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1. REFLECTIONS IN A MOMENTOUS YEAR

This year is momentous for Dalit Sthree Sakthi (DSS) as we completed 
15 years of our journey in enabling dalit women empowerment.  It's 
momentous  in many ways, for the quantum of work turned out during 
the decade and half, for the evolution of DSS from a small band of 3/4 
activists in 2006 to what it is now, quantitatively and qualitatively.  The 

th
15  anniversary of DSS is an opportune moment to look back and to 
assess the impact of our efforts.

When DSS was established in 2006, there was no forum that gives 
voice exclusively to dalit women.  A  vacuum existed  as far as the 

human rights of dalit women are concerned.  In 2006 in such a 
neglected context DSS emerged to fill the vacuum and give voice 
to the dalit women. 

When, DSS commenced its activities in 2006 we were a small 
band of 18 people in 5 districts, struggling to gather and 

consolidate the scattered dalit women for whom it was a 
strange experience to sit as a group to discuss about themselves.   

Now, after a decade and half, DSS is a force to reckon, with about 
2400 women collectives, totalling to 12000 women collective 

members and a total of 185000dalit women actively engaged in 
asserting their human rights and economic entitlements.   In the course 
of 15 years  journey in enabling empowerment and  struggling for 
entitlements,  DSS was able to address 6,456  major and 13,909 minor 
atrocities on dalit women/girl children, conducted 44 Round Table 
Conferences, 30 Public Hearings, campaigned through various means 
including RadhaYatras consecutively for 5 years, covering 
approximately 5000 kilometres of travel every year.  The total amount of 
compensation procured by the victims of atrocities with the assistance 
of DSS is about 3 crores  rupees while another 5 crores rupees was 
procured in the form of wages in NREGA apart from rehabilitation and 
other schemes.  DSS presented multitude of petitions/representations 
to various authorities, human rights commissions to the tune of about 
10,000during the past 15 years.  Dalit women were trained on gender 
and other relevant issues through 1021 trainings in the past 15 years.  
We take pride not only in the magnitude of the work turned out by us, 
but also the quality. DSS stands out to be the single working organization 
well known in the Government circles, media and other NGOs in the 
State of A.P. and Telangana.The decade and half that passed by 
witnessed movements that focussed on women, dalit and child rights.

The decade and half also saw significant engagements and DSS was 
fortunate  to  host  high  profile  visitors, like: state level officials of 
police, social welfare, Women and Child Welfare, Judiciary, state & 
national commissions. The media coverage of DSS activities during the 
past 15 years is innumerable and runs into thousands of news items 
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published throughout each year. The entire organization spent many hours brainstorming on our 
growth plans and the impact we made and expect to make  so that every dalit women is well informed 
and where dalit women and  girl children are empowered to stand up against violence and demand 
their rightful entitlements. 

The innumerable awards conferred during the past 15 years  by reputed organizations is a feather in 
the cap of DSS.

The decade and half that passed by was turbulent in many ways and dalit women faced lot of 
hardships. Dalit women are particularly vulnerable to economic insecurity and financial dependence.  
The burden of New Economic Policy and globalization fell on dalit women in the form of cut or denial 
of welfare schemes. Due to the neglect of agriculture and the reforms in the agricultural sector, dalit 
women are denied even wage labour.  

Last year i.e.2020 was horrific as Covid -19 terrorized people and disrupted the entire social, 
economic and pollical life.  The COVID-19 pandemic is farmore than a health crisis. The lockdown 
in India, gave rise to multiple issues of social, educational, economic, political, agricultural, 
psychological which had created devastating impact on the lives of the people in general and dalit 
women in particular. Everything was stalled and all benefits due to dalit women got delayed due to 
the atmosphere of non-functioning in the State.  Despite such a state of affairs, DSS could do its 
best in conducting Legal Clinic and  Round Table Conferences for redressal of victims of atrocities 
and for speedy justice and sanction of compensation to victims of atrocities.  

DSS continually worked for the protection and promotion of human rights of dalit women and girl 
children.  At the same time DSS  has the perspective  that economic empowerment of dalit women 
is very much central to realizing women's rights and gender equality.  It is necessary to facilitate 
dalit women to grab their legitimate share in existing markets; their access to and control over 
productive resources. With this perspective DSS has embarked upon the project of turning every 
dalit woman as an entrepreneur under SCSP and TSP Act, by inspiring, assisting them to start a 
commercial venture.  DSS could motivate and help many dalit women to start their own businesses 
during the past decade and half.    

When we look back into our 15 years journey,  we realise that it was arduous and thorny. It was not 
easy to replace or transform traditional thinking  or inculcate new ideas or practice. In a dominant 
social atmosphere of gender inequality it was hard to mobilize dalit women to struggle for their 
rights, as it was not welcome in their families also.  It took time for cultivating new culture and 
imbibing new thinking, but each year the confidence of the women grew and consolidated.  It was 
not a thorough welcome with governmental authorities also in beginning, but over a time having 
established our credibility, DSS could earn the status of a recognized organization with every 
governmental department. Now DSS is having membership in Vigilance and Monitoring 
Committees, School Management Committees. Telangana government nominated DSS Convener 
as one of the experts in drafting Rules under Juvenile Justice Act.  

It must be recorded here that our journey all these years in enabling empowerment of dalit women 
was not alone.   DSS always joined hands with all like minded organizations in strengthening the 
movement.  Other organizations, government officials, media helped our every activity and 
boosted the confidence of dalit women in their march towards overall well being.  I wish to thank 
the DSS team from top to bottom, all democratic organizations, officials and everyone who helped 
the cause of empowerment of dalit women and girl child during the past and appeal for the 
continued support of all in the years to come.

             Jhansi Geddam

National Convener 
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o state in straight 
and simple terms TDSS is the voice of 

dalit women and girl 
children.  DSS came into 
existence in 2006 in the 
context of utter neglect of 
dalit women and girl 
children who are at the 
bottom of the yoke of caste 
hierarchy.  The founder 
and its convener is a dalit 
woman who knows the 
situation of dalit women 
and feels strongly for their 
emancipation. There were 
many dalit organizations 
but they were mostly 
reactive and were confined 
to reacting when an 
atrocity occurs.  The 
movements were mostly 
about questioning caste 
domination and attacks on 
Dalits.  There were none to 
positively and 
continuously work for dalit 

women empowerment.  In 
such a context of vacuum 
for dalit women 
representation, as a dalit 
woman and with the help 
of a few Dalits, the 
convener of DSS started 
the organization with the 
avowed objective of 
creating an exclusive 
platform for dalit women 
and girl children. Since its 
inception in January 2006 
DSS has been exclusively 
working on the 
empowerment of  
dalit/adivasi women and 
girl children.  DSS 
successfully addressed all 
issues of dalit/adivasi 
women and girl children in 
the State of A.P and 
Telangana, by 
documenting and raising 
its voice against inter and 
intra community violence 
on dalit women, gender 

2. ABOUT DSS 

disparities and denial of 
socio, economic and 
political rights.  

In its arduous but 
successful journey during 
the past 15 years, DSS has 
accomplished in giving 
voice to the hapless dalit 
women and facilitated 
them to identify 
themselves and be 
articulate. Active leaders 
were encouraged to form 
into collectives, unionized 
at mandal, district & state 
levels and were facilitated 
to think about themselves 
and the issues pertaining 
to them.   It has led the 
dalit women to think about 
their role as an individual, 
in the family and society. 
This made them to shift 
their thinking towards 
what is available to them 
and what is being not 
given or denied to them 
and the reasons for denial.
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A 427  page compendium of 
30 useful Acts relevant to  
dalit/adivasi women published 
in Telugu   'ManaChattalu'.                                        

A Study carried out jointly with 
CID (Police Dept) on implementation 
of SC,ST (PoA) Act was  published 
as a booklet 'Law In Action'
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DALIT WOMEN 

ACCESS  TO JUSTICE

DALIT STHREE SAKTHI
A collective power of Dalit Women

No one is
 fre

e 

when w
e are oppressed

No one is
 fre

e 

when w
e are oppressed

No one is
 fre

e 

when w
e are oppressed

Joint Programme

The proposed amendments 
booklet of SC, ST (PoA) Act 

3. HIGHLIGHTS OF 15 YEARS 
PUBLICATIONS

Human rights training manual 
in Telugu

SC/ST (PoA) Act in 
Telugu and English

Dalit Songs book

Success stories in 5 years Constitution 
A Brief introduction in Telugu

Dalit Women Access to Justice 

SCSP/TSP Act in Telugu
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One may ask why DSS chose to work only among 

dalit women, when women of every hue as such 

are oppressed and disempowered? All the time 

DSS is faced to answer this usual and natural 

question posed by everyone.  Yes, its true, that 

women as such are oppressed, enslaved.The root 

of women enslavement lies at the oppression and 

enslavement of the marginalized women (in 

class terms) and dalit women (in caste/class 

terms). So far all the feminist/women  movements 

have focussed only on some individual rights, 

without addressing the real, large scale and 

massive oppression practiced on dalit women.  

Unless, the dalit and marginalized women enmasse 

are drawn into the struggle for empowerment 

the women liberation movement cannot go 

ahead in any tangible way.  

It is the dalit women who are denied basic rights 

and human dignity and exploited in multifarious 

forms, like bonded labour, domestic labour, 

trafficking, prostitution, manual scavenging, 

domestic violence, rape, murder and other cruel 

forms.  These peculiar forms of oppression and 

specific reality of dalit women was not in the 

agenda of the feminist movements.  When non-

dalit or dominant caste women are raped these 

organizations and  media make a lot of noise as 

we have seen in Disa rape or Delhi rape, but the 

same organizations and media ignore even much 

more brutal rapes of dalit women like the recent 

Hatras incident or many such rapes.  Caste bias  

can be seen in the media and mainstream 

feminism. There is no one to help or speak for 

dalit women. They  face more sexual violence 

because they don't have any power. When a Dalit 

woman is raped, police are slow to register a 

complaint; investigations are tardy; officials 

raise doubts if there was a rape; authorities side 

with the upper caste perpetrators of violence. 

Even the media, dominated by upper caste 

journalists behave as if it is not a news.  In other 

words, everyone conspire to downplay or erase 

the links between sexual violence and the 

hierarchies of caste.

Even dalit movements are basically male rights 

movements.  Though dalit women participate in  

these movements, the issues of dalit women 

rights are not addressed by these movements.  

Not only that, all these dalit movements never 

recognise dalit women in leadership roles.  

There is not even one dalit organisation with 

woman at the leading role or in the leading 

committees. Likewise, all political parties, 

including leftist parties,  also draw support from 

dalit women in their gatherings, movements but 

they never accord even minimum leadership role 

to dalit women nor do they take up dalit women 

issues.   

Thus, one can see the vacuum as far as the human 

rights of dalit women are concerned.  Hence it is 

necessary to have a platform that works exclusively 

for dalit women. It is of utmost significance that it 

is the dalit women who need to be organized and 

enabled towards empowerment, so that their 

struggles against oppressive forces will have 

liberating effect on all sections of women.  With 

this perspective, DSS embarked upon the project 

of enlightening and enabling dalit women as such 

and mobilizing the support of all conscientized 

sections of the society to strengthen the dalit 

women movement.  

4. WHY  ONLY DALIT WOMEN



5. WHERE WE WORK

Structure of DSS Women Collectives

VILLAGE LEVEL

MANDAL LEVEL

DISTRICT LEVEL

STATE LEVEL

NATIONAL LEVEL

Women collective in 2400 villages including 
slums with 5-7 members 

Mandal Women collective
with one representative from each village

District Women collective 
 with one representative 

from each Mandal

State Women 
collective with one 

member  from each District

National
 Women 

collective with 
two members  

from each State

Making Human Rights a reality on 

the ground :Volunteer army in the 

field:

The foremost objective of DSS in 

consonance with its goal is to enable 

empowerment i.e. facilitate the 

inarticulate, unorganized dalit  women 

and girl children, in contrast to stereo 

type welfare mode activity like giving 

or promising funds/schemes.     The 

perspective/functioning  of DSS, being 

different, we had to break a new 

ground and convince people that they 

should not expect anybody to “give” 

them but they should fight and “get” what they deserve and what they need. Though it was a bit 

difficult to inculcate a new culture of “demanding” and “getting”, DSS could successfully inspire the 

dalit women and girl children to know, to be aware and move on the path of struggle for rights and 

entitlements.

Surpassing a culture of staying indoors and confined to household work, now the dalit women are 

functioning like an army of volunteers in defence of their rights and entitlements.

Village Women Collective (VWC) is 

formed with 5 to 7 members in all the 

2400 villages including slums spread 

over 7 districts. Mandal Women 

Collective (MWC) has been formed 

with one representative from each 

VWC of the respective mandal/block. 

District Women Collective (DWC) is 

formed with one representative from 

each MWC.  Similarly the State 

Women Collective (SWC) constitutes 

of two representatives from each 

DWC. The National Women Collective 

(NWC) is constituted with three 

members from each SWC. 



—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

Women Collective of 7 dalit women in each of 
the 2400 villages including slums in 7 districts 
are actively engaged in meeting periodically 
and discuss the issues connected to their 
welfare, rights and entitlements.

Fact findings: Whenever an atrocity or rights 
violation occurs, the dalit women collectives 
go collect the facts and monitor the legal 
process.  Depending on the situation and need 
the women pressurize the police to act in 
accordance with law, approach the revenue 
and police higher ups for necessary action, 
report to the media.

Where there is no swift action or collusion, the 
dalit women organize protests in the form of 
dharna/rastaroko or other forms.

Organize the defence of the victim and see 
that the victims are assured of support of the 
community and boost their self confidence.

Check any fraudsters from bargaining the 
victims for a compromise or surrender.

Send the reports to the district and state 
office.

Likewise, identify economic entitlements and 
petition to the appropriate authorities for 
sanction of schemes.

Organize the local women for any state level 
programmes and lead them to the event and 
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Journey to Equality  --- Ending violence:

Oppression, untouchability, poverty, illiteracy 

are all intertwined and constitute one vicious 

circle, where one leads to and forms the basis of 

the other in the chain.  In addition to the 

caste/gender violence, the dalit women and girl 

child face domestic violence of the  worst sort. 

This chain of vicious circle has to be broken with 

a multi pronged approach and the efforts should 

be to realize the objective of mainstreaming the 

dalit women and girl children into potential 

rights activists, leaders and entrepreneurs. 

Hence, for DSS, transforming social, economic 

and gender relations are the key words to enable 

empowerment in objective terms and all our 

activities are designed with this perspective.

Ending violence : Raising her voice and 

making rights real to the dalit women:

Age old perspectives and practices of caste 

system are firmly ingrained in the minds of the 

society and this mind set lead to the feeling and 

practice of taking lightly the body and lives of 

dalit women.  This mindset is so firmly ingrained 

in the mindset of society from top to bottom.  

Notions of caste superiority, purity are so deep 

that they constitute the subconscious of all , in all 

spheres of administration, police, judiciary, 

political parties, cadre, leaders of all parties and 

even media.  This ingrained prejudice gives rise 

to  impunity among the dominant castes in 

committing all forms of violence including sexual 

violence on dalit  women.  The impunity is not for 

the perpetrator of the crime alone, it pervades all 

round including the media. For the media,  it is 

not a big issue and  when a dalit girl is raped, 

there is no ample coverage in the press because it 

does not prick their heart.  When a dalit girl is 

raped and murdered, the police take it easy, the 

middlemen take it easy and try to settle the crime 

with meagre amount of money. The police do not 

6. OUR WORK - WHAT WE DO

take the complaint/book an FIR/, they  

pressurize the victim to compromise,  

investigate tardily, treat the accused leniently, 

the prosecution does not take the issue 

seriously, and ultimately the case comes up 

without proper charge sheet, proper evidence or 

effective arguments.  The entire case is muddled 

in such a way that the judge feels that the 

accused was being harassed without evidence 

and the great rule of benefit of doubt is extended 

to him and acquitted.   The perpetrator emerges 

as 'innocent'. Then, these acquittals are 

wonderfully used by the entire system again to 

raise their voice that false cases are being foisted 

by the dalits and that the Atrocities Act  is being 

'misused' and should be abolished to save 

'innocents'.  Umpteen illustrations can be given 

to establish how the process explained above 

operates, but the sensational massacre of 

Tsundur dalits is enough if one can make a case 

study of how all the accused emerged as 

'innocents'.   There is a real de facto law and an 

unwritten constitution of the caste system, that 

permeates the entire administrative, police and 

judicial systems overriding the idealde jure law 

and written Constitution of India.  Everyone in 

the system abide by the defacto caste law and 

obliterate the written law. This systemic 

operation is the basis for the perpetrators to 

continue their orgy of sexual violence on dalit 

women/girl children.

Unfortunately, the system operates in such a way 

that the dalit men, dalit elders in the locality and 

sorrowfully, the dalit women victims themselves 

bow down before the reality which is perceived 

as mighty, stupendous and unbreakable.  

DSS, having grasped the logic of systemic 

operation of caste domination and the desolate 

feelings of the dalit women in the face of 

apparently mighty caste domination, inspired 

the women to unite, organize and fight back the 

We are one woman - 15 years journey....... 13



domination.  Trainings to educate the women, 

external support helped them to take the steps 

and go ahead in breaking the impunity.  Once 

they saw the success of their efforts in getting the 

so called dominant caste perpetrator arrested, it 

boosted the confidence of the women that they 

'can'.  Over a decade and half, the dalit women 

marched ahead without looking back and are 

now stubborn in following up all instances of 

rights violations to their logical end.

It is pertinent to note that the dalit women/girl 

children are perceived as sex objects not only by 

the dominant caste but by dalit men also.   DSS 

came across number of instances of dalit males 

raping/cheating a dalit woman/girl child.  In the 

course of breaking impunity and struggling for 

rights whenever a dalit woman rights are 

violated, DSS took up the case irrespective of 

whether the perpetrator is dalit or non-dalit.  

DSS had taken up the issue of domestic violence 

in a big way and fought against the violence, 

torture and domination of dalit men in the 

families.

Dalit women/girl child developed awareness 

about domestic violence and exploitation of girl 

children in the Social Welfare hostels and are 

exposing these forms of violence.

Atrocities addressed by DSS during the past 15 years:

The graphs below give the figures of various atrocities committed on dalit women 

and girl children, year wise, crime wise that were taken up by the DSS.  
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Sexual Violence:

The above figures are of only major atrocities.  

During the decade and half  that passed by DSS 

had addressed a total number of 928 incidents. It 

is well known that members of dominant castes 

have since ages been using sexual violence 

against Dalit women and girls as a tool for 

punishment, humiliation and assertion of 

power.  In the olden times, till about two decades 

ago this phenomenon could go unquestioned 

due to  utter dependence of the dalit families on 

the landlords, as wage labourers, bonded labour 

etc.  But of late, with the raise of dalit movements 

and assertion, this could not go on silently.  

However, the assertion by dalits is so enraging to 

the dominant castes  that they seek to re-inforce 

and try to establish their authority and 

superiority by subjecting the dalit women to 

indecent and inhuman treatment.

In addition to these perceptions, the exposure to 

the growing onslaught of porno and western 

media also unleashed a major sexual 

cult/culture in the society.  In the light of this 

new culture, rape is becoming common.  Not just 

the male youth, but even school children now 

want to gang rape someone.  In fact gang rape is 

now an everyday news. An outburst and a big 

debate took place only in the Nirbhaya incident 

of 2012. There was not much discussion later.  

Even the so called outburst and debate during 

Nirbhaya movement was more emotional than 

mature.   That movement, which was blown out 

of proportions by the press had the overtones of 

expression of feelings of revenge against a few 

individuals and against a class, rather than a cool 

debate of why and how these things are 

happening and how to cure the ills of the society 

and how to remove the root of the problem.  

Though, a few intellectuals like Arundhati Roy 

tried to explain the phenomenon, there was 

none to reflect on it.  Everyone was only with one 

demand, “hang them”, that's all, as if hanging a 

juvenile stops all rapes in future.  Almost none 

raised the demand to ban porno or sexualizing 

women in films and media.  No one discussed 

about the regular rape of dalit women in the 

country side, thereby exposing the partial 

perspectives of the movement.  Later in Disa 

rape and murder also there was no debate but 

only revenge and caste prejudice, as the victim 

was from Reddy caste and perpetrators were 

from back ward castes/muslim.   The leaders of 

dominant caste political parties rallied for the 

punishment of the criminals in such a big way 

that the suspects were killed in an encounter.  No 

one reacts in a similar way if the victim is a dalit 

woman and perpetrators are from dominant 

castes.

Thus, now we have a situation where there is 

caste domination and sexual exploitation on the 

one side and the newly emerging sex culture 

adding to it the new ways and methods.   The 

total impact of these influences resulted in 

increased number of rapes of dalit women and 

girls not only by the dominant castes but even by 

dalit men and youth.  Since, the hurt and violence 

experienced by the dalit woman if she is raped is 
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same, irrespective of whether the perpetrator is 

dalit or non-dalit, DSS, addressed both inter and 

intra community violence committed on dalit 

women and girl children.  This is more important 

in view of the fact that dalit organizations usually 

never take up the atrocities committed by dalit 

men on dalit women.  

Whenever, DSS takes up an issue of atrocity, it is 

followed up from F.I.R. to until conviction.  This 

involves monitoring investigation, meeting 

Investigating Officers and other officials, 

presenting cases to higher officials in the district 

and at State level, raising the issue in Vigilance 

and Monitoring Committee meetings,  meeting 

the Public Prosecutors, ensuring sanction of 

compensation, appointing advocates for training 

the victims and witnesses, follow up trial process 

and see that the case is successful and the 

accused get  conviction. 

Violence can be checked only if the impunity is 

broken and perpetrators are convicted without 

fail.  Actually, if rule of law is implemented at the 

minimal level, there is no scope for any criminal 

to escape, whatever be the crime.   But, strangely 

and shamefully,  in our country rule of law exists 

only for academic purposes and almost none  in 

the administration of justice (revenue, police, 

prosecutors, judiciary etc) believe that rule of 

law is for implementation towards all.  Invoking 

a law or implementing is never automatic; it is 

always influenced by caste, class, corruption, 

political pressure and the like.  Since, the real 

power is in the hands of the dominant caste and 

they are in the higher echelons of police, revenue 

etc, laws in favour of Scheduled Castes/Tribes is 

never implemented, whereas laws against them 

are immediately implemented.  In other words, in 

India, law never takes its own course, it always 

takes the course as directed by the dominant 

caste/class, in a brazen and unashamed manner. 

For long,  criminal law meant only IPC  and it was  

implemented always against the dalits.  

Whenever a complaint is there against a dalit, 

true or false, and even without a complaint, the 

police jumped into action to implement various 

sections of IPC against a dalit, but never against a 

dominant caste person for what he did to a dalit.  

A dalit never had the status of a complainant 

under IPC.   Powerful dalit movements of 1980s 

brought about a change from this accused status 

under IPC to that of a complainant status under 

the SC,ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act in 1989.  

The age old oppressive and humiliating  practices 

that were 'normal' and were never regarded as 

crimes under IPC, now became crimes and a dalit 

acquired the status of a complainant.  The 

passage of this Act brought about real life to 

Art.17 of the Constitution.  
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But the Act becomes effective and convictions can be recorded only if it is properly 

implemented in letter and spirit by all concerned departments.  But as things stand today, 

only a few  appear to be willing to discharge their duties with commitment while majority 

lack concern, are deficient in knowledge of law/procedures.   The problems commence 

from the very beginning, i.e. from the stage of registering cases. 

As for as the SC, ST(PoA)Act is concerned the police are never pro-active, on the other hand in many 

instances, they even threaten the victims to compromise.  They are advising, luring and even 

threatening the victim to settle the issue and enter into compromise as the perpetrator is offering fat 

amount.  Having advised/threatened the victim to take amount, they give time to the victim to think 

twice before registering the case and in order to force compromise they delay the registration of 

cases, arrest of the accused and investigation, etc.   The police take interest in compromising the case 

not only due to caste prejudice but they also stand to gain reasonable amount from the rich accused if 

they succeed in rescuing the accused from the case.   

DSS resorted to protest actions, complaints to higher officials, exposure in media, representations to 

various Commissions, petitions in Courts to get an FIR registered.  Police who are basically reluctant 

to book the case raise so many objections and in the first instance itself they raise the technical 

objection to bring caste certificate from MRO that the victim belongs to scheduled caste to delay the 

registration or investigation of the cases. Similarly the MROs are issuing certificates as BC 'C' thus 

helping the accused to escape. 

Improper registration is another hurdle, i.e. the police do not register the case under S.C.S.T (PoA) Act 

but book the case under section of IPC only or register under improper sections of S.C.S.T (PoA) Act. 

Police, write down the oral complaint of the victim falsely  omitting important details to weaken the 

case.  They omit or write falsehood on important facts like the names of the accused, time and place of 

occurrence, nature of weapons, injuries etc and take the thumb impression of the victim.  The dalit 
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victims who are mostly illiterates simply put their thumb impression or sign and go away.  Later, in 

court depositions, the accused lawyer bombards them in cross examination showing that what they 

stated earlier and what they are stating in the court are contradictory and argues that the victims are 

stating falsehood.  Thus, the unfair recording of FIR, statements by police etc help the accused in 

many ways.

In the incidents of rape on many occasions the police deliberately delay in sending the victims for 

medical examination because if immediate medical examination is done the semen and other 

evidences can be easily collected and delay will pave way for disappearance of such crucial 

incriminating evidences. Similarly, the police immediately don't go to the scene of the offence or try to 

arrest the accused; instead, they require the victim to provide them transport to go over to the place of 

the accused to arrest him.

The Prosecutors are not trained and are half hearted or corrupt.  The period of trial is also lengthy and 

many cases are pending in the so called special courts which are in fact regular courts that are 

burdened with all other cases along with cases under  SC, ST (PoA) Act.  These are just regular courts 

that are simply designated as special courts by a notification to deal with cases under the SC, ST (PoA) 

Act in addition to their regular work.  

Crossing all hurdles, if an atrocity case reaches the court, still the final conviction of the accused 

depends on various factors like the efficiency of the public prosecutor, proper deposition by the 

victims and witnesses, the appreciation of the evidence by the judge concerned and other factors. The 

appreciation of evidence and application of law is the privilege of the judge who conducts the trial.  

There is the general principle of administration of criminal justice, namely; that the guilt of the 

accused shall be established beyond all reasonable and probable doubt and that in cases where there is a 

doubt as to the guilt, the accused shall be given the benefit of doubt.   Though, this is a cardinal principle 

of criminal justice administration, this is selectively applied.  In cases like the Delhi gang rape , where 

there is large scale hue and cry in the media and in public, this principle is never applied and the 

courts usually go by public opinion, even without strong evidence.  This is what is termed as trial by 

media.  It is well known these days that in many cases, the courts are giving conviction without strictly 
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applying this doctrine, if they are convinced 

otherwise that the accused committed the crime.   

But in cases under SC,ST (PoA) Act, the benefit of 

doubt is given  to the dominant caste accused and 

in most cases, the accused are acquitted on this 

ground. 

Thus, from the stage of FIR to judicial 

pronouncement,  the case is sabotaged in various 

ways and for these reasons, getting convictions in 

atrocity cases is difficult and are as such very low.  

DSS during the decade and half intervened at 

every stage and was able to see that in as many 

cases as possible the accused were convicted.  

Experience of DSS with regard to payment of 

Compensation:

Year Compensation, Etc (in Rs)

2006 0

2007 400000

2008 350000

2009 650000

2010 654000

2011 601250

2012 660000

2013 435000

2014 62,25,000

2015 1240000

2016 24,52,600

2017 1085000

2018 45,00,000

2019 36,00,000

2020 21,25,000

Total                           2,49,77,850

As the figures above show DSS was able to 

facilitate the dalit women get maximum 

compensation.  But, DSS, in its 15 years of 

experience of going around the offices for the 

sanction of compensation, grasped that there is a 

topsy-turvy understanding  about  the  

compensation aspect under the SC,ST(POA) Act. 

The dominant caste outlook pervades the 

personnel of the administration and the police 

establishment, which is actually a feudal outlook 

of perceiving the compensation as charity.  It is 

seen as if the crime is atoned with compensation 

and as if it is in lieu of the punishment.   With this 

muddled thinking, in utter ignorance of the 

constitutional philosophy, the personnel in the 

administration and the police treat the victims as 

if they are beggars and humiliate them by making 

them to run from pillar to post in fulfilling web of 

bureaucratic procedures before the amount is 

released.  Actually, the juristic philosophy 

behind providing compensation, is that the State 

is atoning its sin in its failure to prevent an 

atrocity by the feudal elements.  It is a measure of 

social justice and one step in abiding by Art.17, 

the other steps being arrest, prosecution and 

conviction of the criminals.  Thus, understood, it 

is the duty of the administrative machinery to go 

to the victim and give compensation at his door 

step as atonement for the failure of the executive.  

Unfortunately, given the illiteracy among those 

occupying the positions of bureaucracy, they 

behave akin to feudal lords.  In fact, they think, 

'you are lucky to have been raped and you are 

getting so much amount'.   In the experience of  

DSS, so far compensation is not paid by the 

government on its own initiative even in a single 

case.   Without representation no compensation 

is paid, which is proof that none in the executive 

hierarchy understood the concept/philosophy of 

payment of compensation under the SC, ST(PoA) 

Act nor did they digest the spirit of constitution 

or laws.

 Payment of compensation on time will be helpful 

for the victims to withstand the pressures.  This 

is paid in some cases after FIR, in some cases 

after charge sheet, in some cases after medical 

reports and the remaining portion after the 

completion of trial or judgment. The quantum of 

compensation has been increased in the year 

2014 starting from a minimum of Rs75,000/- to a 
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maximum of Rs. 7,50,000/-. In instances of inter-

community violence, first stage compensation is 

paid by the Social Welfare Department.  Social 

Welfare Department has to pay compensation 

through 'C' Section in Collectorate stage wise to 

the victims of atrocity cases based on the rules 

under the Act.  Usually, what happens is, that too 
s t

after representing only, the 1  stage of 

compensation is released and the next stage is not 

paid.  Likewise the rehabilitation process is also 

not taken care of. One reason is lack of perspective 

and the other reason is lack of proper procedure. 

Compensation is paid after repeated pursuance 

by DSS in the form of representations, advocacy & 

lobby.   The team of DSS narrated that, to get 

compensation from the Women and Child Welfare 

Department is almost impossibility and a testing 

time for the victims.  For reasons best known to 

the concerned departments, payment is 

inordinately delayed for years together.  The 

officers at respective levels say that nothing is 

pending with them, but the compensation never 

reaches the victim.         

Domestic violence

Domestic violence in its worst forms has become a 

menace among the poor dalit families. DSS almost 

regularly deals with such cases where women run 

to DSS for protection from the husband.  The 

husbands continually torture their wives on every 

possible pretext.  In a number of cases of domestic 

violence, the husband is drunkard and has extra-

marital relations also.  The tortured women 

narrate their woes of domestic violence as the 

single most problem faced by them.  Most of the 

women attributed this domestic violence of their 

men to alcoholism.   As a rule almost all the dalit 

women are unaware of the new legislation, 

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act.  

This Act has not actually become popular among 

dalit women as the provisions of this Act which 

confer rights in the property of the husband and 

such other rights like sharing residence in marital 

home etc which are not practicable vis-à-vis a 

dalit woman.  In most cases, where a dalit woman 

is subjected to cruel domestic violence, it is just 

impossible for her to take recourse to DV Act and 

claim share of residence in the marital home.  She 

would prefer to run away from the husband and 

take shelter in the natal home. Unfortunately, 

given the situation of poverty, the woman is not 

so welcome in the natal home also, as they feel it 

is burden and shame on them.  In such cases, the 

woman silently suffer the violence and resign to 

fate.  Wherever, she stands a chance of support at 

the natal home, she invariably comes back and 

continue living there.  It is clear that alcoholism 

can only become a pretext for domestic violence 

if it has otherwise ideological acceptance, as a 

right of the husband.  With the awareness 

imparted through gender trainings and gaining 

economic independence many women in the 

target area are growing assertive and are 

protesting domestic violence.

Through our study of domestic violence, we 

noticed that there are changed perceptions 

among men and in many cases, suspecting the 

fidelity of the wife without any substantial basis 

or  evidence appears to be a  modern 

psychological disease of all younger husbands 

without exception.   This actually appears to be 

the single most important reason for the cruel 

domestic violence of the husband in majority of 

the cases.  It was reported that many husbands 

are checking the calls of their wives mobile.  In 

this attitude,  apart from the question of real or 

imagined infidelity, his authority and monitoring 

the wife's movements and  total denial of private 

space to her is what hurts the women.  Not only 

the worst domestic violence but also murders are 

taking place on suspicion of fidelity of wife.
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Murder on suspicion of infidelity of wife 
-  A Few Illustrative Cases

The patriarchal madness of men to control the 

sexuality of his woman partner appears to have 

reached its acme among dalit men.  DSS came 

across a few cases like, Ratnavali, Suguna, 

Vanajakshi and Aruna,  where the husbands 

cruelly murdered their wives on suspicion of her 

extra-marital relationships.

There are various possible reasons for growing 

domestic violence, as stated by dalit women, 

academics and others:

ü With the advent of modernity, the general 

cultural change that has come to stay has 

loosened the taboos relating to sex and made 

sex more easy and free.  None today believes 

sex to be sin.  But, strangely, men want free 

sex but when it comes to their women (wife, 

sister, mother etc), men continue to have the 

age old patriarchal conservative view of 

control l ing women's  sexual i ty  and 

maintaining her purity.

ü Domestic violence and control of wife by the 

husband is considered to be unquestionable 

norm by the older generation of women, but 

there is resistance and unacceptability 

among the younger women of the present 

generation.

ü Males developed double standards.  They 

welcome other women to cheat their 

husbands/parents and have sex with them.  

They also learn such things around and 

through porno. Then they superimpose these 

experiences and perception on their wives. 

They suspect her if they see her talking in a 

friendly manner with other males, be it 

neighbours or colleagues or former 

classmates. They start suspecting her and 

yell at her saying she has relationship with 

the males that she was talking in a friendly 

manner or with the colleagues. Once seed of 

suspicion is sowed, he checks her mobile and 

continually torture her in all possible ways. 

ü

violence is highly prevalent among the 

urbanized dalit males. The study suggests 

that higher rates of intimate  partner 

violence is  related to gender norms based 

on culture and religion that confer absolute 

sexual and other forms of control of men 

over women.

ü Indira Jaisingh, noted lawyer and women 

rights activist says: Sexual violence against 

women is unique as it begins in the home 

and moves out to public places. The problem 

begins with the assumed consent that 

women give to sexual intercourse within a 

marriage.  Flavia Agnes, the lawyer and 

feminist, Observes: “in a continuum of a 

range of violence that takes place within the 

matrimonial relationship. Violence can 

include excessive sexual demands, making 

your wife perform sex acts despite her 

protests, forcing her to watch and re-enact 

porn, or verbally humiliating her during 

sex”.  This observation is true and in many 

cases sexual violence of men on their wives 

is motivated by porn.

ü On the other side, the expectations of 

educated dalit  men are increasing 

tremendously.  The dowry system which 

was a brahmanical/dominant caste 

tradition sneaked deep into dalit families. 

This drastic change is leading to violence in 

the family.

ü Increasing poverty and lack of opportunities 

for earnings in contrast to high aspirations 

of youth is resulting in frustration and 

alcoholism among the youth.  This further 

deteriorates the already insufficient and 

poor earnings of the family and intensifies 

the frustration which is leading to demands 

of dowry as an easy way out and domestic 

violence on the dalit women. 

Thus, for the dalit women, when it comes to 

their very basic existence as human being and 

Though largely unreported, marital sexual 
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to flourish and grow with dignity, it is patriarchy 

i.e. male oppression in all its forms that comes as 

a block and therefore patriarchal violence 

cannot be ignored and it is urgently necessary 

that dalit rights discourses take this into account 

and prepare the dalit women (and men) for a 

major battle against patriarchy along with caste 

oppression.   In fact, there is an explosive 

situation among the dalit women concerning 

domestic violence which may burst at any time.  

Having continually dealt with cases of domestic 

violence, DSS has taken up the issue in a big way.  

First, DSS would make all possible attempts to  

counsel the husband and transform him to 

behave properly.   Thus, DSS would try first to 

see that the family doesn't break.  If the attempts 

fail or in cases where DSS finds that it is 

impossible to continue with such a cruel 

husband or  in such similar cases, DSS would 

help the victims to seek legal action against the 

perpetrator of domestic violence.  DSS 

documented the cases of domestic violence and 

campaigned against it.  A round table conference 

was conducted on domestic violence focussing 

the menace and rendering justice to the victims.
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The first Prime Minister of India, Jawaharlal 

Nehru said that 'Children are like buds in a 

garden and should be carefully and lovingly 

nurtured, as they are the future of the nation and 

citizens of tomorrow'. In modern period, from 
th19  century onwards, every nation developed a 

new understanding of children, their protection 

and development and the role of the State in this 

regard. Now, in the era of human rights 

discourse,  it is universally accepted by all that 

childhood is  the period of joyful and healthy 

growth along with  learning.  Recognising the 

need to safeguard and protect the children 

everywhere, the UN adopted child rights 

convention which guarantees safeguards for 

happy and healthy childhood for every child and 

confers various rights on them.  The convention 

assures that every child is entitled to these rights 

without distinction of race, colour, sex, religion, 

political or other opinion, national or social 

origin, property, birth or other status whether of 

himself or herself or his or her family.  

Nehru's vision of future of children is practically 

neglected as far as dalit girl children are 

concerned.  In our country, dalit girl children are 

deprived of all the rights conferred by the child 

rights convention, as if the convention is not 

applicable to them. As it  stands today, these girl 

children are being socialized in the age old 

ideology of gender stereo types  by most of the 

parents.  Due to the prevailing patriarchic 

outlook most of the dalit girl children are not 

sent to schools and are employed as child labor 

or domestic servants. The parental outlook itself 

towards dalit girl children is to dispose of her at 

the birth itself by killing or by selling away, ill-

treat, give away in child marriage, employ as 

domestic servant.  If a dalit girl is employed as a 

domestic servant, she has to silently suffer the 

Situation of Dalit Girl Children:

worst torture  unlimited hours of work and 

sexual exploitation.  Reports of torture, sexual 

abuse of dalit girl children employed in the 

houses have become common.  The publicized 

reports are only tip of the iceberg.  Majority of 

the domestic girl children silently suffer torture 

and rape as usually they are kept in 

communicado from parents who live in a far of 

place and no confidence that parents would 

respond positively and no courage. 

The only way to save the girl child is to educate 

her and send her to school.  Even after 74 years 

of independence and promise of equality, 

discrimination of dalit girl in the field of 

education is continuing. Given the poverty and 

lack of resources, dalit families are not able to 

6. DALIT GIRL CHILDREN - AREN'T THEY FUTURE CITIZENS
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send their children to private schools. Even 

though there are government schools and social 

welfare hostels, the quality of education is very 

poor in these hostels due to neglect, corruption 

and lack of funds. Apart from poor quality of 

education, safety for boys and girls at these 

hostels is lacking. Frequent incidents of girls 

being sexually exploited by the wardens/other 

staff are being reported in the media. This 

atmosphere further frightens the parents of dalit 

girl children to send their daughters to social 

welfare hostels.
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Cheating in the name of love

Another atrocity committed on girl children is 

cheating her in the name of love,  Instances of 

cheating in the name of love are in the rise in the 

State of A.P and Telangana.  In the past 15 years, 

DSS documented innumarable instances of 

cheating in the name of love. On a deeper 

analysis, these cases are nothing but rape 

without using force.   In the social life and norms 

as it obtains today, a girl will not agree for pre-

marital sex, not only because it is still a taboo and 

but it is also problematic due to the associated 

problems of pregnancy, etc. For this reason usual 

method employed by the men, irrespective of his 

caste, is to pretend love and promise marriage to 

seduce the girl to have sex.  If the girl feels 

assured of marriage she will consent to have sex 

during the so called period of love and is not 

afraid of pregnancy also, as she believes that they 

soon will be  getting married.  In situations like 

this, the girl also consents to have sex with the 

perception that it will help in consolidating the 

relationship and committing him to marriage, 

with the hope that her marriage problem will be 

over and life settled.  In large number of cases 

that are coming up now, the male uses her for a 

while in the name of love and refuses to marry 

her when she pressurizes him to marry.  He 

abandons her and will go to any extent, even 

facing criminal case for cheating.  This type of 

cheating is resorted to equally by the dominant 

caste and dalit men towards, the dalit women 

and girl children.  Invariably, in all cases, the 

male gets the support of his family to abandon 

her and go for another marriage to gain 

everything that is associated with a fresh 

marriage.  In most of these cases, the male tries 

to settle the issue with money payment, raises 

allegations that the woman is of loose character 

and that the pregnancy could be due to someone 

else etc.  In cases of this type, since it is 

consensual sex between them, only possibility 

for legal action is registering a case under 

cheating, which is very difficult to be established 

in court of law, since it is necessary to prove the 

linkage between the admittedly voluntary sexual 

relationship and promise of marriage.  It is 

invariably necessary, to have DNA test conducted 

to establish the parentage to secure a conviction 

for cheating.  Now after the enactment of POCSO 

Act and its amendments in 2019 the Act is 

attracted if the girl is below 18 years, but in all 

other cases only cheating is the offence.

In these cases of cheating in the name of love, 

dalit male and his family behaves in the same 

fashion as that of dominant caste male and 

resorts to the same techniques, similar 

allegations etc.

The male pretends love to seduce the girl to 

have sex and deliberately cheats her.

The girls succumb to this type of cheating 

due to their vulnerable situation of solving 

the marriage problem and her innocence in 

believing his love to be true.

The cheating males, dalit and non dalit, 

reject marriage after exploiting her sexually, 

once their object of having sex is fulfilled.  

This is reflective of the attitude of perceiving 

the girl only as means of sexual gratification.

The feeling of impunity for the cheater 

comes from societal values and loose legal 

framework.  In cases like this, ultimately, the 

girl stands to answer why she conceded for 

sex before marriage, namely, why she 

violated the social norm – marriage first and 

sex only after marriage.  On this question, 

since, to have pre-marital sex is seen as a sin 

committed by the girl, there is not much 

societal support to her including from the 

family.

In law, the perpetrator cannot be booked for 

rape etc since the sexual relationship is 

admittedly, consensual.  At worse it is a case 

of broken

Cases of cheating in the name of love present 

a pattern:

—

—

—

—

—

 promise of contract of marriage 
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and at best it is cheating in criminal law.  But 

it is difficult to establish cheating.  

Moreover, it is not easy to establish that she 

consented to sex for the only reason of 

promise of marriage and further to 

establish parentage in situations of 

pregnancy.

With the enactment of POCSO Act offence of 

rape can be booked only if the girl is below 

18 years of age. 

In cases like this it is difficult to force the 

male to marry her by resorting to legal 

action.  

Even if  this is achieved, i.e. forcing him to 

marry with the threat of  criminal case, the 

marital relationship continues to be very 

fragile, filled with hatred and continual 

abuse, violence and demands for dowry 

which he lost because of this forced 

marriage.

In cases of cheating in the name of love, it is 

pure economic/class attitude that operates 

in its vulgarity.  The males even ridicule her 

that she is unfit to marry him in view of his 

status to marry girls from economically 

sound families.  The males openly say that 

they never had any love towards her and it 

was only sexual urge that prompted them to 

be with her.   Further, they take shelter 

under the moral norms concerning pre-

marital sex and question her, raise doubts of 

her fidelity, as if it is sin of pre-marital sex is 

applicable only to the female.  

Thus, it can be seen that in most cases of 

c h e a t i n g  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  l o v e ,  

class/economic perspective dominates the 

entire episode.  Caste perspective also 

operates, namely, the accused feels that 

being a dalit  woman, she can be 

compromised or in any case she can't tilt the 

balance of social/legal/economic power 

against him.  This attitude is same whether 

the accused is a dominant caste male or 

—

—

—

—

—

dalit male and strangely, though, a dalit 

male in this category of cases is just the 

dominant caste male with the same 

perceptions of caste/class/patriarchy.

 

As part of containing violence and breaking 

impunity, DSS had taken up the programme of 

mainstreaming dalit girl children, so that they  

may turn out to be educated, empowered  and 

useful citizens when they grow up as women. 

Having identified that, if the innocent dalit girls 

can be saved from all the above dangers, only 

through education, DSS worked out a systematic 

plan of action.  Since, parents cannot get their 

girl children educated, the need of the hour is to 

streamline the Anganwadis, Social Welfare 

Hostels and Government Schools for imparting 

better education to dalit girls.

Unfortunately the situation of social welfare 

hostels is horrible. There are not even bare 

minimum facilities in these hostels like potable 

water, toilets, clothing and worse still the food 

supplied is infested with worms. There are no 

proper teachers or wardens. Going by media 

reports alone the number of instances of sexual 

exploitation and the prevalence of pregnant 

children in the hostels is on the rise. In most 

cases the culprit is either the teacher or the 

warden.

DSS chalked out a programme with the following 

immediate objectives: 

1. Conduct scientific survey and study of the 

existing situation of Dalit Girl Children, 

Social Welfare Hostels, Anganwadis and 

Government Schools. 

2. To formulate strategies and draw up 

programmes and activities to improve the 

situation on the basis of study. 

3. To monitor and check the corruption in the 

social welfare hostels and to launch 

movement for release of more budget.  

Strategic Campaign of DSS to rescue the dalit 

girl children: 
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DSS conducted survey covering 1401 Dalit Girl 

Children, 760 Anganwadi Centers, 528 

Government Schools and 46 Social Welfare 

Hostels in the working area of Dalit Sthree Sakthi 

(DSS) spread over 8 districts.  

Every year DSS takes up a mega campaign 

programme and reaches out to nook and corner 

of the State with the campaign theme and 

materials.  Conducting RadhaYatra with 100 

member strong dalit women activist team and 

going around the state covering all villages, 

mandal headquarters and district headquarters 

has been a regular annual event.  In the year 

2010, the theme of the RadhaYatra was on girl 

child with the slogan, “Qualitative Childhood to 

Dalit Girl Children”. This campaign was 

successful in educating the society in general 

about the plight of dalit girl children, the dalit 

communities in particular about the need to 

educate their girl children and also the need to 

cleanse the stench in the administration of social 

welfare hostels.

Trainings were conducted to the parents and girl 

children in hostels to monitor the functioning of 

the hostel and check corruption.  The women 

Campaign on “Qualitative Childhood to Dalit 

Girl Children”:  

collectives took up responsibilities to 

continuously monitor the safety, quality of food, 

amenities, quality of teaching and take up the 

issues with concerned authorities.

Hundreds of issues pertaining to the proper 

maintenance of the Social Welfare Hostels, 

Government schools and Anganwadi centres 

were identified and resolved by the women 

collectives of DSS.   The following are various 

issues on which representations were given: 

Additional rooms, drinking water, water for 

usage, toilets, building repair, new building, 

blankets, uniforms, quality food, warden, 

unhygienic surroundings, compound walls, fans 

and lights,watchwoman, cosmetics, tutors, 

drainage,

toys, shifting to better premises, ayah,  lack of 

teachers, time maintenance of teachers, increase 

of strength etc. The details representations 

submitted and  issues resolved  are as follows:

AWC 12941 7003

Schools 20784 11417

Hostels 624 394

No of Issues No. of Issues 

Represented Resolved
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Motivation of youth in Schools, Hostels 

and Colleges:  

DSS has been engaged in regular motivation 

camps to youth and girl children in schools and 

colleges.  Due to influence of media, particularly 

internet, mobile phones with whatsapp, 

Facebook and other applications, the youth are 

spending, rather fiddling away, lot of time in net 

and apps.  While a majority are thus wasting 

time, quite a few are abusing the mobile and net 

for watching porno and sending obscene 

messages, photos etc to girls.   Cheating girls, 

taking her nude photos/videos and uploading 

them to net or blackmailing them with the threat 

of uploading etc type crimes are increasing and 

in most cases it is youth and college students.   In 

Mumbai,   students of X class gang raped a girl in 

their class, videoed the rape act and uploaded it 

in whatsapp .   This cann't be dismissed as an 

isolated or rare event, but is tip of the iceberg 

beneath the carpet.  A bit lesser but similar 

crimes occurred in multitude.  We may have to 

witness much more shocking news in the coming 

years, if adolescent and youth force is not 

channelized properly.

Likewise, the youth, even from middle class, 

studying B.Tech etc., are resorting to thefts, chain 

snatchings etc for making easy money for 

luxurious spending.  Going to pubs, drink and 

drugs party in secluded areas with girls is 

becoming common in metropolitan cities like 

Hyderabad.  Girls are also falling into this type of 

activities and developing desires for luxurious 

way of life and consumer goods, like smart 

phone, tablet, various electronic goods etc.  

Inspired by such desires they are falling prey to 

cheaters who promise everything and exploit 

the girls sexually.  Instances of cheating in the 

name of love are increasing year after year, in all 

of which young girls are becoming victims.

There is no organization or governmental 

programme to concentrate on the youth and 

motivate them on right path.  DSS had taken up 

inspiring and motivating the adolescents and 

youth in a big way on a continuous basis.  DSS 

conducted youth motivation camps in colleges, 

schools and hostels, explained the adolescents 

and youth the pros and cons of consumerism, the 

evil effects of drugs, alcoholism, the need to 

transform  personal and family financial 

situation through hard work, entrepreneurship 

and other right means.   They were inspired with 

the live examples of successful person in various 

fields and also the great leaders in the past who 

contributed to the nation.  The youth were 

explained the shame they and their family will  

have to face if they are involved in criminal or 

anti-social activity.  It is necessary also to make 

the youth understand that no one can escape by 

doing a wrongful act and will have to face bitter 

consequences for thoughtless acts if done in 

temptation. DSS was able to involve 

youth and adolescents in these motivation 

camps and was able to tell them everything in a 

participatory manner, with proper modules and 

methodology.  So far DSS conducted camps 

continuously in various colleges/educational 

institutions in the states of Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana.  The students were explained various 

aspects of leading a rightful life for their 

personal and national welfare.  All our camps 

were appreciated by the concerned college 

managements. 

75,975 
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Assertion for rights inspires to grow and be independent economically and economic 

independence boosts self assertion. Both are intertwined and one strengthens the other.  Hence 

it is necessary to devise plans for economic independence of dalit women by enlightening them 

and motivating them to demand for various entitlements.

Women are particularly vulnerable to economic insecurity and financial dependence. 

Household surveys show that women are less likely than men to receive a pension in old age, and 

where they do, their benefit levels are usually lower.  The women collective members are 

equipped with knowledge on issues and identification of issues. The women collective members 

of respective villages are instrumental in identifying the beneficiaries and preparing 

applications, submitting them in the grievance cells and regularly follow up for achieving them. 

In the process of accessing rights & entitlements they have procured the maximum number of 

schemes.

DSS, in particular paid attention to the MGNREGA in the target area and conducting survey of 

implementation of the scheme and lobbied for sanction of maximum benefits to the women of 

target area, as shown below:

MGNREGA Job Cards and Works Obtained

7. FACILITATING DALIT WOMEN ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT 



Amount Received through NREGA

Year Amount (Rs)

2008 500,000

2009 1,500,000

2010 10,420,000

2011 10,050,000

2012 16,750,000

2013 29,012,000

2014 21,604,000

2015 10,564,000

Total 100,400,000

Dalit Women as Entrepreneurs

DSS has been insisting for the implementation of 
SC Sub Plan and Tribal Sub Plan and has raised its 
demand for equal budget to dalit adivasi women. 
It played an active role in getting the SCSP/TSP 
Act in the year 2013. DSS has translated the Act 
into local language and campaigned continuously 
in all its villages. At the end of the year (2013) 
DSS organized a Rathayatra  for 10 days with a 
contingent of 100 dalit women and campaigned 
on SCSP/TSP Act in its working area. 

DSS has been continuously creating awareness to 
its women collective members on the 
importance of economic empowerment to bring 
change in dalit women lives.  In this process the 
women collective members, youth organizations, 
Panchayat Raj leaders  and team were trained on 

the Act and various schemes 
t h ro u gh  t h e  c o n c e r n e d  
department under SCSP/TSP 
Act.

 300 selected women 
collective members have been 
given continuous inputs on 
the entrepreneurship and 
other essential aspects. All 
these 300 members have been 
registered with industries 
department with all necessary 
information,  documents 
pertaining to their respective 
businesses. Similarly for all 
these 300 members on line 
application have been filed 
for the concerned banks 
seeking loans.  Some of the 
women collective members 
got benefitted.

Various schemes procured by the women

 in the target area during the 15 years:
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Capacitating Dalit Women, Public Hearings, 

Round Table Conferences and Campaigns

Trainings:

Capacity building is crucial for systematic 

organizational functioning and achieving the 

objectives. In DSS, trainings assume lot of 

significance.  The work plan of the organization 

is implemented by the team with the participation 

of women collectives.  Hence, the team and all 

members of women collectives need to be 

trained concerning the work plan and objectives 

of DSS.

Training of the team takes place after Induction. 

Training is the process of enhancing the skills, 

capabilities and knowledge of team members for 

defending and promoting the rights of dalit 

women and girl children.  Training process 

moulds the thinking of team and leads to quality 

performance.  It is continuous and never ending 

in nature.

Trainings in DSS are given on the following:

Induction is given to the new candidates who 

join as team members.  This training familiarizes 

them with the organizational mission, vision, 

rules and regulations and the working 

conditions.

1. The existing team members are trained to 

refresh and enhance their knowledge.

2. If any new laws are enacted or new 

amendments made to the existing laws, 

training is given to the team members to 

brush up their knowledge with those 

changes. 

Ways/Methods of Training

Training is generally imparted in two ways:

Orientation and Placement

Once the candidates are selected for the team 

induction training is imparted.   The freshly 

appointed candidates are then given orientation 

on the goals, objectives and dalit women 

situation.  The work done so far and the nature of 

the work is explained to them in order to 

familiarize and introduce the organization to 

them. Generally the information given during 

the orientation programme includes-

DSS Vision, Mission

Organizational structure, target area

Goals

General rules and regulations

In short, during Orientation the team members 

are made aware about the mission and vision of 

the organization, the nature of operation of the 

organization, policies and programmes of the 

organization.

The main aim of conducting Orientation is to 

build up confidence, morale and trust of the 

team members in the new organization, so that 

he becomes a productive and an efficient 

member of the organization and contributes to 

the organizational success.  It helps the new 

team members to catch up with the processes 

and address any skill gaps. Every individual has 

some shortcomings and training and 

development helps team members to  iron them 

out. If shortcomings and weaknesses are 

addressed, it is obvious that a team member's 

performance improves. 

˜

˜

˜

˜
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Since, the nature of work of DSS is much akin to 

organizing a dalit women movement for rights 

and economic entitlements, good knowledge of 

law and society, social movement, dalit situation, 

dalit women situation is highly needed in the day 

to day work of the team members, dalit women 

collective members and youth.

Regular trainings are organized to Women 

Collective Members, Youth (Male & Female), 

Children, Panchayatraj Leaders.  Hundreds of 

trainings were conducted during the last 15 

years.  The topics chosen for the trainings are 

tailored to advance the objectives of DSS.  The 

varied topics covered are : the DSS Concept, Dalit 

Women Concept, Child Rights, Dalit Women 

Rights, Penal & Pecuniary Follow Up, Leadership 

, Government Schemes, NREGA, Gender Concept, 

Roles and Responsibilities of Women Collectives, 

SCSP/TSP Act, Domestic Violence Act, SC, ST 

(Prevention of Atrocities) Act, Women Related 

Acts  and relevant provisions in IPC & Cr.P.C., Fact 

Finding Skills, History of Movements, Monitoring 

of Anganwadi Centres, Schools and Hostels, 

Identification and follow up of Issues, Personality 

Development, Local Resource Mobilization, 

Ambedkar Ideology, Human Rights, Constitution, 

Rights & Entitlements, Panchayatraj Act.

DSS made it a point to translate all the above laws 

into Telugu language and published as a 

compendium 'Our Laws', which is supplied to all 

the trainees as a hand book for ready reference. 

In addition, DSS published booklets on: 

Constitution – A Brief Introduction in Telugu and 

English, Songs book, DHRDs Karadeepika, 'Law 

In Action', CERI book on Electoral Reforms in 

India, Domestic Violence Act, POCSO Act, SC,ST 

(PoA) Act, Human rights, model bill on Zero 

discrimination in schools

Training on gender equality and women 

empowerment:

The Global Platform for Action, adopted at the 

Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing 

1995, requests Governments and other actors to 

mainstream a gender perspective into all 

policies and programmes, so that, before 

decisions are taken, an analysis is made of the 

effects on women and men respectively.  But this 

is least practiced in organizations. Age old 

traditions, routinization of bundle of unconscious 

habits, cultural constraints in the society and 

family hinder the participation of women in 

capacity building initiatives. Even when the 

women attend such trainings, the question still 

remains whether their participation is 'active'.   In 

fact in the working area of DSS 15 years ago, the 

dalit women felt strange to attend a gathering of 

women or a training programme.

Slowly, but steadily, the participation increased 

in terms of number and the urge to know and be 

empowered. Those women that were enlightened 

in the first few phases  and were able to change  

the gender relations and roles to some extent, 

stood as living examples for the others to 

emulate and evoke interest in knowing.    



Gender Sensitization Trainings:

What is a gender sensitization ?

DSS understands that Gender sensitization 

means imparting an understanding of existing 

gender relations and the obstacles to women's 

active participation in socio-economic life.   It's 

not just imparting some feminist ideas to 

women, gender sensitization includes men and 

women so that they be free from morbid and 

outdated view of their respective roles and can 

move together.  With such a freedom, if both men 

and women actively  participate in the socio-

economic life, economies tend to grow faster and 

the well being of everyone gets enhanced.  Thus, 

Gender sensitive capacity-building initiatives 

can contribute to poverty reduction and 

sustainable development.  Traditional beliefs, 

taboos imposed by male dominated patriarchal 

system and the resultant  social and cultural 

restrictions so far excluded women from 

decision making process, public life and access 

to information.  Trainings should be designed to 

break this cycle of exclusion.

Sex and gender

Recent global trends and debates over gay 

marriages, sex transformations and the related 

movements, court cases have created more 

confusion than clarity to gender question.   DSS 

trainings are clearly, only confined to 

understanding the gender roles with the aim of 

freeing women from oppressive traditions and 

to bring her into the mainstream socio-economic 

life.

There are many differences between men and 

women.  These differences can be classified as :  

natural/ biological  and social.  In other words, 

differences by birth and differences that are 

acquired. Sex refers to the biologically determined 

differences between men and women that are 

universal. Gender refers to the social differences 

between women and men that are acquired 

through socialization and passed on from 

generation to generation. These gender 

differences vary within a region, caste and 

between regions, nations and cultures. 

By gender equality we mean that all human 

beings be free to develop their personal abilities 

and make choices without being hindered by 

gender taboos.

Among women, particularly dalit women in 

India, the traditional, oppressive gender roles 

are so strongly institutionalized that they are 

internalized by women themselves and passed 

on from generation to generation.  The common 

women  are mostly unconscious of the gender 

prescriptions and take them as axiomatic 

without even a moment's reflection.   It looks so 

odd and depressing to see a mother discriminating 

between her daughter and son and burdening 

the girl child with all domestic chores and 

forcing  her to sweep, to cook and to fetch water, 

while leaving the son to play.  To bring about a 

change in this type of outmoded, inhuman 
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gender perspectives and socialization of a girl 

child within the family, was the immediate 

challenge before DSS, when it commenced its 

work.

Hence, in tune with the reality, DSS initiated its 

training programmes to address the immediate 

dalit women reality, without getting engrossed 

in unrealistic, highly theoretical modules.  DSS 

training took into consideration not only the 

general reality of dalit women in the two Telugu 

speaking states, but also the micro village reality. 

Trainings are meant to be a tool, strategy, and 

means to effect individual and collective 

transformation towards gender equality by 

raising awareness of  institutionalized 

oppressive gender norms and encouraging to 

shed them.

In the trainings, we were guided by all the 

international human rights instruments and the 

Constitution of India, all relevant laws/topics 

concerning women, dalits, human rights and 

violence against women.  
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Trainings to Panchayat Raj 

Representatives:

This was a special programme organized by DSS 

successfully with the objective of empowering 

the dalit women in villages.

DSS has organized Workshops for the newly 

elected gram panchayat Presidents, Vice- 

Presidents, Ward members and Mandal Parished 

Territorial Constituency (MPTC) members in the 

states of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana. The 

trainings were focused on 

1. Panchayat Raj Act

2. Roles and Responsibilities of Panchayat Raj 

leaders

3. Personality development 

4. Gender Perspective 

5. Awareness on SCSP/TSP and SC,ST 

(PoA)Act

These workshops for the Panchayat Raj leaders 

is significant as they play a key role for the 

progress of the villages and in implementation of 

various schemes and works that impact the 

livelihood of dalit women in the villages.  Due to 

the policy of reservation for women and dalits in 

the elections for panchayat raj , number of 

women representatives were  also there and it is 

all the more important to see that the women 

leaders are allowed to exercise their powers and 

functions,  instead of their husbands.  These 

workshops served this purpose  also.
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Public Hearings/Round Table Conferences 

(RTC)

Public Hearings and Round Table Conferences 

are conducted almost every year to focus the 

plight of the victims in accessing justice and the 

apathy of the justice administration system.

The Objectives of Public Hearings and Round 

Table Conferences are:

Sharing and understanding of the agony of 

the victims in accessing justice and the 

psychological trauma they are undergoing 

after the violence.

To sensitize the various personnel involved 

in the administration of justice. 

To sensitize the public at large about the 

way justice system operates in case of dalit 

women. 

To share the experiences of DSS team.

·  To share the ground realities pertaining to 

impunity. 

To share the ground realities of Anganwadi 

Centres, Schools and Social Welfare Hostels. 

To share the situation of elected dalit 

women representatives of Panchayat Raj. 

Public Hearings and Round Table Conferences 

are organized at district and state level involving 

victims & witnesses, higher officials of all 

concerned departments of the government, 

Commissions, advocates, social activists, 

reputed intellectuals of state and national 

eminence and media.  All these years, Public 

Hearings served the purpose of accessing justice 

to the victims, sensitizing the officials and public 

at large through media.  Each time, a few 

instances of about 20 to 30 atrocities involving 

gross injustice are taken up with documentation 

˜

˜

˜

˜

˜

˜

of all meticulous details and presented before the 

selected Jury.  The victims/witnesses themselves 

explain the atrocity and their plight in accessing 

justice, the hurdles they faced in the process.  The 

concerned officials present make a note of the 

lapses and give public assurances for resolving 

the lapses.  DSS further pursues the issues with 

the officials to see that the promises made by 

them are implemented and in most cases, DSS is 

able to resolve even the complicated problems 

like inclusion of relevant sections, production of 

certificates, payment of compensations, change 

of public prosecutors etc.  During the past 15 

years DSS organized  public hearings and  round 

table conferences.  The juries were each time 

constituted with persons of credibility, integrity 

and intellectual eminence.  

Methodology and broad structure of public 

hearings

Each State level public hearing would be either 

a one day or two-day event and would consist 

of  breakup of sessions, as per the number of 

cases selected for presentation. The modalities 

used are:

1. Testimonies by victims, their parents 

wherever relevant and the hurdles they are 

facing in getting justice.

2. Witnesses to corroborate the version of the 

victims. 

3. Case studies of  each atrocity or other form 

of violation of the rights of dalit women or 

girl child.
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4. Fact Finding Reports or other relevant data 

concerning the incidents, the village and 

progress of the case, detailing shortfall in 

the implementation of law and procedures.

5. Preparation and submission of jury kit to 

the jury members and media containing all 

details of each incident and the names and 

details of the victims/witnesses that are 

going to present their testimonies.

Public hearings/RTCs provide an opportunity 

for a general sensitization of the society at large 

through media and every public hearing and 

round table conference served 

this purpose.  All these events 

were covered in leading TV 

channels and press, including 

national English daily like the 

Hindu, thereby giving voice to 

the issue of injustice to dalit 

women and girl child.  DSS 

always involved other dalit 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  r i g h t s  

organizations, political parties in 

the public hearings, thereby 

providing them an opportunity 

to directly see and listen to the 

plight of dalit women.  

DSS was able to facilitate the victims to gain 

confidence through these public hearings and 

assist them in getting the hurdles resolved, get 

compensation etc.  

Having conducted state level public hearings to 

focus the plight of victims and to render justice, 

DSS trained the women collectives of district to 

gather data, document the injustices in the 

process of implementation and  conduct district 

level public hearings and round table 

conferences, to solve serious cases of the district. 

No. of Cases Presented in State level Round
Table Conferences & Public Hearings
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Campaigns /RadhaYatras:

Conducting RadhaYatra as a campaign method is not uncommon in India.  Almost all leaders of 

political parties went around the country/state in this type of RadhaYatra in luxurious buses, vans to 

reach to the people and campaign their programmes, manifestos etc. But none from rights 

organizations, conducted this type of  RadhaYatra to campaign on rights themes.  DSS had taken up 

this novel and effective programme and conducted RadhaYatras on a regular basis, campaigning on 

various themes concerning the rights of dalit women and girl children.

RadhaYatra of DSS in two ordinary lorries  which are decorated with flexi banners of the main theme, 

with a band of 100 activist dalit women.  The route is organized in such a way that almost all nerve 

points in the State are touched.  Usually, the march goes for a 10 day period and the 100 band of 

activists will be on the move from the first to the last day.  The team of RadhaYatra would reach the 

specified destinations and address the dalits and general public and enlighten them on the theme, 

with speeches, pamphlets, posters and booklets. 

Radha Yatra has the special advantage of reaching to the nook and corner of the state and atrocity 

prone remote villages.  Those of the people who have less mobility and opportunity to participate in 

any programme outside their villages, will have the chance to know about the rights etc in this unique 

programme of reaching the people.  Another advantage of RadhaYatra is that it helps in sensitizing the 

entire society about the plight of dalit women and girl children, as the yatra goes to each town/village 

and is advertised through posters and pamphlets.  Yet another advantage is that at each place in the 

State the media covers the event and the theme and speeches, thereby focussing the dalit women and 

girl children plight continuously for the period of 10 days.  This helps in sensitizing the society at large.

DSS takes great pride in recording that through RadhaYatras of the past 15 years, the team travelled 

22372 kilometres in terms of distance, contacted 5483 villages, 235 mandals, 9 districts, addressed 

376 public meetings, involved 3,99,500 people. The table below give the details.

S.No Year Starting to Theme Kilometers Team of Persons
ending dates

1. 2008 Dalit Rights 3950

2. 2010 15/11/2010 to Qualitative Hyderabad to 3 Decorated Vehicles
23/11/2010 childhood to Dalit Visakhapatnam

Girl Children  4064 Kms

3. 2011 05/11/2011 to Campaign for Visakhapatnam to
14/11/2011 accessing the Rights Hyderabad 60 Members

of Dalit Women and 4567 Kms
Girl children  

4. 2012 06/12/2012 to Acessing the Rights 4981
15/12/2012 of Dalit women and 80 Members

Girl children 

5. 2013 18/11/2013 to Campaign on Visakhapatnam to 
27/11/2013 SCSP/TSP Act Hyderabad 100 Members 

4900 Kms

6. 2016 01/04/2016 to Campaign on Rangareddy District
14/04/2016 Ambedkar- Women  to Visakhapatnam 100 Members

(Padayatra at all 
districts)

15/11/2010 60 Members 
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Campaign for Gender Equality

Under the auspices of UN Women, International Campaign 

against Violence on Women is conducted regularly every year. 

UN Call for an active campaign world over on this theme for 16 

days, starting from 25th November and culminating on 10th 

December Human Rights Day. All activist organizations world 

over responds to this call of UN and conduct campaign for 16 

days and sensitize the society against all forms of violence on 

women. Dalit Sthree Sakthi responds to this UN call every year 

and conducts campaign on the theme of violence against 

women.  Every year Dalit Sthree Sakthi inaugurates this  

campaign with a press conference followed by campaigns in 

villages and slums.  In these annual campaigns, Dalit Sthree 

Sakthi specially focusses on the violence going on Dalit, 

Adivasi women and girlchildren. Further, through these 

campaigns, every year Dalit Sthree Sakthi seriously focuses  

on gender inequality which is the root of all forms of 

oppression and violence against women. Through these 

campaigns Dalit Sthree Sakthi has been able to enlighten the 

public in general about the patriarchal ideology and how it is 

rooted in the minds of all. DSS through its speeches during   

the campaign educates how even women unconsciously 

adhere to the patriarchal ideology. Through posters and 

slogans the campaign highlights how caste, religion, cinema 

and even the educational system propagate patriarchal 

ideology in various forms.  During these campaigns every 

year, Dalit Sthree Sakthi conducts conferences and meetings 

also at select places by inviting local resource persons, 

thereby involving local leaders and intellectuals.   





Every organization, governments and other institutions annually celebrate certain important days 

like, International Women's day, Ambedkar Jayanthi etc.  But, these days, in some institutions are 

being celebrated as if it's an obligation.  Politicians also just go and garland Ambekar statue only for 

publicity and without any inspiration in heart of the hearts.  Some of them may not be even knowing 

why Ambedkar is garlanded and revered  and do it as an obligation, so that others may not accuse, 

that's all in it.  Over a time, the public also got tuned to this routine activity without spirit.  It is 

necessary to reverse this dispirited trend and morose way of celebrating these great days.  Hence, as a 

break, DSS devised a novel way of campaigning on a theme as part of  celebrating these important 
thdays to make them more relevant to the dalit women.  Each year, March 8 , for example is celebrated 

as  Shramika mahila dinothsavam, (working women festival).  Taking the opportunity, a campaign  
th

among the dalit women is conducted and they are explained about the significance of March 8  and 

about working women rights.    Independence Day was celebrated as a campaign and seminar on the 

topic “Dalit Women in Independent India”.  Likewise, Ambedkar Jayanthi, Republic Day  and other 

significant days were celebrated on various themes as given below: 

9. EVENTS TO  STIMULATE  -   SIGNIFICANT DAYS

Date Place Theme Number of 
Participants 
attended

26/01/2007 Press club, Vijayawada Dalit Women – Constitution 150
th th14  and 15  of Lakshmipati Gardens, 

stFebruary 2007 Kavadiguda, Hyderabad 1  Annual General body meeting 1000

08/03/2007 Press club, Vijayawada Dalit Women Self Respect Day 200

14/4/2007 to 24 districts Rathayatra to campaign on dalit rights 10000
20/4/2007

15/08/2007 UTF Hall, Kakinada, Role of Dalit Women in Independent 200
East Godavari, AP

nd19/1/2008 Ambedkar Bhavan, Guntur 2  District Conference 200

21/02/2008 Conference Hall, Madina Round Table Conference on violence 
Educational Society, against Dalit Adivasi women 80
Nampalli, Hyderabad

nd22  Feb. 2008 Mohammadi Function Hall, State General Body meeting 1000
Musheerabad, Hyderabad.

nd
11/12/2008 MDO office, Chevella, 2  District Conference 100

Ranga Reddy District, TS

14/4/2009 Press club, Vijayawada Dalit Women – Equal Opportunities 200
th th rd

25  and 26   SSS Kalyana Mandapam, 3  State Conference 1000
Feb 2009 Hyd

th18/12/2009 Press club, Hyd 4  District Conference, Hyderabad 150

23/01/2010 YMCA, Visakhapatnam 60 Years of Constitution & 20 years of 
SC, ST (PoA)Act - Review 250

25/2/2010 SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd Public Hearing on atrocity cases 1000
th26/2/2010 SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd 4   State Conference 1000

6/2/2010 Sundaraiah Vignana Kendram 200
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st th1  to 7  March Campaign in districts Qualitative Childhood To Dalit 1500
2010 Girl Children

08/03/2010 Press club, Vijayawada Qualitative Childhood To Dalit Girl 150
Children

14/04/2010 Guntur Empowerment of Dalit Women and Girl 300
Children

01/08/2010 Jubli Hall, Hyd Review on 20 Years of SC, ST (PoA) Act 1989 200

15/08/2010 Officers Club, Kakinada Campaign for Electoral Reforms in India (CERI) 500

18/10/2010 HASSS, Hyderabad Capacitating the Panchayat Raj leaders for 
effective functioning 100

th rd15  to 23  Campaign (Rathayatra) Campaign on Qualitative Childhood 5000
Nov. 2010

10/12/2010 MDO office, Round Table Conference on Violence against
Ranga Reddy District Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 100

15/12/2010 Officers Club, Kakinada Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 150

16/12/2010 Revenue Bhavan, Eluru Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 200

18/12/2010 Press club, Vijayawada Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 200

21/12/2010 Vavilala Bhavan, Guntur Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 200

4/3/2011 Indira Park, Hyd Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit 
Adivasi women and girl children 1000

th
5/3/2011 SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd. 5  State Conference 1000

15/08/2011 Press club, Vijayawada Our children in Independent India 250

06/04/2011 Press club, Vijayawada Panchayat Raj Leaders - Electoral Reforms 200

30/11/2011 Press club, Hyderabad Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit 
Adivasi women and girl children 100

7/12/2011 Machilipatnam Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit 
Adivasi women and girl children 100

8/12/2011 SC Corporation Hall, Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit 
Guntur Adivasi women and girl children 100 

13/12/2011 Jabilee Conference hall, Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit 
Eluru Adivasi women and girl children 150

14/12/2011 Officers Club, Kakinada Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit 
Adivasi women and girl children 150

15/12/2011 YMCA, Visakhapatnam Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit 
Adivasi women and girl children 150

28/6/2011 Ambedkar Bhavan, Dalit Women & Ambedkar Youth 
Chevella Associations - Electoral Reforms 220

1/3/2012 SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Public Hearing on Violence against Dalit 
Hyd Adivasi women and girl children 1000

th2/3/2012 SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd. 6  State Annual Conference 1000
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08/03/2012 Press Club, Visakhapatnam Development of Dalit Women 150

14/04/2012 8 Districts Anti-Liquor Campaign 2000

15/08/2012 Ravindra Bharathi, Inequities in Independent India 250
Hyderabad

03/09/2012 Ravindra Bharathi, Campaign on Strengthening of SC, ST Act 
Hyderabad and Proposed Amendments 200

th th6  to 14  Campaign (Rathayatra) Campaign Rights of Dalit Adivasi women 5000
Dec 2012

6/12/2012 Pressclub, Hyd Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 100

7/12/2012 Vikarabad, TS Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 100

8/12/2012 SC Corporation Hall, Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Guntur Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 100

10/12/2012 Medical Association Hall, Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Machilipatnam Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 100

11/12/2012 Jabilee Conference Hall, Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Eluru, West Godavari Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 100

13/12/2012 Officers Club, Kakinada Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 100

14/12/2012 VJA Press Club, VSP Round Table Conference on Violence against 
Dalit Adivasi women and girl children 160

th28/2/2013 SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd. 7  State Annual Conference 1500
th

29/2/2013 SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Hyd. 8  State Annual Conference 200

08/03/2013 Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd. Shramik Women – Ways Forward 150
th th12  to 27  8 districts Workshops for panchayat Presidents, 

Sep 2013 Vice-Presidents and Ward members 1500
th th

18  to 26  Campaign (Radhayatra) Campaign on SCSP/TSP Act 3000
Nov 2013

04/02/2014 St Ann’s Generalate, Legal Clinic: Way forward to reform the 
Hyderabad living law 200

22/02/2014 Ambedkar Spoorthy Rallying together civil society forces in 
B

150

08/03/2014 Rotary Club, Amalapuram ShramikaStreelu - Sadhikarata 400

15/3/2014 SVK, Hyd RTC on SC/ST Act amendments 100

14/04/2014 Press Club, Basheerbagh, Hyd. Dalit Women In Modern India 350

12/6/2014 Ravendra Baharathi Judiciary and its functioning 120
Conference hall, Hyd

15/08/2014 Vikarabad & Kakinada Role of Youth in the Society 1000

30/10/2014 Amalapuram Brain storming session on Dalit movement 100

21/11/2014 Officers Club, Kakinada Victims and Witnesses meet 120

22/11/2014 Press club, Hyd Victims and Witnesses meet 120

havan, Hyd.

4/3/2014 Ravendra Bharathi, Hyd Women’s Day Celebrations

support of Dalit women 250
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th
6/2/2015 JC Convention Centre, Vja. 9  Annual State Conference 1000

th
28/2/2015 Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd 9  Annual State Conference 1500

04/03/2015 S.V.K. Hyderabad Dalit Women – Economic Empowerment 200

6/3/2015 VJF Press club, VSP Dalit Women – Economic Empowerment 200

14/04/2015 Tank Bund Ambedkar Jayanthi Celebrations 150

15/08/2015 SVK, Hyd Independent India – Development of Women 100

26/1/2016 Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd. Give Us Our Constitution 250
th th

4 & 5  SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Enabling Empowerment: A Decades 
March 2016 Hyderabad Journey 1000

10 /3/ 2016 Ambedkar Bhavan, Vizag Dalit Women – Empowerment 300

14/4/2016 Basheer Bagh Press Club, Hyd. Ambedkar – Women 350

15/4/2016 HASSS, Secunderabad Workshop on Entrepreneur Promotion 400

15/8/2016 Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd. Break the Shackles – March Forward 
towards Real Freedom’. 300

th th15  and 19  of East Godavari & Guntur Consultations with students, Teachers, 
Nov. 2016 Parents and CSOs 400

th
25  Nov to 5 Districts Ending Violence on Dalit Women 700

th
12  Dec 2016 

3/1/2017 DSS Office, Hyderabad Dalit Women – New Endeavours 100

26/1/2017 Visva Brahmana Conference Constitution and Caste 200
Hall, Guntur, A.P

st nd21 & 22  SSS Kalyana Mandapam, Break the Barriers of Dalit Women 
Feb 2017 Hyderabad Empowerment 1500

8/3/2017 Press Club, Vijayawada, AP Dalit Women – Entrepreneurship 260

11/4/2017 Conference hall, SC Ambedkar – Women 200
Corporation, Guntur

14/4/2017 DSS office, Hyderabad Ambedkar’s Thought is a Shield to the 
Country 50

24/5/ 2017 Press Club, Gandhinagar, State Advocates Forum meet 40
Vijayawada, AP

8/7/ 2017 Conference Hall, 
Amalapuram, E.G.Dt. A.P. District Advocates Forum meet 30

27/9/2017 DSS Office, Hyderabad State Advocates Forum meet 30

15/8/ 2017 Conference Hall, 70 Years of Independent India: 
Ravindra Bharathi Inclusion & Exclusion 170

th th25  to 10  All Districts Ending Violence on Dalit Women 1000
Dec 2017

3/1/2018 Conference Hall, Quality Education for All 150
Ravindra Bharathi

26 /1/ 2018 SC Corporation Hall,Guntur Constitution and Governance 200

10/3/2018 SC Corporation Hall,Guntur Dalit Women – Empowerment 250

22/2/2018 Ambedkar Bhavan, Dalit Women – Inclusive Growth 1000
Vijayawada, AP
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6/3/2018 Conference Hall, Dalit Women – Inclusive Growth 180
Ravindra Bharathi

17/4/ 2018 SC Corporation Hall, Guntur Constitution of India: Reality 200

1/5/ 2018 All Districts National Resistance Day 200

15/8/ 2018 Conference Hall, Makineni Equality in Independent India 300
Basava Punnaiah Vignana 
Kendram, Vijayawada

6/11/2018 Hotel Swarna Palace, Prevention of all Forms of Discrimination 
Vijayawada and Violence Against Children in

Educational Institutions Bill – 2018 300
thNov 25  to 5 Districts Me Too — Dalit Women Break the Silence 

th
Dec 10  2018 International Campaign on Eradicating the 

Violence on Women 1000

3/1/2019 Conference Hall, SVK, Hyd. Education without Discrimination 100

26/1/2019 Press Club, Vijayawada, AP Reservations: Problems and Prospects 250

12/2/2019 Swarna Palace, Dalit Women Marching Ahead towards 
Vijayawada, AP Equality 800

20/2/2019 SSS Conference Hall, Dalit Women Marching Ahead towards 
Hyderabad Equality 800

8/3/2019 Press Club, Vijayawada, AP Dalit Women and Development 250

14/4/2019 Car Rally Propagation of Dr B R Ambedkar Ideology 1000

15/8/2019 Press Club, Vijayawada, AP Equality of Opportunities in Independent 
India 150

th
25  Nov to All Districts Women are not Objects – Break the 

th
10  Dec 2019 Impunity 10000

3/1/2020 Press Club, Vijayawada, AP Education – Gender Equaty 100

26/1/2020 Conference Hall, Constitution: Contemporary Challenges 150
Ravindra Bharathi, Hyd. 

12/2/2020 Swarna Palace, Dalit Women Marching Ahead towards
Vijayawada, AP Equality 800

20/2/2020 SSS Conference Hall, Hyd. Dalit Women Marching Ahead towards 
Equality 800

8/3/2020 Visvaswar Reddy Bhavan, Shamika Women Self Employment 250
Ranga Reddy District

12/3/2020 Viceroy Hotel, Guntur, AP Shamika Women Livelihood Opportunities 250

25/2/2020 Swarna Palace, Dalit Girl Children – Access to quality 
Vijayawada, AP education 700

6/3/2020 Conference Hall, Ravindra Dali Adivasi Women – Sustainable 
Bharathi, Hyderabad, TS Development 150

th25  Nov to All Districts Campaign for gender equality 2000
th

10  Dec 2020
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Annual General Body meeting is an event to look back and 
review  the work done,  accomplishments and the 
difficulties faced.    Throughout the year, the women 
collectives would be busy with field work in their respective 
places and have no chance of meeting their counter parts 
from other districts.  Annual Conferences is an opportune 
moment for all the activists to meet across the districts and 
both the Telugu states to share their experiences.  Every 
year, DSS organizes Annual Conferences, which would be 
like a mass carnival of dalit women.   About a 2000 high 
spirited dalit women from across the State gather at the 
venue which looks like  a march  giving the image of history 
in the making and  the assertion of dalit women against 
institutionalized caste discrimination.   The very fact that 
Dalit women  from  nook and corner of the State converging 
at the State Capital, that too on their own without any 
arranged transport signifies their awareness and interest in 
the rights movement.  

This occasion of large gathering of dalit women at one place 
is utilized to educate them by arranging inspiring speeches 
by stalwarts in Ambekar ideology and women rights.   
Usually, the General Body meeting goes on for two days with 
educative events.  On a few occasions, the General Body 
meeting is preceded by a Public Hearing.   Intellectuals, 
journalists of State and National stature have attended these 
mass general body meetings and addressed them.  

Annual Conferences serves the purpose of educating, 
boosting the spirit of all women activists and also sends the 
message to all sections that dalit women no longer tolerate if 
their rights are violated. Every year the Annual Report is 
released in Telugu and English languages by prominent 
people during the annual conference. 

General Body event is invariably highlighted and widely 
covered by the print and electronic media in the districts and 
states and thereby promoting visibility to the dalit women 
cause.

10. MARCHING TOGETHER --  ANNUAL STATE AND DISTRICT CONFERENCES
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No rights organization can function in isolation 

and DSS doesn't subscribe to the notion of 

isolated functioning.  In fact, the chief objective  

of DSS is to sensitize and mobilize the support of 

all sections of population at the State, National 

and International levels, to the dalit women 

movement for rights and justice.  In the past 15 

years DSS could focus the dalit women question 

on the agenda of  all, through its campaigns, 

public hearings, public meetings, protest 

actions and other activities.

Networking reflects the perception of 

interdependence of different actors within the 

communities. It is a means and carrier of 

mobilization as well as a flexibility-oriented 

organizational strategy. In this setting, DSS 

understands networking as a meaningful 

communication with other NGOs, media, 

political parties and others for the achievement 

of its goals in an atmosphere of mutual 

cooperation.   With this perspective, DSS  made 

every effort to mobilize the support of all 

possible sections, particularly, democratic 

minded organizations, political parties, women 

and dalit organizations, for the cause of 

promoting the human rights of dalit women and 

girl children.

11.  JOINING HANDS - COLLECTIVE ACTIONS 
WITH LIKEMINDED ORGANIZATIONS

Our Growing partnerships with Network 

Partners:

DSS took initiative and formed a network of 

likeminded organizations, called State Women's 

Rights Forum in the year 2008 for the purpose of 

addressing major incidents of violence against 

women at state level. 

DSS was always invited by other mass organizations 

to participate in their programmes and DSS 

always attended those events. On those 

platforms, DSS presented its views with a dalit 

women perspective, thereby advocated the 

cause of dalit women.  DSS attended umpteen 

meetings organized by Dr.Ambedkar Open 

University, University of Hyderabad, etc. 

Whenever, a democratic struggle was going on 

under the leadership of anyone, DSS always took 

part in the struggle.  When students of various 

Universities were struggling against the high 

handed and authoritarian actions of the Vice-

Chancellor, DSS was part of the struggle. In the 

recent event of discrimination of dalit scholars of 

UOH, DSS was part of the struggle of the Dalit 

Scholars.  

DSS participated, collaborated in conducting 

campaigns carried out under the auspicious of 

other NGOs and government.



When, National Dalit Movement for Justice 

launched national campaign demanding 

amendments for SC, ST (PoA) Act, DSS played an 

active role at state and national levels.  We 

conducted meetings, seminars on the issue, 

published a booklet in regional language and 

widely circulated.  Due to the concerted efforts of 

everyone at the national level, the demand was 

achieved and the Act was amended as desired by 

the people.  

DSS was part the campaign on '60 years of Indian 

Constitution' and was instrumental in the Joint 

Action Committees formed for '20 Years of SC, ST 

(PoA) Act', etc.  Similarly when dalits were 

brutrally massacred in Laximpet, Srikakulam 

district of Andhra Pradesh over land rights issue, 

State level protest against the massacre took 

place. A concerted effort of Joint Action 

Committee to punish the culprits, to do justice to 

the dalit victims of Laximpet took place under 

the united banner 'Laximpet Nyaya Porata 

Samithi'. DSS was part of this network in 

seriously building and participating in the 

movement. Likewise we collaborated with CERI 

on the issue of election reforms and conducted 

meetings in the State and translated and 

published the booklets pertaining to Electoral 

Reforms. 

DSS, not only collaborated with other 

organizations, but carried on a continuous 

contact  and rapportwith  government  

departments, rights commissions and media.  

For all the public hearings, round table 

conferences and general body meetings, DSS 

involved government officials, functionaries of 

commissions and media representatives.

As we continued to engage with dalit women 

across the two states of A.P. and Telangana, our 

work brought us into several short-term and 

l o n g - t e r m  c o l l a b o ra t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  

organizations in the region during the past 

decade.  
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The cultural team is part of DSS team and has immense 
responsibilities to carry on.  In the campaigns, trainings, 
public hearings and during General Body meetings, it is the 
cultural team that is always at the lime light.  Inspiring songs, 
dances fulfil the task of taking the message of Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, the theme of women empowerment to the public at 
large in a simple way and 

understandable language and tune.   Various concepts, practices 
and the reality of the system  are loaded into the songs in easily 
understandable language and tune and thus the cultural team 
plays a crucial role in inspiring the dalit women.  The team has 
been continuously improving the themes, the subject and the  
songs to keep abreast with the changing situation, thus 
strengthening the DSS movement.
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12.   CULTURAL TEAM



13. FELICITATIONS

DSS has come to be reckoned with as an organization with 

commitment and sincerity.  The hard work and achievements of DSS 

was recognized by all concerned.  The Commissions, the government 

and police officials, the media always appreciated DSS and their  

appreciation is expressed in various ways like, participation in DSS 

programmes as a measure of  solidarity and resolving the dalit 

women issues to their best.   DSS's work got recognition from other 

quarters also. A few reputed Governmental and Non-Governmental 

agencies conferred awards on DSS and felicitated the Convener.  
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14.  WOMEN COLLECTIVES

DSS women  collectives have been vibrant and enthusiastic to learn, to struggle and to achieve. Their 

participation in reviews, trainings has been active and lively.  Any time and any place, a hall, on the 

ground or under a tree, they assemble promptly and listen attentively. DSS encouraged participative 

learning and the dalit women always raised queries about the activities, the problems they 

encountered and the doubts they have concerning the procedures and plans.

The dalit women actively participated in protest actions like, dharnas and in meeting the concerned 

officials of the district  administration.  The dalit women collectives, organized campaigns against 

consumption of alcoholic drinks and held meetings, conducted public protests and marches with 

placards and slogans against liquor consumption. 
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Press and electronic media play a very important role in 

taking any message to a larger section of the people. A 

dharna against an atrocity may take place with 100 people, 

but if the event is reported in the news papers and TV 

channels , the news about the atrocity, the failure of the 

government machinery in rendering justice will reach 

millions of people, thereby exposing the colluding officials 

and bringing pressure on the Government to act. 

Similarly, the owes of the victims in a Public Hearing/Round 

Table Conference, the speeches in a seminar, a fact finding 

report of an atrocity—everything concerning dalit  women, 

if it is reported in the press and electronic media, it will have 

sensitizing effect on the public in general and pressurizes 

the government to rectify the injustice.  Thus, media plays 

crucial role in spreading the news and canvassing an issue.  

In the State of A.P and Telangana, DSS involved media also in 

dalit women issues.  Due to the continuous work of DSS on 

dalit women issues and the march of dalit women 

movement, dalit women got reasonable space in print and 

electronic media during the past 15 years.  Further, DSS 

established high credibility with Government officials, the 

police and the Commissions.  Due to this credibility, DSS 

could convince the concerned departments/Commissions 

to render justice and every such event was covered in the 

print and electronic media.  DSS's protest actions, its 

participation in meetings, its campaigns like the 

RadhaYatra, Public Hearings and Round Table Conferences 

got extensive coverage in the media, thereby promoting the 

cause of dalit women.  DSS involved media personnel in its 

public hearings and conferences and thereby established 

good will and credibility with the media.  Thus, DSS always 

got reasonable coverage of its activities in media.  The 

women collective members of DSS got the 'Achievement 

Awards' from TV9 channel.

 15. PRESS COVERAGE  -  MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS:
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 16. PROGRESS AND IMPACT

ü When DSS commenced its work in 2006 it was very hard to make a few women sit for 

discussing issues affecting them, but slowly they  grew and now each village collective has 

about 5 -7women and there are about 2400 village collectives unionized at mandal, district, 

state and national levels.  More than 1 lakh dalit women are actively participating in various 

activities of DSS.  They travel from their villages to mandal and district headquarters to meet 

officials and travel to Hyderabad and other far off places to attend public meetings and General 

Body meetings.  This visible quantitative and qualitative growth that occurred is due to the 

trainings and organization work of DSS in the past 15 years.  This impact is highly qualitative, 

given the fact that DSS has worked on rights mode. 

ü Many women are coming forward to join the training programmes conducted by DSS on 

ideological issues, legal issues and rights issues.

Members of women collectives are able to conduct fact finding of rights violation incidents on 

their own and able to record the same.

Successive trainings and campaigns enlightened the dangers of sending away the dalit girl 

children as domestic servants and many parents are now willing to join their girl children in 

schools.

Due to regular intervention, monitoring of all incidents of atrocities, the victims are able to 

stand up until the trial ends.  The incidence of compromising with the accused has come down 

and this gave rise to a general feeling that it is not possible to escape punishment if one 

commits a crime.  

The active presence of dalit women collectives by conducting protest actions often boosted 

their confidence and projected a united image in the perspectives of dominant castes.

Through media advocacy, DSS was able to focus a maximum number of atrocities on dalit 

women.  In particular, the public hearings and round table conferences at State and district 

levels, helped in sensitizing the media on dalit women issues.  Senior and high ranking 

journalists/Chief Editors attended DSS activities and gave extensive coverage to dalit women 

rights issues.

Through the representations of DSS to various commissions and higher officials, public 

hearings/round table conferences, the official machinery was sensitized to a lot.  Now the 

officials recognize DSS and attach lot of importance to its reports.

Almost all important officials of the State Government, of the cadres of Chief 

Secretary/Principal Secretary/DGP/DIG/S.P. have attached importance to DSS activities and 

attended its public hearings, round table conferences and other conferences at district and 

state level.

DSS could monitor continuously, follow up and get the culprits arrested, convicted thereby 

sending message that those who commit atrocities will be accountable.  In almost all the cases 

the culprits were arrested and convictions are increasing.

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

The women collectives are able to assert dalit rights and tackle  issues of domestic violence and 

alcoholism.
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ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

DSS, by organizing advocates, police, victims, witnesses and prosecutors meet, was able to 

address the gaps in the judicial process.  Such meets and lobbying by DSS made the Director of 

Prosecutions (DoP) to issue instructions to all public prosecutors in the State in dealing with 

cases of atrocities.

Constituting a panel of advocates at districts helped in tackling legal issues for the women.  

Situation in the social welfare hostels improved due to periodic visits and awareness meetings 

by the DSS team and women collectives.The girls have become more aware and are articulate 

in questioning irregularities and are able to give complaints.

The youth and adolescents in schools and colleges are attending the motivation camps 

enthusiastically, thereby signifying the willingness to learn and transform.

Sarpanches (village government heads), Panchayat (village government body) members are 

becoming aware of what their rights and responsibilities are due to the trainings imparted to 

them and in turn are working actively to benefit dalit communities through their positions. 

After learning about the Panchayatraj Act through these programs, women Panchayat 

members have been empowered to actively take part in Panchayat Board Meetings, sitting in 

the meetings on chairs.  

People are becoming aware of government development schemes and programs, and are 

fighting to have them implemented.

The amount of compensation granted to victims increased considerably and this impacted the 

victims not to yield to pressures of compromise and stand up with dignity.

Incidents of domestic violence is reduced in the working areas.

DSS is not only recognised in the Governmental circles, but DSS is member of vigilance and 

monitoring committees.

Women collective members are enlisted as members of school management committees.

DSS convener is nominated by the Telangana Government in the 8 member expert committee 

to draft the rules under Juvenile Justice Act. 
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Dalit Sthree Sakthi

Vision
A society in which dalit women and girl children have real 

equality, dignity, rights and equitable share in resources.

Mission
To preserve, protect and enhance the rights and entitlements of 

dalit women and girl children to capacitate them to fight against 

caste, class and gender oppression.

Objectives

v To capacitate the dalit women and girl children with 
knowledge and skills to fight against untouchability, 
discrimination, inter and intra community violence and to 
access justice.

v To access quality education for dalit girl children and make 
them potential leaders.

To support and facilitate dalit women to access rights and 
entitlements.

To establish linkages with like minded dalit and women 
organizations, networks and movements at state, national 
and international levels to influence policies and strategies 
related to dalit women and girl children.

To document and publish stories and case studies of 
resilience and leadership among dalit women and girl 
children.

To Sensitize the Policy makers, State Actors and Larger Civil 
Society towards the cause of dalit women and girl children.

v

v

v

Dalit Sthree Sakthi
Hyderabad,Telangana 
Ph : 9849451849

Dalit Sthree Sakthi
Flat No. GF1, Sudha Apartments

6/13A, Brodipet, Guntur - 522 002
Andhra Pradesh

E-mail : dss.dalitsthreesakthi@gmail.com    Website : www.dalitsthreesakthi.com
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