concerned revenue officials,  proper action was not taken. DSS intervened, brought

pressure on the police and got a case registered. Still as no justice was done, DSS took up the matter

with the Collector, got the land re-surveyed, ensured action against the encroachers, got it written in

the revenue records and ensured that a certified copy was given to the dalits.

Dallit Women - MGNREGA

Rural Employment Guarantee Act has been

meant for the uplift of the poor, where as if we

examine into the implementation of the scheme,

many irregularities have taken place and crores

of rupees have been mis-utilized. The main

motto behind the formulation of this Act has

been side tracked. In its areas of operation, DSS

identified the injustice done to dalit women in

implementation and took up the responsibility

of effective implementation of the Act. DSS

has formed the dalit women into Dalit Sthree
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Shramik Unions (DSSU), got them registered with the government, gave them necessary training

on the Act, identified the works useful for the dalits and got them sanctioned. The works mainly

identified were digging of water storage ditches, levelling of land, formation of bunds, deepening

of irrigation canals, plantations etc.

As part of getting the identified work sanctioned, DSS has facilitated the Dalit Sthree Shramik

Unions in such a way that they used to meet the concerned officials at mandal and district levels on

every Monday being the grievances day. In this

process many a times DSS was forced to go for

public protest actions at mandal level and also

publicise the issue through print and electronic

media.  DSS ensured that the wages were paid

on time, 200 dalit women were appointed as

Meths, 500 DSSUs were registered and tools

were given for 474 dalit women.   In its area of

operation DSS got works sanctioned for 6950

dalit women, got the job cards issued and the bank accounts opened on the name of dalit women.

DSS ensured that the work site facilities and other norms of the Act are implemented. The cancellation

of NREGA works in Moinabad on the pretext

of real estate was taken to the notice of the

concerned officials, but went in vain due to

the political pressure,  though the collector

has issued order for revival of works. DSS

had an exclusive meeting with the concerned

Minister on this issue. As there was no action,

DSS took up the matter with District Legal

Aid Authority and State Human Rights Commission

with a detailed report and all evidence. Similarly

continuous efforts were made for the sanction of

widow, old age & disabled pensions, ration cards,

house sites, individual toilets, gas connections and

other schemes.

Grama Sabhas

DSS has organized Grama sabhas between April –

June at village level in its area of operation under

the leadership of women collectives to discuss on

the long pending issues, to strengthen and bring

awareness to the women collectives. In these grama
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sabhas discussions were also held for the

promoting education among dalit girl children,

to identify various pending issues pertaining

to dalit women apart from identifying works

under NREGA, accessing it and strategic action

plans were formulated in 35 villages spread

over 7 districts.

The main problems identified in Gram

sabhas are as follows :

* Payment of less wages @ Rs 3/- per day as

it was hard soil

* Improper roads and drainages

* Lack of gas connections

* Old age and widow pensions

* NREGA works

* Water facility (water tank comes only alternative days)

* Issue of House site pattas and house sites

* Liquor Belt shops

* Electricity facility & street lights

* Individual toilets

* Issues in anganwadi centers, government schools and social welfare hostels.

The community was given necessary awareness, the identified issues were taken to the officials

at village level, some of them were resolved and thus increasing the confidence levels of the

women collectives.
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Collectorates Muttadi (Public Actions/Dharnas)

The issues identified during the Grama Sabhas organized at village were taken to the notice of the

concerned officials at Mandal level and the unresolved issues at Mandal level were again taken up

with the district level authorities. As the issues referred to the district authorities were not addressed,

similarly keeping in view of the coming academic year the specific issues pertaining to anganwadi

centers and schools have also been identified which needed the immediate attention of the district

authorities. Therefore it has been decided to hold public actions as required at Mandal headquarters,

Divisional Head Quarters and Collectorates in

order to get the issues resolved and to gain much

visibility for the cause through print and electronic

media. These public actions were held in the

months of June and July.  Hundreds of dalit women

were mobilized in front of mandal development

offices, revenue divisional offices and the

Collectorates for Public Actions (Dharnas); slogans

were raised on the issues for hours together.

Convener addressed the gathering and the media were clearly explained about the purpose of the

public action. Representations addressed to the Collectors and Revenue Divisional Officer were

prepared according to the issues including the violations in the cases pertaining to rape, murder etc,

and were submitted to them. In Tenali the RDO had to come out of his chamber and give explanation

issue wise and give assurance to resolve them immediately in front of the media and more than 300

dalit women. Similarly the MPDO-Gudur

mandal had no other option rather than to

come out of her chamber in the evening as

the dalit women sat in front of her office

for hours together.   She gave assurance to

revive the works under NREGA

immediately and also make payment of

pending wages immediately.   In Guntur

district the victims of attack were presented

before the Collector demanding justice, similarly the victims of sexual exploitation and gang rape

were presented before the Deputy Inspector General of Police-Eluru Range and the District Collector-

Visakhapatnam district respectively. In West Godavari district the Collector has called for the

concerned district officers pertaining to the issues and gave them necessary instructions in the

presence of the participants.
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The impact of the gram sabhas and the

public actions held in continuation

could be seen. The process done in the

gram sabhas has helped the dalit

women to have a better understanding

of the issues, the process to be done

and their role. Similarly the public

actions held have build the confidence

levels of the women collectives and the

beneficiaries, in the same way the

pressure was build on the concerned district level authorities for speeding up the process to resolve

the pending issues as they were explained in detailed issue wise.  This process also helped in

sensitizing the concerned authorities to some extent towards the issues and dalit women. Similarly

call given for public actions at Collectorates by DSS at state level has sent fears among the authorities

and during the public actions in all most all the districts much police force were mobilized and the

gathering was cordoned. The police too had a tough time in controlling the procession. Likewise

much visibility was gained

to the issues through the

print and electronic media

as it hit the headlines of the

city edition in most of the

daily news papers in

respective districts. The

responses in the form of

action initiated have started

to come in writing from the

concerned departments.
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News Paper Clippings
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The dalit bahujans are not having sufficient representation in the state assemblies and parliament

due the “first past the post (FPTP) or the majoritarian” system of elections. For the dalit bahujans to

come on to political power we need to change the present electoral system, put an end to competition,

corrupt politics etc. As part of campaign on electoral reforms Dalit Sthree Sakthi has organized

workshops for panchyatraj leaders, ambedkar youth associations and women collective leaders.

Panchayat Raj Leaders - Electoral Reforms

A one day conference for the Panchayat Raj leaders of West Godavari, Krishna and Guntur districts

on Electoral Reforms was organized at Press Club, Vijayawada on 6th April 2011. The dignitaries on

the dais were M V Ratna Bindu – Former Mayor Vijayawada city, Prof Anji Reddy – Political

Science Department,  Acharya Nagarjuna University, Vamsi – IRS – Assistant Commissioner Income

Campaign on Electoral ReformsCampaign on Electoral ReformsCampaign on Electoral ReformsCampaign on Electoral ReformsCampaign on Electoral Reforms

Tax, Jhansi Geddam – Convener

DSS. The participants were the

elected representatives of the 3 tier

panchayatraj namely surpanchs,

MPTCs, MPPs and ZPTCs.

The objective of the conference was

explained by detailing about the

electoral reforms brought in the

countries like Nepal, Norway,

Germany, Newzeland etc. The

Proportionate Electoral System

(PES) was explained and has been

said that only PES can give equal

representation for all including the

depressed and the oppressed

communities. Elucidating about the FPTP, it has been explained about its disadvantages including

percentage of votes which have nothing to do with the result, similarly the present scenario and few

examples of the present parliament and state assemblies. Prof Anji Reddy explained in detailed

about the present democracy and has said that PES is the only best possible way out. The fact is that

anything is possible through democracy only. The citizens can enjoy liberty, self-respect and collective

decision only in democratic system. The
common people should have confidence on
the democracy. Only democracy can give the
equal right to vote.   Democracy doesn’t
mean that going for elections once in 5 years,
forming the government based on the
majority. Functioning as per the desire of the
people is democracy. Therefore to ensure the
representation of all, we need to bring

changes in the present electoral system.
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Dalit Women & Ambedkar Youth Associations - Electoral Reforms

A one day workshop on Electoral Reforms was organized at Ambedkar Bhavan, Chevella of Ranga

Reddy District on 28th June 2011. With an intention to take the campaign to grassroot level and also

to involve all the stake holders the dalit women

leaders and the representatives of Ambedkar

youth associations pertaining to Ranga Reddy

district were involved.  The dignitaries on the

dais were Jhansi Geddam – Convener DSS,

Representatives of Ambedkar youth

associations, representatives of  mandal and

district samikyas, President Mandal Praja

Parishad and others. Explaining about the

objective of the conference, the Proportionate

Electoral System (PES) was detailed, and has

been said that only PES can give equal

representation of all the sections of the

community. The present FPTP was explained

including its disadvantages. It has been

emphasized on the Proportionate Electoral

System (PES) through which equal

representation of all is possible. Similarly it

has been said that in the present democracy

the dalit women and the dalit youth do not

have any predominant role to be played and

“The Constitution is a good weapon if it is in the

hands of a proper person”. Unfortunately as our

Constitution is not implemented properly by those

in charge of power, dalits continue to suffer

poverty and oppression.   To overcome all these

short comings we need to bring in electoral reforms

and that is why electoral reforms are necessary

for our country.

hence they are being oppressed and denied of opportunities and space leading to vulnerable situations.

Today politics means power, money and caste. Quoting Ambedkars quotation she has said that



Annual Report - 2011 Dalit Sthree Sakthi154

News Paper Clippings



Annual Report - 2011 Dalit Sthree Sakthi155



Annual Report - 2011 Dalit Sthree Sakthi156



Annual Report - 2011 Dalit Sthree Sakthi157

Dalit Sthree Sakthi conducts fact finding on the incidents of violence and violations against dalit
women and dalit girl children, gets the case registered based on the findings, follow-up investigation
process, stay in support to the victims and witnesses and if necessary approach higher courts for
appeal. To make sure that compensation and rehabilitation due are paid as per the Act, get the
accused arrested, fight for justice by seeing that the evidences are not fabricated. Wherever the
concerned officials fail to discharge their duties, we represent the incidents of violence with all
necessary facts to the district, state level officers and to the commissions at state and national level.
In this regard, the State SC/ST Commission and Women Commission  were very useful and DSS
used to make several representations to these commissions. But now due to political crisis,
Chairpersons of these commissions are lying vacant and the commissions are non functional.  This
is making the victims without a forum for reddressal. At this juncture there is no other way except
relying on the state and national commissions. DSS has represented many undesirable incidents of
violence pertaining to 2011 to the commissions demanding justice to the victims. In some of the
cases the commissions have directed the district authorities to submit their action taken report
based on the information furnished by DSS. It can be said that the justice was not done by the
commissions though they have been established for providing immediate justice to the victims and
strengthening justice. Underneath (Herewith) are the details of few cases submitted by DSS to the

commissions and the responses from commissions.

Representations submitted to the Commissions & District, State

And Central Officials

Legal InterLegal InterLegal InterLegal InterLegal Interventions on the Vventions on the Vventions on the Vventions on the Vventions on the Violence Againstiolence Againstiolence Againstiolence Againstiolence Against
Dalit WDalit WDalit WDalit WDalit Women and Girl Childromen and Girl Childromen and Girl Childromen and Girl Childromen and Girl Childrenenenenen
Responses from CommissionsResponses from CommissionsResponses from CommissionsResponses from CommissionsResponses from Commissions
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Representations submitted From the Commissions & District, State

And Central Officials
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To bring dalit women and girl children issues on to main stream and to mobilize public support

towards the cause, it  is necessary to rally the support of like minded organizations.  DSS  could get

the support of other organizations, movements, political parties and individuals for dalit women

movement by making them to participate in our activities and participating in their activities. We

could impress upon all other organizations about dalit women issues and the need for active

involvement and participation of dalit women, as their growth is the scale for assessing the

development of the society and also it is a fact that no movement can be  successful without the

participation of dalit women. The details of the programs that DSS organized by involving like-

minded organizations are as follows :

Avinithi Vyathereka Porata Vedika (Platform against corruption) :

 HMTV, a popular Telugu Channel, in coordination with the like minded organizations, intellectuals,

academicians, retired justices, senior journalists has launched a state wide campaign against

NetworkingNetworkingNetworkingNetworkingNetworking

corruption. The inaugural meeting

was held at Jubli Hall, Hyderabad on

13 th February. The meeting was

chaired by Justice Jeevan Reddy –

Former Judge of Supreme  Court. The

jury members were K

Padmanabhayya – former Home

Secretary Govt of India, K R Venu

Gopal IAS – Former Secretary to

Prime Minister of India, R Ramanujam – Former Judge Lokayukta, N Bhaskar Rao – Chairman -

Centre for national media services, Justce  Ambati Laxmana Rao, Sri Rama Chandra Murthy –

Managing Director HMTV, Jus Reddapa Reddy – Forum for good governance, Jhansi Geddam,

Convener – DSS, Laxman Reddy – Jana Chaitanya Vedika. The representatives of various

organizations, politicians, individuals, civilians have also participated. The platform has felt that

another peoples movement akin to freedom movement has to be built up against corruption which

has taken deep roots in all institutions and which is highest at the political level.  It was opined by

all that the present governments at centre and state are shielding the corrupt,  thereby encouraging

corruption. It has been said that 90% of the people in the society are struggling for their livelihood

and the  remaining 10% are always busy in capturing political power for minting more and more

money.  Jhansi Geddam,  the only woman in the jury constituted at state level, addressing the
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gathering has said that earlier the movements were for a social cause whereas now most of the

youth are involved in money oriented movements. In the past Mao, Marx etc  used to be the ideals

for the youth, whereas now Ambanis and Vijay Malavyas, are adored.  SMSs pertaining to these

multi millionaires are circulated widely mentioning that they have constructed houses worth of

100s of crores, which is having adverse impact on the youth and they are drawn into the vicious

circle of money making.  She pointed out further that  there are very strong laws in  countries like

England such as Bribery Act, whereas in India the legal framework is weak with many loop holes.

Moreover most of the people are getting accustomed to very luxurious life and culture and opting

for very costly consumer items, leading to corruption to fulfil their desire. Hence it has become

limitless. She cautioned the people that if corruption and looting of natural resources is not checked,

our country may also end up in the mafia culture like Russia and Congo, where the land mafias are

even going to an extent of murders. Similarly at present in our state a war between the MNC and

mining mafias is going on at the cost of many poor people. We have Acts like Prevention of Corruption

Act 1988, exclusive departments such as Anti Corruption Bureao, Enforcement Directorate, CAG

etc, but are of no use. During the time of Rajiv Gandhi, there was a big agitation against the corrupt

deal in the purchase of Bofors guns for the defence forces, though it was a small scam when  compared

with the corruption of now a day’s which has crossed lakhs of crores and the recent 2G Spectrum

scam is estimated at about Rs. 1,76,000 crores. Therefore there is every need to put and immediate

end to corruption and the responsibility lies on all of us.   While concluding the meeting Mr.

Padmanabhayya has appreciated each and every one for their active participation, requested for the

support of all and has specially complimented Jhansi and agreed with her suggestion that an agitation

against corruption has to be taken up as it was done in Egypt.

 SC ST Sub Plan :

 A planning meeting with all the like minded organisations, employee welfare associations including

RPI have met on 12th February at RPI’s office, Hyderabad. The meeting was chaired by Bojja

Tharakam  and elaborate discussions were done on the various interventions being done on   SC ST

Sub Plan by different organisations. It has been decided to wage a united battle under the chairman

ship of Bojja Tharakam. An action plan was worked out until the end of March 2011 and it has been

decided to hold a meeting with the SC/ST MLAs at Sundarayya Vignana Kendram and dharna at

Indira Park in the month of March.

Meeting with SC/ST MLAs and MLCs :

A meeting with the SC/ST MLAs and MLCs was held on 21st February at Sundarayya Vignana

Kendram. The MLAs belonging to Congress and Telugu Desam parties have participated. The

meeting was presided over by Bojja Tharakam. He has briefed the participants on the objective of
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the meeting and explained

in detail about the SC ST

Sub Plan since its inception.

He also said that the role

played by Man Mohan

Singh prior to becoming the

Prime Minister as he wrote

letters to the then Prime

Ministers when he was in

the Planning Commission and also as Finance Minister. He also said that though he has been as the

Prime Minister for the past 7 years has not done anything for the implementation of SC/ST Sub

Plan. Responding in the meeting the MLAs have promised to raise this issue in their respective

parties apart from discussing in the present budget sessions.

Public Meeting on SC /ST Sub Plan :

A public meeting was held on 27th March 2011 at Press Club, Hyderabad and it was presided over

by Bojja Tharakam. The dignitaries on the dais were Jhansi Geddam-DSS, G.Shanker-SC/ST

Jhansi, addressing the gathering has said that we need to wage a united battle from all fronts and

also to bring pressure on the political parties to make this as priority. She also said that there is  need

for a strong political base of our own; therefore we need to strengthen RPI. It has been decided to

organize dharnas in front of the houses of all the SC/ST MLAs and MLCs demanding for the

immediate implementation of the sub plans. The DSS cultural team presented various Ambedkar

songs.

Ambedkar Statue Inauguration :

Ambedkar statue was inaugurated at Thummalapalem, Gudur mandal, Krishna district on 11th April

2011. A public meeting was organized on this eve. Ambedkar Youth Associations, SC Employees

Employees Welfare Association, State Go

vernor -Sneha Club, Anjaiah-RPI and

others. The meeting was presided over by

Tharakam and he has detailed about the

prevailing situation of the SC/ST Sub Plans,

the role of the state, central governments

and the opposition parties. He has stressed

on the need to intensifing the agitation for

effective implementation of the sub plans.
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Welfare Associations in the district including the Village Youth Committee have together organized

this programme. The statue was inaugurated by Convener-DSS and later a public meeting was held.

The public meeting was presided over by the President-Mandal Praja Parishad of the mandal and

the other dignitaries on the dais were Gokhela an Ambedkarite, Village Sarpanch, MPTC members,

MV Prasad Secretary- SC Employees Welfare Association, Vemakoti President- SC Employees

Welfare Association, Naga Raju(BAMSEF), Naga Babu(former sarpanch) and other Ambedkarites

have also participated. Addressing the gathering the Convener has said about the importance of the

role of the dalit women in the dalit movement and the responsibility of the dalit movements,

ambedkarites in giving ample space to dalit women in the movement and the supportive hand to be

given by the movements in mainstreaming dalit women. She also said that the media is misleading

the dalit women and alcoholism of men is one which is adversely affecting the lives of the dalit

women. Hence we need to have a comprehensive approach in all angles to mainstream the dalit

women.

Ambedkar Jayanthi(Birth Anniversary) Celebrations :

State Level IAS/IPS Officers Association, Ambedkar Associations, DSS and other likeminded

organizations namely SC/ ST Officers Forum for Social Justice have organized a march from

Jagjeevanram Statue at Basheerbagh to Ambedkar Statue at Tank Bund, Hyderabad on 14th April.

All the leaders have garlanded Jagjeevanram statue

and marched as a procession till Ambedkar statue

and garlanded it. Later the leaders have addressed

the gathering. The dignitaries who have attended

the march were Kaki.Madhava Rao IAS, Bharat

Bhushan IRTS, Dr. Babu Rao, Jhansi Geddam and

others. Women Collectives, Cultural Team and the

team members of DSS have played a prominent role in this march. The motive behind this march is

to promote unity among the sub castes of scheduled castes. On 5th of April the rally starts from

Ambedkar statue on tank bund and ends up at Jagjeevan Ram statue Basheerbagh. Similarly on 14th

April the rally starts from Jagjeevan Ram statue at Basheer bagh and ends up at Ambedkar statue

tank bund.

Public Meeting on the eve of Ambedkar Jayanthi in Medak District:

A Public meeting was organised by the

joint action committee constituted by

Ambedkar youth associations in the

district, SC, ST employees associations of

Medak district. The meeting was

conducted on the eve of Ambedkar

Jayanthi at 3 pm on 14th April in Gajvel. A
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rally was held until the Ambedkar statue and after garlanding the statue the rally reached the venue

of the public meeting. The dignitaries on the dais were Veda Kumar, Masterji – Dalit kala mandali,

Gaddar – Praja front, Jhansi Geddam - DSS and other local leaders. The meeting was presided over

by Kumar, the chairman of the joint action committee. Addressing the gathering Convener DSS has

said that it is great that many organisations have come together including the sub castes and the

bahujans in organising such a mammoth meeting. The violence on the dalit women and the girl

children is on the raise; likewise the situation of our children is still vulnerable in the anganwadi

centres, schools and the hostels. Though we have many organizations, but still are unable to put a

stop to the violence and violations on us as we are not united.  Therefore there is every need for all

of us to come together and wage a united battle against the violence and violations.

Public Meeting on the eve of Ambedkar Jayanthi :

Sneha Club has organized a public meeting

at Gun foundry, Hyderabad around 7pm on

14th April on the eve of Ambedkar Jayanthi.

The meeting was presided over by its

Hyderabad District Governor Nagendra

Kumar and other dignitaries on the dais were

G Sankar – General Secretary, SC, ST

employee’s welfare association, Ganumala

Jnaneswar – RPI, Jhansi Geddam – DSS and

others. The first edition of the Sneha Vani

journal was launched and the first copy was presented to Convener DSS. The work done by DSS for

the dalit women and girl children was appreciated and in recognition to their services a memento

was presented.

Workshop by Mulanivasi Mahila Sangh :

Mulanivasi Mahila Sangh has organized a two

day workshop to its team members on various

thematic issues. The workshop was organized

on 29th and 30th of  April at Hyderabad. Various

subject specialists were invited to address on

the selected thematic areas. Convener –DSS

has addressed on violence against dalit women

and girl children, various constitutional

provisions, the role of state actors and
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commissions by detailing about the increasing inter and intra community violence, various reasons

behind it, the role of the dalit organizations, society etc. She also insisted that we need to strengthen

ourselves into a big force, build pressure on all the stake holders to liberate ourselves. Therefore

there is every need for us all to wage a united battle against all the social evils.

Public Meeting condemning the abuse in public of minority women by Leader of VHP :

A public meeting was organized on 16th May at ABM high school grounds, Bapatla by the joint

action committee comprising of various dalit and Christian organisations to condemn the derogatory

remarks made on Christian and Muslim women by Mr.Gourayya, the leader of Hindu Dharma

Raksha Samithi Pramukh.  Mr.Gourayya,

made the derogatory remarks on the eve

of Sri Rama Navami function held on 17th

April at Bapatla of Guntur district.

Detailing about the back ground of this

meeting Sri Ramulu-Editor of Bahujana

Keratalu gave details of the remarks of

Mr.Gourayya who, while addressing the

audience through PA system said “the

women not putting on bindu on the forehead are like dried out trees and our hindu women with

bindu on their fore heads are like green trees”. He also said that dalit Christian women who do not

put  bindu give  an indication that they do not have any male one for them and inviting any one to

come to them. The dalits who were at the nearby place,  heard these derogatory remarks and

immediately  approached the meeting venue and protested.  As the situation was out of control and

clash was likely to ensue, Mr.Gourayya was sent away and the meeting was abandoned. The dalits

and Christians demanded for an open apology, but in vain. A police complaint was also lodged, but

no action was taken. Later a bandh was also organized, but of no use. In view of the above,  a public

meeting  under the banner, “Dalit Christians Self Respect Meeting” demanding the arrest of

Mr.Gourayya was organised on 16th May at ABM High school ground, Bapatla. The meeting was

presided over by Major D Joshi – Divisional Commander of Salvation Army and the other dignitaries

on the dais were Shamsher Ahmad – Retd Joint Collector, N J Vidya Sagar – Editor Basa, Jhansi

Geddam – Convener DSS, Mary Madiga – President – Telangana mahajana Mahila Samakya, Syed

Rafi – Convener – Muslim representation Forum, Palnati Sri Ramulu – Editor – Bahujana Keratalu,

Aleti Malaiah – BSP State leader, Baghya Rao – DBF and others. The DSS cultural team has

campaigned in and arround Bapatla.
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Addressing the gathering Convener-DSS has said that Gouranna has thought of saying about

Hinduism. Any religion says about love but not hating. They should first know about their Puranas

and Vedas(Ethihasas). Even the police around us should know about the above first, and then only

they can understand about Christianity, Khuran or other religions. The whole society knows that the

Christians are peace loving and have died, but never killed anyone. She also said that Gourayya and

the police don’t know the capability of Dalit women and men. It is not we that stay in the houses

like a barren tree; we are always amongst the greenery and the beautiful nature working hard in

fresh air.

Workshop on Right to Education (RTE) and Inclusion :

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has organized a national level

workshop on RTE and Inclusion on July 15th 2011 at India International Centre, New Delhi. DSS

was one among the participants. The

workshop was chaired by Ms.Kiran Bhatty,

National Coordinator of NCPCR. The

keynote address was given by Dr Shantha

Sinha, Chairperson of NCPCR. She shared

about the situation of the children, child

labour irrespective of caste, the ways out for

effective implementation of RTE, etc. In the

post tea session it has been shared that at one stage discrimination is common to all irrespective of

caste. NCPCR is looking into the monitoring the implementation of RTE through Social Audit.

They have also shared about Child Labour & Child Marriages, Muslim Children forced to Pray,

Gender Discrimination, etc. The participants have felt that Discrimination is an unending issue and

the experience is same across the world. We need to identify special need and common needs, work

on the common needs and the focus should be on the special needs. The issues discussed were

Teachers not disclosing attendance register, Facilitation & Capacity Building, Women’s time &

labour, Teachers also being discriminated, etc. It has also been discussed that we need the perspective

to take care of the Specially Needed Children (SNC) or the Differently Able Children properly. The

teacher needs to be very careful as the children follow them. The role of media and campaigns are

very essential. DSS has focussed its discussions on the effective implementation of RTE & Non

Negotiables, Accountability, Present Status of Government Institutions, Discrimination, Sexual

Exploitation, Monitoring Committees at State and District level like the SC/ST Vigilance &

Monitoring Committees.
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A frame work for discussions was worked as follows for looking at the ways forward: (i) Identify

manifestations of Exclusion/Inequality at Community and School and strategies to address them.

(ii) Role of NCPCR and other NGOs at community and school. We also need to look into the Space,

Persons, Common Cause, Solidarity, Information Sharing etc. (iii) Dealing with Reaction/Backlash

at Community and schools. We also need to assess Preparedness, Support Systems and Tensions

etc.

Discussions were also done on how do children themselves understand discrimination/exclusion/

inequality, the Roles & Responsibilities of School Management Committees (SMCs) and

Accountability. NCPCR has shared that a pilot project will be implemented in 12 states @ 25 Gram

Panchayats per state will be selected to monitor the implementation of RTE. Later the participants

were divided into 3 groups and the tasks for discussion were (a) Access/Out of School (b) Classroom

Transactions (c) Admissions/Incentives/Mid Day Meal and presentations were made.

Champabadutunna Samajika Nyayam (Social Justice is being killed)

The forum for empowerment of weaker sections, minorities, SC, ST, BC employees welfare

associations has organised a public meeting on the above mentioned thematic area at Jewel gardens,

Secunderabad on 31st July. The meeting was presided over by Kaki Madhava Rao IAS – Former

chief secretary of Andhra Pradesh. The eminent personalities such as Bojja Tharakam, Jus.

Ramswamy, Alfred IPS, Jhansi Geddam DSS and others

have addressed the gathering.  The photos of Ambedkar

and other leaders were garlanded later Kaki Madhava Rao

has briefed about the objective of the meeting. Addressing

the gathering Convener –DSS has stressed on the

importance of the role of the dalit women and we need to

adopt all inclusive mechanisms to ensure the active

participation of dalit women to achieve social justice. The DSS team members, women collectives

have also participated in the meeting. The

cultural team of DSS has presented various

Ambedkar songs.

Probhada Bharat 40th Lecture on ‘Dalit

Women and Girl Children’

Shanti Chakra International a global network

for Scheduled Castes, Tribes &

Ambedkarists conducts a lecture on every

Sunday on one thematic area with subject
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specialists. Jhansi Geddam Convener – DSS has delivered the 40th lecture on dalit women and girl

children held at Samrat Complex, Hyderabad on 21st August 2011. She has briefed about the history

of the movements, the role of the dalit women in leftist movements, Dalit movements and feminist

movements. She has explained in detail about the gender discrimination by dalit men which was

one of the main reasons for the under development of the dalit women. She also detailed about the

vulnerable situation of dalit women and girl children, the triple discrimination faced by them in the

form of caste, class and gender. She quoted various instances of violence on dalit women and girl

children addressed by DSS, the hurdles faced from the dominant community and the repercassions

from the caste elders of the dalit community. She also detailed about the pains taken while registering

the FIR and the reluctance from the concerned authorities. Stating the main reasons for the situation

she has said that lack of unity among the dalit organisations and lack of fear among the society that

they can go unpunished even after harming the dalit women and children in any manner.  Later she

clarified various doubts raised from the floor. The lecture was ended with the vote of thanks by

Balakrishna of Shanti Chakra.

Boye Bheemanna’s Centenary Birth Celebrations :

Ambedkar memorial trust has organised a two day seminar on 3rd & 4th September at Hyderabad on

the eve of Boye Bheemanna’s centenary celebrations. On day one it was presided over by Dr C

Narayana Reddy and the other dignitaries on the dias were Geeta Reddy – Minister, Jus. Rama

Swamy, K Madhava Rao – IAS, Bojja Tharakam and others. On the second day sessions were

organized on the writings of Boye Bheemanna in different thematic areas. The DSS team has

participated in this two days seminar.

Joshua’s 117th Birth Anniversary Celebrations:

Ambedkar Students Association of Hyderabad Central University (HCU) has organized the eminent

telugu poet Joshua’s birth anniversary celebrations in the university campus on 29th September

2011. The meeting was presided

over by Prof. Ramakrishna. The

other dignitaries on the dias were

K Padma Rao – Dalit Activist, Prof

S Ramudu – HCU and Jhansi

Geddam – Convener DSS. Padma

Rao in his elaborate speech has

detailed about various writings of

Joshua and related it to the present

youth and asks them to educate in a
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proper way and to write poems on mother etc. Convener DSS has stated the vulnerable part of

Joshua’s life including all the discrimination he has faced. He has overcome all the hurdles and has

reached to a very high level. Taking him as the role model the youth should walk in his steps.

Prabudha Bharat Utsav :

Shanthi Chakra International Global Network organized a mammoth celebration on 5th December

at Public Gardens, Hyderabad on the eve of completing one year and for bringing awareness to the

community through 52 lectures on various thematic areas. They have felicitated all the persons who

have given these lectures and Convener of DSS was one among them for giving a lecture on Dalit

Women and Girl Children.

26th Ambedkar Memorial Lecture :

Ambedkar Memorial Trust has organised 26th  Ambedkar Memorial lecture at Press Club,

Basheerbagh, Hyderabad on 6th December 2011 on the eve of Ambedkar’s death anniversary. P.

Sivakami IAS from Chennai has delivered the lecture on Ambedkar’s Perspective on land struggle.

The meeting was presided over by Lingaiah – Chairman of the trust. Speaking on the occasion

Sivakami said education indicates future where as land indicates past, decides the future, increase

in the self respect and improvement in livelihood. The atrocities on the dalits are on the rise due to

the lack of land; hence we need to depend on the dominant community for each and every thing.

DSS has attended this meeting.

A focussed group discussions with women academicians, writers and leaders was held prior to the

Public meeting at Administrative Staff College, Hyderabad. Sivakami detailed about the dalit women

movement and  land struggle of their state. Vijaya Bharathi, Vasantha Laxmi, Satyavathi, Sudharani,

Ratnamala, Grace, Gowri, Subadra, Mary and Convener DSS have participated and detailed about

various movements.

75 Years of Dalit Movement :

RPI along with like minded

organizations such as DSS and various

other SC/ST Employees Associations

have organised a 2 day National

Convention on 75 years of Dalit

Politics at Hyderabad on 17th and 18th

December 2011.  The conference on

the day one was held at Ravendra

Bharathi where in the senior most dalit
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leaders of all national parties have participated.  The prominent among them were Prakash Ambedkar,

Ram Sundar Das, Yogendra Makwana, Motamma and many others. The meeting was presided over

by the Chairman of organizing committee Bojja Tharakam. In his presidential address, Tharakam

has explained about the objective of the conference and expected outcome at the end of the second

day. The inaugural address was given by Yogendra Makwana and the conference was inaugurated

by senior most leader and former union minister G.Venkata Swamy. The other dignitaries on the

dias were Jhansi Geddam, G.Shanker, E.Anjaneyulu secretaries of the organizing committee and

others. The dignitaries on the dias shared their experiences and stressed the need of the unity among

us irrespective of parties and to wage a unified battle for capturing political power.

Round table discussions were held at Jubilee

Hall on second day i.e., on 18th December.

The discussions were chaired by Kaki

Madhava Rao IAS. The other dignitaries

were Gopal Guru, Nancharaiah, Harish

Chahande, Muthaiah, Sudharani, Jhansi

Geddam, Chakrapani, Ratnam, Laxmaiah

and others. The chairman in his presidential

address has detailed about various

developments in the dalit politics since

independence and has felt that a clear road map has to be given by the end of day. Tharakam has

briefed about few incidents to state the situation of dalits in politics and has said that an MLA in

Madhya Pradesh has washed the feet of one MP with milk and drank the same to get a berth in

ministry. Similarly a dalit woman sarpanch was made to sweep and bring tea for other members and

staff in the panchayat office and she was never allowed inside the office. Sudha Rani and Jhansi

have raised on the share of the dalit women and Jhansi has made it very clear about the importance

of the role of dalit women in the politics and which was correctly quoted by Ambedkar saying the

development achieved by dalit women  will be the measuring scale to say that a society has developed.

She strongly felt the main drawback for the dalit movement is due to the half of the vacancy in the

movement due to the denial of space for the dalit women in the dalit movement and politics. Unless

and until the vacuum is filled with dalit women, we cannot achieve progress any further. In the last

session it was open to the floor and all the recommendations made were recorded and it has been

decided to consolidate and draw conclusions for future course of action.
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