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1. REFLECTIONS IN A MOMENTOUS YEAR

This year is momentous for Dalit Sthree Sakthi (DSS) as we completed
15 years of our journey in enabling dalit women empowerment. It's
momentous in many ways, for the quantum of work turned out during
the decade and half, for the evolution of DSS from a small band of 3/4
activists in 2006 to what it is now, quantitatively and qualitatively. The
15" anniversary of DSS is an opportune moment to look back and to
assess the impact of our efforts.

When DSS was established in 2006, there was no forum that gives
voice exclusively to dalit women. A vacuum existed as far as the
human rights of dalit women are concerned. In 2006 in such a
neglected context DSS emerged to fill the vacuum and give voice

to the dalitwomen.

When, DSS commenced its activities in 2006 we were a small

band of 18 people in 5 districts, struggling to gather and
consolidate the scattered dalit women for whom it was a
strange experience to sit as a group to discuss about themselves.

Now, after a decade and half, DSS is a force to reckon, with about
2400 women collectives, totalling to 12000 women collective
members and a total of 185000dalit women actively engaged in

asserting their human rights and economic entitlements. Inthe course
of 15 years journey in enabling empowerment and struggling for
entitlements, DSS was able to address 6,456 major and 13,909 minor
atrocities on dalit women/girl children, conducted 44 Round Table
Conferences, 30 Public Hearings, campaigned through various means
including RadhaYatras consecutively for 5 years, covering
approximately 5000 kilometres of travel every year. The total amount of
compensation procured by the victims of atrocities with the assistance
of DSS is about 3 crores rupees while another 5 crores rupees was
procured in the form of wages in NREGA apart from rehabilitation and
other schemes. DSS presented multitude of petitions/representations
to various authorities, human rights commissions to the tune of about
10,000during the past 15 years. Dalit women were trained on gender
and other relevant issues through 1021 trainings in the past 15 years.
We take pride not only in the magnitude of the work turned out by us,
butalso the quality. DSS stands out to be the single working organization
well known in the Government circles, media and other NGOs in the
State of A.P. and Telangana.The decade and half that passed by
witnessed movements that focussed on women, dalitand child rights.

The decade and half also saw significant engagements and DSS was
fortunate to host high profile visitors, like: state level officials of
police, social welfare, Women and Child Welfare, Judiciary, state &
national commissions. The media coverage of DSS activities during the
past 15 years is innumerable and runs into thousands of news items
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published throughout each year. The entire organization spent many hours brainstorming on our
growth plans and the impact we made and expect to make so that every dalit women is well informed
and where dalit women and girl children are empowered to stand up against violence and demand
their rightful entitlements.

The innumerable awards conferred during the past 15 years by reputed organizations is a feather in
the cap of DSS.

The decade and half that passed by was turbulent in many ways and dalit women faced lot of
hardships. Dalit women are particularly vulnerable to economic insecurity and financial dependence.
The burden of New Economic Policy and globalization fell on dalit women in the form of cut or denial
of welfare schemes. Due to the neglect of agriculture and the reforms in the agricultural sector; dalit
women are denied even wage labour.

Last year i.e.2020 was horrific as Covid -19 terrorized people and disrupted the entire social,
economic and pollical life. The COVID-19 pandemic is farmore than a health crisis. The lockdown
in India, gave rise to multiple issues of social, educational, economic, political, agricultural,
psychological which had created devastating impact on the lives of the people in general and dalit
women in particular. Everything was stalled and all benefits due to dalit women got delayed due to
the atmosphere of non-functioning in the State. Despite such a state of affairs, DSS could do its
best in conducting Legal Clinic and Round Table Conferences for redressal of victims of atrocities
and for speedy justice and sanction of compensation to victims of atrocities.

DSS continually worked for the protection and promotion of human rights of dalit women and girl
children. Atthe sametime DSS has the perspective that economic empowerment of dalit women
is very much central to realizing women's rights and gender equality. It is necessary to facilitate
dalit women to grab their legitimate share in existing markets; their access to and control over
productive resources. With this perspective DSS has embarked upon the project of turning every
dalit woman as an entrepreneur under SCSP and TSP Act, by inspiring, assisting them to start a
commercial venture. DSS could motivate and help many dalit women to start their own businesses
during the past decade and half.

When we look back into our 15 years journey, we realise that it was arduous and thorny. It was not
easy to replace or transform traditional thinking or inculcate new ideas or practice. In a dominant
social atmosphere of gender inequality it was hard to mobilize dalit women to struggle for their
rights, as it was not welcome in their families also. It took time for cultivating new culture and
imbibing new thinking, but each year the confidence of the women grew and consolidated. It was
not a thorough welcome with governmental authorities also in beginning, but over a time having
established our credibility, DSS could earn the status of a recognized organization with every
governmental department. Now DSS is having membership in Vigilance and Monitoring
Committees, School Management Committees. Telangana government nominated DSS Convener
as one of the experts in drafting Rules under Juvenile Justice Act.

It must be recorded here that our journey all these years in enabling empowerment of dalit women
was not alone. DSS always joined hands with all like minded organizations in strengthening the
movement. Other organizations, government officials, media helped our every activity and
boosted the confidence of dalit women in their march towards overall well being. I wish to thank
the DSS team from top to bottom, all democratic organizations, officials and everyone who helped
the cause of empowerment of dalit women and girl child during the past and appeal for the
continued support of all in the years to come.

.
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Jhansi Geddam

National Convener
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o state in straight

and simple terms

DSS is the voice of
dalit women and girl
children. DSS came into
existence in 2006 in the
context of utter neglect of
dalit women and girl
children who are at the
bottom of the yoke of caste
hierarchy. The founder
and its convener is a dalit
woman who knows the
situation of dalit women
and feels strongly for their
emancipation. There were
many dalit organizations
but they were mostly
reactive and were confined
to reacting when an
atrocity occurs. The
movements were mostly
about questioning caste
domination and attacks on
Dalits. There were none to
positively and
continuously work for dalit

women empowerment. In
such a context of vacuum
for dalit women
representation, as a dalit
woman and with the help
of a few Dalits, the
convener of DSS started
the organization with the
avowed objective of
creating an exclusive
platform for dalit women
and girl children. Since its
inception in January 2006
DSS has been exclusively
working on the
empowerment of
dalit/adivasi women and
girl children. DSS
successfully addressed all
issues of dalit/adivasi
women and girl children in
the State of A.P and
Telangana, by
documenting and raising
its voice against inter and
intra community violence
on dalit women, gender

2. ABOUT DSS

disparities and denial of
socio, economic and
political rights.

In its arduous but
successful journey during
the past 15 years, DSS has
accomplished in giving
voice to the hapless dalit
women and facilitated
them to identify
themselves and be
articulate. Active leaders
were encouraged to form
into collectives, unionized
at mandal, district & state
levels and were facilitated
to think about themselves
and the issues pertaining
to them. It has led the
dalit women to think about
their role as an individual,
in the family and society.
This made them to shift
their thinking towards
what is available to them
and what is being not
given or denied to them
and the reasons for denial.




3. HIGHLIGHTS OF 15 YEARS
PUBLICATIONS

Law in Action
A Report
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One may ask why DSS chose to work only among
dalit women, when women of every hue as such
are oppressed and disempowered? All the time
DSS is faced to answer this usual and natural
question posed by everyone. Yes, its true, that
women as such are oppressed, enslaved.The root
of women enslavementlies at the oppression and
enslavement of the marginalized women (in
class terms) and dalit women (in caste/class
terms). So far all the feminist/women movements
have focussed only on some individual rights,
without addressing the real, large scale and
massive oppression practiced on dalit women.
Unless, the dalitand marginalized women enmasse
are drawn into the struggle for empowerment
the women liberation movement cannot go
ahead in any tangible way.

It is the dalit women who are denied basic rights
and human dignity and exploited in multifarious
forms, like bonded labour, domestic labour,
trafficking, prostitution, manual scavenging,
domestic violence, rape, murder and other cruel
forms. These peculiar forms of oppression and
specific reality of dalit women was not in the
agenda of the feminist movements. When non-
dalit or dominant caste women are raped these
organizations and media make a lot of noise as
we have seen in Disa rape or Delhi rape, but the
same organizations and media ignore even much
more brutal rapes of dalit women like the recent
Hatras incident or many such rapes. Caste bias
can be seen in the media and mainstream
feminism. There is no one to help or speak for
dalit women. They face more sexual violence
because they don't have any power. When a Dalit
woman is raped, police are slow to register a

complaint; investigations are tardy; officials
raise doubts if there was a rape; authorities side
with the upper caste perpetrators of violence.
Even the media, dominated by upper caste
journalists behave as if it is not a news. In other
words, everyone conspire to downplay or erase
the links between sexual violence and the
hierarchies of caste.

Even dalit movements are basically male rights
movements. Though dalit women participate in
these movements, the issues of dalit women
rights are not addressed by these movements.
Not only that, all these dalit movements never
recognise dalit women in leadership roles.
There is not even one dalit organisation with
woman at the leading role or in the leading
committees. Likewise, all political parties,
including leftist parties, also draw support from
dalit women in their gatherings, movements but
they never accord even minimum leadership role
to dalit women nor do they take up dalit women
issues.

Thus, one can see the vacuum as far as the human
rights of dalit women are concerned. Hence itis
necessary to have a platform that works exclusively
for dalitwomen. Itis of utmost significance that it
is the dalit women who need to be organized and
enabled towards empowerment, so that their
struggles against oppressive forces will have
liberating effect on all sections of women. With
this perspective, DSS embarked upon the project
ofenlightening and enabling dalitwomen as such
and mobilizing the support of all conscientized
sections of the society to strengthen the dalit
women movement.




5. WHERE WE WORK

Making Human Rights a reality on
the ground :Volunteer army in the
field:

Guntur, Krishna

The foremost objective of DSS in
State Offices at Vijayawada and Hyderabad consonance with its goa] is to enable
i T | empowerment i.e. facilitate the
Gunt Kerishnz West East SIS el inarticulate, unorganized dalit women
B vt 88 and girl children, in contrast to stereo
type welfare mode activity like giving
or promising funds/schemes. The
perspective/functioning of DSS, being
different, we had to break a new
ground and convince people that they
should not expect anybody to “give”
them but they should fight and “get” what they deserve and what they need. Though it was a bit
difficult to inculcate a new culture of “demanding” and “getting”, DSS could successfully inspire the
dalit women and girl children to know, to be aware and move on the path of struggle for rights and
entitlements.

Surpassing a culture of staying indoors and confined to household work, now the dalit women are
functioninglike an army of volunteers in defence of their rights and entitlements.

Village Women Collective (VWC) is
formed with 5 to 7 members in all the Structure of DSS Women Collectives
2400 villages including slums spread
over 7 districts. Mandal Women
Collective (MWC) has been formed NATIONAL LEVEL
with one representative from each
VWC of the respective mandal/block.
District Women Collective (DWC) is
formed with one representative from
each MWC. Similarly the State
Women Collective (SWC) constitutes :

of two representatives from each MANDAL LEVEL il oo st tation ot aaet village

DWC. The National Women Collective 1 1

. . . ‘Women collective in 2400 villages including
(NWC) is constituted with three | VILLAGELEVEL stums with 5-7 members

collective with
two members
from each State

State Women
collective with one
'member from each District

STATE LEVEL

District Women collective
with one representative
from each Mandal

DISTRICT LEVEL
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Women Collective of 7 dalit women in each of
the 2400 villages including slumsin 7 districts
are actively engaged in meeting periodically ) ‘
and discuss the issues connected to their “ i 8 . T T

welfare, rights and entitlements. : ) | e eyl

Fact findings: Whenever an atrocity or rights
violation occurs, the dalit women collectives
go collect the facts and monitor the legal
process. Depending on the situation and need
the women pressurize the police to act in
accordance with law, approach the revenue
and police higher ups for necessary action,
reportto the media.

Where thereis no swiftaction or collusion, the
dalit women organize protests in the form of
dharna/rastaroko or other forms.

Organize the defence of the victim and see
that the victims are assured of support of the
community and boost their self confidence.

Check any fraudsters from bargaining the
victims for a compromise or surrender.

Send the reports to the district and state
office.

Likewise, identify economic entitlements and
petition to the appropriate authorities for
sanction of schemes.

Organize the local women for any state level
programmes and lead them to the event and



name of Caste,
Religion etc.,
You live in civilized




6. OUR WORK - WHAT WE DO

Journey to Equality --- Endingviolence:

Oppression, untouchability, poverty, illiteracy
are all intertwined and constitute one vicious
circle, where one leads to and forms the basis of
the other in the chain. In addition to the
caste/gender violence, the dalit women and girl
child face domestic violence of the worst sort.
This chain of vicious circle has to be broken with
a multi pronged approach and the efforts should
be to realize the objective of mainstreaming the
dalit women and girl children into potential
rights activists, leaders and entrepreneurs.

Hence, for DSS, transforming social, economic
and gender relations are the key words to enable
empowerment in objective terms and all our
activities are designed with this perspective.

Ending violence : Raising her voice and
makingrightsreal to the dalitwomen:

Age old perspectives and practices of caste
system are firmly ingrained in the minds of the
society and this mind set lead to the feeling and
practice of taking lightly the body and lives of
dalitwomen. This mindsetis so firmly ingrained
in the mindset of society from top to bottom.
Notions of caste superiority, purity are so deep
that they constitute the subconscious of all, in all
spheres of administration, police, judiciary,
political parties, cadre, leaders of all parties and
even media. This ingrained prejudice gives rise
to impunity among the dominant castes in
committing all forms of violence including sexual
violence on dalit women. The impunity is not for
the perpetrator of the crime alone, it pervades all
round including the media. For the media, it is
not a big issue and when a dalit girl is raped,
there is no ample coverage in the press because it
does not prick their heart. When a dalit girl is
raped and murdered, the police take it easy, the
middlemen take it easy and try to settle the crime
with meagre amount of money. The police do not
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take the complaint/book an FIR/, they
pressurize the victim to compromise,
investigate tardily, treat the accused leniently,
the prosecution does not take the issue
seriously, and ultimately the case comes up
without proper charge sheet, proper evidence or
effective arguments. The entire case is muddled
in such a way that the judge feels that the
accused was being harassed without evidence
and the great rule of benefit of doubt is extended
to him and acquitted. The perpetrator emerges
as 'innocent'. Then, these acquittals are
wonderfully used by the entire system again to
raise their voice that false cases are being foisted
by the dalits and that the Atrocities Act is being
'misused’ and should be abolished to save
'innocents’. Umpteen illustrations can be given
to establish how the process explained above
operates, but the sensational massacre of
Tsundur dalits is enough if one can make a case
study of how all the accused emerged as
'innocents’. There is a real de facto law and an
unwritten constitution of the caste system, that
permeates the entire administrative, police and
judicial systems overriding the idealde jure law
and written Constitution of India. Everyone in
the system abide by the defacto caste law and
obliterate the written law. This systemic
operation is the basis for the perpetrators to
continue their orgy of sexual violence on dalit
women/girl children.

Unfortunately, the system operates in such a way
that the dalit men, dalit elders in the locality and
sorrowfully, the dalit women victims themselves
bow down before the reality which is perceived
as mighty, stupendous and unbreakable.

DSS, having grasped the logic of systemic
operation of caste domination and the desolate
feelings of the dalit women in the face of
apparently mighty caste domination, inspired
the women to unite, organize and fight back the
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domination. Trainings to educate the women,
external support helped them to take the steps
and go ahead in breaking the impunity. Once
they saw the success of their efforts in getting the
so called dominant caste perpetrator arrested, it
boosted the confidence of the women that they
'can’. Over a decade and half, the dalit women
marched ahead without looking back and are
now stubborn in following up all instances of
rights violations to theirlogical end.

[t is pertinent to note that the dalit women/girl
children are perceived as sex objects not only by
the dominant caste but by dalit men also. DSS

came across number of instances of dalit males
raping/cheating a dalit woman/girl child. In the
course of breaking impunity and struggling for
rights whenever a dalit woman rights are
violated, DSS took up the case irrespective of
whether the perpetrator is dalit or non-dalit.
DSS had taken up the issue of domestic violence
in a big way and fought against the violence,
torture and domination of dalit men in the
families.

Dalit women/girl child developed awareness
about domestic violence and exploitation of girl
children in the Social Welfare hostels and are
exposing these forms of violence.

Atrocities addressed by DSS during the past 15 years:

The graphs below give the figures of various atrocities committed on dalit women
and girl children, year wise, crime wise that were taken up by the DSS.

120
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Sexual Violence:

The above figures are of only major atrocities.
During the decade and half that passed by DSS
had addressed a total number of 928 incidents. It
is well known that members of dominant castes
have since ages been using sexual violence
against Dalit women and girls as a tool for
punishment, humiliation and assertion of
power. Inthe olden times, till about two decades
ago this phenomenon could go unquestioned
due to utter dependence of the dalit families on
the landlords, as wage labourers, bonded labour
etc. Butoflate, with the raise of dalit movements
and assertion, this could not go on silently.
However, the assertion by dalits is so enraging to
the dominant castes that they seek to re-inforce
and try to establish their authority and
superiority by subjecting the dalit women to
indecentand inhuman treatment.

In addition to these perceptions, the exposure to
the growing onslaught of porno and western
media also unleashed a major sexual
cult/culture in the society. In the light of this
new culture, rape is becoming common. Notjust
the male youth, but even school children now
want to gang rape someone. In fact gang rape is
now an everyday news. An outburst and a big
debate took place only in the Nirbhaya incident
of 2012. There was not much discussion later.
Even the so called outburst and debate during
Nirbhaya movement was more emotional than
mature. That movement, which was blown out
of proportions by the press had the overtones of
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expression of feelings of revenge against a few
individuals and against a class, rather than a cool
debate of why and how these things are
happening and how to cure the ills of the society
and how to remove the root of the problem.
Though, a few intellectuals like Arundhati Roy
tried to explain the phenomenon, there was
none toreflectonit. Everyone was only with one
demand, “hang them”, that's all, as if hanging a
juvenile stops all rapes in future. Almost none
raised the demand to ban porno or sexualizing
women in films and media. No one discussed
about the regular rape of dalit women in the
country side, thereby exposing the partial
perspectives of the movement. Later in Disa
rape and murder also there was no debate but
only revenge and caste prejudice, as the victim
was from Reddy caste and perpetrators were
from back ward castes/muslim. The leaders of
dominant caste political parties rallied for the
punishment of the criminals in such a big way
thatthe suspects were killed in an encounter. No
one reacts in a similar way if the victim is a dalit
woman and perpetrators are from dominant
castes.
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Thus, now we have a situation where there is
caste domination and sexual exploitation on the
one side and the newly emerging sex culture
adding to it the new ways and methods. The
total impact of these influences resulted in
increased number of rapes of dalit women and
girls not only by the dominant castes but even by
dalitmen and youth. Since, the hurtand violence
experienced by the dalit woman if she is raped is
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same, irrespective of whether the perpetrator is
dalit or non-dalit, DSS, addressed both inter and
intra community violence committed on dalit
women and girl children. Thisis more important
in view of the fact that dalit organizations usually
never take up the atrocities committed by dalit
men on dalitwomen.

(=

Whenever, DSS takes up an issue of atrocity, it is
followed up from ELR. to until conviction. This
involves monitoring investigation, meeting
Investigating Officers and other officials,
presenting cases to higher officials in the district
and at State level, raising the issue in Vigilance
and Monitoring Committee meetings, meeting
the Public Prosecutors, ensuring sanction of
compensation, appointing advocates for training
the victims and witnesses, follow up trial process
and see that the case is successful and the
accused get conviction.

Violence can be checked only if the impunity is
broken and perpetrators are convicted without
fail. Actually, if rule of law is implemented at the
minimal level, there is no scope for any criminal
to escape, whatever be the crime. But, strangely
and shamefully, in our country rule of law exists
only for academic purposes and almost none in
the administration of justice (revenue, police,
prosecutors, judiciary etc) believe that rule of
law is for implementation towards all. Invoking
a law or implementing is never automatic; it is
always influenced by caste, class, corruption,
political pressure and the like. Since, the real
power is in the hands of the dominant caste and
they are in the higher echelons of police, revenue

1o

etc, laws in favour of Scheduled Castes/Tribes is
never implemented, whereas laws against them
are immediately implemented. In other words, in
India, law never takes its own course, it always
takes the course as directed by the dominant
caste/class, in a brazen and unashamed manner.
Forlong, criminallaw meantonly IPC and it was
implemented always against the dalits.
Whenever a complaint is there against a dalit,
true or false, and even without a complaint, the
police jumped into action to implement various
sections of IPC against a dalit, but never against a
dominant caste person for what he did to a dalit.
A dalit never had the status of a complainant
under [PC. Powerful dalit movements of 1980s
brought about a change from this accused status
under IPC to that of a complainant status under
the SC,ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act in 1989.
The age old oppressive and humiliating practices
that were 'normal' and were never regarded as
crimes under IPC, now became crimes and a dalit
acquired the status of a complainant. The
passage of this Act brought about real life to
Art.17 ofthe Constitution.

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......
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But the Act becomes effective and convictions can be recorded only if it is properly
implemented in letter and spirit by all concerned departments. Butas things stand today,
only a few appear to be willing to discharge their duties with commitment while majority
lack concern, are deficient in knowledge of law/procedures. The problems commence
from the very beginning, i.e. from the stage of registering cases.

Inter Community Violence - Total No of Cases
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As for as the SC, ST(PoA)Act is concerned the police are never pro-active, on the other hand in many
instances, they even threaten the victims to compromise. They are advising, luring and even
threatening the victim to settle the issue and enter into compromise as the perpetrator is offering fat
amount. Having advised/threatened the victim to take amount, they give time to the victim to think
twice before registering the case and in order to force compromise they delay the registration of
cases, arrest of the accused and investigation, etc. The police take interestin compromising the case
notonly due to caste prejudice but they also stand to gain reasonable amount from the rich accused if
they succeed inrescuing the accused from the case.

DSS resorted to protest actions, complaints to higher officials, exposure in media, representations to
various Commissions, petitions in Courts to get an FIR registered. Police who are basically reluctant
to book the case raise so many objections and in the first instance itself they raise the technical
objection to bring caste certificate from MRO that the victim belongs to scheduled caste to delay the
registration or investigation of the cases. Similarly the MROs are issuing certificates as BC 'C' thus
helping the accused to escape.

Improper registration is another hurdle, i.e. the police do not register the case under S.C.S.T (PoA) Act
butbook the case under section of IPC only or register under improper sections of S.C.S.T (PoA) Act.

Police, write down the oral complaint of the victim falsely omitting important details to weaken the
case. They omitor write falsehood on important facts like the names of the accused, time and place of
occurrence, nature of weapons, injuries etc and take the thumb impression of the victim. The dalit
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victims who are mostly illiterates simply put their thumb impression or sign and go away. Later, in
court depositions, the accused lawyer bombards them in cross examination showing that what they
stated earlier and what they are stating in the court are contradictory and argues that the victims are
stating falsehood. Thus, the unfair recording of FIR, statements by police etc help the accused in
many ways.

In the incidents of rape on many occasions the police deliberately delay in sending the victims for
medical examination because if immediate medical examination is done the semen and other
evidences can be easily collected and delay will pave way for disappearance of such crucial
incriminating evidences. Similarly, the police immediately don't go to the scene of the offence or try to
arrestthe accused; instead, they require the victim to provide them transportto go over to the place of
theaccused toarresthim.

The Prosecutors are not trained and are halfhearted or corrupt. The period oftrial is also lengthy and
many cases are pending in the so called special courts which are in fact regular courts that are
burdened with all other cases along with cases under SC, ST (PoA) Act. These are just regular courts
thatare simply designated as special courts by a notification to deal with cases under the SC, ST (PoA)
Actinaddition to their regular work.

Inter Community Violence - Segregated Cases
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Crossing all hurdles, if an atrocity case reaches the court, still the final conviction of the accused
depends on various factors like the efficiency of the public prosecutor, proper deposition by the
victims and witnesses, the appreciation of the evidence by the judge concerned and other factors. The
appreciation of evidence and application of law is the privilege of the judge who conducts the trial.
There is the general principle of administration of criminal justice, namely; that the guilt of the
accused shall be established beyond all reasonable and probable doubt and that in cases where thereis a
doubtas to the guilt, the accused shall be given the benefit of doubt. Though, thisis a cardinal principle
of criminal justice administration, this is selectively applied. In cases like the Delhi gang rape, where
there is large scale hue and cry in the media and in public, this principle is never applied and the
courts usually go by public opinion, even without strong evidence. This is what is termed as trial by
media. Itis well known these days thatin many cases, the courts are giving conviction without strictly
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applying this doctrine, if they are convinced
otherwise that the accused committed the crime.
But in cases under SC,ST (PoA) Act, the benefit of
doubtis given to the dominant caste accused and
in most cases, the accused are acquitted on this
ground.

Thus, from the stage of FIR to judicial
pronouncement, the case is sabotaged in various
ways and for these reasons, getting convictions in
atrocity cases is difficultand are as such very low.

DSS during the decade and half intervened at
every stage and was able to see that in as many
cases as possible the accused were convicted.

Experience of DSS with regard to payment of
Compensation:

Year Compensation, Etc (in Rs)
2006 0
2007 400000
2008 350000
2009 650000
2010 654000
2011 601250
2012 660000
2013 435000
2014 62,25,000
2015 1240000
2016 24,52,600
2017 1085000
2018 45,00,000
2019 36,00,000
2020 21,25,000
Total 2,49,77,850

As the figures above show DSS was able to
facilitate the dalit women get maximum
compensation. But, DSS, in its 15 years of
experience of going around the offices for the
sanction of compensation, grasped that there is a

topsy-turvy understanding about the
compensation aspect under the SC,ST(POA) Act.
The dominant caste outlook pervades the
personnel of the administration and the police
establishment, which is actually a feudal outlook
of perceiving the compensation as charity. It is
seen as if the crime is atoned with compensation
and as ifitisinlieu of the punishment. With this
muddled thinking, in utter ignorance of the
constitutional philosophy, the personnel in the
administration and the police treat the victims as
ifthey are beggars and humiliate them by making
them to run from pillar to post in fulfilling web of
bureaucratic procedures before the amount is
released. Actually, the juristic philosophy
behind providing compensation, is that the State
is atoning its sin in its failure to prevent an
atrocity by the feudal elements. Itis a measure of
social justice and one step in abiding by Art.17,
the other steps being arrest, prosecution and
conviction of the criminals. Thus, understood, it
is the duty of the administrative machinery to go
to the victim and give compensation at his door
step as atonement for the failure of the executive.
Unfortunately, given the illiteracy among those
occupying the positions of bureaucracy, they
behave akin to feudal lords. In fact, they think,
'you are lucky to have been raped and you are
getting so much amount'. In the experience of
DSS, so far compensation is not paid by the
government on its own initiative even in a single
case. Without representation no compensation
is paid, which is proof that none in the executive
hierarchy understood the concept/philosophy of
payment of compensation under the SC, ST(PoA)
Act nor did they digest the spirit of constitution
or laws.

Payment of compensation on time will be helpful
for the victims to withstand the pressures. This
is paid in some cases after FIR, in some cases
after charge sheet, in some cases after medical
reports and the remaining portion after the
completion of trial or judgment. The quantum of
compensation has been increased in the year
2014 starting from a minimum of Rs75,000/-to a
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maximum of Rs. 7,50,000/-. In instances of inter-
community violence, first stage compensation is
paid by the Social Welfare Department. Social
Welfare Department has to pay compensation
through 'C' Section in Collectorate stage wise to
the victims of atrocity cases based on the rules
under the Act. Usually, what happens is, that too
after representing only, the 1% stage of
compensation is released and the next stage is not
paid. Likewise the rehabilitation process is also
not taken care of. One reason is lack of perspective
and the other reason is lack of proper procedure.
Compensation is paid after repeated pursuance
by DSS in the form of representations, advocacy &
lobby. The team of DSS narrated that, to get
compensation from the Women and Child Welfare
Department is almost impossibility and a testing
time for the victims. For reasons best known to
the concerned departments, payment is
inordinately delayed for years together. The
officers at respective levels say that nothing is
pending with them, but the compensation never
reaches the victim.

Domesticviolence

Domesticviolence in its worst forms has become a
menace among the poor dalit families. DSS almost
regularly deals with such cases where women run
to DSS for protection from the husband. The
husbands continually torture their wives on every
possible pretext. Inanumber of cases of domestic
violence, the husband is drunkard and has extra-
marital relations also. The tortured women
narrate their woes of domestic violence as the
single most problem faced by them. Most of the
women attributed this domestic violence of their
men to alcoholism. As a rule almost all the dalit
women are unaware of the new legislation,

is subjected to cruel domestic violence, it is just
impossible for her to take recourse to DV Act and
claim share of residence in the marital home. She
would prefer to run away from the husband and
take shelter in the natal home. Unfortunately,
given the situation of poverty, the woman is not
so welcome in the natal home also, as they feel it
is burden and shame on them. In such cases, the
woman silently suffer the violence and resign to
fate. Wherever, she stands a chance of supportat
the natal home, she invariably comes back and
continue living there. It is clear that alcoholism
can only become a pretext for domestic violence
if it has otherwise ideological acceptance, as a
right of the husband. With the awareness
imparted through gender trainings and gaining
economic independence many women in the
target area are growing assertive and are
protesting domestic violence.

Through our study of domestic violence, we
noticed that there are changed perceptions
among men and in many cases, suspecting the
fidelity of the wife without any substantial basis
or evidence appears to be a modern
psychological disease of all younger husbands
without exception. This actually appears to be
the single most important reason for the cruel
domestic violence of the husband in majority of
the cases. It was reported that many husbands
are checking the calls of their wives mobile. In
this attitude, apart from the question of real or
imagined infidelity, his authority and monitoring
the wife's movements and total denial of private
space to her is what hurts the women. Not only
the worst domestic violence but also murders are
taking place on suspicion of fidelity of wife.

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act. # , N

This Act has not actually become popular among

dalit women as the provisions of this Act which }
confer rights in the property of the husband and §?

such other rights like sharing residence in marital
home etc which are not practicable vis-a-vis a
dalit woman. In most cases, where a dalit woman

o




Intra Community Violence - Total No of Cases
50
45
45 43
40
35
30
25
l B N
ARl B
NI EEEEEEEREREREN
SIEEREEEEEERER D
0 |
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Intra Community Violence - Segregated cases
Attack
Cheating
DV
Attempt to Murder
Sexual Harrassment
Land Dispute
Abetment to suicide
Rape and Murder
Mass attack
Murder
Caste Abuse
Cheating in the name of Love
Gang rape
Rape
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100




24

Murder on suspicion of infidelity of wife
- AFewIllustrative Cases

The patriarchal madness of men to control the
sexuality of his woman partner appears to have
reached its acme among dalit men. DSS came
across a few cases like, Ratnavali, Suguna,
Vanajakshi and Aruna, where the husbands
cruelly murdered their wives on suspicion of her
extra-marital relationships.

There are various possible reasons for growing
domestic violence, as stated by dalit women,
academics and others:

v' With the advent of modernity, the general
cultural change that has come to stay has
loosened the taboos relating to sex and made
sex more easy and free. None today believes
sex to be sin. But, strangely, men want free
sex but when it comes to their women (wife,
sister, mother etc), men continue to have the
age old patriarchal conservative view of
controlling women's sexuality and
maintaining her purity.

v" Domestic violence and control of wife by the
husband is considered to be unquestionable
norm by the older generation of women, but
there is resistance and unacceptability
among the younger women of the present
generation.

v' Males developed double standards. They
welcome other women to cheat their
husbands/parents and have sex with them.
They also learn such things around and
through porno. Then they superimpose these
experiences and perception on their wives.
They suspect her if they see her talking in a
friendly manner with other males, be it
neighbours or colleagues or former
classmates. They start suspecting her and
yell at her saying she has relationship with
the males that she was talking in a friendly
manner or with the colleagues. Once seed of
suspicion is sowed, he checks her mobile and
continually torture her in all possible ways.

v" Though largely unreported, marital sexual
violence is highly prevalent among the
urbanized dalit males. The study suggests
that higher rates of intimate partner
violence is related to gender norms based
on culture and religion that confer absolute
sexual and other forms of control of men
over women.

v Indira Jaisingh, noted lawyer and women
rights activist says: Sexual violence against
women is unique as it begins in the home
and moves out to public places. The problem
begins with the assumed consent that
women give to sexual intercourse within a
marriage. Flavia Agnes, the lawyer and
feminist, Observes: “in a continuum of a
range of violence that takes place within the
matrimonial relationship. Violence can
include excessive sexual demands, making
your wife perform sex acts despite her
protests, forcing her to watch and re-enact
porn, or verbally humiliating her during
sex”. This observation is true and in many
cases sexual violence of men on their wives
ismotivated by porn.

v On the other side, the expectations of
educated dalit men are increasing
tremendously. The dowry system which
was a brahmanical/dominant caste
tradition sneaked deep into dalit families.
This drastic change is leading to violence in
the family.

v Increasing poverty and lack of opportunities
for earnings in contrast to high aspirations
of youth is resulting in frustration and
alcoholism among the youth. This further
deteriorates the already insufficient and
poor earnings of the family and intensifies
the frustration which is leading to demands
of dowry as an easy way out and domestic
violence on the dalitwomen.

Thus, for the dalit women, when it comes to
their very basic existence as human being and

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......



to flourish and grow with dignity, it is patriarchy
i.e. male oppression in all its forms that comes as
a block and therefore patriarchal violence
cannot be ignored and it is urgently necessary
that dalit rights discourses take this into account
and prepare the dalit women (and men) for a
major battle against patriarchy along with caste
oppression. In fact, there is an explosive
situation among the dalit women concerning
domesticviolence which may burstatany time.

Having continually dealt with cases of domestic
violence, DSS has taken up the issue in a big way:.

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......

First, DSS would make all possible attempts to
counsel the husband and transform him to
behave properly. Thus, DSS would try first to
see that the family doesn't break. Ifthe attempts
fail or in cases where DSS finds that it is
impossible to continue with such a cruel
husband or in such similar cases, DSS would
help the victims to seek legal action against the
perpetrator of domestic violence. DSS
documented the cases of domestic violence and
campaigned againstit. Around table conference
was conducted on domestic violence focussing
the menace and rendering justice to the victims.
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6. DALIT GIRL CHILDREN - AREN'T THEY FUTURE CITIZENS

The first Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal
Nehru said that 'Children are like buds in a
garden and should be carefully and lovingly
nurtured, as they are the future of the nation and
citizens of tomorrow'. In modern period, from
19" century onwards, every nation developed a
new understanding of children, their protection
and development and the role of the State in this
regard. Now, in the era of human rights
discourse, it is universally accepted by all that
childhood is the period of joyful and healthy
growth along with learning. Recognising the
need to safeguard and protect the children
everywhere, the UN adopted child rights
convention which guarantees safeguards for
happy and healthy childhood for every child and
confers various rights on them. The convention
assures that every child is entitled to these rights
without distinction of race, colour, sex, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status whether of
himselfor herselfor his or her family.

Situation of Dalit Girl Children:

Nehru's vision of future of children is practically
neglected as far as dalit girl children are
concerned. In our country, dalit girl children are
deprived of all the rights conferred by the child
rights convention, as if the convention is not
applicable to them. As it stands today, these girl
children are being socialized in the age old
ideology of gender stereo types by most of the
parents. Due to the prevailing patriarchic
outlook most of the dalit girl children are not
sent to schools and are employed as child labor
or domestic servants. The parental outlook itself
towards dalit girl children is to dispose of her at
the birth itself by killing or by selling away, ill-
treat, give away in child marriage, employ as
domestic servant. If a dalit girl is employed as a
domestic servant, she has to silently suffer the
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worst torture unlimited hours of work and
sexual exploitation. Reports of torture, sexual
abuse of dalit girl children employed in the
houses have become common. The publicized
reports are only tip of the iceberg. Majority of
the domestic girl children silently suffer torture
and rape as usually they are kept in
communicado from parents who live in a far of
place and no confidence that parents would
respond positively and no courage.

The only way to save the girl child is to educate
her and send her to school. Even after 74 years
of independence and promise of equality,
discrimination of dalit girl in the field of
education is continuing. Given the poverty and
lack of resources, dalit families are not able to
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send their children to private schools. Even
though there are government schools and social
welfare hostels, the quality of education is very
poor in these hostels due to neglect, corruption
and lack of funds. Apart from poor quality of
education, safety for boys and girls at these
hostels is lacking. Frequent incidents of girls
being sexually exploited by the wardens/other
staff are being reported in the media. This
atmosphere further frightens the parents of dalit
girl children to send their daughters to social
welfare hostels.
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Cheatingin the name oflove

Another atrocity committed on girl children is
cheating her in the name of love, Instances of
cheating in the name of love are in the rise in the
State of A.P and Telangana. In the past 15 years,
DSS documented innumarable instances of
cheating in the name of love. On a deeper
analysis, these cases are nothing but rape
without using force. Inthe social life and norms
as it obtains today, a girl will not agree for pre-
marital sex, not only because itis still ataboo and
but it is also problematic due to the associated
problems of pregnancy, etc. For this reason usual
method employed by the men, irrespective of his
caste, is to pretend love and promise marriage to
seduce the girl to have sex. If the girl feels
assured of marriage she will consent to have sex
during the so called period of love and is not
afraid of pregnancy also, as she believes that they
soon will be getting married. In situations like
this, the girl also consents to have sex with the
perception that it will help in consolidating the
relationship and committing him to marriage,
with the hope that her marriage problem will be
over and life settled. In large number of cases
that are coming up now, the male uses her for a
while in the name of love and refuses to marry
her when she pressurizes him to marry. He
abandons her and will go to any extent, even
facing criminal case for cheating. This type of
cheating is resorted to equally by the dominant
caste and dalit men towards, the dalit women
and girl children. Invariably, in all cases, the
male gets the support of his family to abandon
her and go for another marriage to gain
everything that is associated with a fresh
marriage. In most of these cases, the male tries
to settle the issue with money payment, raises
allegations that the woman is of loose character
and that the pregnancy could be due to someone
else etc. In cases of this type, since it is
consensual sex between them, only possibility
for legal action is registering a case under
cheating, which is very difficult to be established
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in court of law, since it is necessary to prove the
linkage between the admittedly voluntary sexual
relationship and promise of marriage. It is
invariably necessary, to have DNA test conducted
to establish the parentage to secure a conviction
for cheating. Now after the enactment of POCSO
Act and its amendments in 2019 the Act is
attracted if the girl is below 18 years, but in all
other cases only cheating is the offence.

In these cases of cheating in the name of love,
dalit male and his family behaves in the same
fashion as that of dominant caste male and
resorts to the same techniques, similar
allegations etc.

Cases of cheating in the name of love present
apattern:

¢ The male pretends love to seduce the girl to
have sexand deliberately cheats her.

® The girls succumb to this type of cheating
due to their vulnerable situation of solving
the marriage problem and her innocence in
believing hislove to be true.

® The cheating males, dalit and non dalit,
reject marriage after exploiting her sexually,
once their object of having sex is fulfilled.
This isreflective of the attitude of perceiving
the girl only as means of sexual gratification.

¢ The feeling of impunity for the cheater
comes from societal values and loose legal
framework. In cases like this, ultimately, the
girl stands to answer why she conceded for
sex before marriage, namely, why she
violated the social norm - marriage firstand
sex only after marriage. On this question,
since, to have pre-marital sex is seen as a sin
committed by the girl, there is not much
societal support to her including from the
family.

¢ Inlaw, the perpetrator cannot be booked for
rape etc since the sexual relationship is
admittedly, consensual. Atworse itis a case
of broken promise of contract of marriage
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and atbestitis cheatingin criminal law. But
it is difficult to establish cheating.
Moreover, it is not easy to establish that she
consented to sex for the only reason of
promise of marriage and further to
establish parentage in situations of
pregnancy.

With the enactment of POCSO Act offence of
rape can be booked only if the girl is below
18years of age.

In cases like this it is difficult to force the
male to marry her by resorting to legal
action.

Even if this is achieved, i.e. forcing him to
marry with the threat of criminal case, the
marital relationship continues to be very
fragile, filled with hatred and continual
abuse, violence and demands for dowry
which he lost because of this forced
marriage.

In cases of cheating in the name of love, it is
pure economic/class attitude that operates
in its vulgarity. The males even ridicule her
that she is unfit to marry him in view of his
status to marry girls from economically
sound families. The males openly say that
they never had any love towards her and it
was only sexual urge that prompted them to
be with her.  Further, they take shelter
under the moral norms concerning pre-
marital sex and question her, raise doubts of
her fidelity, as if it is sin of pre-marital sex is
applicable only to the female.

Thus, it can be seen that in most cases of
cheating in the name of love,
class/economic perspective dominates the
entire episode. Caste perspective also
operates, namely, the accused feels that
being a dalit woman, she can be
compromised or in any case she can'ttilt the
balance of social/legal/economic power
against him. This attitude is same whether
the accused is a dominant caste male or

dalit male and strangely, though, a dalit
male in this category of cases is just the
dominant caste male with the same
perceptions of caste/class/patriarchy.

Strategic Campaign of DSS to rescue the dalit
girl children:

As part of containing violence and breaking
impunity, DSS had taken up the programme of
mainstreaming dalit girl children, so that they
may turn out to be educated, empowered and
useful citizens when they grow up as women.
Having identified that, if the innocent dalit girls
can be saved from all the above dangers, only
through education, DSS worked out a systematic
plan of action. Since, parents cannot get their
girl children educated, the need of the hour is to
streamline the Anganwadis, Social Welfare
Hostels and Government Schools for imparting
better education to dalit girls.

Unfortunately the situation of social welfare
hostels is horrible. There are not even bare
minimum facilities in these hostels like potable
water, toilets, clothing and worse still the food
supplied is infested with worms. There are no
proper teachers or wardens. Going by media
reports alone the number of instances of sexual
exploitation and the prevalence of pregnant
children in the hostels is on the rise. In most
cases the culprit is either the teacher or the
warden.

DSS chalked out a programme with the following
immediate objectives:

1. Conduct scientific survey and study of the
existing situation of Dalit Girl Children,
Social Welfare Hostels, Anganwadis and
Government Schools.

2. To formulate strategies and draw up
programmes and activities to improve the
situation on the basis of study:.

3. To monitor and check the corruption in the
social welfare hostels and to launch
movement forrelease of more budget.
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DSS conducted survey covering 1401 Dalit Girl
Children, 760 Anganwadi Centers, 528
Government Schools and 46 Social Welfare
Hostels in the working area of Dalit Sthree Sakthi
(DSS) spread over 8 districts.

Campaign on “Qualitative Childhood to Dalit
Girl Children”:

Every year DSS takes up a mega campaign
programme and reaches out to nook and corner
of the State with the campaign theme and
materials. Conducting RadhaYatra with 100
member strong dalit women activist team and
going around the state covering all villages,
mandal headquarters and district headquarters
has been a regular annual event. In the year
2010, the theme of the RadhaYatra was on girl
child with the slogan, “Qualitative Childhood to
Dalit Girl Children”. This campaign was
successful in educating the society in general
about the plight of dalit girl children, the dalit
communities in particular about the need to
educate their girl children and also the need to
cleanse the stench in the administration of social
welfare hostels.

Trainings were conducted to the parents and girl
children in hostels to monitor the functioning of
the hostel and check corruption. The women

collectives took up responsibilities to
continuously monitor the safety, quality of food,
amenities, quality of teaching and take up the
issues with concerned authorities.

Hundreds of issues pertaining to the proper
maintenance of the Social Welfare Hostels,
Government schools and Anganwadi centres
were identified and resolved by the women
collectives of DSS. The following are various
issues on which representations were given:

Additional rooms, drinking water, water for
usage, toilets, building repair, new building,
blankets, uniforms, quality food, warden,
unhygienic surroundings, compound walls, fans
and lights,watchwoman, cosmetics, tutors,
drainage,

toys, shifting to better premises, ayah, lack of
teachers, time maintenance of teachers, increase
of strength etc. The details representations
submitted and issuesresolved are as follows:

No of Issues No. of Issues

Represented Resolved
AWC 12941 7003
Schools 20784 11417
Hostels 624 394




Motivation of youth in Schools, Hostels
and Colleges:

DSS has been engaged in regular motivation
camps to youth and girl children in schools and
colleges. Due to influence of media, particularly
internet, mobile phones with whatsapp,
Facebook and other applications, the youth are
spending, rather fiddling away, lot of time in net
and apps. While a majority are thus wasting
time, quite a few are abusing the mobile and net
for watching porno and sending obscene
messages, photos etc to girls. Cheating girls,
taking her nude photos/videos and uploading
them to net or blackmailing them with the threat
of uploading etc type crimes are increasing and
in most cases itis youth and college students. In
Mumbai, students of X class gang raped a girl in
their class, videoed the rape act and uploaded it
in whatsapp . This cann't be dismissed as an
isolated or rare event, but is tip of the iceberg
beneath the carpet. A bit lesser but similar
crimes occurred in multitude. We may have to
witness much more shocking news in the coming
years, if adolescent and youth force is not
channelized properly.

Likewise, the youth, even from middle class,
studying B.Tech etc., are resorting to thefts, chain
snatchings etc for making easy money for
luxurious spending. Going to pubs, drink and
drugs party in secluded areas with girls is
becoming common in metropolitan cities like
Hyderabad. Girls are also falling into this type of
activities and developing desires for luxurious
way of life and consumer goods, like smart
phone, tablet, various electronic goods etc.
Inspired by such desires they are falling prey to

cheaters who promise everything and exploit
the girls sexually. Instances of cheating in the
name of love are increasing year after year, in all
of which young girls are becoming victims.

There is no organization or governmental
programme to concentrate on the youth and
motivate them on right path. DSS had taken up
inspiring and motivating the adolescents and
youth in a big way on a continuous basis. DSS
conducted youth motivation camps in colleges,
schools and hostels, explained the adolescents
and youth the pros and cons of consumerism, the
evil effects of drugs, alcoholism, the need to
transform  personal and family financial
situation through hard work, entrepreneurship
and otherright means. They were inspired with
the live examples of successful person in various
fields and also the great leaders in the past who
contributed to the nation. The youth were
explained the shame they and their family will
have to face if they are involved in criminal or
anti-social activity. It is necessary also to make
the youth understand that no one can escape by
doing a wrongful act and will have to face bitter
consequences for thoughtless acts if done in
temptation. DSS was able to involve 75,975
youth and adolescents in these motivation
camps and was able to tell them everything in a
participatory manner, with proper modules and
methodology. So far DSS conducted camps

continuously in various colleges/educational
institutions in the states of Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. The students were explained various
aspects of leading a rightful life for their
personal and national welfare. All our camps
were appreciated by the concerned college
managements.
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7. FACILITATING DALIT WOMEN ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

Assertion for rights inspires to grow and be independent economically and economic
independence boosts self assertion. Both are intertwined and one strengthens the other. Hence
itis necessary to devise plans for economic independence of dalit women by enlightening them
and motivating them to demand for various entitlements.

Women are particularly vulnerable to economic insecurity and financial dependence.
Household surveys show that women are less likely than men to receive a pension in old age, and
where they do, their benefit levels are usually lower. The women collective members are
equipped with knowledge on issues and identification of issues. The women collective members
of respective villages are instrumental in identifying the beneficiaries and preparing
applications, submitting them in the grievance cells and regularly follow up for achieving them.
In the process of accessing rights & entitlements they have procured the maximum number of
schemes.

DSS, in particular paid attention to the MGNREGA in the target area and conducting survey of
implementation of the scheme and lobbied for sanction of maximum benefits to the women of
targetarea, as shown below:

MGNREGA Job Cards and Works Obtained
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Amount Received through NREGA Dalit Women as Entrepreneurs

Year Amount (Rs) DSS has been insisting for the implementation of
2008 500,000 SC Sub Plan and Tribal Sub Plan and has raised its

demand for equal budget to dalit adivasi women.
2009 1,500,000 [t played an active role in getting the SCSP/TSP
2010 10,420,000 Act in the year 2013. DSS has translated the Act

into local language and campaigned continuously
—— 10,050,000 in all its villages. At the end of the year (2013)
2012 16,750,000 DSS organized a Rathayatra for 10 days with a
contingent of 100 dalit women and campaigned

2013 29,012,000 on SCSP/TSP Actinits working area.
2014 21,604,000 . .

DSS has been continuously creating awareness to
2015 10,564,000 its women collective members on the
Total 100400000 importance of economic empowerment to bring

change in dalit women lives. In this process the
women collective members, youth organizations,
Panchayat Rajleaders and team were trained on

the Act and various schemes
) through the concerned
Total Achievements department under SCSP/TSP

100.00 Act.

80.00 300 selected women
0.00 collective members have been
:zg given continuous inputs on
40:00 the entrepreneurship and
30.00 other essential aspects. All
20.00 these 300 members have been
10.00

0.00 IW\L

r-; ’b % & <\
SIS

Various schemes procured by the women
in the target area during the 15 years:

registered with industries
department with all necessary

c;b“ @"’ & g,;\ o ,;3“ & oo F B P 5‘,\0 s & information, documents
& & @Q’}' RS 0 ) @ @ Q@ Q¥ R .. g .
& g R° & ¥ ORIy v@“’ pertaining to their respective
i SSECN N c .
d © N ¥ P businesses. Similarly for all

these 300 members on line
application have been filed
for the concerned banks
seeking loans. Some of the
women collective members
gotbenefitted.
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8. HOW WE DO

Capacitating Dalit Women, Public Hearings,
Round Table Conferences and Campaigns

Trainings:

Capacity building is crucial for systematic
organizational functioning and achieving the
objectives. In DSS, trainings assume lot of
significance. The work plan of the organization
is implemented by the team with the participation
of women collectives. Hence, the team and all
members of women collectives need to be
trained concerning the work plan and objectives
of DSS.

Training of the team takes place after Induction.
Training is the process of enhancing the skills,
capabilities and knowledge of team members for
defending and promoting the rights of dalit
women and girl children. Training process
moulds the thinking of team and leads to quality
performance. Itis continuous and never ending
innature.

Trainings in DSS are given on the following:

Induction is given to the new candidates who
join as team members. This training familiarizes
them with the organizational mission, vision,
rules and regulations and the working
conditions.

1. The existing team members are trained to
refresh and enhance their knowledge.

2. If any new laws are enacted or new
amendments made to the existing laws,
training is given to the team members to
brush up their knowledge with those
changes.

Ways/Methods of Training
Trainingis generally imparted in two ways:
Orientation and Placement

Once the candidates are selected for the team
induction training is imparted. @ The freshly

s

appointed candidates are then given orientation
on the goals, objectives and dalit women
situation. The work done so far and the nature of
the work is explained to them in order to
familiarize and introduce the organization to
them. Generally the information given during
the orientation programme includes-

® DSSVision, Mission

® Organizational structure, targetarea
® Goals

® Generalrulesandregulations

In short, during Orientation the team members
are made aware about the mission and vision of
the organization, the nature of operation of the
organization, policies and programmes of the
organization.

The main aim of conducting Orientation is to
build up confidence, morale and trust of the
team members in the new organization, so that
he becomes a productive and an efficient
member of the organization and contributes to
the organizational success. It helps the new
team members to catch up with the processes
and address any skill gaps. Every individual has
some shortcomings and training and
development helps team members to iron them
out. If shortcomings and weaknesses are
addressed, it is obvious that a team member's
performance improves.
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Since, the nature of work of DSS is much akin to
organizing a dalit women movement for rights
and economic entitlements, good knowledge of
law and society, social movement, dalit situation,
dalit women situation is highly needed in the day
to day work of the team members, dalit women
collective members and youth.

Regular trainings are organized to Women
Collective Members, Youth (Male & Female),
Children, Panchayatraj Leaders. Hundreds of
trainings were conducted during the last 15
years. The topics chosen for the trainings are
tailored to advance the objectives of DSS. The
varied topics covered are : the DSS Concept, Dalit
Women Concept, Child Rights, Dalit Women
Rights, Penal & Pecuniary Follow Up, Leadership
, Government Schemes, NREGA, Gender Concept,
Roles and Responsibilities of Women Collectives,
SCSP/TSP Act, Domestic Violence Act, SC, ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, Women Related
Acts and relevant provisions in IPC & Cr.P.C., Fact
Finding Skills, History of Movements, Monitoring
of Anganwadi Centres, Schools and Hostels,
Identification and follow up of Issues, Personality
Development, Local Resource Mobilization,
Ambedkar Ideology, Human Rights, Constitution,
Rights & Entitlements, Panchayatraj Act.

DSSmadeitapointto translate all the above laws
into Telugu language and published as a
compendium 'Our Laws', which is supplied to all
the trainees as a hand book for ready reference.
In addition, DSS published booklets on:
Constitution - A Brief Introduction in Telugu and
English, Songs book, DHRDs Karadeepika, 'Law
In Action', CERI book on Electoral Reforms in
India, Domestic Violence Act, POCSO Act, SC,ST
(PoA) Act, Human rights, model bill on Zero
discrimination in schools

Training on gender equality and women
empowerment:

The Global Platform for Action, adopted at the
Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing
1995, requests Governments and other actors to
mainstream a gender perspective into all
policies and programmes, so that, before
decisions are taken, an analysis is made of the
effects on women and men respectively. But this
is least practiced in organizations. Age old
traditions, routinization of bundle of unconscious
habits, cultural constraints in the society and
family hinder the participation of women in
capacity building initiatives. Even when the
women attend such trainings, the question still
remains whether their participation is 'active'. In
fact in the working area of DSS 15 years ago, the
dalit women felt strange to attend a gathering of
women or a training programme.

Slowly, but steadily, the participation increased
in terms of number and the urge to know and be
empowered. Those women that were enlightened
in the first few phases and were able to change
the gender relations and roles to some extent,
stood as living examples for the others to
emulate and evoke interest in knowing.




Gender Sensitization Trainings:
Whatis agender sensitization ?

DSS understands that Gender sensitization
means imparting an understanding of existing
gender relations and the obstacles to women's
active participation in socio-economic life. It's
not just imparting some feminist ideas to
women, gender sensitization includes men and
women so that they be free from morbid and
outdated view of their respective roles and can
move together. With such afreedom, ifboth men
and women actively participate in the socio-
economic life, economies tend to grow faster and
the well being of everyone gets enhanced. Thus,
Gender sensitive capacity-building initiatives
can contribute to poverty reduction and
sustainable development. Traditional beliefs,

taboos imposed by male dominated patriarchal
system and the resultant social and cultural
restrictions so far excluded women from
decision making process, public life and access
to information. Trainings should be designed to
break this cycle of exclusion.

Sexand gender

Recent global trends and debates over gay
marriages, sex transformations and the related
movements, court cases have created more
confusion than clarity to gender question. DSS
trainings are clearly, only confined to
understanding the gender roles with the aim of

o

freeing women from oppressive traditions and
to bring her into the mainstream socio-economic
life.

There are many differences between men and
women. These differences can be classified as :
natural/ biological and social. In other words,
differences by birth and differences that are
acquired. Sex refers to the biologically determined
differences between men and women that are
universal. Gender refers to the social differences
between women and men that are acquired
through socialization and passed on from
generation to generation. These gender
differences vary within a region, caste and
betweenregions, nations and cultures.

By gender equality we mean that all human
beings be free to develop their personal abilities
and make choices without being hindered by
gender taboos.

Among women, particularly dalit women in
India, the traditional, oppressive gender roles
are so strongly institutionalized that they are
internalized by women themselves and passed
on from generation to generation. The common
women are mostly unconscious of the gender
prescriptions and take them as axiomatic
without even a moment's reflection. Itlooks so
odd and depressing to see a mother discriminating
between her daughter and son and burdening
the girl child with all domestic chores and
forcing her to sweep, to cook and to fetch water,
while leaving the son to play. To bring about a
change in this type of outmoded, inhuman

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......



gender perspectives and socialization of a girl
child within the family, was the immediate
challenge before DSS, when it commenced its
work.

Hence, in tune with the reality, DSS initiated its
training programmes to address the immediate
dalit women reality, without getting engrossed
in unrealistic, highly theoretical modules. DSS
training took into consideration not only the
general reality of dalit women in the two Telugu
speaking states, butalso the micro village reality.

Trainings are meant to be a tool, strategy, and
means to effect individual and collective
transformation towards gender equality by
raising awareness of institutionalized
oppressive gender norms and encouraging to
shed them.

In the trainings, we were guided by all the
international human rights instruments and the
Constitution of India, all relevant laws/topics
concerning women, dalits, human rights and
violence against women.

Total Trainings Conducted during the 15 years
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Trainings to Panchayat Raj
Representatives:

This was a special programme organized by DSS
successfully with the objective of empowering
the dalitwomeninvillages.

DSS has organized Workshops for the newly
elected gram panchayat Presidents, Vice-
Presidents, Ward members and Mandal Parished
Territorial Constituency (MPTC) members in the
states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. The
trainings were focused on

1. PanchayatRajAct

2. Roles and Responsibilities of Panchayat Raj
leaders

Personality development
Gender Perspective

Awareness on SCSP/TSP and SC,ST
(PoA)Act

These workshops for the Panchayat Raj leaders
is significant as they play a key role for the
progress of the villages and in implementation of
various schemes and works that impact the
livelihood of dalit women in the villages. Due to
the policy of reservation for women and dalits in
the elections for panchayat raj , number of
women representatives were also there and it is
all the more important to see that the women
leaders are allowed to exercise their powers and
functions, instead of their husbands. These
workshops served this purpose also.




Public Hearings/Round Table Conferences
(RTC)

Public Hearings and Round Table Conferences
are conducted almost every year to focus the
plight of the victims in accessing justice and the
apathy of the justice administration system.

The Objectives of Public Hearings and Round
Table Conferences are:

® Sharing and understanding of the agony of
the victims in accessing justice and the
psychological trauma they are undergoing
after the violence.

® To sensitize the various personnel involved
in the administration of justice.

® To sensitize the public at large about the
way justice system operates in case of dalit
women.

® Tosharethe experiences of DSS team.

To share the ground realities pertaining to
impunity.

® To share the ground realities of Anganwadi
Centres, Schools and Social Welfare Hostels.

® To share the situation of elected dalit
women representatives of Panchayat Raj.

Public Hearings and Round Table Conferences
are organized at district and state level involving
victims & witnesses, higher officials of all
concerned departments of the government,
Commissions, advocates, social activists,
reputed intellectuals of state and national
eminence and media. All these years, Public
Hearings served the purpose of accessing justice
to the victims, sensitizing the officials and public
at large through media. Each time, a few

instances of about 20 to 30 atrocities involving
gross injustice are taken up with documentation

ofall meticulous details and presented before the
selected Jury. The victims/witnesses themselves
explain the atrocity and their plight in accessing
justice, the hurdles they faced in the process. The
concerned officials present make a note of the
lapses and give public assurances for resolving
the lapses. DSS further pursues the issues with
the officials to see that the promises made by
them are implemented and in most cases, DSS is
able to resolve even the complicated problems
like inclusion of relevant sections, production of
certificates, payment of compensations, change
of public prosecutors etc. During the past 15
years DSS organized public hearings and round
table conferences. The juries were each time

constituted with persons of credibility, integrity
and intellectual eminence.

Methodology and broad structure of public
hearings

Each State level public hearing would be either
a one day or two-day event and would consist
of breakup of sessions, as per the number of
cases selected for presentation. The modalities
used are:

1. Testimonies by victims, their parents
wherever relevant and the hurdles they are
facingin gettingjustice.

2. Witnesses to corroborate the version of the

victims.

3. Case studies of each atrocity or other form
of violation of the rights of dalit women or
girl child.

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......
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4. FactFinding Reports or other relevant data
concerning the incidents, the village and
progress of the case, detailing shortfall in
the implementation oflaw and procedures.

5. Preparation and submission of jury kit to
the jury members and media containing all
details of each incident and the names and
details of the victims/witnesses that are
going to present their testimonies.

Public hearings/RTCs provide an opportunity
for a general sensitization of the society at large
through media and every public hearing and
round table conference served
this purpose. All these events
were covered in leading TV
channels and press, including
national English daily like the
Hindu, thereby giving voice to
the issue of injustice to dalit
women and girl child. DSS
always involved other dalit
organizations, rights
organizations, political partiesin
the public hearings, thereby
providing them an opportunity
to directly see and listen to the
plight of dalit women.

DSS was able to facilitate the victims to gain
confidence through these public hearings and
assist them in getting the hurdles resolved, get
compensation etc.

Having conducted state level public hearings to
focus the plight of victims and to render justice,
DSS trained the women collectives of district to
gather data, document the injustices in the
process of implementation and conduct district
level public hearings and round table
conferences, to solve serious cases of the district.

No. of Cases Presented in State level Round
Table Conferences & Public Hearings
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Campaigns /RadhaYatras:

Conducting RadhaYatra as a campaign method is not uncommon in India. Almost all leaders of
political parties went around the country/state in this type of RadhaYatra in luxurious buses, vans to
reach to the people and campaign their programmes, manifestos etc. But none from rights
organizations, conducted this type of RadhaYatra to campaign on rights themes. DSS had taken up
this novel and effective programme and conducted RadhaYatras on a regular basis, campaigning on
various themes concerning the rights of dalit women and girl children.

RadhaYatra of DSS in two ordinary lorries which are decorated with flexi banners of the main theme,
with a band of 100 activist dalit women. The route is organized in such a way that almost all nerve
points in the State are touched. Usually, the march goes for a 10 day period and the 100 band of
activists will be on the move from the first to the last day. The team of RadhaYatra would reach the
specified destinations and address the dalits and general public and enlighten them on the theme,
with speeches, pamphlets, posters and booklets.

Radha Yatra has the special advantage of reaching to the nook and corner of the state and atrocity
prone remote villages. Those of the people who have less mobility and opportunity to participate in
any programme outside their villages, will have the chance to know about the rights etc in this unique
programme of reaching the people. Another advantage of RadhaYatrais thatithelpsin sensitizing the
entire society about the plight of dalit women and girl children, as the yatra goes to each town/village
and is advertised through posters and pamphlets. Yet another advantage is that at each place in the
State the media covers the event and the theme and speeches, thereby focussing the dalit women and
girl children plight continuously for the period of 10 days. This helpsin sensitizing the society atlarge.

DSS takes great pride in recording that through RadhaYatras of the past 15 years, the team travelled
22372 kilometres in terms of distance, contacted 5483 villages, 235 mandals, 9 districts, addressed
376 public meetings, involved 3,99,500 people. The table below give the details.

S.No Year Starting to Theme Kilometers Team of Persons
ending dates
1. 2008 | 15/11/2010 Dalit Rights 3950 60 Members
2. 2010 15/11/2010to | Qualitative Hyderabad to 3 Decorated Vehicles
23/11/2010 childhood to Dalit Visakhapatnam
Girl Children 4064 Kms
3. 2011 05/11/2011to | Campaign for Visakhapatnam to
14/11/2011 accessing the Rights | Hyderabad 60 Members
of Dalit Women and | 4567 Kms
Girl children
4. 2012 06/12/2012to | Acessing the Rights | 4981
15/12/2012 of Dalit women and 80 Members
Girl children
5. 2013 18/11/2013 to | Campaign on Visakhapatnam to
27/11/2013 SCSP/TSP Act Hyderabad 100 Members
4900 Kms
6. 2016 01/04/2016to | Campaign on Rangareddy District
14/04/2016 Ambedkar- Women | to Visakhapatnam 100 Members
(Padayatra at all
districts)
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Campaign for Gender Equality

Under the auspices of UN Women, International Campaign
against Violence on Women is conducted regularly every year.
UN Call for an active campaign world over on this theme for 16
days, starting from 25th November and culminating on 10th
December Human Rights Day. All activist organizations world
over responds to this call of UN and conduct campaign for 16
days and sensitize the society against all forms of violence on
women. Dalit Sthree Sakthi responds to this UN call every year
and conducts campaign on the theme of violence against
women. Every year Dalit Sthree Sakthi inaugurates this
campaign with a press conference followed by campaigns in
villages and slums. In these annual campaigns, Dalit Sthree
Sakthi specially focusses on the violence going on Dalit,
Adivasi women and girlchildren. Further, through these
campaigns, every year Dalit Sthree Sakthi seriously focuses
on gender inequality which is the root of all forms of
oppression and violence against women. Through these
campaigns Dalit Sthree Sakthi has been able to enlighten the
public in general about the patriarchal ideology and how it is
rooted in the minds of all. DSS through its speeches during
the campaign educates how even women unconsciously
adhere to the patriarchal ideology. Through posters and
slogans the campaign highlights how caste, religion, cinema
and even the educational system propagate patriarchal
ideology in various forms. During these campaigns every

. year, Dalit Sthree Sakthi conducts conferences and meetings

also at select places by inviting local resource persons,
thereby involvinglocal leaders and intellectuals.
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9. EVENTS TO STIMULATE - SIGNIFICANT DAYS

Every organization, governments and other institutions annually celebrate certain important days
like, International Women's day, Ambedkar Jayanthi etc. But, these days, in some institutions are
being celebrated as if it's an obligation. Politicians also just go and garland Ambekar statue only for
publicity and without any inspiration in heart of the hearts. Some of them may not be even knowing
why Ambedkar is garlanded and revered and do it as an obligation, so that others may not accuse,
that's all in it. Over a time, the public also got tuned to this routine activity without spirit. It is
necessary toreverse this dispirited trend and morose way of celebrating these great days. Hence,asa
break, DSS devised a novel way of campaigning on a theme as part of celebrating these important
days to make them more relevant to the dalit women. Each year, March 8", for example is celebrated
as Shramika mahila dinothsavam, (working women festival). Taking the opportunity, a campaign
among the dalit women is conducted and they are explained about the significance of March 8" and
about working women rights. Independence Day was celebrated as a campaign and seminar on the
topic “Dalit Women in Independent India”. Likewise, Ambedkar Jayanthi, Republic Day and other

significant days were celebrated on various themes as given below:

26/01/2007

Press club, Vijayawada

Dalit Women - Constitution

Number of
Participants
attended

14"and 15" of
February 2007

Lakshmipati Gardens,
Kavadiguda, Hyderabad

1" Annual General body meeting

08,/03/2007

Press club, Vijayawada

Dalit Women Self Respect Day

14/4/2007 to
20/4/2007

24 districts

Rathayatra to campaign on dalitrights

15/08,/2007

UTF Hall, Kakinada,
East Godavari, AP

Role of Dalit Women in Independent

19/1/2008

Ambedkar Bhavan, Guntur

2" District Conference

21/02/2008

Conference Hall, Madina
Educational Society,
Nampalli, Hyderabad

Round Table Conference on violence
against Dalit Adivasi women

80

22" Feb. 2008

Mohammadi Function Hall,
Musheerabad, Hyderabad.

State General Body meeting

1000

11/12/2008

MDO office, Chevella,
Ranga Reddy District, TS

2" District Conference

100

14/4/2009

Press club, Vijayawada

Dalit Women - Equal Opportunities

200

25" and 26"
Feb 2009

SSS Kalyana Mandapam,
Hyd

3" State Conference

1000

18/12/2009

Press club, Hyd

4" District Conference, Hyderabad

150

23/01/2010

YMCA, Visakhapatnam

60 Years of Constitution & 20 years of
SC, ST (PoA)Act - Review

250

25/2/2010

SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd

Public Hearing on atrocity cases

1000

26/2/2010

SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd

4™ State Conference

1000

6/2/2010

Sundaraiah Vignana Kendram

200

=




1% to 7" March
2010

Campaign in districts

Qualitative Childhood To Dalit
Girl Children

08/03/2010

Press club, Vijayawada

Qualitative Childhood To Dalit Girl
Children

14/04/2010

Guntur

Empowerment of Dalit Women and Girl
Children

01/08/2010

Jubli Hall, Hyd

Review on 20 Years of SC, ST (PoA) Act 1989

15/08/2010

Officers Club, Kakinada

Campaign for Electoral Reforms in India (CERI)

18/10/2010

HASSS, Hyderabad

Capacitating the Panchayat Raj leaders for
effective functioning

15" to 23
Nov. 2010

Campaign (Rathayatra)

Campaign on Qualitative Childhood

10/12/2010

MDO office,
Ranga Reddy District

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

15/12/2010

Officers Club, Kakinada

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

16/12/2010

Revenue Bhavan, Eluru

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

18/12/2010

Press club, Vijayawada

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

21/12/2010

Vavilala Bhavan, Guntur

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

4/3/2011

Indira Park, Hyd

Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit
Adivasi women and girl children

5/3/2011

SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd.

5" State Conference

15/08/2011

Press club, Vijayawada

Our children in Independent India

06/04/2011

Press club, Vijayawada

Panchayat Raj Leaders - Electoral Reforms

30/11/2011

Press club, Hyderabad

Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit
Adivasi women and girl children

7/12/2011

Machilipatnam

Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit
Adivasi women and girl children

8/12/2011

SC Corporation Hall,
Guntur

Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit
Adivasi women and girl children

13/12/2011

Jabilee Conference hall,
Eluru

Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit
Adivasi women and girl children

14/12/2011

Officers Club, Kakinada

Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit
Adivasi women and girl children

15/12/2011

YMCA, Visakhapatnam

Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit
Adivasi women and girl children

28/6/2011

Ambedkar Bhavan,
Chevella

Dalit Women & Ambedkar Youth
Associations - Electoral Reforms

1/3/2012

SSS Kalyana Mandapam,
Hyd

Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit
Adivasi women and girl children

2/3/2012

SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd.

6" State Annual Conference




08/03/2012

Press Club, Visakhapatnam

Development of Dalit Women

14/04/2012

8 Districts

Anti-Liquor Campaign

15/08/2012

Ravindra Bharathi,
Hyderabad

Inequities in Independent India

03/09/2012

Ravindra Bharathi,
Hyderabad

Campaign on Strengthening of SC, ST Act
and Proposed Amendments

6" to 14"
Dec 2012

Campaign (Rathayatra)

Campaign Rights of Dalit Adivasi women

6/12/2012

Pressclub, Hyd

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

7/12/2012

Vikarabad, TS

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

8/12/2012

SC Corporation Hall,
Guntur

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

10/12/2012

Medical Association Hall,
Machilipatnam

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

11/12/2012

Jabilee Conference Hall,
Eluru, West Godavari

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

13/12/2012

Officers Club, Kakinada

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

14/12/2012

VJA Press Club, VSP

Round Table Conference on Violence against
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children

28/2/2013

SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd.

7" State Annual Conference

29/2/2013

SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd.

8" State Annual Conference

08/03/2013

Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd.

Shramik Women - Ways Forward

12" to 27"
Sep 2013

8 districts

Workshops for panchayat Presidents,
Vice-Presidents and Ward members

18" to 26"
Nov 2013

Campaign (Radhayatra)

Campaign on SCSP/TSP Act

04/02/2014

St Ann'’s Generalate,
Hyderabad

Legal Clinic: Way forward to reform the
living law

22/02/2014

Ambedkar Spoorthy
Bhavan, Hyd.

Rallying together civil society forces in
support of Dalit women

4/3/2014

Ravendra Bharathi, Hyd

Women's Day Celebrations

08/03/2014

Rotary Club, Amalapuram

ShramikaStreelu - Sadhikarata

15/3/2014

SVK, Hyd

RTC on SC/ST Act amendments

14/04/2014

Press Club, Basheerbagh, Hyd.

Dalit Women In Modern India

12/6/2014

Ravendra Baharathi
Conference hall, Hyd

Judiciary and its functioning

15/08/2014

Vikarabad & Kakinada

Role of Youth in the Society

30/10/2014

Amalapuram

Brain storming session on Dalit movement

21/11/2014

Officers Club, Kakinada

Victims and Witnesses meet

22/11/2014

Press club, Hyd

Victims and Witnesses meet




6/2/2015

JC Convention Centre, Vja.

9" Annual State Conference

28/2/2015

Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd

9" Annual State Conference

04/03/2015

S.VK. Hyderabad

Dalit Women - Economic Empowerment

6/3/2015

VJF Press club, VSP

Dalit Women - Economic Empowerment

14/04/2015

Tank Bund

Ambedkar Jayanthi Celebrations

15/08/2015

SVK, Hyd

Independent India - Development of Women

26/1/2016

Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd.

Give Us Our Constitution

4th& 5th
March 2016

SSS Kalyana Mandapam,
Hyderabad

Enabling Empowerment: A Decades
Journey

10 /3/ 2016

Ambedkar Bhavan, Vizag

Dalit Women - Empowerment

14/4/2016

Basheer Bagh Press Club, Hyd.

Ambedkar - Women

15/4/2016

HASSS, Secunderabad

Workshop on Entrepreneur Promotion

15/8/2016

Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd.

Break the Shackles - March Forward
towards Real Freedom’.

15" and 19" of

Nov. 2016

East Godavari & Guntur

Consultations with students, Teachers,
Parents and CSOs

25" Nov to

12" Dec 2016

5 Districts

Ending Violence on Dalit Women

3/1/2017

DSS Office, Hyderabad

Dalit Women - New Endeavours

26/1/2017

Visva Brahmana Conference
Hall, Guntur, A.P

Constitution and Caste

219& 22™
Feb 2017

SSS Kalyana Mandapam,
Hyderabad

Break the Barriers of Dalit Women
Empowerment

8/3/2017

Press Club, Vijayawada, AP

Dalit Women - Entrepreneurship

11/4/2017

Conference hall, SC
Corporation, Guntur

Ambedkar - Women

14/4/2017

DSS office, Hyderabad

Ambedkar’s Thought is a Shield to the
Country

24/5/ 2017

Press Club, Gandhinagar,
Vijayawada, AP

State Advocates Forum meet

8/7/ 2017

Conference Hall,
Amalapuram, E.G.Dt. A.P.

District Advocates Forum meet

27/9/2017

DSS Office, Hyderabad

State Advocates Forum meet

15/8/ 2017

Conference Hall,
Ravindra Bharathi

70 Years of Independent India:
Inclusion & Exclusion

25" to 10"
Dec 2017

All Districts

Ending Violence on Dalit Women

3/1/2018

Conference Hall,
Ravindra Bharathi

Quality Education for All

26/1/2018

SC Corporation Hall,Guntur

Constitution and Governance

10/3/2018

SC Corporation Hall,Guntur

Dalit Women - Empowerment

22/2/2018

Ambedkar Bhavan,
Vijayawada, AP

Dalit Women - Inclusive Growth




6/3/2018

Conference Hall,
Ravindra Bharathi

Dalit Women - Inclusive Growth

17/4/ 2018

SC Corporation Hall, Guntur

Constitution of India: Reality

1/5/ 2018

All Districts

National Resistance Day

15/8/ 2018

Conference Hall, Makineni
Basava Punnaiah Vignana
Kendram, Vijayawada

Equality in Independent India

6/11/2018

Hotel Swarna Palace,
Vijayawada

Prevention of all Forms of Discrimination
and Violence Against Children in
Educational Institutions Bill - 2018

Nov 25" to
Dec 10" 2018

5 Districts

Me Too — Dalit Women Break the Silence
International Campaign on Eradicating the
Violence on Women

3/1/2019

Conference Hall, SVK, Hyd.

Education without Discrimination

26/1/2019

Press Club, Vijayawada, AP

Reservations: Problems and Prospects

12/2/2019

Swarna Palace,
Vijayawada, AP

Dalit Women Marching Ahead towards
Equality

20/2/2019

SSS Conference Hall,
Hyderabad

Dalit Women Marching Ahead towards
Equality

8/3/2019

Press Club, Vijayawada, AP

Dalit Women and Development

14/4/2019

Car Rally

Propagation of Dr B R Ambedkar Ideology

15/8/2019

Press Club, Vijayawada, AP

Equality of Opportunities in Independent
India

25" Nov to

All Districts

Women are not Objects — Break the

10" Dec 2019

Impunity

3/1/2020

Press Club, Vijayawada, AP

Education — Gender Equaty

26/1/2020

Conference Hall,
Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd.

Constitution: Contemporary Challenges

12/2/2020

Swarna Palace,
Vijayawada, AP

Dalit Women Marching Ahead towards
Equality

20/2/2020

SSS Conference Hall, Hyd.

Dalit Women Marching Ahead towards
Equality

8/3/2020

Visvaswar Reddy Bhavan,
Ranga Reddy District

Shamika Women Self Employment

12/3/2020

Viceroy Hotel, Guntur, AP

Shamika Women Livelihood Opportunities

25/2/2020

Swarna Palace,
Vijayawada, AP

Dalit Girl Children - Access to quality
education

6/3/2020

Conference Hall, Ravindra
Bharathi, Hyderabad, TS

Dali Adivasi Women - Sustainable
Development

25" Nov to
10" Dec 2020

All Districts

Campaign for gender equality
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10. MARCHING TOGETHER -- ANNUAL STATE AND DISTRICT CONFERENCES

Annual General Body meeting is an event to look back and
review the work done, accomplishments and the
difficulties faced. Throughout the year, the women
collectives would be busy with field work in their respective
places and have no chance of meeting their counter parts
from other districts. Annual Conferences is an opportune
moment for all the activists to meet across the districts and
both the Telugu states to share their experiences. Every
year, DSS organizes Annual Conferences, which would be
like a mass carnival of dalit women. About a 2000 high
spirited dalit women from across the State gather at the
venue which looks like a march giving the image of history
in the making and the assertion of dalit women against
institutionalized caste discrimination. The very fact that
Dalit women from nook and corner of the State converging
at the State Capital, that too on their own without any
arranged transport signifies their awareness and interest in
therights movement.

This occasion of large gathering of dalit women at one place
is utilized to educate them by arranging inspiring speeches
by stalwarts in Ambekar ideology and women rights.
Usually, the General Body meeting goes on for two days with
educative events. On a few occasions, the General Body |
meeting is preceded by a Public Hearing. Intellectuals,
journalists of State and National stature have attended these
mass general body meetings and addressed them.

Annual Conferences serves the purpose of educating, {1
boosting the spirit of all women activists and also sends the g
message to all sections that dalit women no longer tolerate if
their rights are violated. Every year the Annual Report is
released in Telugu and English languages by prominent
people during the annual conference.

General Body event is invariably highlighted and widely
covered by the print and electronic media in the districtsand =5
states and thereby promoting visibility to the dalit women

cause. , i \ I

4
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11. JOINING HANDS - COLLECTIVE ACTIONS
WITH LIKEMINDED ORGANIZATIONS

No rights organization can function in isolation
and DSS doesn't subscribe to the notion of
isolated functioning. In fact, the chief objective
of DSS is to sensitize and mobilize the support of
all sections of population at the State, National
and International levels, to the dalit women
movement for rights and justice. In the past 15
years DSS could focus the dalit women question
on the agenda of all, through its campaigns,
public hearings, public meetings, protest
actions and other activities.

Networking reflects the perception of
interdependence of different actors within the
communities. It is a means and carrier of
mobilization as well as a flexibility-oriented
organizational strategy. In this setting, DSS
understands networking as a meaningful
communication with other NGOs, media,
political parties and others for the achievement
of its goals in an atmosphere of mutual
cooperation. With this perspective, DSS made
every effort to mobilize the support of all
possible sections, particularly, democratic
minded organizations, political parties, women
and dalit organizations, for the cause of
promoting the human rights of dalit women and
girl children.

Our Growing partnerships with Network
Partners:

DSS took initiative and formed a network of
likeminded organizations, called State Women's
Rights Forum in the year 2008 for the purpose of
addressing major incidents of violence against
women at state level.

DSSwas always invited by other mass organizations
to participate in their programmes and DSS
always attended those events. On those
platforms, DSS presented its views with a dalit
women perspective, thereby advocated the
cause of dalit women. DSS attended umpteen
meetings organized by Dr.Ambedkar Open
University, University of Hyderabad, etc.
Whenever, a democratic struggle was going on
under the leadership of anyone, DSS always took
part in the struggle. When students of various
Universities were struggling against the high
handed and authoritarian actions of the Vice-
Chancellor, DSS was part of the struggle. In the
recent event of discrimination of dalit scholars of
UOH, DSS was part of the struggle of the Dalit
Scholars.

DSS participated, collaborated in conducting
campaigns carried out under the auspicious of
other NGOs and government.




When, National Dalit Movement for Justice
launched national campaign demanding
amendments for SC, ST (PoA) Act, DSS played an
active role at state and national levels. We
conducted meetings, seminars on the issue,
published a booklet in regional language and
widely circulated. Due to the concerted efforts of
everyone at the national level, the demand was
achieved and the Act was amended as desired by
the people.

DSS was part the campaign on '60 years of Indian
Constitution' and was instrumental in the Joint
Action Committees formed for '20 Years of SC, ST
(PoA) Act', etc. Similarly when dalits were

brutrally massacred in Laximpet, Srikakulam
district of Andhra Pradesh over land rights issue,
State level protest against the massacre took
place. A concerted effort of Joint Action
Committee to punish the culprits, to do justice to
the dalit victims of Laximpet took place under
the united banner 'Laximpet Nyaya Porata

e "C! DENIIHNID
STATUE

l: » ONTANKBUND

Samithi'.
seriously building and participating in the
movement. Likewise we collaborated with CERI
on the issue of election reforms and conducted
meetings in the State and translated and
published the booklets pertaining to Electoral
Reforms.

D'SS Wés Vpart of this network in

DSS, not only collaborated with other
organizations, but carried on a continuous
contact and rapportwith government
departments, rights commissions and media.
For all the public hearings, round table
conferences and general body meetings, DSS
involved government officials, functionaries of
commissions and media representatives.

As we continued to engage with dalit women
across the two states of A.P. and Telangana, our
work brought us into several short-term and
long-term collaborations with other
organizations in the region during the past
decade.
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12. CULTURAL TEAM

The cultural team is part of DSS team and has immense
responsibilities to carry on. In the campaigns, trainings,
public hearings and during General Body meetings, it is the
cultural team that is always at the lime light. Inspiring songs,
dances fulfil the task of taking the message of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar, the theme of women empowerment to the publicat
large in a simple way and

DISTRICT CONFERENCE ON E/PGWERWENT OF
TALIT WOMER & GIRL CHILDREN

understandable language and tune. Various concepts, practices
and the reality of the system are loaded into the songs in easily
understandable language and tune and thus the cultural team
plays a crucial role in inspiring the dalit women. The team has
been continuously improving the themes, the subject and the
songs to keep abreast with the changing situation, thus
strengthening the DSS movement.

78 We are one woman - 15 years journey.......




13. FELICITATIONS

DSS has come to be reckoned with as an organization with
commitment and sincerity. The hard work and achievements of DSS
was recognized by all concerned. The Commissions, the government
and police officials, the media always appreciated DSS and their

appreciation is expressed in various ways like, participation in DSS
programmes as a measure of solidarity and resolving the dalit
women issues to their best. DSS's work got recognition from other
quarters also. A few reputed Governmental and Non-Governmental
agencies conferred awards on DSS and felicitated the Convener.




14. WOMEN COLLECTIVES

DSS women collectives have been vibrant and enthusiastic to learn, to struggle and to achieve. Their
participation in reviews, trainings has been active and lively. Any time and any place, a hall, on the
ground or under a tree, they assemble promptly and listen attentively. DSS encouraged participative
learning and the dalit women always raised queries about the activities, the problems they
encountered and the doubts they have concerning the procedures and plans.

The dalit women actively participated in protest actions like, dharnas and in meeting the concerned
officials of the district administration. The dalit women collectives, organized campaigns against
consumption of alcoholic drinks and held meetings, conducted public protests and marches with
placards and slogans againstliquor consumption.
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15. PRESS COVERAGE - MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS:

Press and electronic media play a very important role in
taking any message to a larger section of the people. A

dharna against an atrocity may take place with 100 people,
" but if the event is reported in the news papers and TV
channels , the news about the atrocity, the failure of the
government machinery in rendering justice will reach
millions of people, thereby exposing the colluding officials
—— sy and bringing pressure on the Government to act.

PRESS CONFERENCGE
ON

BRUTAL M

Similarly, the owes of the victims in a Public Hearing/Round
Table Conference, the speeches in a seminar, a fact finding
report of an atrocity—everything concerning dalit women,
ifitisreported in the press and electronic media, it will have
sensitizing effect on the public in general and pressurizes
| the government to rectify the injustice. Thus, media plays
crucialrole in spreading the news and canvassing anissue.

In the State of A.P and Telangana, DSS involved media also in
dalit women issues. Due to the continuous work of DSS on
dalit women issues and the march of dalit women
movement, dalit women got reasonable space in print and
electronic media during the past 15 years. Further, DSS
established high credibility with Government officials, the
police and the Commissions. Due to this credibility, DSS
could convince the concerned departments/Commissions
b/ to render justice and every such event was covered in the
: . print and electronic media. DSS's protest actions, its
participation in meetings, its campaigns like the
RadhaYatra, Public Hearings and Round Table Conferences
got extensive coverage in the media, thereby promoting the
cause of dalit women. DSS involved media personnel in its
public hearings and conferences and thereby established
good will and credibility with the media. Thus, DSS always
got reasonable coverage of its activities in media. The
women collective members of DSS got the 'Achievement
Awards' from TV9 channel.
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Dalit women plan united fight for rights

Dalit Sthree Sakthi urges State to initiate measures to end alleged exploitation of women

Special Correspondent

and Visakhapatnam districts
converged here under the
banner of ‘Dalit Sthree Sak-
thi'(DSS) to fight atrocities
committed against them.

DSS convenor Jhansi Ged-
dam chaired their firstannual
general body meeting here on
Wednesday. The two-day
meeting will adopt a declara-
tion seeking steps by the ad-
ministration to end the
alleged exploitation of Dalit
women at their work places.
It would also seek an end to
atrocities, including traffick-
ing, rape and attacks by high
castes.

Agenda

The DSS would strive for
freedom, equality and self-re-
spect of Dalit women, Ms.
Jhansi declared amidst loud
cheers by the gathering.

Vasantha Kannabiran,
president of Asmitha, Vi-
jayabharati, a retired princi-
pal and wife of State
Republican Party president
B. Tharakam, Paul Diwakar,
\convener, National Council

PLEDGING SUPPORT:
meeting in Hyderabad on

for Dalit Human Rights and
Vimal Thorat, convener, All-
India Dalit Mahila Adhikar
Manch , called upon Dalit
women to strive unitedly un-
der the DSS banner to secure
their rights which were being
denied even after five decades

@ DALIT STHREE SAKTHI

Women urged to fight

Express News Service
Hyderabad, February 25

DALIT women in the third
State-level conference, Dalit
Sthree Sakthi, have given a call
to fight for land rights by join-
ing hands with progressive

discuss the problems pertaining
to Dalit women was organised
at the SSS Kalyana Mandapam
at Padmarao Nagar here today.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof Madhavi said, “Even after
lecades of struggle, Dalit wom-

lwages corresponding to the la-
bour that they put in. Dalit
omen are among the marginal

Dalit women participating at the Dalit Sthree Sakthi
Wednesday . - PHOTO: G. KRISHNASWAMY

of independence,

Mary Ravindranath, chair-
person, State Women's Com-
mission, said 80 per cent of
the complaints received by
the organisation pertained to
Dalit women who were ex-
ploited because of their pov-

g7

Staff Reporter

07 e P20 T WYDERABAD: Women for Cul- e
HYDER! : Dali tural Freedom, & confedera- morality terme
xmhﬁg'\%ﬁ&tféﬁ"égﬂ tion of women's ‘street censorship’
i T i 3 organisations constituted e
vari, Ranga Reddy, Kadapa post- Mangalore attacks, will e Social apathy

conduct a public meeting on
February 13 at Potti Sreera-
mulu  Telugu University,
Nampally, to generate and in-
fluence  public opinion
against cultural policing.
Sharing details at a press
conference here on Wednes-
day, Volga, eminent author
from Asmita Resource Centre
| for Women expressed fear
about the imminence of such
attacks in the city in the con-
text of St, Valentine's Day on
February 14. Citing the Man-
galore pub assaults and the
attack on the daughter of a
Kerala Minister, she termed
the highhandedness as “a
§ s 1 ,. kindof street censorship” and
- hdl ' asserted women's freedom in
£ \ ds choosing which culture to

3 7 emulate.
's first Annual general body

“Dictating women’s move-
ments in the name of cuiture
has become the order of the
day. Earlier too, Women were
attacked for their expression
through movies and books,
Whao is to decide which cul-
ture is ours? Unless we come
together to protect ourselves,
the oppression would in-
crease manifold,” MsNolga
said. Students and women

erty. They had  to lead a
struggled existence and work
mostly because of inadequate
family support. She ex-
pressed distress at the ram-
pant trafficking of Dalit
women in the coastal dis-
tricts.

Only a sustained and unit-
ed drive by organisations like
DSS would help put an end to
crimes against them,

She outlined steps being
taken by the Commission to
redress grievances of the
complainants.

’

) ;sundaya&@express e A
forlnd ights Police yet to a
at any conclusion

B b

forces. mlu;.ldw':sem:- - e Wittt
The two-day programme to i HovarB s eanwhile in a new twi
g FORTY-EIGHT hours after Anusha, the B. the incident, Dalit Sthree -

Com third-year student of Villa Marie col-
Jege jumped to death in the college prem-
jses, the Punjagutta police are yet to arrive
at a conclusion on whether the other four §
students drove her to end her life or was
there any other reason.

‘Meanwhile, an organisation, Datit Sthree
Sakthi (DSS) has alleged that Anusha was
being harassed on caste basis, after her

en gotl!;ld not secure their rights friends came to know that she was a Dal- D%ringmge ina Tﬂmm “;m 2 t:!‘::

hl () g i it ‘members sai s arela-
y are not being offered ‘Though the police had registered a case tive of Congress MLA R

i supporter of ¥8 Jagan Mohan Reddy. “Of

under Section 308 IPC
suicide), investigation 50 far has not
sleuths anywhere.

“The victim's parents have aliegzd‘ u\(gt

{abetment to comnit

The parents of Anusha had alleged that -

ENS

- Meet against cultura
policing on Feb.13

rrive

Sakthi has alleged that the
girl was harassed on
account of her caste

led the : Jate, his closeness to Jagan

Anusha took the extreme step unable to Dalit. From then onwards,
tion b

» Assaults on women
in the guise of

towards dowry
deaths, infanticides
deplored

will be invited to the meeti)
for an open discussion, shi
said.

Muddled feelings

Vasanta Kannabiran fro
National Alliance for Wome|
said, the meeting could
solve confusion among pa
ents who are prone
muddled feelings about U
acceptability of pub culture i
the context of the attacks.

“Society suffers from ma
scourges such as
deaths and female infant}
cide. Are these people beatil
up the erring hushands
parents? Their apathy b
wards such issues is amp
evidence of what they sta
for,” said M. Sumitra fro
Ankuram.

Jhansi from Dalit Str
Shakti, A Satyavathi fro
Bhoomika (magazine) @
Sharifa Siddiqui from Musli|
Women's Rights Netwol
participated in the press co
ference.

g

ot who are being alienated fro G i B friends. ing harassed on caste-basis,” DSS members
hei labour.” ghe e ad(lemd :HOW ?‘I: STRENGTH: Members of the Dalit Sthree Sakthi raising iéﬂu?:?g:.gﬁgml;;fﬁ: invesngaleth: be;ﬁl\u}-‘:ha!napeﬂ to dezt‘ﬁrom{\he fourth alloged.
L ; ogans at the third State conference in Hyderabad on Wednesday. e S oy #ad ean come to a can- _floor of Vlia Mariz Salege SR atSom- ‘The commitee h itted a report to
ey bxcl;swe programmes e only then,” West zone DCP C Ravi_ ajiguda TS, i 059 Home Minister P Sabiia Indra ?ﬁmﬁ
e govern H i i o % & ‘Varma told Express. eanwhile, the Dalit Sthree thi itiol aw an lex]
v government for unfortunate that even in this Sakthi members from eight dis- a-rx.e police :fer going through the mobile has formed a fact-finding committee to g and urged ﬂl?m tuh t?kel ;ne.:;uhr‘e& «‘?l:om
recurrence of suc ncidents L

he benefit of Dalit women were

ot reaching them. iy
There was a separate session

n the sexual abuse of Dalit

irls in the State. Eminent Telu-

u litterateur Volga said it was

modern world there was dis- e SRR A
crimination with regard to
Dalit women in various sectors
and added that education was
the only tool to eradicate vari-
ous social stigmas. Dalit Sthree
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tricts participated in the confer Phone details of Anusba.
ence. i
State convener G Jhansi in

formed that they wuuld, b
launching a documentary O] g
the final dav of the conference syif

DSS demands action in Dalit ‘rape’ case

palit Sthree Sakthi submits memorandum to pirector-General of Police

erabad where he and the girl's
maternal_uncle, Venkates- oo e
‘warlu threatened her against oSG pune b
revealing the trut B 2
Jandlor’s tractor was away at She was brought to Yela- mmwm
thatfime. manchili police station 0N Lo s 5uS, whis wbes
R Chandrs took her May 15 and produced before 08 E9,005, Biys F
ditional Jodicial First

to upper caste, with the
promise of ajo

Her father. Mohan Rao,
whaworked as a driver of the

Special Carrespondent

« 15-year-old "gang raped’ by landlord, pelicemen
ol il s~ AR

et

taok it
the awsjon May 2 to Yansm
raedical examination of the police, Pradesh  where and his three friends
41 nor identification parade  State HURBEIEhts Com- _ allegedly raped her.

of the accused were conduct- Mohan Roo registered 3

petrated, yet no arrests have

s landiord and policemen
been made so far. Neither

LY

ii West Godavari district, has
demanded stringent sction
sgainst the culprits and com-

et

who {ssued orders to shift her
to Jusenile Home in Hydera- ¢
ad

pensation to the vietim. missjon @ National Hu-
Ina memorandum subrit- ~ed. man Bl m%,‘wwhm with Yelamanchili b - ey
ted to the Director General of " Narratify the D i police sbout his ‘missing 1ste: ingshifted im- i ud SO
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Haxs NEws SERVICE Divish

ixecutive director of SC ~ class to rec ognise their rights. utilise all the welfare schemes
Corporation K Mahalaksmi was  She appealed to all the women that were launched by the gov-
the chief guest. to make efforts to achieve self . ernment and create awarensss

National coordinator of Dalit reliance to survive in society. among the rural women on the
Sthree Sakti and senior High She did not hope much from  benefits of the schemes,

i Sugth Cantral Bl Frope
wha, Vijayanads Division o Veais
‘dociod Mock Dt i associaton  fense
‘it Civh Dfense Orpmizitios, 84110
SCR under the supersiion of & Dlle
Seiniv, S Divsioral Motacical A
Eaginesr, Vijsawads t Mimerd  Mavo
Siding swnr Wagon Depot on  ures i
i

(Y > Wed

Yug mon SPegdd

0 508 TebEl Sisgen HofboTER oSkl B Suf
. Soeod'n werth oty Ted SdbluR Feardc
50D el u@ﬁ, dohds, By s‘c“suuﬁuﬁ“ Soegehe
road Srepids Sofeostn word by wobd
D dtie SoHE Swo s, BgSe Hsos b
focos Bth 8K afo T eSfes HHEOTYER B
Segoe SR Dandi) arahbhen Toe08 alfr0 JEST
hoord. adrasibs SEtoc® S08S Erdo &ed dapex

nesda:

"D Mo, Arsistast Chied _ sfthe
hindical caderd, il
Hospital,  Faghunath Reddy, &

[ —— L)

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......




THE HINDU » TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 201

Rath yatra on SC, aon SC, ST
Sub-Plan Act flagged off

i3, :xbamm :ag,oaa
uordhs, & o (¢ [
288 303 BE%
Bt Sng dcasSweisd

el 2y worides,
Led by Dalit women, it will cover seven districts TrofdE S SN el

né o oo 5056 e
iy Sttt &b S8
Gromag el 39,
Faypes Goachl 8 3e |
g aotfon 23
i, S DACETYY %3'
Tawthe iy 88 gl Ealm ey
0% dnosded “"“555' i Fobodt
b eCEodh. o e ol
4 8 LB crtomBi SooRol I
e éﬁvux;a,o BT RS e

&

Sealf Hepartes

metiatothe forstont -<oge
plete e

Zod

e

orodnis afngs &
Fond s
7 05 i
ety w3 2
i BT,
Dt O
A,

THE HINDU & SUNDAY, M/

Dalit family attac
over finance dispute

lyan's houae late 01
night and attacked ©
f nis family with st
empiyhatiles.
Girl kicked?
They did ot spat
pregnank women Ms
reportedly lhcked
year-ald girl Bujii
Feuring thal the
would Kl them,

SPREADING THE WORD: i ntiatsended by e i Stree Sakihi
singing s during the v of the Tath yatra’ in Wisakhipatnar o
fanday. - PROTO: C. Pt s

‘Governments taking away
Dalit and tribal rights’

‘Not even 50% of the SC/ST sub-plan allotments are spent’

mﬂlm\ PRADESH 55 o  roimss ssperes iz
NO escape for Dahts from caste dlscrlmmatlcn

Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD: Temsion gripped
Rampally village nezr Kees-
st on Friday night when up-
per caste people abacked o
Dalit's family 1 conneetion
willia fimanclal dispule.

At laast 5ix persons -- one
of them seriously - Ware 1n-
jured-Trouble boke vulaller
& quarrel hetween Kalyan,
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Agriculture and Civil Supplies Departments principal secretary
B Rajsekhar and DSS national convenor Geddam Jhansi | p ravinosa easy

Inclusive growth vital
for uplift of Dalits
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Gaddam Jhansi, national convener
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Dalit womer, girls cry for justice

Victims Of Violence Against Women Narrate Their Ordeal

JaaAth P MRS 20T

trying har best ta not

ek e she e
iputthereislackol T AT S

o B, chid i
e e interest e Chadrabol i
)  aiGaddan, e i . A 8
o =l G, el e, G e
s bt the vima
B o Yo bave, o by i
ﬂu“mb&nmﬂhlﬂun,‘wﬁ. and the perpetrators am
B e s s oo e Ty ot e e Redocinaied i
ot o s i 3 Toa g o et
oo NTAT S topping e weghin 8ot 3t e s o
s o Bl e agsint e o Viims. I i et e
T e o 2 T e aus Ui S i St

arpech e

“Tha villagars who Dave
th hweking of Bome minis:
e N Chinasajaga framed
e . flse paso bicassn of
resolve qu g Wi whien i mas sspened fron
oy bt theve dous pidpesen  {he post of sarpanc soan
ot in daing

SSteamsto
reck exploitation
f Dalit women

sness NEwS SERVICE

Bang rape, W

i the o of e, sesie!

eagicitation, woh fury on wented * said 0SS natimal

Conwunir Jhansl Gaadam
ToR

soous i o Amarvall. I
Andbrs Pradesh, wants
roblemne, i

DALIT RAPE VICTIMS
EAIL TO GET JUSTICE

OuR BuREAU
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derabad, Feb 23: Dalit Sthree

cthi (DSS) will constituie teams
check caste and sexual’
sloitation of Dalit women.
The DSS, which met here
sently, alsa resolved to groom
lit girls into able leaders.
veral such suggestions came
at the concluding meeting of
1 DSS and the same weTe con-

vent atrocitios against Daiit
women and children, aesording
to Dalit Stree Sakthi membess.

Ataround-tableorgmyised o7

Gaddam sid that several cases. yed to Chief Minister ¥ S
of rape and murder of Dall - 1
wumpl.;u:v‘mndiwgln)‘nsllu‘, State Direct it Welfure Anand Kumar speaking ata jasekhara feddy  today,

o
oind-tohie o A i
Chikiren’ popatsed by Dt Sthroe Shakthi (DSS), ot Taa
b in Vijfayeruida vi Soturlay

cording to DSS convenor
ddam Jhansi.
When the DSS representatives
prised the ChiefMinister ofthe
Jations in implementing the
Samuel Anand Kumar, nd ST Atrocities (Preventive)
tar of Social Welture depust- 1, he assured them thas he

© yuld ensure the Implementa-
yn of the Act and see to It that

West Godavask and orher dis-
trictaof the Siate. She s mare.
than 80 cases O irucities were
reportedinthe stale

“She saidir several cases the
répe victims gave birth tochil-
dren who grew up. Now even
after four years, the govern-
‘went fnd falled U pravids jus-
Hee o the rage victims, She

trowities against Dulit Wismen a/d {5

so Tar, Sevoral victims gre

She exprestad sirprise over o
m sented their cases duriag the

barsssmentof SC/ ST children
i schals by upper easie -
ets Citing anexample ot i
marajulanka vilage of Ma-
ipursm mapdal in_Esst

round-table.
PV Sunil Kumar, 16, C1)

peand atrocities gotiustice.

alit Women Recount
Harrowing Experiences

DALIT WOMEN

DC CORRESPONDENT
BUNTUR, MARCH 10

The Dalit women were told
to become industrialisis
and entrepreneurs during &
meeting on "Dalit women
empowerment” held in
Guntur on Saturday.

DSS | national convener
Jhansi Geddam, adilressing
the gathering, asserted on

education as it would help

agvoezin T
AT Dalit women to build their

AMARKYAT. THURSOAY 16 £
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Vijayawada: Women in general and
Dalit women in particular should
strive toexcel in all fields toachieve  the
equality in society. said Jhansi Ged-
dam, national convener of Dalit
Sthree Shakli (DSS) while presid-
ingover the workshop on ‘Fauality
i Independent India’ at Makineni
Rasavapunnaiah Vignana Kendram
here on Wednesday.

Addréssing the women's collee
tive fromvarious districts, who at-
tended the meeting, Jhansi said
that Dalit women should shed in-
hibitions and lead an independent
life. She advised the Dalit women
to treat the boys and girls equally
at home fo prepare the boys to
treat women with respect. “Give
them brooms to clean the b

a
any

sity,
175

= e

" Dulit girls and women are  sigposed o give, but against
el The entire D e 1y he ol very bass of {he caste
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GET EDUCATED FIRST

careers.

She reminded that educa-
tion s the weapon which
helped B.R. Ambedkar to
get fop position in India and
asked Dalit women to pro-
vide good education to their
girl children without bias.

Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce representatives
ch’{mh Kumar marl Dr Anand
said the trend has change
the need to acquire geod from government jubsgtg
industrialists in the recent
past,

Dalit women should strive to excel in all fields

.. respeet themsel
AT z : From uihers, D

Cauncil, expressed cantern over

hoy
homue, e s asked about his e
he rued. Despite stringent laws,
there is no safety and protection
to Dalits, heatlded.

Prof Magspod Syed, general sec-
retary of BAMCEF, recalled that
Nirhhaya Act was enacted when an
upper caste woman was raped and
Killes! byt nothing would happen
if Dalit women were raped and
killed. Prof A Subral
Prean of Law i Nagarjuna Univer-

e beimg gt i the youmg, |
age of 12

‘octal welfiedlsectar

Surmued Angnd Kommas, who
a

ar], Krishina districts. e
Wwill ol fowars sobving
fhem,” e saie

i Ad TOI At e -
vt 53 plmniag o oo
Tt = workshop s poler.

se i wekti Oclals
0 sensitias. fhean o (e -
Siem, ~fefome. fhe yrar énds.
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& ¢ Dalit pirls who were victims of

TOLD TO

DC CORRESPONDENT
GUNTUR, 18N 26

Telugu Desam MLC and for-
mer minister Dokka Manikya
Vara Prasad Rao lamented that
there were forces in society
which aim to suppress women
and prevent their empower-
ment.

The new generation has the
responsibility 1o ensure and
work for the uplift of these sup-
pressed classes. -

The Dalit Sthree Sakthi (DSS)
organised a seminar on Heon-
stitution-governance” on the
aceasion of Republic Day at
Guntur on Friday Addres:
the seminar Mr Rao said that
there were two groups in socie-
ty with one fighting for their
welfare and rights and the
other for power and develop-

C, ST Development

stiesm and how the people

wants to even sent @

8>

nanyam,

Dr Sirdoji, canvaner of [AS,
Officers’ Forum, Anuradha,

Dr Sirdofi, Prof Magsood Syed, Prof Subrahmanyam, Nagarju and hansi
Geddam, national conwener of Dalit Shiee Shakt, paying florsl tributes o hausekeepingand understand the
Dr 87 Ambedkar bafoe starting 3 workshop on ‘Equality in Independent  digr™ L e o

Inihia" in Vijayawada on Wetinestay Jha

L

Dali women very siong o face i §
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that they could learn what is
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‘EQUALITY, EMPOWERMENT
NEEDED FOR DALIT WOMEN'

ok S e e o
ok st P

DE of APSEB, M
aud athers spoke. Daniel Prakash,
vationsl programme manager af

ment. He lamented that the

public was shunning morals

which is very bad for the socie-

ty. He-opined that getting jus-

tice seems to have bocome a

mirage from local panchayats
© to apex courts.

He asserted on the need to
acquire good education and
use constitutional rights by the
suppressed classes and women
for development and empower-
ment.

Former MLC KS§. Lakshm-
ana Rao opined that real devel-
opment and change in society
would come only when the pro-
visivns under the Constitution
are implemented in full.

Principal secretary to AP
government (welfare) K.
Praveen Kumar said that BR.
Ambedkar had put righis of
women in the Constitution but
still women have been failing
to see much develop and
sought to get awareness about

eir constitutional rights.

' 0SS national convenmer G.
Jhansi and other leaders

« wdressed the meeting and

ught measures by the gov-

Kiran

[

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......
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AWARENESS
OF RIGHTS
STRESSED

DC CORRESPONDENT
GUNTUR, OCT. 21

Former judge K.G. Sankar
asserted on the need for aware-
ness about laws and Acts to the
activists of human rights
organisations.

The Dalit Sthree Sakthi
organisation is conducting a
two-day training programme
for women activists at Guntur.
Inaugurating the training ses-
sion, Mr Sankar lamented that
majority victims of human
rights violation cases are
Dalits and suggested human
rights activists to work against
the attacks on Dalits.

He opined that there were lot
of Acts and laws for the pro-
tection of Dalits but a majority
of them were not being imple-
mented at the ground level. He
felt there was no need of mak-
ing new Acts and laws if the
suppressed classes achieve
good education and awareness
about the laws. Mr Sankar
said that he observed about
misuse of Section 498 and SC,
ST Atrocities Prevention Act
and sought stopping misuse of
the laws. DSS national conven-
er G. Jhansi said that DSS is
organizing the training

thranoh ovrann  diesnccinne

INDIAN
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‘Subaltern women
‘need orientation
prior to trials’

need to take (o get there,” not-
ed the report. As many as 25
cases of atrocities were stud-
ied by the organisation.
stims saw a lot of delay
in the pre-trial stage itself.
Most of it is because of hesi-
tation in filing complaints
and due to delay in FSL re-
ports. Also, public prosect-
tors are known Lo ne-
glect such cases and
present weak argu-
ments,” the report
read. Daniel Prakash,
national program mai-
aged of I aid Dalit and
Adivasi women needed help
in accessing the services of
{he law. He announced that
his organisation would hold
special training camps on
various Acts in the Consiitu
tion to help people safeguard
their rights. “We will go to vil-
lages and hold training camps
for women,” he said.

THURSDAY 1.
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DALIT Stree Shakti, a volun-
tary organisation, in theiran-
nual report has noted that
most cases of sexual abuse
against Dalit and Adivasi
women in Telugu States are
not processed and conclud-
ed within the stipulated
time - two months from.
when the chargesheet
is filed.

Underscoring the
need for awareness of
trial procedures, experts,
who deal with caste and gen-
der violence cases on a regu-
lar basis, said subaltern vic-
tims needed pre-trial
orientation. “There isno pre-
trial orientation for the vie-

| tims. They have to navigate
through the legal maze with-
out any knowledge of their
objective or the steps they

T e




Need for
awareness among -
ltribals about their
rights
(Conference
ladopts 10-point
2014 Declaration

BUREAU

erabad: Dalitwomen
1o come otst of their co-
, knaw about the various
‘and laws about women.
1ake advantage of the
rament programmes for
ST, said B Udaya Lak-
i, commissioner, tribal
fare department, at the Sth
annual coference con-
Jed by Dalit Stree Sakehi
) here on Tuesday.

ing an example of how
Is are further pushed into
wardness, she said that
e from the plains buy
in tribal belis, as a restlt

Narra Ravi Kumar of Daiit indlan Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DICCI}

which states that tribals are
entitled to the land they in-
habit. On the oceasion, two
annual reports in English and
Telugu langoage were re-
Ieased and a plan of action for
2014 was announced. Jhansi

tives suffer. There is 3 Geddam, cunvenor, DSS,
for tribals tobe awarc of  said, “The core activity of
Forest Regulation Act  DSSi the issue of

wviglence against Dalit women
and children, Right to life and
liberty is fundamental but this
sery right to life of Dalit
women and girl child is under
constant attack.”

Dalits have been living the_
same life for thousands. of
years and the reason behind
heir somy. i

economic
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Awareness drive an SC & &

e 2015
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‘ Welfare Funds
_not Reaching
SC/STs: DSS

Express News Service

Vijayawada: Social welfare

oint director ¥ Sobha Rant

ascalled upon Dalit givls to

approach her department for

any help in regard to their

edugational pursuits,

; Speakingattheninthstate

i conference of Dalit Stree

¢ Sakthi (DSS) here on Friday,
‘ho said that her department

was working for the welfare

; of Dalits,

¢ DSS national convener

: Jhansi Geddam said that

funds allocated 1o SC/ST com-

: munities were not reaching

the targeted grovp. Chairper-

¢ sonofwormen's cell of Acharya

| Nagarjuna University (ANU)

said increase in cases af do-

mestic violenve and harass- |

: ment of Dalit women were a |

¢ casueforconcem, ]

Lo e S 26 2013]
158 Aoz hiedond S Sepe

b Ry odyfral? st o

fter long struggle:

Dalit Stree Shakti 12th ; ;
Annual Conference held - Iy
Convenor Jhansi says the
main aim of DSS is to
make Dalit women to
come into mainsiream
and grow politically

_ OmBURKAL

fjayawada: Dalil Stree Shakti
55} convener Guddam Jhansi
id that decade-long struggle
nstormed Dalit women into
ders in the sociely who were
-treated earlier.

She was the chiel guest at the

th Sta ol Anfnal Confer-  was keen un diving hettar child-

e of Dalit Stree Shakii (DSS)  hoodfor b: T

ranised at Ambedlur Bhuvan Inadeca N !)‘ i
» Nationalpro-  hodlackded PR

AILIle InEnager i of attacks TR

Likash also took partalongwith  children, st

r. Jhausi said that the mai o] VR TR
sus st hemain - oxomes [y an effective w

n of DSS was o make Dalit &
sen 1o come to-the main-  that changds eweess wews stavice
eam and develop politically, fi 1 fppe

neially and socially. The DS§ she said i

sccused undes Act getting bailin TS

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......

Dalit urged to
ight for their rights

ith Annual Conference of Dalit Stree Sakthi held

Speaking at Dalle Steee Sakthi (DSS)'s Bth annual conference in Hyrlerabad an Tuesday

and age-old rituals that have
no scientific_backing, said
Narra Ravi Kumar of Dalit
Indian Chamber of Com-
merce and Indusiry (DICCD
He called upon adivasi
women fo engage in small
businesses and bedome sell-
reliant. Education backed by
independence

Gaddam Jhenst and others al the Dalit Siree S ki amnual state conference

R Kotoawars Rua hie daid enanial

capon against violence, say

Y

alone would allow them to
break free, he added.

Anitha Mahadas, general
‘manager, Rail Tel said, “Dal-
its should ot waste time
going out for dharmas for
‘petty issues and instead con-
centrate on educating their
children, Superstition i ne
of the reasons why they re-
main hackward *

2014 declasarion adopted

Accessibility to education,
healh and awareness about
Iaws were the main issues that
Dalit  community _nesds,
opined the speakers. The 2014
declaration was adopied with

DERABAD THURSAY 25 JAUALY 2015

Dalit Women Exhorted ti
‘Become Entrepreneurs

 Confevence sesses need for wamen fo schicye ceonomic equ alily

4 10-point agenda, The decla-
ration includes to focus on

and basic amenities bereft of

nchuc v Eapeoss Hows Sorvica provided under veriuus provi-  former bureancr: Kek Mudl

qualitative life for Dalit, adi- s, A4 Rao on lon Sess

e chilren, empowerinens  ; Myderabads Dalii women  Eiass boeaesalany 01 i that Dalit

oF Dalit acivastpils, a lfe of | s focus am beremming e et Indeated Gamtres,” b entaid

dignity with food, cdocation | PrESI, 4 neacs, N Rl K, ember
T piaos for supperting [1alicen-  ference of D \ DalitTodusicial ClipiterofCel

violence, roppieurs Dt worsen o) (D8 crgenisadenin Hhebehd - merce snd Industry [DICU

litical rights, & make s i d Dt sl e o fotug n becorn
o annul s fogaseden  entrep = v

spreading awareness G AGK 1 themn e evingemmpeneerTEn - eripivering Dalt Bt and  Zorwar

pertaining to women, protec- | nallaagess, Jayest Raman oe: . girs by detibogthem as ey

fion of ginl child, interaction | d i e rs 4L 1 ier-

between adivash women and| | Tlngana S Enafustriol 10 ighted tao problens

concérned departments and

mandhra to include separate
policies for Dalit empower-
ment.

omen
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Dalita Stree Shakti
national conference held
HYDERABAD

The Dalita Stree Shakti
Nationat Conference on
Wednesday resolved to
conduct training at village
level on various laws, mentor
Dalit women as
entrepreneurs, form youth
wings, expand to new areas,
among others. The
conference was presided over
by the national convenor
Jhansi Geddam, and
participated by IRTS officer
Venkat Rao, academic K..
Ratnam from UoH, journalist
Akhileshwari, feminist-writer
Vasanth Kannabiran and
others.
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Jalit women have become leaders |
DSS convener
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Dalit women urged to
become entrepreneurs
o prove themselves
SouFiRErORIE The participants werd
qiven insights into
start-ups and the

schemes for aspiring
women entrepreneury

\uAAWADA: Members of the
Dalit Sthree Sakthi (DSS)
on Tuesday called upon the
Dalit women to make use of
the business opporm!n:ﬁfes
jucation as tools for
L i “Entrepreneurship is 2
opportunity for Da
women to prove their cap
bilities,” she said.
The participants wej

h.
% DSS organised a
meeting on ‘Dalit Women-
Economic System’ marking
the death apniversary of

B.R. Ambedkar. given insights into start-uj
Many Dalit women, in- and the governmey
cluding  entrepreneurs, schemes that provide hel
from various parts e for aspiring . Womeg
city took partin t. entrepreneurs.
‘Addressing the gather- Representative from
ing, DSS national convenot Dalit Indian Chamber
Geddm]hansistressedlhe Commerce and Indust

Rajamani, Deputy Managy
District Industries Corpg
ation Venlkata Ramana i

were prasell

need for Dalit women to
rise to the oceasion and
work for the betterment of

woman 51091

rotest violence against women: Jud

e ights s hosowss

THENEW INDIAN EXPRERS
VISAKHAPATNAM FRIDAY 28 AUGUST 2015

Vatch Out for Attac

s iyt Pt g s ] 1 5 S o T

tar gt pr:

yalit Women Told

spess Ngws Service asked the women
out for astacks and
She said that the D
enin particular fat
timesin the preset
called upon the !
women tn come f
putanendto theal
assaults onthews
alss appealed o th (8
o play a vital rle
wwArenEss progra

¥ ypaknam: The Wo-
Jay awareness rogramme
on empowerment of Dalit
women, organised by the
Dalit Sthree Sakth, eon-
cluded here Tharsday. Dur-

the sessions, social secu-
ity and financial assistance
and empowerment o wom-
en were discussad. A large
‘umberof Dalit womerrand
‘Andhra Unkversity girl stu-

dents wers presen. programime ma
\ddressing the gathering _Prakash and distn ;
acthe ing cereony,  nator B Rajithatal o
Dalit Sthree Sakthi paional . yarions atacks g

fiANS@INDIA
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DSS calls for reforms
in edn system

H ad: On the occasion of
* Gavitribai Phule’s birth anniver-
sary, the Dalit Sthree Sakthi
(DSS) conducted a meeting on
topic ‘Education without Bias’
at Sundarayya  Vignana
Kendram. National Convenor of
DSS G Jhansi, APTRL Director
General Kalyan Chakravarthy,
professors G Vinod Kumar,
Shobha, Ratnam, Shailaja, Su-
darshan, PSN Murthy and Dr N
Siddhoji Rao spoke at the meet-
ing. They all unanimously
opined that in the existing bi-
ased society it was impossible to
get the education without bias,
They said based onthe Kothari
Commission Reforms, a com-
£ a0 g be

map schoo

o8 3596
§ bt Pamd Ao 807D
508 48 ek o Sy

35, Dudbard (mohSitG) : =08 sgsped 608 B

(e Fvdo EDYD, AimePdHRS GO CH
£ sk g &

2 508 [ 48 ghyb o Sy e 508 & 4

& ofato  mobRrbE

@hgset ‘w8
08 :;IK\X:‘ wodch 115 &, Lo :’Jé;b‘ua"é:u

oo GApS  Goely  SrepdER -
0, By AP S0 ogore &8 e eayEeY

e 28 &y 40 daired Bl @éoéoé‘ e
B Apond’ afS Fer EpEBnd ev,
i fpow o0 5, sbitfo, 630 65 = o3
o o, Mo aypanB, 840 orr Sy
. o Trod S &Y g8 HED R 545
aoted drdomd. Hoil gerdse Gop B
| mow Babtod® KR Sepod 0. 5 ¥
Sibore b ofHA wigdsd 9080 aotvolf
S, & TEEDoe’ whdd @Fro Bt 462
SRy TP dipsh At 390D, Je



7l

75

Call to fight warencss campmgns neeaecd
gender inequality

‘mpower dalit women: DSS
Guntur: The Dalit Sthree

Sakthi (DSS) meeting here —
on Friday demanded eradi- {
cation of inequality and bias
between men and women to
ensure women empower-
ment. Addressing the meet-
ing, DSS national convener
Jhansi Geddam lamented the
ongoing attacks on-women,
despite the Constitution hav-
ing punishable Acts. She

said that financial develop-
ment of Dalit and tribal
women is important to fight
against gender bias.

Ms Jhansi said DSS s work-
ing for the uplift of Dalit,

alit women share their pain

Oun Buneay
Nampally: A round table conferencs on
“Violence against Dalit Women' was or-
gunisec by the Dalit Sclres Shakti ere on
Fridsy.

F AGAISTBALTH0
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“Twety-five survivors shared groesame
incidents of being expioited socially, &co-
n ; physically,verbally and cultur-
ally by not anly their spouses, but alsa
thelr in-laws and family, Cases of starva-
tion, forceful abortion, slcoholism, dowry
harassment and cheating in the name of
lve were presented in frant of the Child
Welfare Committee chairperson,  Sya-
ala, Saperintendent of Police Pasimala
Hana Nuthan, Retired Hiigh Court Judge
Sustice B Chandra Kumar, Sudha Rani,
Professorat Ambedkar University and Na-
tional Dalit Movement for Justioe Project
Co-ardinator Abirami Jothesswaran

T
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Jmnnlmhr‘rvminrmmlllr'ivwls o et arvati sitisation of communities in the peigh-

‘Moved by the harsl eolites of casteisn ({'w—q l}i starvation, Bourhood over such lssues can e Adivasi and suppressed

prevalent in the State, the forum con- forceful abortion, eradicating the social evil women of the society and

&(m:xxxmqulx:azdgind%lmﬁl:u alooholism, d 2 mc:mm:n‘&nmlung;;ﬂu- asked women to get go! At i (LISS) partianal cumy Minansispeahing al the Tt o

‘of Dalit women n the society and raised 3 cohy L dowry oes 1 chasge and it s important for the aducation. wability"congereace i Viasewinkyoa Satunday

nved to sodify existing laws of domestic ‘Survivors to hope for better lives tham (k- & 4 il

Viotence and family protection harassment and mgnlnmrxg:ulzndu:nl\;rh'r;‘ DSS leader, K. Madhu

a safe and secured environment for not 8 ating i Tie added that taking proper advice ained about the alloca- Our Boweay hushed up and igoored for  government oy

omly Dalit women but those belonging to dmltmgmtl-ncuame ople and being clear in ’—( t;zf.p;‘,;'gug:mnus for SC/ST :nunv‘;u-.‘q:nn A ;-:m-uv of & lﬂ Sub-pl:

”cﬁlﬁ'i?.f!ﬁféﬂn"‘.ﬁl%m offove come to the fore E ﬁiﬁ%fﬁﬁ'&&?&“ﬁm 0 sub-pian by the government. reeSalghi st womenwere exploited us ernment schenies ¢ y

were run by women, Nuthan sxid that sen- domestic violence at the grass root level. and suggested women to n: convener  they were ignorant of their  and help improve the stw
become industrialists, entre- Gieddam has soid there  tights. Unless dafit women dardsof the dalit women in so

preneurs and business-
women by making good use
of the scheme.

urgent veed to bring
| vessamongblitwomen
| ir rights, dets and wel-
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He said there is a good chem?s through cam i the competitive world The - St
demand for various indus- dalit women should focus on showi,
tries in Guntur district ki Decoming enlreprensuss as b,
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DSS Guntur district coordi-
nator, K. V]jayakumurl,
SNEHA director, Rajnl Kanth
and others also talked about
the importance of empower-

view of its pi W E
sed by the DSS bere
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DSS National Convener Jhansi
Geddam has said that there is
every need to create awareness
and opportunities, inculcate self
respect and promote inclusive
education to lead the way to-
wards gender equality.

As partof a widespread cam-
paign of 16 days activism against
gender-based violence the world
over, from November 25 to De-
cember 10, Dalit Sthree Sakthi
organised an awareness meet on
gender equality at the press club
here on Wednesday.

speaking on the occasion,
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Call to enforce laws effectively-to
curb atrocities against women

Need for awareness at the grassroots level stressed

in the society. He also urged the
Dalit women to get their daugh-
ters educated

Prof Swaroopa Rani, Depart-
ment of Mahayana Buddhist
Studies, ANU narrated how Dr.
BR Ambedkar was concerned
with the liberation of women in
all aspects, which can be found in

ing security to women as domes-
tic violence and dowry
harassment are on the rise in the
State, She said that the DSS was
spreading le| gal awareness AMong
women in rural areas, thereby
transforming their i

DSS national programime man-
ager GDV Prakash appealed to all

Jhansi Geddam said thatthegov- the women to make efforts to  his writings, speeches and  SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
ernment should focus on provid-  achieve self reliance to survive actions. VIJAYAWADA ¥
There is a need to ensure ef-

fective implementation of
the existing laws to curb
atrocities against women in
society, national convenor of
palit Sthree Sakthi (DSS)
Jhansi Gaddam has said.
Addressing a conference
organised here on Wednes-
day as part of the ongoing In-
ternational Campaign on
Elimiiation of Violence
against Women from Novem-
ber 25 to December 10, she
said the need of the hour
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~ Students in schools with
clean loos do well: Official

Times News NETWORK

Society. Ramulu participa-

Another speaker Gaddam

was to unite and create a so-

ted in a seminar, “public  Jhansi, president of Dalit ciety  without  violence o ey

Vijayawada: The stu- Hearing on Dism‘im@na— SlhreeSakthl‘saldthal the against the fair sex. Dalit Sthree Sakthi leader G. Jha araen

dents who belong to the tionand Atrocitiesagainst education at schools have Stating that violence 3
schools with clean toilet Dalit Children in S(:houls" to transform for better- against women and girls was  entire security machinery  ly. After the CEDAW came in-  Daneil Vijay Prakash under-
perform better, compared organized by Dalit Sthree mentof Dalits. one of the most widespread,  was focussed on the visit of to existence, UN Women, a scored the need to elevate
{o the rest who have to use Sakthi. Speakingon the oc- Deputy Director of persistent, and devastating US. President Donald global champion for gender women’s position in society.
dirty toilets in schools. casion, Ramulu said that School Education N Geet- h“_s‘i‘;‘ rights violations, she Trump's daughter Ivanka equality, working to develop  He said “Manu dharma’ had
This remark came from V there is a direct correla- ha, Krishna Kumar, mem- Al e objective of the cam- ‘Trump to Hyderabad. and uphold standards and  contributed a great deal in
San 2 S B o ihe toiletsat ber of AP State Commis- L By spread aware-  She said the Convention  create an envi in the bad of women
- i 10 perfor-  sionof Child Rights, atten- nes!;‘ssat esr_assro;tsl;vel. on the Elimination of all which every woman and girl  and urged the governments
2 Vitudents. ded theprogramme. . . Jhansi ok a dig at Forms of Discrimination  can exefcise their human to bring about a positive

= what she called the obses-  against Women (CEDAW) rights and live up to their full  change

cion of the gavernmentswith  was an international treaty  potential, initiated this glo-  Railway DSP M. Sathi Ba-
1e VVIP culture, and spoke  adopted in 1979 by the Unit- bal campaign, she said. bu and association leader
ith sarcasm about how the  ed Nations General Assemb- DSS programme manager ~ Swaroopa Rani participated

oy

Atrocities against Dalit women continue in the State

, a Dallt women's empowerment coll lactive, reveals startiing facts
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Ensure justice to Dalit victims,
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FORMER principal secretary T
Gopal Rao along with a group of
volunteers, visited Garagaparru
village and interacted with Dalit
victims facing social boycott.

In a letter addressed to Chief
Secretary Dinesh Kumar, Gopal
Rao urged the State government
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to ensure speedy justice to the
Dalit victims.

He also mentioned the de-
mands of Dalits, whigch include
provision of immediate relief of
21 lakh to each victim, establish-
ment of a separate fair price shop
with an SC as the dealer and im-
mediate distribution of essential
commodities.

Further, the Dalit victims also
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GUNTUR, APRIL 11

Dalit Sthree Sakthi (DSS)
asked women to follow the
B.R. Ambed-
kar and Phule for women

principles of

] 12 APRIL 2017 { VU

Dalit women told to
follow Ambedkar

Swarupa Rani lamented
reformers
belonging to upper classes
got good recognition but

that many

Ambedkar and
despite working
women of all

& aegapo Sapod

apathy ingirl’s suicide case

g offictal apathy, the DSS
that trial should
ents

uld be punished
10 her suicide,” it demanded

demanded setting up of a Prima-
ry Health Centre, allotment of
house sites and sanction of pucca
houses. ’
The Dalits in the village are ag-
grieved since the promises made
to them by the SC, ST Commis-
sion Chairman and the Chair-
man of Andhra Pradesh SC Cor-
poration pertaining to relief, have
not been fulfilled so far; he said.
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against Dalits, officials said

tion of those

ADMITTING that there are discrepancies in ; 7 i1
the implementation of different Acts meant
{0 sddress cases pertaining to atrocities

“would be inftiated for effective implementa-

Police cidn t act arter
Dalit was assaulted’

police
Accor

Sall for inclusive gro

Of Dalit women

hey should grow politically, socially and join mainstream

_’ECIAL CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWALA

Moving away from the past
when they were relegated to
|he back seat, women in this
modern age were seeking
‘heir shave of sunshine, said
. Sunitha, Secretary, De-
artment of Women and

hild  welfare, here on
[hursday.
. TUE NE
gae N

PRESS NEWS SERVICE
4y

Fact finding report by the Dalit

NDI
EXPRESS

Girl’s fatal fall: DSS rejects police probe report

On February 28, her father
Garnepudu Rajlumar; who is an
SC, received a phone call from
Sandlwva's college aboat the death

w

AN

and went on with the version of

which were made up,” says Jhan
slfmddam‘na{mnal:unvenertﬂ

INDIAN
EXPRESS

03 vewwor

that measares

5.
‘Participating in the ‘Round Table Confer:
enceon Atrocities Against Dalit Women and
Girl.Children’ organised by Dalit Sthree B
0S8) Friday Diree- " ;
tor of ion B Rao, Houn & t Dalitat
Tetired Judge Satyanarzyana Reddy and So- Prs Club i Vi ay | EXPRESS

against Dalits during the day
{00k notes of the individusl cases and as-
sured to strive for early disposal of the cases

and justice to the victin
Some of the cases
during the round table

s

Phule,
for the
sections,

empowerment. failed to get recognition due
The DSS conducted a to unnecessary bias. She
meeting at Guntur on mentioned that Ambedkar | oo i

Tuesday and addressing it,
DSS, national convenér G.
Jhansi asked women to
education to.
get best employment in
today's competitive world.
She praised Ambedkar of
being the only person who
asked woman to shun her
husband if he behaves cru-

acquire good

elly. ues of Ambedkar and Phule me, said that if Dalit wom-
Acharya Nagarjuna at Lodge Centre and con- ‘;“m*’gi[';“’gf;‘; 3&331"33‘3
University Professor ducted a rally. ts, it will only trigger the

worked as union

workers
working hours

and asked women
the footsteps of
to acquire good

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......

hours from earlier 14 hours

Ambedkar
education.
Earlier, leaders of the DSS
paid floral tributes to stat-

minister o

for labour for the welfare of
by decreasing

to eight
to follow

1 by Dalit women.

hi’s president Jhansi

ibility of a revolution

ity
Ve are launching a campaign

that were discussed
conference was at-
{ack and attempt to murder of ohe Jaya Sri

v pc

| programme organised un-
he banner “70 years of inde-
lent India: inclusion and ex-
ion” in the city on Tuesday,
langana-based Dalit rights
1p launched a campaign
nst domestic violence suf-

1e organisation Dalit Sthree

who presided over the pro-

cial Weliare department director Raghu
‘Ram acted s Jury o hear the complaints of
victims in 24 different cases of atrocity

Sumalatha of Dwaraka Tirumala in West

‘Monitor functioning of different depts to safeguard Dalit rights’

Casas of Dalit atrocity In AP
Veeramma who was raped and murdered in
of Kt

the ‘witnesses’ from the college

SI,‘I.“AN, Lo

‘Sandhya never wakes up before 7
‘am, hence it is very unlikely that
she will use a soap as early as 6:20
b

Th Guly 2o 13

+ion of laws and acts meant for safeguard)
rights of Dalits
d ged for non official grou|

Janakt

districe-2013

Attack and atterpt to murder of Jaye Sti
Symatatha of Dwaraka Tirumata fn West
Godavari-2015

akapalli Mahalzkshimi, wictim of social
boycott in Tallarevy, East Gadavan
district-2016

suggestion.

Tt the concluding session. dalit wo
from Garagaparru explained that they
that they are being cheated and §

Godavari that happened in October. 2015,
the case of Narendra Devi, who was chedted

long session. ;
in the nameof Lave, Veeranuna, a minor ¢l

who was raped and murdered in Janski
Ramapuram village of Krishna district in
201%, Vakapalli Mahajakshmi, victim of so-
il boyeott in Tallarevu, Bast Godavarl dis-
trict in 2016, social bayeott of dalits in Gar-

lence. According to our survey,
g95per centof the Dalit and tribal
women population face domestic
violence. For the upliftment of
our society, the liberation of
women from these atrocities isa
must. In November, we will be
holding a public hearing against
this social evil,” said Gaddam.

Former Andhra Pradesh chief
secretary and SC, ST Officers’
Forum head Kaki Madhava Rao
unveiled the posters against do-
mestic violence on the
occasion.

“To end the suppression of
Dalits in our countyy, only social
development will not be enough
but economic development is
also amust. Bridging the gap be-
tween those thriving and the

Gadd-

inour

boyeott i 200
gaparru in May 2017. (Garagoparr.
Leaders of Dalit organisations inclading
s Cs ign for

ation

‘Bl Hruman Rights N Paul Diwakas, found-

er president of Ambedkar Mission PSN
urthy, SCST1AS [PS Forumin charge Sid-

dojl sald that in a certain time frame, the

tice, of truce
tween Dalits and, Upper Caste pecple

“Guddam Jhansi, the national convensr|

Ticials and policy makers so that exist

functioning of different tmes
e monitored with regard to implementa-

01 vang, uipal women race
domestic violence, says survey

need of the hour We have to re-
alise that unlike the superpow-
ers, we are the only country
where the disadvantaged caste is
suffering social exclusion,” said
Rao.

implemen]

laws and acts.
for protection of Dalit rig

reservation provided by the
ernment for the upliftmen
SCs and STs should be succ
fully functional and should
remain a game of numb
W
was also asserted that for thej
liftment of Dalits, develop)

policy should be given more
portance than welfare policy
Siddhoji Rao, the founde
help desk for underprivileg
former civil servant PSN Mul
were among the key particip]
at the programme. The re
sentatives from Child Welf
Committee in the state, m|
bers of Ambedkar Students’
sociation from University of
derabad, and a few students

Osmania University also sho
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[Payment of pension as addi-
jonal velief to vietims of
Irape, gang-rape or murder,
provided for under the 5C,
T (Prevention of Atrocities)
xct, are rarely ever adhered
0. District Collectors have
ho clue about it, and letters
o the government seeking
farity have evoked no res-
ponse, say activists.

n case of atrocities in-
uding murder, death, mas-
acre, rape, gangrape, per-
nanent incapacitation and
Hacoity, the Act entitles the
ictims or their kin Lo a basic
bension amounting {0
5,000 a month, with admis-
ibje dearness allowance and
biployment to one member
fthe deceased’s family, pro-
ision of agricultural land
nd house.

The pension provision is
ever adhered 1o, alleges Da-
it Sthree Sakthi, an NGO pro-
iding legal aid to SC/ST vic-
fims. “District Collectors
ave to pay the relief. But
hey refuse it saying there is
o precedent. Letters to the
overnment do Dot evoke
ny Tesponse,” says Daniel
rakash, programme manag:
of the organisation.

In many instances, inclu-
on of sections of $C/ST Act
self becomes a challenge. A
hse in point is Renuka of Bu-
lige Jangala caste, who com-
hitted suicide in Ranga Red-
v district reportedly due to
arassment and humiliation

OuRr BUREAU

1er of Dalit Sthree Sakthi
be victims and witnesses at

Satw

s after independence

ders of various associetions.

e and awarding sentence

L

plemen

L mented property.

[Rape victims and witnesses in 25 cases
| macross thestate attended the workshop
lich sas alsoattended by Director of Pros-
|stions BairaKobeswara Reo, DCF (Crime)
ikumari, Additional SP Moka Sattibabu
|4 DSP Ravi from PCRCell, advocatesand

seddam Jhansi, natiopal convener of
it Sthree Sakib, said that the Delit Sthree
icthi wauld arganise similar workshop
fery yeat invitin gboth the vietims. andwit-
feses and the officials concerned to fill the
1 in rendering justice to the victims

[Rxpressing concern over the inordinate
ay right from registering the criminal
ro the guilty,
le caid that the Laws of the land were not

properly:
L There has been 1o focus on atrocities
binst Dalit women.” she said and addec

 penal and pecuniary laws were notim-

[hansi said that after biforcation of the
te, the rape victims were 1ot being even

by her teachers. Though &
case was filed in 2010 Imme-
diately after her suicide, the
police invoked SG/ST Act
provisions only five years la-
ter,

“We raised the issue in
District Vigilance and Moni-
toring Committee meeting,
and the Collector asked the
Cyberabad Commissioner to
include the relevant sec
tions. We realised that noth-
ing had been done towards
this when the vicim's pa-
rents received summons
from the sessions court. High
Court was approached then,
and we got a favourable rul-

C

District Collectors
refuse relief saying
thereis no
precedent. Letlers
10 the government
do notevoke any
Tesponse.

DANIEL PRAIASH,

Proqramme manager, it Sthies sk

ing. However, the defen-
dants approached another
bench of HC and got the or-
der cancelled,” says Mr. Pra-
kash, narrating the saga of
ordeals.
The police fell in line on-

Iy after the National Human
Rights Commissian (NHRC)
took suo motu cognisance of
the case, learning about it
through The Hindu new-
spaper. In its camp sitting at
Hyderabad in 2015, NHRC or-
dered for inclusion of the re-
Jevant sections.

Geddarm Jhansl, national con-
 addressing the

a wor
Tegal Clinic for Accessing Justied hiere
Jamented that justice still
des Dalit somen rape victims even 70

rkshop

ﬂwardm\exgmhqpnd the social

Relief eludes women victims of atrocities

Official apathy renders SC, 5T (Prevention of Afrocities) Act toothless; provisions rarely adhered to

Victims, kin pour out woes at meeting

Relief provided for in Act should be seen as right of victims, not as benefit’

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

A round table conference by
the Dalit Sthree Sakthi (DSS)
turned out to be a public
hearing for the 5C and ST
women who poured out
theis woeful stoties before a
panel consisting of National
SC Commission member K.
Rarnuly, Director of Prose-
cutions G. Vyjayanthi, and
former chief secretary Kaki
Madhava Rao, among
others.

Atotal of 30 cases pertain-
ing to offences including
murder, rape, gangrape,
acid artack, abetment to sui-
cide, attempt o murder,
cheating, sexual exploita-
tion, land encroachment,
caste abuse, harassment, to
name a few, were heard out.
Some cases were filed back
in 2010, while most others
were filed in the past two
years. The latest was that of
Rasagna, a dalit girl who was
murdered by ajilted lover.

Apathy on the part of dis-
trict administration or police
is just a drop in the ocean
that the victims' kin are
forced to swim in before they
attain or are denied any jus-

il welfare de-

etims, They said gt the officizls stould
o s are remiie socialiet

Rasagna's mother Vijay:
broke down while narating
the circumstances that led w
her daughter’s murder, and
questioned the motive of the

all SC/ST cases.

Remuka’s case, for in-
stance, has not come for trial
until now. Eight years is a
long fight endured by Hanu-
manthu, her father, who
ekes a livelihood by bepging.

Tara fnama  rhanead

ctims:

A woman pouring her
heart outat the jound
| table conference
organised by Dalit Sthree
Sakthi in the city on
Eriday: mather of
Rasagna, who was
murdered by a jilted
tover, breaks down while
narrating the incident
=B ARRANGEMENT

police in recording the state-
ment of only one witness,
when dozens had watched
her daughter die. "My

daughter was the family’s

another 5C girl, a minor, was
gang-raped and murdered in
2010. Eight years later, the
accused are out on bail,
while her two brothers, at-
tacked by the rapists, are in-
= ted for life. “No.com-

3 id tn

DCP (Crime] Rajakumari

partment is not
‘ment eves one per cent

s their responsibility.

Either the commissions or the officials
werc not afaid of the judiciary or the laws,
shesaid and added that they were nottreat-
ingimplementation of SC,ST Atrocities Act

As many as 25 victims of rape who at-
tended the workshop expressed their woes.
The Jury members, including the Disector
af Prosecution Bairs Koteswara Rao and
DCP (Crime) Rajakuumari and othersreact-
ing tothe sad incidents, stated thet it was re-
ally awful to listen to the problems of the

¢ the enact-

‘ tothe victims.

“The officials, whoattended the wotkshop,
assured that they would fake care inavoid-

addressing the rep
victims at 2 workshop
on llegal Cin for
Becessing histice' iy

ingdelay in

stice to

Daniel Prakash, programme iw.anses of

Dalit Sthree Salthi, said that the neis Abour-

ing state of
menting the
of ex grali
policing
hind "1t
ejal welfare
added.

. THE HINDU

Telanpana is ahead in jople-
enaetment, ingluding payment
, pension, rehabilitation and

whille Andhra Pradesly is lagging be-
r’shightim&ﬂmworklngsly]eufsu'

department is impraved,” he

lay
Saturdey, Director of
Prosecution Bairs
Koteswara Rso,
pddtional SP Moka
Sattibaby, Geddam
Ihansi, national
convener of Dafit Sthree:
Sakth,and Danicl
Peakach 2ep alco ean
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Jhansi

n accordance witht
Forests & Climate C:
of Mis. PFH Oil & ¢

Uppalaguplam Mar
District. The defails

bread winner. She died a
horrible death while every-
body watched," she said
amid sobs.

inusha (name changed),
an eight:year-old, could not
comprehend why her moth-
er was inconsolable. The
girl, playing in the hall with
Ter kid sister, was raped two
years ago. She is yet to re-
ceive compensation or reha-
bilitation as mandated under
SC/ST (POA) Act,

Convenor of DSS Gaddam
Jhansi said getting the police
to file a case is a struggle,
and so is obtaining each re-
lief under the Act. Mr. Ramu-
1u said the relief provided for
in the Act should be ide
fied as rights of the victin
and not as benefits. Ms. Vy-
jayanthi said officials should
work with more commit
ment in proper implementa-
tion of the Act. Women's ac-

tivists  from  various
organisations also took part

in the meeting.

the brothers, though the Act
entitles them o it. We are
facing other problems, too,
as the case was transferred
to Medchal after district re
organisation, but the files
were not” says Gaddam
hanci the DS Convenor.

VIJAYAWADA

THE HINDU waneer
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‘Honour killing
accused threatened
victim's parents

Maruti Rao a land grabber: fact-finding panel

STAFF REPORTER

A fact-finding committee of
the Officers’ Forum-Telanga-
na and Dalit Sthree Sakti
(DSS), which examined the
circumstances that led to
the killing of Pranay at Mi-
ryalaguda, stated that the
main accused Maruti Rao

5

4%

ik

THE

INDIAN
EXPRESS

sNeed for monthly
review of SC/ST
atrocities cases’

Despite being mandated by ST
(prevention of Atrocities) Act, in
cases of atrocities under Act
victims are not provided with
immediate relief, said Jhansi
Geddam, national convenor Dalit
Stree Shakti at a round table
conference on Atrocities against
Dalit Adivasi women on Friday.
During discussion, 30 such cases
were discussed which have either
been closed for lapses, social
welfare or are lagging at judicial
level. K Ramulu, member of
National SC Commission said that
amended Act is clear & thus its
imnlementatinn has fewer hi irdles

tried in vain to make his son
pranay end his relationship|
with the girl due to the con-
stant threats from Mr. Maru-
ti Rao.

“With his money power
and influence in society, Ma-
ruti Rao got his son-in-law
Killed. Rao has developed
relations with officials in the

/ Private education makes way
for discrimination, say eXperts

ot

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2018

Degeneration of
institutions has hit .

Revenue and Police depart
ments and some politicians)
Using this influence, he|
grabbed lands belonging to

had been threatening the
youth’s parents for the last
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Former High Court judge
K.G. Shankar has said de-
generation of public imstin:

fected. Justice Shank:
Ambedkar wes de! T
g his life time, but w

ing Jayded now as his efforts |
are beginning 10 yield fruits |

tions has gravely affected - in providing gqua].icy o wor |
the enlorcement of 1aws. men and emancipation of i
addressing a workshop Dalits. :
organised by the Dalit Siree =,
akihi (DSS) marking the -Pruphel.ofmnh e

Dr. Ambedkar was a D
phet of truth. 8 the 12505,
he had fought for inheri-
tance and other rights of
women. The political degen-
eration has reached such &
low that even Ambedkar
probably would not have
realised then, otherwise he
would have provided mare
safeguards in the Constitu-
tion againslpnl\(ic;d interfe-
cence,” he said. Project Di=

127th birth anniversary cele-
prations of D B R Ambed-
\ar here on Tuesday, Justice
Shmlr said that the recent
Supreme Conrt judgment
on the Prevention of Atroci
ties (Scheduled Castes and.
scheduled Tribes) Act 1€
flected the weakening of pU-
ic ipsifnudons such as pot
ice, the revenue and even
the public hospitals whose
TRPOTTS 4re erncial during

Draft A t bias against Dalit kids’
diced against us since we belong
to weaker sections,” said a Class
10 student from Guntur district.
She complained the faculty sexu-
ally harass them and sought that
action be taken before any more
untoward incident took place.
Another girl student form

meals

He underscored the need to
draft an Act to take punitive ac-
tion against those prejudiced
against guch children.

Students and parents in large
numbers participated in the pro-
gramme and shared their

Sakthi (DSS) and National Dalit
Movement for Justice (NDMJ) on
Prevention of All Forms of Dis-
erimination and Violence
against Children in Educational
nstitutions in Vijayawada on
Tyesday, Professor A Subraman-
yam said discrimination against
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AN Acharya Nagarjuna Univer-
sity (ANUY professor has called
upon parents of discriminated
children in educational institt-
tions to come forward and share

i wion 1 s relat-  Tector, Women and Child r n 2 ; Pl e ,
',mesi]g! ;f;:itm l;gai(m Welfare Department, K. Sya-  their experiences with themedia children of Scheduled Castes grievances ; * ap_r:‘du]_un.l 111( ‘f\;\;rr tﬂu!l;:f‘g&c:elsr
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Dalits.

Further, the appointment
of judges and expansion of
courts has been completely

oo such a way that

poor toilets and bias while serv-
ing mid-day meals forced her to
stay away from school.

am education 15 mandatory at
several government schools. the
faculty in my school are preju-

Earlier, activists led by
(Geddam Jnansl, secretary’ of
DSS took out 2 protest rally
from the Ambedkar starue

spectators. was still prevailing in wvarious
Speaking at & programme or government schools in the State,
ganised jointly by Dalit Sthree especially while serving mid-day
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16. PROGRESS AND IMPACT

v" When DSS commenced its work in 2006 it was very hard to make a few women sit for
discussing issues affecting them, but slowly they grew and now each village collective has
about 5 -7women and there are about 2400 village collectives unionized at mandal, district,
state and national levels. More than 1 lakh dalit women are actively participating in various
activities of DSS. They travel from their villages to mandal and district headquarters to meet
officials and travel to Hyderabad and other far off places to attend public meetings and General
Body meetings. This visible quantitative and qualitative growth that occurred is due to the
trainings and organization work of DSS in the past 15 years. This impactis highly qualitative,
given the factthat DSS has worked on rights mode.

v' Many women are coming forward to join the training programmes conducted by DSS on
ideologicalissues, legal issues and rights issues.

v" Members of women collectives are able to conduct fact finding of rights violation incidents on
their own and able to record the same.

v’ Successive trainings and campaigns enlightened the dangers of sending away the dalit girl
children as domestic servants and many parents are now willing to join their girl children in
schools.

v Due to regular intervention, monitoring of all incidents of atrocities, the victims are able to
stand up until the trial ends. The incidence of compromising with the accused has come down
and this gave rise to a general feeling that it is not possible to escape punishment if one
commits acrime.

v The active presence of dalit women collectives by conducting protest actions often boosted
their confidence and projected a united image in the perspectives of dominant castes.

v' The women collectives are able to assert dalit rights and tackle issues of domesticviolence and
alcoholism.

v" Through media advocacy, DSS was able to focus a maximum number of atrocities on dalit
women. In particular, the public hearings and round table conferences at State and district
levels, helped in sensitizing the media on dalit women issues. Senior and high ranking
journalists/Chief Editors attended DSS activities and gave extensive coverage to dalit women
rights issues.

v" Through the representations of DSS to various commissions and higher officials, public
hearings/round table conferences, the official machinery was sensitized to a lot. Now the
officials recognize DSS and attach lot ofimportance toitsreports.

v" Almost all important officials of the State Government, of the cadres of Chief
Secretary/Principal Secretary/DGP/DIG/S.P. have attached importance to DSS activities and
attended its public hearings, round table conferences and other conferences at district and
statelevel.

v DSS could monitor continuously, follow up and get the culprits arrested, convicted thereby
sending message that those who commit atrocities will be accountable. In almostall the cases
the culprits were arrested and convictions are increasing.

We are one woman - 15 years journey....... m
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DSS, by organizing advocates, police, victims, witnesses and prosecutors meet, was able to
address the gaps in the judicial process. Such meets and lobbying by DSS made the Director of
Prosecutions (DoP) to issue instructions to all public prosecutors in the State in dealing with
cases of atrocities.

Constituting a panel of advocates atdistricts helped in tackling legal issues for the women.

Situation in the social welfare hostels improved due to periodic visits and awareness meetings
by the DSS team and women collectives.The girls have become more aware and are articulate
in questioningirregularities and are able to give complaints.

The youth and adolescents in schools and colleges are attending the motivation camps
enthusiastically, thereby signifying the willingness to learn and transform.

Sarpanches (village government heads), Panchayat (village government body) members are
becoming aware of what their rights and responsibilities are due to the trainings imparted to
them and in turn are working actively to benefit dalit communities through their positions.
After learning about the Panchayatraj Act through these programs, women Panchayat
members have been empowered to actively take part in Panchayat Board Meetings, sitting in
the meetings on chairs.

People are becoming aware of government development schemes and programs, and are
fighting to have them implemented.

The amount of compensation granted to victims increased considerably and this impacted the
victims notto yield to pressures of compromise and stand up with dignity.

Incidents of domesticviolence isreduced in the working areas.

DSS is not only recognised in the Governmental circles, but DSS is member of vigilance and
monitoring committees.

Women collective members are enlisted as members of school management committees.

DSS convener is nominated by the Telangana Government in the 8 member expert committee
todraftthe rulesunder Juvenile Justice Act.

We are one woman - 15 years journey.......
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