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Dalit Sthree Sakthi (DSS) is the only organization in the state of

Andhra Pradesh that works exclusively for the empowerment of Dalit

women. For the past five years, DSS has been implementing

programmes aimed at uniting  the dalit women onto one platform

and facilitating their empowerment so that they can defend their
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rights by questioning all violations. DSS claims to have achieved reasonable success in

this endeavor. In the last general body meeting, ordinary dalit women were able to

present their owes and articulate their experiences on their own before the officials

and expose how the police and judicial systems failed to protect their rights. Similarly

DSS was able to facilitate the dalit women in the villages to monitor, expose and question

the functioning of social welfare hostels and government schools. Members/leaders of

dalit women collectives enthusiastically participated in the huge state level campaign

“Give quality education to the dalit girl child”. The dalit women collectives are getting

consolidated and are able to move forward in the direction of empowerment. In the

recent past visible work and struggles on issues was done by DSS women collectives

than by the political parties and other rights organizations in the state.

This year’s annual general body meeting is being held in the bleak scenario of all round

deteriorating economic situation for the people, particularly for dalits. Unprecedented

rains and loss of crops had driven dalit tenant farmers to bankruptcy and many

committed suicides. The prices of all essential commodities sky rocketed and dalits are

driven to starvation due to lack of purchasing power to buy daily needs. The women lost

employment as wage labor due to the crisis in agriculture.  Added to these economic

problems the political instability in the state due to separate telangana agitation resulted

in the total laxity of the government in implementing the schemes meant for the welfare

of dalits. Welfarism has taken a back seat in the era of globalization and new economic

reforms. The education of dalit girl and boys is in a deplorable situation due to cut in

state funding.
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Violence on dalit girl children is on an increasing spate. The political instability diverted

the attention of all political parties and everyone is now engaged in various political

games and mutual bickering than on showing concern over people’s problems. No

political party is bothered to launch any struggles on people’s issues even for name sake

during last year.  While this is the bleak scenario on the one side, on the other side,

liquor business shot up in the State breaking all earlier records.  The all round economic,

political and cultural crisis had resulted in increasing the burden  on women driving

the marginalized to resort to prostitution. Thus, the State of A.P. is passing through a

overall political, economic scenario during the last year which is highly disturbing and

discouraging.

Despite all odds, DSS carried on its activities in full swing. During the preceding year

DSS addressed more than 100 incidents of violence on dalit women and girl children

and stood in support of the victims. In an incident in Vijayawada when a new born baby

of dalit women disappeared, DSS intervened and exposed how the government hospital

staff stealthily sold the child. The perpetrators were arrested and the child was restored

to the mother. In another incident a dalit girl was gang raped and later she died due to

negligence of the doctors.  Mr. R.Pothuraju, a watchman of a building under construction

in Hyderabad complained and stopped prostitution going on in one of the residences of

the building.  The culprits were enraged over this and took revenge by gang rape of his

daughter, Ms.Triveni, a 12 year old girl child.  The girl was admitted in the Gandhi General

Hospital where she died due to the negligence of the doctors.  DSS intervened and

exposed this gruesome incident. So far the culprits are not arrested. In another incident

DSS fought against the school teachers who discriminated and harassed a dalit girl by

name Ms.Renuka and driven her to commit suicide. Likewise, DSS rescued another dalit

girl who was sexually exploited and forced to play in blue films by a retired army colonel

in Secunderabad.  Similarly DSS got arrested a house owner and his friends who together

raped a house maid.  These and a number of other incidents detailed in this report are

only the tip of iceberg of escalating atrocities on dalit girl children in the state. In most

of these cases the culprits are able to escape the clutches of law and this impunity results

in encouraging the potential perpetrators to resort to crimes on dalit girls.
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G. Jhansi

Convener
Dalit Sthree Sakthi
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Atrocities on dalit women and girls are taking place despite the coming into force of the

Constitution of India for over 60 years and 20 years of implementation of the special

enactment of SC/ST Prevention of Atrocities Act 1989. While dalits are being oppressed

in the villages on the one side, dalit women and the girls are being raped and exploited

in the urban areas on the other side. The vicious sexual culture that is spreading in the

wake of globalization is taking a toll of the dalit girls and women. The number of incidents

of sexual violence that DSS has taken up establishes this fact. Justice administration

and police establishment have not acted in any serious way to put an end to these

atrocities.  Even after 20 years of coming in to force of the Prevention of Atrocities Act,

still dalits have to struggle for its implementation. As more dalit voices are coming up

with a demand for the proper implementation of the PoA Act, a strategic offensive is

being launched by the dominant castes that the PoA Act is being misused. All these only

show that the real intention of the law makers and those who are charged with its

implementation, that this law is to be confined only to paper and not for real

implementation. The working of police and judiciary is a proof of this thinking. The

recent conviction of Sathyam Babu  is the evidence of this thinking. If dalits are the

accused, the entire police and judicial process moves on fast and dalit accused gets

convicted, but if the dalit is the complainant/victim, the entire process, from the stage

of booking the case will take place only when there is continuous pressure and the

entire process moves at a snail’s pace and  is done in a half hearted way. In all the

instances where dalit girls and women are the victims DSS has been intervening for

the past five years and supporting them from the stage of registering the case till the

end of the trial. Having completed five years in the process, DSS is celebrating its fifth

annual general body meeting to recapitulate, review its experiences and proceed further.

In this context DSS places on record its thanks to all the organizations, individuals,

government officials who cooperated with DSS in various ways.  DSS appeals to everyone

to continue to extend their support and to make the Annual General Body meeting to

the held on 4th and 5th of March 2011 a grand success.
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It is very heartening to note that in a short period Dalit Sthree Sakthi grew

into an organization capable of resolving the problems of dalit women and

show them the way. The atrocities, violence and exploitation that goes on in

the society has to be questioned by the dalit women and they have to struggle

for the education and health rights. Similarly the dalit women and the girls

should be aware of the schemes for their benefit like ‘SABALA’, ‘UJWALA

BALIKA SAMRAKSHANA PADHAKAM’ and they should also be aware of the

law on domestic violence, child marriages etc. I wish Dalit Sthree Sakthi to

work further in spreading awareness on the above aspects and I extend my

greetings to Mrs. Jhansi, Convener, DSS.

GREETINGS
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Women collectives and the victims in the meeting

The entire activities of Dalit Sthree Sakthi during the past 5 years are directed towards reaching

the goal of dalit women empowerment. Due to the facilitation of DSS the dalit women formed

themselves into women collectives and their awareness on dalit women situation has increased.

Now they are able to come forward in public and demand justice. They are also able to expose

the loop holes in the administration of justice that failed in rendering justice to them. In the

public hearing that preceded the last general body meeting the way ordinary dalit women

articulated their issues, the failure of the system, in the presence of large gathering was

revealing. The government officials and various other delegates were at awe while the dalit

women were speaking. Mr.Praveen Kumar, Commissioner, Social Welfare, appreciated the dalit

women and the DSS for facilitating them. Dalit women collectives were able to assert their

rights in many incidents and see that many government schemes were implemented. In East

Godavari and Krishna districts the dalit women fought against the liquor shops in their villages

and got them removed. Many activities of women collectives were reported in the print and

electronic media. One leading TV channel in A.P., TV9 selected Mrs. Mariamma of Machilipatnam

women collective for the TV’s annual NAVEENA award for the successful women in achieving

women empowerment. This is a credit for women collectives and DSS.

Likewise, DSS activities for the protection of dalit girls achieved recognition. The pamphlet

printed and distributed by DSS in the campaign for the dalit girl child was printed by leading

Telugu news paper ANDHRA JYOTHI. This shows the importance given to DSS and its activities

by the media. The entire campaign on dalit girl child was successful by the active participation

of members of dalit women collectives. Similarly dalit women collective members are active

in monitoring the working of anganwadi centres, government schools, and social welfare

hostels. In the incidents of day to day domestic violence that goes on in the dalit colony the

women collective members intervene and resolve.

5 years ago it was a difficult exercise to enroll dalit women as members of women collectives

and to explain them about their rights. But over a time, they are not only articulate but are able

Dalit Sthree Sakthi - Activities

to take up struggles and resolve problems on

their own. This is the result of continuous

facilitation by DSS.

Annual District Conferences

District level Round Table Conferences (RTC)

were held on the theme of  ‘violence on dalit

women and girl children’ on the eve of 5th
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Dist. Judge addressing
the gathering

Annual District Conferences.  The Round Table Conferences were held from 10th - 21st December

2010 in respective districts as follows:

Ranga Reddy District – 10/12/2010:  In the RTC held at MDO office, Chevella, the Program

Manager has presided over the RTC and has briefed about the incidents of violence and rights

violation. A total of 8 major cases of violence and 15 issues of rights

violations have been presented. The Convener detailed the objectives

and how these conferences are being held after a mammoth campaign

on child rights. B Goutham Prasad – Secretary of District Legal Services

Authority and   Additional District Judge, representatives of various

political parties, representative from DRDA, Satyavathi from RADS,

youth from various mandals, women collective members and victims

participated in the Round Table Conference.

The victims of mass attacks from Dusarakunta Tanda and Chenvelli have detailed about the

mass attacks, the inaction of the police, the social boycott after attack etc. The mother of

deceased Renuka has detailed the manner in which her daughter was harassed and the way

she committed suicide and the inaction of the police and the other departments until this day.

Likewise the women collectives from various villages have detailed about the issues village

wise which includes the government schemes such as pensions, NREGA, etc, the specific

violations in the housing scheme, drinking water, PDS and land problems.

Responding to the victims,  Mallesh from CPI has appreciated the services of DSS and has

expressed the solidarity of their party. He also promised to take up these issues with their

state leaders in order to resolve them. Satyavathi from RADS has said that getting educated is

the only remedy to come out of poverty and resolve all other issues. She appreciated the work

being done by DSS in bringing out all these issues in to limelight and presenting before the

larger civil society including the concerned officials.  Satyannaraya from DRDA has said that

‘the incidents which have been presented today are pathetic and the services rendered by DSS

in these remote areas is really appreciable’ and has assured to resolve the issues pertaining to

NREGA.

The Chief Guest B Goutham Prasad responding to the victims has said : ‘ it is surprising  that

such a sorrowful incidents have taken place in a district which is nearer to the state capital. My

heart was broken while hearing these incidents, one of the possible ways to come out is to stay

united and put a stop to these attacks from the dominant communities’.  He also said that we

need to get our children educated and bring them on to the main stream. He has assured to

pursue these cases.
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DEO of Visakhapatnam District and Convener - DSS

SP - East Godavari Dist. & Convener - DSS

The conference was concluded after sharing of experiences by the women collectives.

Visakhapatnam 14/12/2010: The RTC was

held at YMCA, Visakhapatnam and the

participants were briefed about the objectives.

8 major cases of violence and 10 violations

pertaining to anganwadi centres, schools,

hostels etc were presented. M Suryanarayana,

DEO, Sunanda from Women & Child Welfare

department, Prof Venu, G Papa Rao & P Isac,

advocates, Syamsundar – Director SOS and other dalit and human rights organizations

participated. The victims themselves have narrated the agony they went through. Responding

to the violations in the schools the DEO has said that the issues can’t be resolved immediately

and has assured to resolve them in due course. He has asked to be in regular touch and pester

him by reminding time and again and has promised to extend his cooperation to DSS.

Sunanda from ICDS has detailed about various services provided by their department and has

assured to take up all these violations in the anganwadi centres to the notice of the PD and at

the same time has said about their constraints in providing own building as the site is to be

allocated either by the corporation or the Panchayat.

All the other participants have expressed their solidarity and have promised to extend their

full cooperation to DSS in future.

East Godavari 15/12/2010: The RTC was held at Officers

Club, Kakinada. 15 cases of major violence and 25 incidents

of violations were presented. G Srinivas IPS –

Superintendent of Police (SP), district heads of all political

parties, representatives of various like minded

organizations have participated. The victims have narrated

the incidents. Responding to the victims the SP has appreciated the services rendered by the

DSS team in the district and has said that there is every possibility to correct them with the

feedback given by the organizations like DSS. He has detailed about various steps initiated by

the police to lessen the violence and has promised to initiate immediate action on all the

cases presented.

All the political parties have appreciated the work done by DSS and  promised to extend their

supportive hand to DSS in building pressure on the government for necessary action. Likewise
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Officers of Social Welfare & Women and

Child Welfare Depts., Convener - DSS

the representatives of all the like minded organizations have expressed their solidarity and

cooperation.

 West Godavari 16/12/2010: The RTC was held at Revenue

Bhavan, Eluru, wherein 6 cases of major violence and 15

incidents of violations were presented. Chaitanya Murali –

Assistant Commissioner Prohibition & Excise, Krupakar –

Incharge DEO, Rattayya – Rtd Addl SP, Vamananand – Buddha

Dhamma Prachara Trust, Mani Singh – Rtd Principal, M

Sitaram – CPM, Vijaya Laxmi – IDWA, V Prasad – CRY, B Raju

– KVPS and other like minded organizations have

participated. Chaitanya Murali has said that the situation of

women is vulnerable and of the dalit women is still vulnerable. The women didn’t have any

rights prior to the Hindu Marriage Act. To come out of the present situation the best way

possible is to stay united and fight against all odds, likewise lessen the dependency on the

government as it is not in a position to help us out and we need to strive hard on our own.

Krupakar has said that he will extend all necessary support to resolve the issues in the schools.

Being the in charge of RVM, he said that he will send the proposals for approval, likewise he

has also promised to negotiate with the women & child welfare dept to sort out the issues.

The representatives of all like minded organizations and other dignitaries present have

expressed their solidarity and cooperation.

Krishna District 18/12/2010: The RTC was held at

Press Club, Vijayawada. 15 cases of major violence and

25 incidents of violations were presented. The

representatives of Social Welfare Dept, Women & Child

Welfare Dept, Child Line, Prof Swaroopa Rani and other

like minded organizations have participated. In response

to the violations in the hostels and anganwadi centres

the representatives of the concerned departments have

promised to solve them as early as possible. John Raj

from Child Line has said that the women rights protection forum has been recently formed in

the district under the chairmanship of the collector and he is one of the members. He has

promised to take up the issues of women in the forum apart from pursuing the issues of girl

child through child line. Prof Swaroopa Rani has said that the dalit women are the back bone

of the dalit movement and we need to take the leadership forcibly as the dalit men never give

8 DALIT STHREE SAKTHIANNUAL REPORT - 2010

Asst. Commissioner Prohibition &

Excise Dept., West Godavari Dt.



to us, likewise we need to capacitate ourselves to address our issues. The other dignitaries

present have expressed their solidarity and cooperation.

Convenrer - DSS, District Social Welfare Officer &

Inspector - Women Cell

Guntur District 21/12/2010:  The RTC was

held at Vavilala Hall, Guntur. 4 cases of major

violence and 12 incidents of violations were

presented. Shoba Rani – District Social Welfare

Officer, Ratna – Women Inspector deputed by

the SP, Swaroopa Rani from DRDA, Re

presentatives of other like minded orga

nizations have participated. The DSWO

responding to the issues pertaining to the hostels has said that many steps have been initiated

to curtail the violations in the hostels, likewise the frequency of the visits by the concerned

officers to the hostels has been increased. She has promised to look into the specific issues

brought to her notice. She appreciated DSS for holding such a platform for dalit women to

discuss on their issues. Ratna has agreed that the violence on dalit women and girl children is

increasing day by day and we need to stand united and fight against the violence. She assured

to take necessary action in the cases presented by taking them to the notice of the SP. Swaroopa

Rani has detailed about the services rendered by DRDA and has promised to solve the pending

issues pertaining to their dept. The representatives of like minded organizations and other

dignitaries have expressed their solidarity and cooperation.

The women collectives have actively participated in all the districts. They were successful in

clearly articulating on behalf of the victims, discuss with the concerned officials and whenever

necessary they even questioned the officials.

Impact:

- A platform for dalit women to demand justice

- Much visibility through print and electronic media

- Increase in the levels of confidence among the victims and witnesses

- Increase in the accountability of the concerned departments

- Good rapport developed with the district officials for the DSS teams at district level

- Much clarity for the women collectives, increase in the confidence levels and felt the need

of their effective role
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State Annual Conference

Public Hearing On Violence and Violations

against Dalit Women and Girl Children :

A state level public hearing was organized by

DSS on 25th February at Hyderabad.  The

participants are victims and witnesses of

various instances of violence & violations,

state actors, senior advocates of high court,

journalists, academicians, subject experts,

chief functionaries of state level like minded

organizations, women collective members of

DSS from 8 districts. 18 cases of major violence were presented in the public hearing.

A 2 day mammoth program of dalit women was planned at state level and as part of it on the

first day public hearing has been organized and on the second day public meeting was held.

The program was inaugurated with flag hoisting by Bojja Tharakam, Senior Advocate of High

Court, followed by lighting of the lamp by all the dignitaries on the dais. The Convener-DSS

gave a brief introduction of the objectives of  the public hearing as follows:

- Sharing and understanding the agony of the victims in accessing justice and the

psychological trauma they are undergoing after the violence.

- To share the violations in anaganwadi centers, government schools and social welfare

hostels.

- To analyze the way justice system is functioning and the feelings of impunity of the

perpetrators  of violence.

- To sensitize the various personnel involved in the administration of justice.

- To sensitize the public at large about the way justice system operates in case of

dalit women

- To share the experiences of DSS team

- To share the situation of elected dalit women representatives of Panchayat Raj

- Expected outcome is to work out strategies for ways forward in accessing justice and

increase the accountability of the government actors.

In the inaugural address Tharakam has said that the only way left out for us is to revolt against

injustice and capture power. Day by day the violence on dalit women is increasing in various

new forms and the administration is backing them and suppressing the cases with many new
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strategies. The police are going to an extent of referring the cases as false and the judiciary

going further ahead by giving anticipatory bails or quashing the cases by violating the Act. On

the other side serious efforts are being put to impound the SC/ST Act on the pretext that it is

being misused. Therefore we need to move forward in two angles, one for protecting the Act

and the other for the effective implementation of the Act.

Prof Vinodini said that the dalits are vulnerable and the dalit women are vulnerable among

the vulnerable. We are looked at inhumanely by both, the outsiders as well as the husband.

Therefore there is every need that we have to capacitate ourselves, organise ourselves and

fight against injustice.

Girija said that it is the dalit women who are skilful and work hard the whole day to earn their

livelihood and it is they who face lot of violence from both the family and society. The impact

falls on the children and their lives are being ruined. Therefore we need to vastly increase the

percentage of education in dalit girl children in order to protect them from this vulnerable

situation.

Jajula Gowri – Advocate said that legally we are down the ladder and hence the dalit women

are being denied justice. Even the judiciary is in a helpless situation in accessing justice to

dalit women. Therefore we need to empower the dalit women legally and wage a legal battle

to access justice

Sajaya, a freelance journalist has said that even the print and electronic media discriminate

the dalit women and their issues are not a priority to them. But there is every need to bring

much visibility for the cause and main stream the dalit women and girl children. Therefore we

need to sensitize the media so that our issues are their priority and much visibility is given to

us.

Cases presented before the jury:

Kidnap and gang rape:  Kandikatla Mani Kumari (15) detailed with great agony the way she

was taken away on the pretext of a good job and later gang raped by 3 persons continuously

for about 10 days, likewise raped by the police for 3 days in the police station during their

custody. She was in tears while saying about the way the investigation of the case went and

ultimately she was portrayed as prostitute and the case was closed as false complaint.

Cheating and Desertion: Pathivela Sharon Kumari (22) said how she was cheated in the

name of love, often beaten by her husband, forcibly aborted, deserting her while she was

pregnant, ill treatment and caste discrimination by her husband and in-laws. She narrated

how painful it is to stay with the parents along with the child.

Cheating Desertion and false case: Pitla Suvarna(28) detailed about the way she was cheated

though she had a baby. Further how she is being harassed with a false case stating that she is

already married. She burst into tears and said that even the concerned Deputy Superintendent
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of Police has expressed his inability to do justice to her. She said that she does not have anything

even to sustain as they have sold the small piece of land to meet the expenses for the case.

 Sexual exploitation: Jyothi (14) said how her mother was harassed by her step father and

the way she committed suicide unable to bear the harassment. Later she detailed how she was

sexually exploited forcibly by her step father and made pregnant.

Abetment to Suicide: Prasanna Kumar, father of deceased B. Anusha(20), degree final year

student of Villa Marie College detailed about the caste discrimination she faced in the college,

the irresponsible behaviour of the management and the way she has jumped from the 4th

floor and committed suicide.

In the same way the other cases such as Ghanta Sirisha (14) rape and murder in the school at

Gudivada, Krishna district narrated by the deceased father, Geddam Narsamma (20) of Pudur,

Ranga Reddy being cheated and deserted, Godata Laxmi (40) the dalit surpanch of Divili , East

Godavari harassed by dominant community, Meriga Bhavani (15) of Tumuluru, Guntur District

rape and murder detailed by deceased mother , Badugu Vani(20) Baduguvari Peta, East Godavari

cheating in the name of love, Gollapalli Devamma (42) Varikuntapadu , Nellore District victim

of  caste abuse, attack and alienation of land.

Justice in victim’s perspective:

- Mani Kumari : All the accused including the police be arrested immediately

- Sharon Kumari: Husband and in laws should be punished severely so that another dalit

girl will not face the same problem

- Suvarna: I lost what all I had, but justice has not been done. Inept police officers should be

dismissed with immediate effect.

- Jyothi: I lost my mother. I have a brother and sister. Who will look after us? Please search

and bring back my father

- Deceased Sirisha’s father: I don’t have anybody. I am alone. Please do justice for me

- Narsamma: I want back my husband

- Laxmi: Either you see that accused is arrested or else I will kill him

- Deceased Bhavani’s mother: I became heart patient after the death of my daughter. I dont

no how long I will live, but I am going to kill him before I die if justice is not done to me

- Vani: I want father for my son

Likewise some violations in anganwadi centres, schools and social welfare hostels were

presented.

The pathetic situation of school in Vijayanagar colony, Hyderabad, Mandal Parishad Elementary

school in Kotta Ganesuni Padu, Primary school, Pedakakani, Primary school, Tarakaramanagar

in Guntur District. Mandal Parishad elimentary school, B savaram , Mandal Parishad elimentary

school, Kandikatla, Residential school at Mummudivaram, Primary school at Edarapalli in

East Godavari were detailed.
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The vulnerable situation in social welfare hostel for girls in Payakapuram, Vijayawada,

Piduguralla, Rajagari thota and Vedulla Palli in Guntur District were presented in detailed.

The violations in anganwadi centres at Nidamarru, Kuragallu, Peda Kakani, Gaddipadu,

Kottaganesunipadu in Guntur District and the centre in MCH colony, Hyderabad were explained

in detail.

Commissioner Social Welfare after hearing all the incidents was disturbed and shocked. He

said “I feel shy that I am unable to do justice to you all, though I am an IAS officer. It is true that

the legislature, executive and judiciary will not help us. It is we who need to wage a courageous

battle united. As the commissioner social welfare I am always at your service and I will

do to my  best to access justice to you. The actions taken by me after resuming my charge

(i) withdrawing all the male staff from social welfare hostels for girls (ii) thoroughly monitoring

the implementation of the hostels     (iii) streamlined the scholarships.”

He has promised the victims to do justice at the earliest and has assured that he will take

necessary action and see that the concerned officers act accordingly.  He has also promised to

give a toll free number which can be accessed throughout the state and has asked DSS to take

the responsibility of monitoring the toll free number. He has suggested DSS to join the state

level vigilance and monitoring committee for which he is the nodal officer.  The Commissioner

appreciated the work of DSS and has said that though he has a busy schedule, but still has

stayed for a long time to pass a message that he is with DSS.

Annual General Body Meeting :

The 4th Annual state general body meeting was held at Hyderabad on 26th February 2010. The

photos of Dr BR Ambedkar and Savithri Bai Phule were garlanded. The meeting was presided

over by Jhansi Geddam Convener, DSS and the other dignitaries on the dais were Bojja

Tharakam, Senior Advocate, High Court, Elisha, Director, National Commission for Scheduled

caste, Prof. Sunitha Rani of Central University, Korivi Vinay Kumar DBF and K Suresh. Jhansi

in her presidential address has detailed about the work done by DSS for the past one year,

briefed about the developments in the Public Hearing held on the previous day and the objective

of the general body.

Bojja Tharakam in his inaugural address recollected his childhood and said that he used to

accompany his mother while she was going for daily labour. They use to go even 50 kilometres

by walking for work. Since they forcibly joined him in a school he got educated and ultimately

became a famous lawyer. He said: “ Only by possessing land we will get self respect. If not we

will have to depend on the dominant communities, remain as bonded labourers and we will

be forced to starve even if we don’t get work for a day. We also need to get our children educated.

The government will bring policies against us, the officers and the police will not help us. The

government officers are meant to serve us but they never come for our rescue when any

13 DALIT STHREE SAKTHIANNUAL REPORT - 2010



injustice is being done to us.”  He appealed to stand united, wage the battle courageously and

achieve rights as well as land and other entitlements. He assured his continuous support to

DSS.

Later the Annual Report was released by Elisha – Director, National Commission for Scheduled

Castes in the presence of Bojja Tharakam and the first copy was given to Mani Kumari the

victim of gang rape.

Elisha the chief guest of the programme explained in detail about the history starting from

the discrimination in the liquor consumed by the dominant communities which was opposed

in those days by Goutham Buddha and he narrated how Ambedkar having under gone all

A Declaration was adopted as follows:

- To strengthen further the women collectives and mainstream them by ensuring their

presence in the statutory bodies

- On the eve of 100th year of International Women’s Day a week long celebrations starting

from 1st to 8th  March on the theme” QUALITATIVE CHILD HOOD TO DALIT GIRL CHILD”

- To formulate strategies to overcome the gaps of intra and inter community violence and

strengthen the task force team.

- To capacitate the dalit women and enable them to access the entitlements and emphasizing

much on NREGS.

- To bring out good models in anganwadi centers, govt. schools and social welfare hostels

through more effective monitoring.

- Advocacy and lobby and intensify the legal battle.

- To build pressure on the government for pro

dalit women and girl child policies.

14 DALIT STHREE SAKTHI

Director - National SC Commission handing

over the 1st copy of Annual Report to the victim

sorts of discrimination has fought against

untouchability and has promoted Buddhism. He

appreciated the ways DSS has spread underneath

into 1200 villages and efforts of its convener, G.

Jhansi. He explained about the laws for the

protection of dalits and how they are not properly

implemented.  He has assured that National SC

Commission shall remain with DSS in the battle

for justice to dalit women.

Team Members releasing the Declaration
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The News Paper Clipings of District and State General Body Meetings
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DSS has taken up various activities in the direction of reaching the goal of dalit women

empowerment. Dalit woman issues were brought on to centre stage while conducting women

related celebrations like International Women’s Day and other progrmmes like the review of

60 years of working of Indian Constitution, 20years of implementation of SC/ST (PoA) Act.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY CELEBRATIONS

HIGH LIGHTS OF DSS ACTIVITIES

Introduction

On the eve of International Women’s Day every year Dalit Sthree Sakthi organizes week long

campaigns with a specific theme from 1st to 8th March. The theme for this year’s campaign is

“Qualitative Childhood for Dalit Girl Children”. Likewise this year we also named the

International Women’s Day as “Shramika Mahila Dinothsavam”. The week long campaigns

were celebrated division wise from 1st to 7th March and the concluding State level meeting was

conducted at Vijayawada on 8th March. The brief details of the campaign are as follows:

Division/District: Machilipatnam / Krishna :

The meeting was organized under the leadership of the Machlipatnam Divisional Organizer

with 50 women collective members from 3 mandals. The District Coordinator (DC) invited the

dignitaries on to the stage.  The meeting was started with a song by the cultural team. Addressing

the gathering the DC said about the present situation of dalit women and the need of qualitative

childhood for dalit girl children.  State Coordinator (SC) briefed about the various circumstances

that make dalit girl children vulnerable.  He also explained in detail the various rights and

entitlements of dalit girl children that help them to come out of this helpless situation.  He

motivated the dalit women to play active role in achieving their rights by fighting against

atrocities and questioning the government. Mangamma, State Women Collective member

detailed about the issues in the district including the Karagraharam land issue and stressed
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the need of the community staying united to achieve their rights. The meeting concluded with

a song by cultural team after the vote of thanks by the Divisional Organizer.

Division/District: Gudiwada / Krishna :

Gudiwada Divisional Organizer organized the meeting with 67 women collective members

from 3 mandals. District Coordinator presided over the meeting. The dignitaries on the dias

are Vijaya Lakshmi, MDO, Bhanumathi, CDPO - ICDS, State Coordinator, DSS and Padma - State

Women Collective. The MDO in her speech said that the dalit women should be assertive as

the atrocities on them are increasing.  She also mentioned that there are many welfare

programmes for women and they have to be implemented properly so that one can see the

development of women. CDPO - ICDS has appreciated DSS first of all for conducting awareness

programmes for dalit women.  She appreciated the role of DSS in standing by the side of the

victims of atrocities.  She assured her support to DSS regarding any services of ICDS.  State

Coordinator analyzed the ways in which dalit girl children are becoming vulnerable and the

methods of avoiding such situations. He then explained in detail the various rights and

entitlements of dalit girl children that help them to come out of helpless situation.  He motivated

the dalit women to take an active role in achieving their rights by fighting against the injustice

by questioning the government.  The meeting concluded with a song by cultural team followed

by vote of thanks by Divisional Organizer.

Division/District: Filmnagar / Hyderabad :

A meeting was conducted at Film Nagar in Hyderabad. The meeting was presided over by the

DC and about 80 women collective members spread over 40 slums have participated. Convener-

DSS  attended the meeting as chief guest and the state team has also participated. The State

Coordinator stressed the need for the mothers to provide nutritious food for the girl children

and the need to  treat them equally.  He asked them to make good use of ICDS project which is

supposed to provide nutritious food and education for the children below 6 years. Then

Programme Manager spoke about the atrocities that the dalit women are facing regularly and

asked them to stand up to fight against problems and issues.  He also spoke about the economic

condition of dalit women, explaining the huge difference in the budget that is allotted and

that is actually sanctioned.  The Convener spoke about the class difference that is evident in

the urban slums.  She asked them to assess the difference in life styles of both the groups and

understand the reasons.  She motivated them to fight for their rights and encouraged them to

provide qualitative childhood for their children.
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Division/District: Amalapuram I / East Godavari :

Amalapuram Divisional Organizer arranged a meeting at Katrenikona,  which  was attended

by 95 women collective members from 3 mandals.  Vamana Murthy, MPP attended the meeting

as the Chief Guest.  The other dignitaries on the dais were Nalla Narasimha Murthy, MPTC,

Prasad - Superintendent of MDO Office, Nirmala, Sarpanch of Katrenikona, Nalla Rambabu,

Sarpanch of Koppigunta, Lakshmi Dharma Rao - ZPTC, Sujatha - State Women Collective, District

Coordinator and State Coordinator from Hyderabad. DC in her presidential address briefed

about the campaign and how DSS is taking forward the slogan of qualitative childhood for

dalit girl children. The Supt of MDO has said that the women have to take an active role in

questioning the government. He called upon them to struggle for their entitlements and succeed

in getting the schemes. He assured full support from the government.  State Coordinator quoted

Dr. BR Ambedkar, “The development achieved in the dalit women is the scale to measure the

development of the society” and  said that the society has to strive for mainstreaming the dalit

women and girl children.  Divisional organizer proposed vote of thanks.

Division/District: Amalapuram II / East Godavari :

In the meeting held at Allavaram 90 women collective members from 3 mandals have

participated. The dignitaries on the dais were GP Naidu,  Superintendent of MDO Office, Sridevi

MPTC, Sudarshan Rao, Sarpanch of Allavaram, Dasari Mani, Pushparajyam Ex sarpanch of

Mogallmuru and State Coordinator.  The programme started with a song by the participants.

The participants were very active and the meeting was well organized.  State Coordinator

spoke about the campaign and briefed about the activities of DSS  for the empowerment of

dalit women. He stressed the need to utilize ICDS programme for better childhood of their

children. Naidu assured his support for the welfare of the dalit women.  He said that any issue

brought to his notice will be solved within no time. He also asked the group to let him know

on the status of Anganwadis in their areas.  Dasari Mani and few others from Thadikona

raised  the issue of lack of bus facility and the problems  faced due to liquor belt shop.

Division/District: Rajahmundry / East Godavari :

Rajahmundry Divisional Organizer arranged a meeting at Anaprthi with 85 women collective

members from 3 mandals.  The dignitaries on the dais are Srinivasa Rao,  Narsimha Murthy

and the State Coordinator. State Coordinator has asked the women to come forward when

issues arise in the community and to be united. He called upon them to utilize the government

schemes, especially those for the welfare of the children so as to  provide the children good

education,  healthy growth and better future.
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Division/District: Chevella / Ranga Reddy :

The Divisional Organizers of Ranga Reddy district arranged a meeting at Govt. Girls High School

campus in Shabad with 70 women collective members. The meeting was organized in

coordination with the MEO of Shabad. Musical chair was conducted for the participants along

with other games for school girls. Later in the afternoon, Victor - MRO and Vinay Kumar -

MDO attended as the guests. Prasanna Kumari - MEO presided over the programme.  Victor

explained the origin of patriarchy and various forms of suppression on women.  He asked the

women to grow as a power and to develop economically by utilizing the schemes that the

government provides. As a Mandal Revenue Officer he assured that he would help for the

welfare of women. State Coordinator spoke about the qualitative childhood for the children

especially, for the dalit girl children. Songs were sung by the elementary school children. Prizes

were distributed for the winners in games.

Division/District: Guntur (Dt)  :

The District Coordinator, Divisional Organizers conducted the meeting at Vavilala Hall with

114 women collective members. Convener-DSS was the Chief Guest and Rajeshwari CDPO

ICDS, Advocate-DSS have also participated. District Coordinator presided over the programme.

Advocate from DSS explained about the situation of the girl child and motivated the women

collectives to educate the child in better environment for better future. He added saying that

there are many atrocities on dalit women and now the women has to take good care of their

children to avoid the atrocities faced by them. Rajeshwari explained about the schemes available

for dalits. She also spoke about domestic violence and the latest law relating to it.

Division/District: Kakinada/ East Godavari :

Kakinada Divisional Organizer arranged a meeting at Kakinada with 85 women collective

members from the slums. Vidyavathi, CDPO, ICDS attended the meeting as Chief Guest,

Manjulabai, Retd Professor, Pitta Varaprasad - RPI District President, Srilakshmi and

Vijayalakshmi, advocates, were the other dignitaries on the dais. Vidyavathi spoke about the

child rights and said that they are being violated. She said that the parents have to provide

good education for better future. Manjulabai said that the responsibility to provide better

childhood and education for the children lies on the parents and the government. Vara Prasad

urged the government to give land to dalits so that they can become self-reliant. The District

Coordinator explained about the situation of the dalit girl child and about the campaign for

providing the qualitative childhood for dalit girl child.
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Division/District: Narsaraopet/Guntur :

The Divisional Organizer arranged the meeting with 120 women collective members at

Machavaram. The meeting commenced with songs by the cultural team. The Advocate from

DSS explained about the situation of the girl child and motivated the women collectives to

educate the child in better environment for better future. Administrator from DSS explained

about the importance of International Women’s Day and  motivated the women collectives to

provide  better education and environment for their children to bring social change.   District

Coordinator spoke about ICDS schemes and its implementation. The meeting concluded with

vote of thanks by the Divisional Organizer.

Public Meeting on Shramika Mahila Dinothsavam :

As part of the conclusion of the campaign, a  public meeting was held at press club, Vijayawada,

in which the  women collective members from all the districts have participated.  Jhansi Geddam

Convener, was the Chief Guest .  Jhansi, BSNL Employees Association Gen. Secretary, GDV

Prakash were also on the dais. The meeting was presided over by Krishna District Coordinator.

The Convener spoke about the class differences in the society and the poor conditions of

livelihood of dalits in  the urban slums.  She analyzed the reasons and motivated them to fight

for their rights and for providing a  qualitative childhood for their children. She explained how

DSS took up the campaign on slums, hostels, schools of dalit children for qualitative education

as part of celebrating International Women’s Day. Jhansi from BSNL explained that the parents

of dalit girl children should take responsibility to send them to school for their bright future.

The parents should take proper care and provide better environment.  Programme Manager

touched upon the present situation of the dalit girl children, the poor facilities at schools,

hostels and the need for increased budget allocations.  Vijayawada Divisional Organizer

concluded the programme with vote of thanks.

DALIT EMPOWERMENT WEEK / DALITA SADHIKARATHA VAROTSAVALU :

Social Welfare Department on behalf of the Government of Andhra Pradesh has organised

dalit empowerment week from 5th - 14th April 2010 on the eve of Jagjivan Ram and Ambedkar

birth anniversary celebrations. On 5th and 14th the birth anniversary celebrations were

celebrated at the respective statues. The week long celebrations on specific thematic areas

were organized during the day in Jubliee Hall and cultural programs were held in Lalitha Kala

Thoranam in the evenings.

7/4/10: Workshop on SC/ST (PoA) Act 1989 and PCR Act of 1955 for Scheduled Caste:

A workshop on SC/ST (PoA) Act and PCR Act was held from 10am till 7.30pm in Jubilee hall.
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Hyderabad. Bojja Tharakam Senior Advocate of

High Court presided over the workshop while

the other dignitaries on the dais were

Ramaswamy – Rtd Justice, Supreme Court,

Elisha – Director National SC Commission,

Praveen Kumar Commissioner - Social Welfare,

Jhansi Geddam – Convener DSS, Nanda Gopal –

Director Sakshi and others. Praveen Kumar

welcomed the gathering and detailed about the

objectives of the week long celebrations, the

hurdles faced while initiating the process, the role of social welfare department and the

expectations from the dalit organizations. He also said that our journey throughout these

celebrations should be towards formulating the “Hyderabad Declaration”.    In the presidential

address Tharakam detailed about the implementation of the Act, the attitude and perspective

of the concerned authorities, the problems faced by the victims in registering the case and

getting compensation, likewise the tough resistance being faced by the dalit organizations for

the effective implementation of the Act. Justice Ramaswamy shared his experience in

implementing the Act as a judge and as a member of NHRC. He also briefed about the

recommendations he made to the central government for the effective implementation of the

Act. He also shared about few judgments given by him. Elisha shared about the role of National

SC Commission, its interventions and has also detailed about the action taken by National SC

Commission in few cases. Jhansi Geddam has detailed about the pathetic situation of the dalit

women and girl children in the state, the increasing violence on them, and the hurdles faced in

accessing justice, the perspective of the concerned authorities including the other

organisations. Nandagopal has read out the proposed amendments and recommendations.

Few victims have detailed the agony they underwent and demanded for justice. In the concluding

session, responding on the role of police the Additional DG of Police – Women cell and IG PCR

cell have said that the police are always at the disposal of the victims in accessing justice

apart from few stray incidents. Likewise they also stressed that many of the cases reported are

false and which needs to be curtailed. Condemning this statement,  Tharakam said that the

misuse of this Act is less when compared with IPC, Domestic Violence Act and the way the

police are specifically projecting the misuse of this Act shows the attitude of the police. The

DSS team along with the women collectives have actively participated and raised many

unresolved issues.  The DSS cultural team enthusiastically sang the songs.
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9/4/10: Conference on Education and Employability: Prof. Enoch – Former Vice -

Chancellor, S.V. University,  chaired the workshop and in his presidential address has shared

about his experiences as Vice - Chancellor and the problems faced by the dalits during academic

pursuit and employment.  Prof Vishweshwara Rao enlightened the audience with tremendous

data on the dominance of the dominant communities in the fields of print and electronic media,

educational institutions, political arena, corporate sector etc. He suggested that the only way

out is capturing political power. Sunil Kumar – DIG of Police has explained about the pros and

cons in the IT field, the capacities of the dalit students and the need of them to be on par with

the other competitors to secure better placements.  The DSS team has stressed on the

opportunities and the space to be given to the dalit women.

10/4/10: Conference on Dalit Women and Girl Children:  The conference was chaired by

K Sunitha IAS. The other dignitaries on the dias were commissioner SW – Praveen Kumar,

DSS, Vijay Kumar – Jogini Vyathiraka Sanghatan and Sunitha Krishnan – Directer Prajwala.

Vijaya Bharathi briefly explained about the history of dalit women starting from Puranas.

She said that right from the ancient days the sudra women was very strong and due to biological

reasons the women was forced to secondary position.  Sujatha spoke on economic vulnerability

of dalit women. She said : “to access any entitlement we need to literally beg the concerned

authorities and run after them for months together. In whichever area we see, either it may

be prostitution, trafficking, jogini, all most all it will be dalit women. If we go into the reasons

for this, it is mainly lack of education and comprehensive development. In some mandals the

dalit women do not know anything about the entitlements meant for them and they do not

even know the name of SC Corporation. Hence we need to bring awareness among the dalit

women and agitate for accessing entitlements. Sunitha Rani spoke on the educational

opportunities to dalit girl child.  The only option a dalit girl child has is the government school.
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These schools instead of being the educational centres have become mere mid – day meals

centres. We need to bring drastic changes in the systems provide necessary infrastructure to

ensure quality education to dalit girl child.

Jhansi Geddam explained about inter and intra community violence on dalit women and girl

children and detailed about the present scenario in the state. The victims pertaining to 12

cases dealt by DSS have detailed about the agony they underwent.  She also made a power

point presentation of photos pertaining to deceased and survivors of atrocities. Later she

detailed about the hurdles faced right from fact finding of a case till judgement.

Sunitha Krishnan briefed about the way trafficking is going on in our state and has said that

most of them are dalit girls. She detailed how the girls are being trapped into trafficking and

said that though trafficking is a serious issue, it’s not being considered so and there is every

need to address its root causes.

Viajay Kumar spoke the temple prostitution called as basvini, jogini,  devadasi in different

areas. He said that the dalit girl children are forced for temple prostitution, it is still rampant

in some districts. The baby is dedicated for the purpose even when she is in the womb. The

person from the dominant community is the first person to have sex with her and followed by

others and it is a continuous process. Therefore we all need to collectively fight against this

issue. Daniel Vijay Prakash spoke about land and livelihood opportunities for dalits. Though

many Acts and schemes related to land have come, still land is not being accessed to dalits

because the surplus land is in the hands of dominant communities and the schemes such as

land distribution etc and Acts are to be implemented by the authorities who are also from

dominant community.  Though the land is given it is not in our possession or if the land is in

our possession the documents are not in our possession. In the land distribution scheme though

50% of the beneficiaries are dalits the land they got is hardly 5%. This shows the perspective

of government, it’s concerned departments and the dominant communities. He also said that

the government implements any orders including the court orders which are not beneficent

to the dalits. For example the court orders in the Kolleru lake have been implemented and the

land from the dalits has been taken back,  but the court orders which were in favour the dalits

of Vengamokkalapallem, Prakasam district have not been implemented though many dalits

went for public action demanding it’s implementation and some have even committed suicide.

Vasantha Kannabhiran spoke on dalit women and the gendered world. She said about the

division of women and men. Many Acts pertaining to women have come due to the movements

of dalit women, but they have been on paper only. Dalit women should know about their

rights and should march ahead towards empowerment. She said that the dalit women bear

harassment  of their husbands as they are afraid of the society, but they need to put a stop to
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it as it will have impact on children and herself. They should understand that questioning

husbands is not revolting against them but trying to change them.

Chaya Ratan Principal Secretary, Women And Child Development spoke about the services

provided by them through anganwadi centers and other programmes to dalit women and girl

children and  said that they are always at their disposal for any service and has clarified few

queries from the floor.

Commissioner, Social Welfare Department, concluded the meeting with an assurance to the

participants that immediate action will be taken on all the pending cases and has assured

that Social Welfare Department will be always with the needy dalits. Manisha Bangar, Anitha

and others also spoke.

Place: Visakhapatnam, Venue: YMCA, Date: 23rd January, 2010

DSS on behalf of The Committee for Protection

of Constitution and SC & ST (PoA) Act

organized a review meeting on 60 years of

constitution and 20 years of SC & ST (PoA) Act.

Vice chancellor of AP University of Law, Prof.

Y.  Satyanarayana attended as Chief Guest. The

other dignitaries were Bojja Tharakam, High

Court Advocate, Ganta Papa Rao, Dalit Activist

and Jhansi, Convener-DSS.

Prof. Y. Satyanarayana in his speech said that

the main architect of Indian Constitution Dr.

B. R. Ambedkar had taken care of  all the

aspects. Its implementation depends on

everyone and indulging in blame game is of

no use.  He pointed out that change was a

continuous process for betterment and

advocated for bringing about changes in the

constitution for its effective implementation.

Bojja Tharakam said the Constitution is a

sacred book and everyone, whether it is the

president of India or a police constable, had

to be governed by its provisions. Pointing out

how vested interests had tried to favour laws

to the influential people, he cited the instance
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of alleged rape of tribal women at Vakapalli in Visakhapatnam by Greyhounds constables. “Not

even a case was booked despite complaints and open statements by tribal women that they

were assaulted sexually”, he said.

Dalit Activist Ganta Papa Rao said the original residents of Visakhapatnam the fisher folk were

being displaced due to various projects. People from other areas were calling the shots in the

district.

Jhansi said special courts should be set up to try cases booked under SC & ST  (PoA) Act and

regretted that cases under the Act were not registered without the involvement of mass

organizations, defeating the letter and spirit of the enactment done two decades ago. Prof.

Nirmala, Law Professor, Andhra University, Srinivas, ARTD secretary also participated.

CONCLUDING CONFERENCE OF CAMPAIGN

The concluding meeting of the campaign at

state level was held on 30th January 2010 at

Indira Priyadarshini Auditorium, Public

Gardens, Hyderabad. The feedback and the

recommendations from the districts were

analyzed and consolidated at state level and

presented in the concluding meeting. PS

Krishnan, IAS, Former Secretary,

Government of India was the chief guest,

Bojja Tharakam, chairman of the committee, has presided over and the other dignitaries on

the dais are Jhansi Geddam of DSS, DT Naik, IPS, Addl. DGP (Retd), Korivi Vinay Kumar, President,

DBF, Jajula Gowri, Writer & Advocate, Gali Vinod Kumar, Law College, OU.

Bojja Tharakam in his presidential address briefed about its implementation in the state,

experiences in the districts. He lamented that protection is not guaranteed to the dalits under

this Act, compensation and rehabilitation assured are not available to the victims.  From the

experience of the activists in these 20 years it is evident that the implementers failed the Act.

Secondly, recollecting the situations prevailing in 1989, he raised a question as to why the

Gazette Notification of the Act was given on 30th January 1989 though the President’s assent

was given on 11th September 1989.  PS Krishnan who was instrumental in the formulation of

the Act would answer the intention of the government to relate the Act with Gandhi.  Finally,

the police, judiciary and revenue departments are the three important stake holders carrying

the responsibility of implementation. The police are to prevent atrocities, the judiciary for

speedy justice and the revenue department to provide relief and rehabilitation as per the Act.

There is a need to rethink how far these departments are effectively implementing this Act.
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All these questions should be raised and discussed by the Committee on behalf of the victims

of the atrocities and those who are prone to become victims.

In the inaugural address, P.S. Krishnan explained the situations that prevailed before 20 years.

He said that the provisions of IPC could not effectively address the atrocities committed against

dalits.  Though some special Acts were formulated to address untouchability, they were

ineffective.  Finally, after many movements, when the SC/ST (PoA) Act was being framed,

penal provisions for the most heinous acts – murder and rape were not included.  After a long

struggle it came into enforcement.  But then there was problem in implementing the Act

effectively.  The NGOs, advocates, executive and judiciary need to be sincere towards the cause

of social justice with dalit concept.  In reply to the issues raised by Tharakam, he said that
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Gandhi worked in par with Ambedkar

to eradicate untouchability.  Hence, the

Act was intentionally brought into

enforcement on 30th January 1989.  He

concluded his speech saying that in the

present scenario, dalits need to

incorporate Gandhi’s ideology along

with Ambedkar’s ideology.

In response, Tharakam said that Gandhi was orthodox and supported casteism.  In support to

his statement, he said that Gandhi sat for hunger strike for 21 times asking justice in various

issues but never to address untouchability.  Moreover, he threatened Ambedkar with his hunger

strike to withdraw separate electoral system for dalits.  Hence, it is inappropriate to ask dalits

to incorporate Gandhi’s ideology.

Jhansi explained about the basic idea of constituting this Committee and the campaign taken

up in the state. She said that the campaign was a great success as the representatives of local

dalit organizations, students, academicians; dalits have actively participated in the districts.

Further, the Committee would approach the State actors with the recommendations formulated

through this campaign.  She expressed her disagreement with the opinion of some speakers

that dalits have achieved political liberty.  For instance, she said, the entire dalit community in

villages are facing discrimination and for example the dalits in  Rentala of Guntur, Gudala of

East Godavari were attacked as they voted to other parties against the wish of dominant

communities.  She strongly felt that our strategies need to change as the forms of violence in

these 20 years.  Stating the instances of kidnap of infant in Vijayawada, she said that it is only

dalits who face these type of problems, as non-dalits don’t come to government hospitals.  She
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questioned with anguish that when the educational institutions are infested with all kinds of

violence and violations against dalit girl children, how they can compete with non-dalit students.

This is the right moment for the dalit organizations to self assess their ideology and reconstruct

their path with honesty.  She concluded her speech saying that there is a need to form alliance

groups with journalists, police, advocates, etc and work with commitment to empower dalit

women.

DT Naik, IPS, in his address said that among all the offences, offences against women,

particularly dalit women are high. It is the dalits who mostly fall victims of child labour and

bonded labour.  Even after 20 years of enforcement of this Act, dalits are not politically

empowered.  They even do not have the actual freedom to cast their vote according to their

will.  Hence there is a need to include penalization for all these atrocities in this Act.  It is the

dalits who are in need of quality education and medical care.  Ironically, it is the dalits who are

denied of these rights due to their economic backwardness.  Hence merit should be the

eligibility criteria in educational institutions and admissions in hospitals should be made free.

Quoting the words of Jhansi, he said that if police carry on their duty efficiently, this Act would

have been a great success.  He questioned that the police reforms are of no use as they do not

even register a case.  He suggested that a head constable who belongs to the dalit community

should be appointed in each PS to take care of only atrocity cases.  Also proper functioning of

Special Courts would help in speedy justice.  With his experience, he believed that the dalits

in the legislature, executive, judiciary, bureaucracy should apparently stand for the cause of

dalits.  The history has proved that such unity would prevent offences against our communities.

Korivi Vinay Kumar, Jajula Gowri and Gali Vinod Kumar have also addressed the gathering and

shared their experiences regarding the implementation of the Act.  The performance of the

Cultural Team of DSS was a high light.

60 YEARS OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION : AN APPRAISAL

An appraisal meeting on 60 years of the Constitution was organized by the Committee formed

for the purpose on 28th February, 2010 at Ravindra Bharathi, Hyderabad.  PA Sangma, Former

Speaker of Lok Sabha was the chief guest and Kaki Madhava Rao, Former Chief Secretary of

AP was the guest of honour. Bojja Tharakam chairman of the committee has presided over

and the other dignitaries on the dais are Jhansi Geddam of DSS, Kiran-APSEB, Anjaneyalu – ST

Employees Association, Ravi – NDF, Mysaiah – Ambedkar Yuvajana Sangham and Shankar –

SC Employees Association.

Bojja Tharakam in his presidential address has raised once again the question of Sri KR

Narayanan, former President of India, “Whether the Constitution failed us or did we fail the

constitution?” Even Ambedkar has said that if this weapon is in the hands of proper persons
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it will be implemented in an effective way otherwise it will not be.  “Even our experience in

the 60 years says the same that the implementers have failed the constitution. The constitution
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is meant for all the Indians and not only to dalits. As we could not enjoy the fruits of the

constitution, we are being forced to do an appraisal of its implementation for the past 60

years. Today’s guests Sri Sangma has been invited as he has headed the Lok Sabha and Sri

Kaki Madhava Rao as he has headed the state on the administrative side. Therefore let us

listen to their experiences and suggestions for its effective implementation”.

 PA Sangma in his address has congratulated the committee for organizing such a mammoth

meeting. He said : “there is every need to review the implementation of the constitution as

the implementers have failed in giving the fruits of the constitution to us. Therefore we carry

the responsibility of ensuring the effective implementation of the constitution. He said that

the only solution is capturing power both in the state and the centre which are unreserved.

Therefore there is every need for us to overcome the reservation as myself; Lyngdoh and KR

Narayanan have done it. We all of us have proved ourselves in the posts we held. I am confident

that in the years to come, the dalits will capture power both in the state and the centre”.

Kaki Madhava Rao in his speech has revealed how the dominant castes ruled the State, with all

facts and figures. He said : “that though the population of the Reddy community is minimal,

they have ruled the state for more than 30 years and their representation in the legislative

assembly is very high. Likewise it is same with the Kamma community. As the power is in the

hands of the dominant communities they will not allow us to do any good work for the dalits

though it is constitutional. If at all any officer like me try to help the community he will be

restrained to do so. While I was the Collector I was not allowed to help the dalits and in the

same way I was the Commissioner of Social Welfare Dept, I was strictly warned not to go to
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districts and I was asked to just function from office. That’s why it’s our responsibility to

safeguard the honest officers”.

Jhansi, Convener, Dalit Sthree Sakthi  asked: what is the reason that we are celebrating 60

years of Constitution though we have not enjoyed the fruits of it and what has happened to

the people who have enjoyed the constitution for these 60 years. Likewise the so called

Ambedkarists have failed to give enough space for dalit women as they feel them a threat.

There is every need to bring the dalit women on to the mainstream as even Ambedkar said

that the development achieved among the dalit women will remain the scale to measure the

development of the dalit community.

Ravi, Kiran, Anjaneyulu, Shankar and Mysaiah have also addressed the gathering. PA Sangma

was felicitated. The dignitaries on the dais were given mementos by Sangma.

Civil Society Summit
The Civil Society Summit has organized a 3 day summit from 24th – 26th January 2010 at

Bangalore on the eve of completion of 60 years of constitution. Elaborate discussions were

made on the prevailing conditions, experiences in achieving the millennium development goals,

it’s indicators etc. DSS participated on Day II. The whole program was conducted sessions

wise.

On Day II the post tea session was on CERI (Campaign for Electoral Reforms in India), the

panel members explained about the present electoral system (FPTP) in our country and the

reforms brought about in some countries. They also explained about various models and the

suggested PES (Proportionate Electoral System) and its impact in Nepal. DSS participated

actively and debated on the issue of increase in representation of dalits and dalit women in

particular and the mileage covered for them in the PES (Proportionate Electoral System).

In the pre-lunch session held on labour, minimum wages, NREGS etc detailed discussions were

held on the prevailing conditions, the failure of machinery in implementing the minimum

wages, etc.

In the post lunch session held on Education & Health in the context of  Millenium Development

Goals, Programme Manager-DSS, was one of the panel members and stressed that any new

enactments made are of no use as the implementation again goes into the hands of the same

old machinery. He explained about the prevailing conditions in education field and the role to

be played by the CSOs. The other panel members detailed about the situation of education

and health in the context of MDG.

Advocates Meet in Districts:
Meetings with the dalit advocates were held in the districts of Krishna and Visakhapatnam in

the months of August and September. Self introduction was done by the participants followed

35 DALIT STHREE SAKTHIANNUAL REPORT - 2010



by a brief introduction about DSS. Convener-DSS detailed to the advocates about the situation

of dalit women and girl children in the state, the increasing spree of violence on them and the

necessity of the role of the advocates. They were also detailed about the recent harassment of

Joint Collector of East Godavari district by a group of dominant community as he objected to

allocate the land belonging to dalits, the role played by the judiciary and police in safeguarding

the culprits etc. She also explained the attitude of the State Bar Council in protecting the

perpetrators. Likewise explaining on the implementation of SC/ST Act, she said that though

20 years have passed by, the Act is not being implemented properly and many are trying their

best to repeal the Act on the pretext of misuse.  She also said that the dalit women are being
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forced to go on to the roads to get

the cases registered and lobby at

state level to get the accused

arrested, thereby getting all their

energies consumed at this level.

She explained how the police and

the judiciary are colluding in

denying access to the dalits. She

stressed on the importance of the

role of the dalit advocates in taking up the issues with the police as well as with the judiciary.

The advocates have expressed solidarity and have promised to take up the cases in their

respective districts. They have asked DSS to play a key role in linking up the SC/ST Advocates

Associations in the districts at state level.

Workshop for Panchayat Raj Leaders :
A one day workshop for the dalits elected to Panchayat Raj respective levels was held at HASSS,

Hyderabad on 18th October. ZPTCs, MPTCs, Sarpanchs and Ward members from 8 districts

have participated.

The Convener briefed about the objectives of the

workshop and has stressed on the need for capacitating

the Panchayat Raj leaders for effective functioning.

K Madhava Rao, IAS – Former Chief Secretary of the state

participated as the chief guest. He said that the

reservations in Panchayat Raj are being implemented

only in our state. We got this due to the constitution

amendment made by the then Prime Minister Rajiv

Gandhi. The five tier system brought in the Panchayat Raj
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enables the participation of the poor and taking the governance to the grass root level. Though

many of our leaders are getting elected due to reservations, but the power is lying in the hands

of the dominant community. The main reason for this drawback is lack of knowledge on the

Act including the roles and the responsibilities and dependency nature. Recollecting the past

he has given various examples wherein the dominant community has exploited our

representatives in Panchayat Raj, thus even leading to false cases. We can overcome only when

we stand united. Hence the role of organizations like DSS is very crucial in bringing all on to a

common platform.
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should work hard and try to grow up in the politics and even aim for higher positions such as

minister, chief minister and even president of India. To achieve this we need to be self

disciplined, honest, commitment for the community, knowledge on the respective Acts and

unity among us. You should know your roles and responsibilities as sarpanch, ward member

etc and discharge your duties. This is the time that you should be cautious as the time for the

elections is nearing and the government eagerly looks for appointing special officers in our

place to grab away the power from our hands.’

Dr Siddoji has said that he has come all the way back from Australia to serve the community.

Likewise the responsibility of the dalit community lies on the shoulders of everyone here in

this workshop. He said further : ‘The leaders here are the future MLAs and MPs. As a leader we

need to have capability and at the same time should sacrifice for the sake of community.   You

are reaching the end of your tenure and unless and until your performance is up to the mark

you can’t win in the next elections. A leader is the one who represents all and at the same time

you should pay back to the community. As the responsible person of the village you need to

B.Tharakam, Senior

Advocate - High Court and

State President-RPI has said

that he was surprised to see

so many ZPTC, MPTC,

Sarpanches and Ward

members belonging to dalit

community coming to a

place and has appreciated

DSS for doing so. He said: ‘I

am very proud that you have

entered politics and have

won in the elections. You
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Panchayat Raj leaders in the workshop

know the needs of the community at large, individual needs and address them. At the same

time you should have control over the schemes and programs being implemented in the village

and lay much emphasis on NREGA.’

In the next session,  the Program Manager explained to the participants on the 73rd and 74th

amendments of the constitution through which the Panchayat Raj Act has come into force.

The participants were explained about the Panchayat Raj Act, the need of Gram Sabhas, Ward

Sabhas in dalit localities, their role in the assessing the needs of community and individuals,
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Siddhoji - Director A.P. Study Circle
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ensuring the active participation of dalits

laying much focus on dalit women,

likewise to put much focus on effective

implementation of NREGA for accessing

more number of work days for dalits.

In the concluding session the

participants shared their experiences

and assessed their needs. Likewise they

have requested to hold these workshops

at district level in regular intervals for

them to be capacitated to discharge their

duties. They also shared their problems

and the humiliation being faced by them.



News paper Clippings of various activities
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DALIT WOMEN – LAND AND LIVELIHOOD

India being a predominantly agricultural state, only those that have land in villages always

have dominance in the village social life. It is a fact that majority of the country’s population

live in villages. Majority of dalits live in villages. All the dalits in villages are dependent on land

but only a few dalits own land. Majority of the dalits cultivate a small piece of land on lease or

work as wage laborers. Historically, dalits have been denied land ownership and treated as

untouchables only to serve the dominant castes. History is ridden with many revolutionary

struggles for land. In the state of AP also many bloody struggles against Zamindari system,

feudal land lords of Telangana and Naxalbari movements have taken place. All these historical

struggles resulted in the transformation of land relations. Zamindari and other feudal systems

have been eradicated, but in the process of redistribution of land only the dominant castes

benefited. Despite the great sacrifices by dalits in all the historical struggles they remained

landless. Even the land reform laws have not benefited the dalits. As such even now dalits

continue to be only as agricultural laborers.

Only when a dalit can own a piece of land she/he can cultivate her/his own land and live with

dignity and self respect. That is why DSS is putting all efforts through acquiring land for dalit

women. In this regard DSS has been educating dalit women to struggle for land, since it is the

dalit women that work on the land from sowing till reaping. As the dalit women work on the

land day in and day out, if they own land they can work on their own land with self respect.

Hence DSS is putting efforts towards acquiring land.

A) In the village of Mahammadapur of Varikunta mandal, Nellore district one dalit family by

name Gollapalli Devamma (42) and her husband Malakondaiah were harassed and were being

forced to sell their land by dominant castes. The land of this dalit family is situated in the

midst of the land belonging to the dominant castes. When the dalit family refused to part with

the land they were beaten up on 23/8/2009 on a different pretext. DSS intervened and

complained to the SP to take suitable action on the dominant caste.

B) In Valasapaka village, Tondangi mandal, East Godavari district, government allotted 6 acres

of land as burial ground for dalits. But the land was occupied by other castes in the village.

Dalits who were thus denied of burial ground were burying the dead bodies of their departed

kith and kin on the road side. DSS intervened and pressurized the officials to demarcate and

allot the land to dalits.  But the government officials did not respond.  Encouraged by the

inaction of the government officials,  the other castes again occupied the land under the

leadership of their surpanch. DSS questioned him and organized the local people and conducted
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a dharna. The police came came to the scene and helped the dalits regain the land. Cases were

filed on the surpanch and others for abusing the dalits.

C) In the village Peda Karagraharam, China Karagraharam of Machilipatnam, Krishna District

118 acres was allotted to dalits for prawn cultivation in the year 1973. Due to cyclone and

other reasons like deceases to prawns, dalits could not cultivate the prawns for some years.

After a gap, dalits wanted to restart the cultivation, but by then the land was taken back by the

government for the purpose of construction of houses. When the dalits approached DSS, DSS

agitated for getting the land back and as the government did not respond, DSS approached

the High Court of Andhra Pradesh and obtained stay orders in favor of dalits.

D)  In the village of Peda Tummidi of Krishna District some land was allotted to the dalits by

the government. The dominant castes have occupied the land allotted to the dalits and also

the government land. In this case also DSS intervened in favor of dalit victims and approached

the High Court as the government did not respond properly. The case is still pending.

E) Dalits of Kondakal village , Sankarpalli mandal, Ranga Reddy district have been cultivating

35 acres of land since few years. Recently GMR & Co purchased 130 acres adjacent to land

cultivated by dalits and they occupied dalits land also. Government did not respond to the

representations of dalits. Dalit women collectives intervened and DSS activists brought the

issue to the attention of DRDA when they conducted a meeting on land issues.

1) DALIT WOMEN – MAHATMA GANDHI NATIONAL RURAL EMPLOYMENT GUARANTEE

ACT (MGNREGA)

Of the entire population in country that is dependent on agriculture 90% are dalits and 50%

of these dalits are women. Now a day due to non availability of daily work many dalits are

forced to migrate to far of places. Many dalit women who are facing semi starvation and

starvation situation are being forced into prostitution due to desperate situation. To bail out

dalit women and other marginalized sections from their despicable situation many struggles

were launched as a result of which the central government announced MGNREGA.  But due to

improper implementation of this scheme dalit women are not getting the intended benefits.

To facilitate the proper implementation of the scheme for the benefit of dalit women DSS has

intervened at places and done whatever could be done to facilitate proper implementation.

DSS has done this in partnership with an international organization called Gender at Work.

The interventions were carried on in two states i.e. Andhra Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. As

part of the work a survey was conducted in both the states. In our state about 402 families

was surveyed regarding the implementation of the scheme. Survey revealed many loopholes
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in the scheme. It was found that in one mandal namely Moinabad of Ranga Reddy district

1217 families were not provided any work, 1164 families were not issued job cards while in

much of the areas work was provided only for 30 days. On the basis of the survey findings in

both the states meetings were conducted on 11th to 15th of May 2010 for finalizing future

course of action. It was decided to work in the direction of achieving the following:

a. To see that the dalit women are provided work for 100 days.

b. To see that all the facilities under this scheme are provided at the place of work.

c. To see that unemployment allowance is provided as per the Act.

d. To draw schemes in coordination with Panchayat raj leaders at the village level for the

benefit of dalit women.

DSS formed working women groups and trained them for continuously monitoring the

implementation of the scheme. Similarly the works that are needed in villages were identified

and representations given to the officials

for sanctioning those works. With the

active intervention of DSS 1023 dalit

women were provided for with 40 to 50

days work while 200 workers were given

tools under this scheme. Likewise DSS

submitted representations for providing

necessary amenities at the place of work

and also for grant of unemployment

allowance. In East Godavari district

dharnas were conducted on these

demands.  In Ranga Reddy district which

is very near to the state capital city of

Hyderabad the scheme was not at all implemented. The government officials argued that there

was real estate activity and as such it was not necessary for implementing scheme there.

They also raised the plea that none of the people there requested for the implementation of

the scheme. DSS found out that the official arguments do not reflect the true picture and that

the people really needed the scheme. The team met the collector and made representation

and also conducted dharna.  Due to the pressure of DSS, collector assured to implement the

scheme from January 2011.
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In many instances DSS intervened and got smart cards issued. For about 213 persons job

cards were issued with DSS intervention. On every Monday which is conducted by the District

Collector as grievance day, DSS submitted many representations at the district and mandal

level.

In Ranga Reddy district and

Visakhapatnam district about 75

dalits were not paid wages for

technical reasons. DSS made

representations to the concerned

collectors along with the workers

and women collective members and

got order for payment of their dues.

To see that dalit women are

benefited to the maximum extent

DSS has been continuously making them aware of the scheme and monitoring the

implementation of the scheme. DSS has been working to see that many works under the scheme

are done for the benefit of dalits and for improving the facilities in dalit colonies like drinking

water tank etc. Dalit women collectives were able to unite and work for getting many things

sanctioned for the general benefit of dalit colonies, like for example, in Machanpalli village of

Ranga Reddy district dalit women were able to get the fresh water tank renovated for the

benefit of the community.

Survey

Inorder to know the ground realities in the implementation of NREGA, DSS has decided to

conduct a survey in 4 districts.  Elaborate discussions were held with subject specialists and 3

types of formats were formulated to procure the data of the gram Panchayat, dalit hamlet and

household. Orientation was given to the team on the formats. The data pertaining to 40 Gram

Panchayats spread over 4 districts were procured in the specific format meant for the purpose,

similarly the data of  60 hamlets belonging to these gram Panchayats was procured. A total of

3767 households were surveyed. A program was designed in MS access, data entry was done

and the analysed report is mentioned below:
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Dalit Women Age

Dalit Women Educational Qualification
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Dalit Women Caste Wise

Ration Cards
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Land Holdings

Type of roads
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District wise Working Days

District wise Working Days of women
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District wise Working Days of Men

Source of Earnings
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District wise Discrimination

District wise Awareness of scheme
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District wise proper payment of Wages

District wise Water Facilities
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District wise Government Houses

District wise work site facilities
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Unemployment Allowance

District wise Panchayatraj leaders role
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The survey findings were are as such:

· 60% of the dalit women in NREGA are between the age group of 25-45 years.

· 83% of the dalit women are illiterate.

· 91% of the dalits are below poverty line.

· 47% of the dalits don’t have land and 28% have very small holding of land. In East

Godavari, Prakasam and Visakhapatnam districts the dalts don’t hold any land.

· The dalits in East Godavari, Prakasam and Visakhapatnam districts are not even

given government houses.

· 97% of dalits are agricultural workers.

· 32% of the dalit colonies have no proper road and 33% have kacha roads.

· The involvement of the panchyat raj leaders in increasing the participation of dalit

women is minimal.

· 33% of the women say that they face discrimination.

· The average work days in a year is varying from 25 -30 in respective districts and in

Moinabad mandal of Ranga Reddy district, the machinery pertaining to NREGA is not

in existence.

· The work site facilities are not being provided.

· The work is not being provided even on demand, similarly unemployment allowance

is also not being paid.

2. Dalit Women – Budget

Dalit women know about the schemes such as Loans @ 0.25 paisa, Gas, Rice @ Rs 2/- etc and

will be lingering around them to access. They don’t have any knowledge on the budget and

their share in the budget as per SC Sub Plan and Tribal Sub Plan. Even the state and central

governments also act in such a way that the dalit women don’t have anything to do with the

budget and its assessments. In general, the procedure for the budget preparations for the

coming year starts in the months of August and September and they are supposed to involve

the dalits and dalit women in the process and take their perspectives and ideas into

consideration. Based on these assessments, the budget proposals are to be made as per SC

and ST Sub Plan. For example, the population of dalit women is 8.5%, therefore budget has to

be allocated in the same ratio to the dalit women as per SC Sub Plan. But this procedure is not

being followed by any of the government departments and not even 10% of the actual is being

allocated.
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DSS has prepared Micro Plans in 16 villages with the active participation of dalit women and

youth by using various PRA tools, identified the needs of individuals and community, made

budget calculations and raised the demand for budget as per the Sc Sub Plan.

Women collective members submitting
representation to the officials

3. Dalit Women – Entitlements (Government Schemes)

Women Collectives have been formed

under the leadership of dalit women

in all the 1200 villages and slums in

the working area of DSS. The dalit

colonies are under the continuous

watch of these women collectives.

They in turn identify the needs of the

dalit women and girl children such as

ration cards, old age pensions, widow

pensions, disabled pensions, houses,
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lands, issues in the anganwadi centres & schools, etc and make every effort to resolve them.

They make individual applications as per the need, submit to the concerned officials and

continuously follow up for their sanction by submitting representations in the praja dharbars

on every Monday. Even after the ample time if the schemes are not sanctioned, they even go

for public action such as dharnas, rastha rokos, gheraos etc., similarly give much visibility

through print and electronic media.
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The present electoral system implemented in our country may be called as  First Past the

Post (FPTP). In this system the representation of dalits and other backward communities is

far less, despite the fact the population of these communities is far high when compared with

the other dominant communities whose representation is more, though they constitute less

population.  The very less representation of dalits and backward communities in state

assemblies and parliament is undemocratic.  How to bring a change in the existing scenario

is a big question. To answer this situation REDS has started a campaign and made a thorough

study on the changes brought in the electoral system in the countries such as America, Canada,

Germany, Sweden, Newzealand , Norway, Nepal etc.

Due to the present representative system many of the elected representatives have got less

than 20% of votes and in the present parliament only 5 members have got more than 50% of

votes. Therefore REDS have launched “Campaign on electoral reforms in India” and DSS is

sphere heading this campaign in the state of Andhra Pradesh. The main objective of the

Campaign is to bring in awareness to the larger civil society on the need of electoral reforms

and promote “proportionate electoral system” (PES).  DSS is the member of the national core

team of the campaign and is taking forward the campaign in the state. DSS, apart from working

for the empowerment of dalit women continuously is also striving for political power for the

dalits through this campaign.

Launching of the Campaign in the State:

The State Conference of Andhra Pradesh on Campaign for Electoral Reforms in India (CERI)

was held at Hyderabad on 6th and 7th of February 2010.

On 6th it was held in Sundaraiah Vignana Kendram.  JM Lyngdoh, Former Chief Election

Commissioner of India, K Madhava Rao, Former Chief Secretary and Chief Election

CAMPAIGN ON ELECTORAL REFORMS IN INDIA

Sri J.M. Lingdoh Former Chief Election Commissioner and other
prominent personalities releasing Dalitaswamyam

Commissioner of AP, Bojja

Tharakam Senior Advocate of AP

High Court and State President of

RPI, K Ramakrishna, former

MLA, Jayaprakash Narayana MLA

and  President of Lok Satta Party,

Dr. Manisha Bangar, Mulnivasi

Mahila Sangh, MC Raj National

Coordinator CERI, Jhansi

Geddam, Convener, Dalit Sthree
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Sakthi and Korivi Vinay Kumar,  President –DBF have participated in the Inaugural session.

The other participants were academicians, advocates, and heads of various organizations,

elected representatives of local bodies from all over the state.

The inaugural session was presided over by Sri Bojja Tharakam. The CERI manifesto was

released by JM Lyngdoh and Sri Kaki Madhava Rao has released “Dalithaswamyam” the Telugu

version of Dalithocracy.

The Keynote address was given by MC Raj wherein he briefly explained about the objective of

the 2 days conference and the campaign. He said that we know power as dominance and

power as resistance, whereas we need power of participation. This is not being made possible

as most of the candidates are winning with only 25% of votes.

 JM Lyngdoh, Former Chief Election Commissioner, in his inaugural address termed India’s

democracy as a plutocracy of sorts.  He said that the present system with criminals and constant

defections will automatically change with the introduction of a system compelling 50% votes

for the political parties to win the elections.  This would be the starting point towards

proportional representation.  He said that the Election Commission has the power to register

but not to deregister political parties.  Hence even when it is clear that a political party has

violated the code of conduct, there is no way to prosecute them.  He suggested that ruling

governments and political parties should be made liable to prosecution.

K Madhava Rao, Former Chief Secretary, shared his experience as the Chief Election

Commissioner of the state and emphasized much on the local bodies, where the dominant

communities and their representatives play a key role. They prohibit the dalits elected to the

panchayat raj from discharging their duties, likewise during elections they try to manage the

election officers. To overcome this, he suggested for private people as the election observers.

Bojja Tharakam has said that the representation should be in the ratio of population for all

the castes, thus the representation of the dominant communities should be  restricted in

proportion to their population. The representation of the dalits and tribals can be ensured

only through the

proportionate representation

system.  He wondered how

the UPA and NDA  which could

form the governments with

mere 30% of votes can reflect

the choice of people.

The dignitaries felt that

proportionate electoral
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system should come in place of the present FPTP, and in all the political parties internal

democracy is necessary. We will have able and honest candidates only when the parties follow

democratic systems.

The second day started with the cultural programs by the Dalit Sthree Sakthi Cultural Team.

Mr MC Raj made a presentation on the study undertaken in various countries on the changes

brought in the electoral system. Sharing about the achievement of Sami parliament in Norway

which was done through the proportionate system, similarly the representation of the dalits

has increased a lot in Nepal due to the PES. The representatives of the various dalit

organisations have also participated.

Campaign at District level:

CERI’s District level consultation of East Godavari

was held on 15th August 2010 at Officers Club,

Kakinada. The meeting was presided over by

Jhansi Geddam State Co-ordinator-CERI and

Convener-DSS.  G Harsha Kumar, Member of

Parliament was the Chief Guest. The other

dignitaries on the dais were MC Raj Founder

member of the Campaign and National Co

ordinator of CERI, Vemachari - Raithu Kuli

Sangham, P V Prasad - RPI, Sampatha Rao - BSP,

Mala Kondaiah - BJP, Jyotula Krishna - PRP, Venu Gopal - BSP, Siva Kumari - DBF, Aluri Vijaya

Laxmi - Lok Satta, Ravi -HRF, Papa Rao – President AP Fisherman Society, Rajendar-  Srujana,

Ratna Prasad - Swajana, Srinivas – CPM, Challangi Venu Gopal – BSP, Raja – Lecturer and

Ambedkar Youth Association, Mani – State Women Collective Member of DSS.

Jhansi started her presidential address with a powerful song and has said that we keep on

agitating for our basic needs such as house sites, houses, toilets, pensions, other minimum

needs, likewise demanding action against the atrocities on us, whereas our goal should be

capturing power. She said: ‘capturing power by us can’t happen in the present electoral system.

Further in the present electoral system justice is not being done to us. Therefore we need to

strive for bringing electoral reforms suitable for us and our country’. Hence she requested to

raise the voices for proportionate electoral system. She also detailed about the campaign being

held in various states of our country apart from the campaign in our state.

70 DALIT STHREE SAKTHIANNUAL REPORT - 2010

Sri G.V. Harsha Kumar Member of Parliament,
Sri M.C. Raj Founder of CERI and other

Political Party Representatives



MC Raj in his inaugural speech explained in brief about the present electoral system the first

past the post. He said in the recent elections two MPs from Bihar have got elected to the

parliament though they got less than 10% of votes, likewise the party securing 25% of votes

have got more than 40% of seats and the parties getting more percentage of votes have secured

less percentage of seats, thus majority of the votes are going unrepresented. He also shared

about his experiences with the SAMI people of Norway, the Mavori people of Newzeland, the

changes brought in the electoral systems of Germany, Nepal, Newzeland, Norway etc. He also

said that the study made on the electoral system has revealed that proportionate electoral

system is the best suitable alternative for our country. Only in this system the communities

such as dalits, adivasis, minorities etc will get amicable representation and their demands can

be met.

Manifesto: CERI manifesto was released by G Harsh Kumar Member of Parliament.

Participating as the Chief Guest, G Harsha Kumar said that by joining any political party we

can get elected and do some service. He said East Godavari is a big district, no political party

gives them any post.  He said he got elected because of reservation system.  He narrated that

even he was under pressure by the dominant communities to give all the nominated posts in

his constituency to them, whereas no dalit is given any nominated post in the general

constituencies. He agreed with what Jhansi has said and felt that we need to strive for capturing

the political power instead of lingering around the minimum needs. He assured to study

more and know about the proportionate electoral system.

The representatives of various political parties, organizations, associations etc have expressed

their solidarity to the campaign and have requested for more input on the proportionate

electoral system. All have expressed their dissatisfaction on the present electoral system and

have raised their voices demanding for electoral reforms. Many have also felt that all the

existing political parties have not done justice to the dalits and unless and until the dalits

capture power justice will not be done to them.

Proportionate Electoral system – advantages:

The PES has many advantages when compared with the FPTP. It ensures the increase in the

representation of the dalits, minorities and other backward communities and gives a

government that is accountable to the people. The advantages of PES are stated below:
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First Past The Post - Proportionate Electoral System

First Past The Post (FPTP)

Indian Democracy has FPTP as its electoral

system to provide representation to voters in

State Assemblies and in the Parliament of

India. Most citizens of India are unaware of

the existence of other possible electoral

systems in the world.

The FPTP system allows political parties to

come to power both in the States and at the

Centre with a woeful minority of votes. The

contestant who has more votes is declared

winner, irrespective of the percentage of votes

won. Though it is known as ‘majoritarian’ it

leaves majority of voters without

representation.

Parties with less than 30% of votes win more

percentage of seats and claim the right to form

governments. This leaves out a vast majority

of voters unrepresented in governance.

‘Majority’ is understood to be the one who gets

more number of votes than other contestants

instead of being over 50%. There are

members in the present Lok Sabha who got

less than 10% votes but won the seat as others

did not manage to get that many votes. There

are only 5 members in the present Lok Sabha

who have won with more than 50% of votes

of the total electorate.

Proportionate Electoral System (PES)

Many democracies have shifted to PES. This

system is widely practiced in many

democracies and more countries are shifting

to Proportional Representation (PR).

In PES a party is allotted seats in proportion

to the percentage of votes that it gets. There

will not be any difference between the

percentage of votes and the percentage of

seats. Thus only parties with more voter

support can come to power.

In PES majority means more than 50% of

votes. The other votes are not wasted. They

are given to other candidates to provide

representation to all voters in the Assemblies

and in the Parliament.

If parties are unable to gain more than 50%

of votes they cannot assume power to

govern. Parties have to make coalitions with

similar ideologies to influence voters.
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The percentage of votes that a party gets is

not the same as the percentage of seats it gets

in this electoral system. Parties with less

percentage of votes can gain more number of

seats and parties with more percentage of

votes can gain less number of seats in this

system. This does not give a true

representation of the voters’ choice. It is only

a token representation.

In FPTP system only one member can be

elected from one constituency. It is called

single member constituency. This leads to

alienation of representation instead of being

inclusive. Apart from promoting extreme

rivalry and violence, it systematically excludes

the losing voters from participating in

governance.

It is well recognized that FPTP is more suited

for countries with two party systems and not

suited for countries with multiparty systems.

The present electoral system in India

encourages corruption, use of muscle power,

communalism etc. to gain the slight margin

of winning votes. The parties that come to

power are not mandated by the citizens. Only

parties that have the power to manipulate

voters are able to come to power. These are

generally parties that have dominant, fascist,

and communal and caste ideology.

State expenses for bye-elections in India are

generally very huge. Also parties indulge in

In the PES any party will be able to gain seats

only in proportion to the percentage of votes

that it gains. This is one of the reasons why

it is called ‘proportional’. There is not

possibility of manipulating number of seats

against the percentage of votes in this

system. With its variants in counting, this

system ensures that all voters are

represented in governance.

PES has multi-member constituencies. This

will enable two or more members getting

elected from the same constituency to

provide representation to different parties.

In return, this will enhance voter interest in

elections and enables greater participation

of citizens in governance.

PES is more suited for counties with multi-

party system. India arrived at an era of

coalition politics long time ago and

therefore, FPTP is a misfit for India.

Many countries with PR system follow State

sponsoring of election expenses. This

prevents corruption, money and muscle

power, malpractices, play of emotions on

communal and caste basis etc.

There are no bye-elections in PR system as

the next candidate in the Party List will
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corruption and mindless violence in bye-

elections

Parties that represent a vast majority of

Dalits, Adivasis/indigenous and tribal people,

minorities and women are unable to get their

proportional representation in the present

electoral system. They are able to get only

representation through reserved seats

provided they follow the dictates of dominant

parties that they belong to. This makes them

representatives of their parties and not

representatives of their people.

Because parties are unable to gain the

required number of seats to form

government, there is much horse trading

after the elections and formation of coalitions

that are not desired by voters.

There is little inner party democracy in the

present electoral system. Parties are based

on a single personality and their family can

easily gain power through the present

electoral system without holding

organizational elections. ‘Party’ candidates

are chosen by the ‘leader’ or the ‘family’.

automatically enter the Parliament in the

event of death or resignation of the existing

member. This reduces huge expenses,

corruption and electoral violence.

In the party list the constituency that a

candidate will represent will be indicated.

This will enable voters from that

constituency to vote for the party to which

their popular candidate belongs.If a party

fields more and more popular candidates

their percentage of votes will increase in

many constituencies. Thus the popularity of

party ideology and the popularity of

candidates are both important in PR system.

PES provides ample space for forming

coalitions representing smaller

communities that do not have the chance of

being represented in FPTP. Smaller parties

representing unrepresented communities

can make a coalition and gain the required

percentage of votes to come to power.

In PES, inner party democracy is a prerequi-

site by design. Before the elections political

parties will have to prepare a list of candi-

dates selected through party elections and

submit the same to the Election Commission.

Candidates of parties will be declared elected

from this list in the same proportion as the

percentage votes that a party or a coalition

gains.
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By its very nature FPTP divides candidates

and their followers (voters). It leads to

fragmentation by its individualistic

orientation. ‘The winner takes it all’ is its

paradigm.

FPTP results in centralization of power in the

individual. India’s experience with political

parties shows that they are increasingly

becoming leader centric with little or no

ideology. The issues get relegated to backstage

while the identities become more important.

This has affected the credibility of the entire

political system as the leaders become

unaccountable to people as most of them have

realized that they will definitely gzet the

mandate of the people based on their identity

and not on the basis of their performance or

ideologies.

The chances of the presently un- or under-

represented sections such as the Dalits,

Adivasis/indigenous and tribal peoples,

minorities and women forming a coalition

to gain the power to govern and form stable

governments are much greater in PES than

in FPTP. By its very nature, PES unites and

brings voters and parties together.

In PES, it is the party that matters most and

individual representatives comparatively

less. Voters select parties more for its ideol-

ogy and less for personalities, though it is

recognized that the leaders do have an im-

age. Parties with similar ideologies have

greater chance of coming into coalition

rather than parties coming to grab power

based only on calculations of required num-

ber of seats. Countries with PES have dem-

onstrated that family and dynastic rule has

no place in governance.

DSS Cultural Team
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Violence on women and girl children is continuously growing due to the influence of debased

sex culture that is spreading in various forms.  Pornographic material is widely available to all

and even children of the age group of Intermediate are accessing blue films CDs and

pornographic material through internet.  Forwarding obscene comments and scenes through

mobiles and through the so called social networking sites has become common among youth.

Crimes like, secretly taking nude photos of woman or while taking bath or in a net cafe and

then black mailing her  to have sex with him, have been increasing and media reports of such

crimes have become frequent. Added to this, incidents of sexual harassment and rape of girls

in schools by teachers have increased.  Sexual harassment of girls in Social Welfare Hostels is

widespread and many incidents of  girls becoming pregnant due to  sexual exploitation of the

girl by the teacher or warden are reported in the media or have been detected.  High tech

prostitution, internet prostitution, pub culture and other forms of debased sex culture is

growing.  Media reports of father raping his daughter are also increasing.  It is the dalit women

and girl children that are mostly the victims in the scenario of growing violence, particularly

sexual violence.  Number of dalit girl children and women are being abducted, kidnapped,

seduced or purchased and are  forced in to various forms of prostitution.  Recently, the police

raided a prostitution den in Delhi and liberated a number of women held captives there and it

was found that large number of them are dalit girls from A.P.

In the cases taken up by DSS, last year number of such incidents of exploitation of dalit girls

have come to light.  In one incident, a retired army officer was found to be sexually exploiting

a dalit girl and forcibly shooting blue films, while in another incident a dalit girl working as

house maid was gang raped.  With growing sex culture and degenerating values, people are

resorting to do anything for money and it is dalit women and girl children that are becoming

victims of this debased society.  Incidents of parents themselves selling away their daughter

due to poverty are also reported.  Similarly,  incidents of dalit girls being cheated in the name of

love and abandoned or sold to prostitution dens are also increasing.

In all incidents of violence and sexual violence on dalit girls and children, though it is mostly

the dominant castes that are involved, number of dalit youth and men are also resorting to

similar violence on dalit women and girl children.  DSS has come across many incidents of dalit

men cheating in the name of love and sexually exploiting the women and girl children.  Another

culture that has emerged in all incidents of violence or sexual violence on dalit women is that

the police and local dalits try to close the case and bring pressure on the victim dalit women/

girl to compromise for some money.  It has  become a major problem for DSS to see that the

victims stand up till the end of the case.  In our experience,   we found that in many cases,

some dalits who claim to be activists play dubious role of settling the case by negotiating with

the accused, more so if the accused is rich.  The temptation to earn quick and easy money  has

Violence on Dalit Women and Girl Children
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turned some activists as  touts and work in collusion with the accused and police  against dalit

women rights.

1. Role of Police and judiciary:

Even after 60 years of the coming into force of the Constitution and two decades of coming

into force of the S.C./S.T (POA) Act, unfortunately the culture of rights and rule of law has not

dawned on the police establishment.  The mind set of police establishment continues to be

the same old culture of looking down dalits as not equal beings.  Added to this is lack of the

culture of human rights and corruption, that is prevalent in the police establishment.  As such

the police do not positively respond whenever an atrocity takes place on a poor dalit women

or girl child.  Their response is usually lethargic and casual.  Plunging into action and collecting

all possible evidence from the crime scene,  scientific  and speedy investigation is rare.   In

majority of incidents, the police register FIR only after DSS organizes a protest dharna and

media reports against police inaction.  This is also done only as a formality without any

seriousness and commitment towards law and rights.  In addition to protests like dharna/

rasta roko, DSS had to complain to SHRC, higher officials to see that police take up the case.

Even when a case is registered the police deliberately omit proper sections of law, including

the sections under SC/ST (POA) Act and further protests  have to go on to see that the police

book the case under the SC/ST (POA) Act.  After the case is registered also, DSS has to see the

investigation is properly done, see that the accused is arrested and keep monitoring the case

till the end.   After the charge sheet is filed, again one has to see that the Public  Prosecutor

conducts the case properly.  Thus, unfortunately, it is the experience of DSS that, at every stage

it has to undergo the ordeal of  forcing a reluctant mechanism to work in accordance with law.

In addition to non responsiveness and reluctance, the police usually force the victim to

compromise the case and work with the mind set of oppressive attitude towards the victim.

There are instances when the police also raped the dalit rape victim and colluded with the

accused.  Added to all this is the mediocre levels of knowledge that   the police have about law

in general and about SC/ST (POA) Act, in particular.  They are not trained properly and

ignorance rules the roost.

While this is the mind set and work culture of the police, the attitude of judiciary is not different.

The victim  is not seen sympathetically as complainant, but seen as  if she is the criminal.

Though the accused is not entitled for bail, it is granted liberally.  There is no proper training

for the judicial officers also on the SC/ST (POA) Act.  Most  of the public prosecutors are  of

mediocre levels in terms of their knowledge of SC/ST (POA) Act and lack commitment.

Corruption is also common.  A rich accused in a case under the SC/ST (POA) Act spends money

liberally from the stage of FIR to trial to see that the case ultimately fails.

2. Role of Judiciary in the Case of Satyam Babu:

Satyam Babu, a dalit youth was convicted  by a Special Court of Vijayawada on — on the

charges of rape and murder of a girl by name Ms. Ayesha Meera in Vijayawada.  The rape and
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murder took place two years ago and became sensational in the state.  There was unparalled

media coverage of the issue.  The victim girl was about 17 years in age doing her pharmacy

course as resident of a private girls hostel and was found  raped and murder in the hostel.  The

police could not catch hold of the culprit and had to face unprecedented criticism from all

quarters for their failure.  It was widely suspected and widely reported in the media that the

police have colluded with the accused who happened to be a high profile person, being the

son of a minister.  This accusation is repeatedly made by the mother of the victim and also by

the media and various rights organizations.  In this background the police, more or less became

panicky in the face of unprecedented criticism  and made attempts to come out of embarrassing

situation.  First they  arrested one youth and announced that he was the real accused and that

they could crack the case.  Very soon they retraced the steps and released the so called real

culprit and admitted, it was a mistake. Then they arrested another and released.  Each time

there was a hue and cry in the media that the police are trying to hook in some one to save the

minister’s son and  close the case.  In this background, the police arrested, Satyam Babu, a

poor dalit youth, and charge sheeted him.   He was tortured to confess.  Throughout, there

was criticism that the police have falsly implicated Satyam Babu from all quarters, including

from the mother of the victim.  Dalit organizations protested against the police.  At one stage

the police tried to kill Satyam Babu in custody and announced that he escaped en route  while

being brought from Hyderabad, but the real fact and the  police plans were leaked to the press.

Seeing the unprecedented media coverage that the police are planning to kill him in the name

of encounter, the police aborted their plan and said that he was traced and  caught.

It is in this larger background that the trial  of Satyam Babu was conducted.  It was all done

hurriedly and trial went on continuously without break for about a week.  The judge convicted

Satyam Babu for imprisonment for life.  Dalit organizations and media widely criticized the

manner in which the trial was conducted and concluded in hurried manner.  There was no

sufficient evidence excepting the expert opinion about handwriting and foot prints.  Many

questions raised by the defence advocate were left unanswered.  The fundamental rules of

administration of criminal justice, namely, that the  ‘accused should not be convicted  unless the

case is proved  beyond all reasonable and probable doubt’ and its corollary rule, namely, that

‘the benefit of doubt should go to the accused’   are flouted.   The  conviction is seen as biased

and prejudiced.  It is seen as illustrative of how the judiciary acts against dalits when they are

the accused in contrast to the cases when the dalits are victims and the accused belong to

dominant castes. The entire exercise of putting up one person as accused and hurriedly

convicting and closing the case was the utmost necessity of Government and the police to

come out of two years of continuous, unprecedented criticism of their failure to catch hold of

the culprit who raped and murdered an innocent girl  of tender age.  Entire dalit community

perceived the trial and conviction of Satyam Babu, as injustice done to a poor dalit who is

made the scapegoat by the entire State establishment, judiciary included, to save itself from

embarrassment of its failure to catch the real culprit.
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1. MASS ATTACK ON DALIT COLONY

Name of the Victim    : Byagari Sudhakar (21) and VILLAGERS

Caste    : SC

Address    : Chenivelli, Chevella Mandal,

Ranga Reddy District

Name of the Accused : (1) Barlapally Manikya Reddy and 31 others

Caste    : Reddy, (OC)

Address    : Chenivelli, Chevella Mandal,

Ranga Reddy District

Date of Incident    : 23.9. 2010

Type of Violence    : Mass attack and caste abuse

Jurisdiction    : Chevella PS, Ranga Reddy

Details of FIR    : No – 192/10 U/s 147,452,324, 323 r/w 149 of IPC

                                                           and 3(1) (X) of SC/ST (PoA) Act

Background:

On the eve of Ganesh festival on 22nd September 2010 the Dalits went into the main village

and participated in the festival. There was the auction of Laddu ( Sweet). The Dalits participated

in the auction and ultimately won the auction and purchased the main Laddu for Rs. 16000/

-, small one for Rs 3000/- and an apple for Rs 1000/- on behalf of Ambedkar Youth Association.

This irritated the Reddy (dominant) community. The immersion procession started at Chenivelli

and reached near Andhra Bank, Chevella for immersion around 8.30 pm. The dalit youth also

joined the procession and started to distribute the laddu to the Reddys. The Reddys said “Vorai

Mala Madiga mundakodakallara meru laddu pedithe memu thinala, meru matho dance chestara

ani mammulanu meda battukuni bayatiki nettaru” (The Reddys said You Malas and Madiga

sons of bitches, should we eat the laddu  given by you, are we to dance along with you and

necked out the dalit youth). Later the dalit youth lodged a complaint in Chevella PS. On 23rd

September 2010 the Reddys forced them for a compromise and asked to withdraw the

complaint. The Dalits agreed for it and have said to discuss about the compromise on the next

day.

Brief details of the incident:

On 23rd September the MPTC and the village Sarpanch proposed for compromise. The dalits

said that the Reddys should come to them, catch hold of their legs and ask for pardon. The

The Details of Few Incidents of Violence on Dalit Women

and Girl Child
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Reddys rejected and said to the Dalits to go for case. Around 7.30 pm on the same day

discussions were going on near the house of Byagari Sayanna. Suddenly Patlammagari

Prabhakar Reddy and 5 others came and started attacking the Dalits. Immediately 26 others

also joined them and attacked with sticks. The Dalits ran into the houses of the BCs and bolted

the doors. The Reddys broke open the doors and beat both the Dalits and BCs saying why you

have not withdrawn the complaint. Later they threatened the Dalits of dire consequences

and left away. The youth went to the house of Sarpanch for help. Though he was inside the

house, his wife said that he was not there. Later all the women went to his house around 11

pm and he came out and informed to the police over phone. The police came along with the

108 ambulance and moved 11 dalits and 2 BCs to the hospital and registered a case.

The other reason behind the attack was that the dalits are not going for work in the fields of

the Reddy community. The victim Sudhakar being the field assistant of NREGS was helping

out the dalits to get works. The dalits were also demanding more and equal wages from the

Reddys.

Intervention:

- Conducted fact finding

- Ensured the arrest of the accused

- Ensured that proper medical assistance was given to the victims

- Participated in the visit of the Collector and SP and raised the issues behind the attack

- Organized a series of awareness meetings in the village and strengthened the community.

- Closely monitored the investigation process.

- Assessed the damages along with the revenue officials and ensured the payment of

compensation.
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2. MASS ATTACK ON TRIBALS

Name of the Victim : Sakri and 29 others

Caste : ST Lambada

Address : Dusur Kunta Thanda, Machinapalli,

   Ranga Reddy Disrtict

Name of the Accused : Gulla Kumar and 100 others

Caste : OC

Address : Namdhar Khan Pet, Shabad Mandal, Ranga Reddy District

Date of Incident : 20th September 2010

Place of Incident : Dusur Kunta Thanda, Machinapalli, Ranga Reddy District

Type of Violence : Mass attack

Jurisdiction : Shabad PS, Ranga Reddy

FIR Details : No-111/2010 U/s 147,324,427, 448, r/w 34 of IPC

                                                       and 3(I)(x) of SC/ST (PoA) Act

Brief details of the incident:

The people of ST (Lambadas) belonging to Dusari Kunta Thanda, Machanapalli village, Shabad

mandal of Ranga Reddy district were on their way for Vinayaka immersion on the evening of

20th September. As they entered the main road from their thanda around 7.30 pm, Gulla Kumar

s/o Chinnayya of Namdhar Khan Pet has rashly    drove   the   auto   carrying   milk   and   hit   a

girl in the procession. The lambadas beat the driver Gulla Kumar. Gulla Kumar informed to his

villagers over phone. Around 9 pm in the night Gulla Chinnayya and 100 others came and

attacked children, women and men in the procession and as well as in the thanda

simultaneously. They continued the attack until 11 pm. In the attack Sakri (30), Chinna

Hanumanthu (55), Pedda Hanumanthu(41), Ramani(28), Ramiya(60), K. Shankaramma(45),

V. Shankaramma(35), Manemma(58) were grievously hurt and 23 other have sustained

diminutive injuries. The attackers while beating the women beat them in the private parts

and have uttered that they can’t show to anyone.  Similarly they have also damaged the TV

sets, motor bikes etc.

The villagers called on the police. The police came to the village around 11.30 pm after the

attack with 108 and moved them to the hospital around 2am. The police send them away

after treatment, but have not registered the case. They all came over to Chevella on 21st

September and organized a public action (dharna) demanding for the registration of the case.

Then only the Inspector got the case registered. In view of the above we demand for the below

mentioned.
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Interventions:

- Conducted Fact Finding

- Strengthened the community

- Focused the issue through print media

- Organized public action (dharna) demanding the registration of the case.

- Presented the victims before the Collector-Ranga Reddy District.

- Ensured proper treatment to the injured

- Ensured relief, compensation to the victims and picket in the village

- Ensured the visit of the Collector and SP to the village

- Monitored the investigation

- Ensured the arrest of the accused
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3. CASTE ABUSE AND ATTACK ON DALIT WOMEN

Name of the Victim : Bupathi Prameela (28)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Thatipaka, Razole, East Godavari District

Name of the Accused : 1. Bokka RamaKrishna (45)

   2. Bokka Sita (40)

  3. Bokka Naga Devi (20)

Caste : BC

Address : Thatipaka, Razole, East Godavari District

Date of incident : 30.01.2010

Place of Incident :  Thatipaka, Razole, East Godavari District

Type of violence : Attack and Caste Abuse

Jurisdiction : Razole PS

FIR Details : No: 10/2010 U/S 509,323 of IPC and 3(1)

   (x) of SC/ST (PoA) Act

Brief Details of the Incident:

Ramakrishna (45), R/o. of Thatipaka used to harass Bhupathi Pramela (28), R/o. Thatipaka,

as Pramela’s was staying alone since her husband was working in Kuwait. Taking the advantage

of her being alone, he often used to come to her house and say “you should come to me, I want

you, if you don’t agree, I will phone your husband and tell him that you have an extra marital

relation.” Pramela informed to caste elders, Sarpanch and others and they in turn warned her.

Since then Ramakrishna had grudge on her. In the mean time Pramela’s Neighbour Vaddala

Naga Lakshmi a mentally imbalanced women had a quarrel with Pramela and caused injuries

on head. Subsequently she was arrested and sent away from Thatipaka and the case was

settled before Lok Adalat. Lok Adalat has also ordered that since Vaddala Naga Lakshmi is

mentally imbalanced, hence any complaint given by her may not be considered. After a year

Vaddala Naga Lakshmi, came back to the village and behaved in her usual manner. She

threatened Prameela say “I will put  kerosene and set ablaze your house; I will kill your children”.

Scared,  Pramela went to village elders and narrated the situation. Vaddala Naga Lakshmi logged

a complaint against Pramela and she was taken to the Police station.

Vaddala Naga Lakshmi abused S.I in police station also. Having understood the situation the SI

warned Naga Lakshmi’s mother to see that she is given proper treatment and sent them away.

Later Naga Lakshmi again went to a hut with kerosene bottle. Suspecting that she will set

ablaze to the hut, Nithipudi Naga Lakshmi, M. Nagalakshmi and Pramela together caught

Vaddala Naga Lakshmi, tied her hands and phoned  to the police.
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Rama Krishna waiting for chance to take revenge against Prameela, he along with his wife

and daughter abused Prameela and others on the name of caste saying ‘You Mala Lanja, Mala

Munda’, questioned them for tying Naga Lakshmi’s hands and set her free. Even Sita w/o

Rama Krishna the anganwadi worker used to bring children and get them urinated near

Pramela’s house and scold her indirectly. Z.P. Chairperson the resident of the same village and

of the same caste always protects the people of his caste against the dalits. He even

discriminated Pramela and ensured that she was not allotted house. With the help of women

collectives she approached DSS and got the case registered.

Interventions:

- Conducted Fact Finding

- Ensured Registration of Case

- Demanded the DSP for action

- Strengthened the victims

- Represented to the CDPO

- Went for indefinite hunger strike and got the accused arrested.
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4. MENTAL TORTURE AND CASTE ABUSE
Name of the Victim : T. Radha Rani (43)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Kurnool Town, Kurnool

Name of the Accused : Sri Shanmugam, District Judge

Caste : OC

Address :  Family court-cum-IV Addl. District Court, Kurnool

Date of incident : 25.2. 2010

Place of Incident : Family court-cum-IV Addl. District Court, Kurnool

Type of violence : Caste abuse and Sexual harassment

Jurisdiction : II Town P.S, Kurnool

Brief Details of the Incident:

T. Radha Rani, SC Mala by caste, W/o. Sri NDS Mohan Rao, is working as typist since 2007 in

Family court-cum-IV Addl. District Court, Kurnool. Recently M. Shanmugam joined as the judge

in this court.  Since for the past 5 months, Shanmugam started harassing Radha Rani. He used

to insult her by using filthy language in an unexplainable way. She was made to come to office

early every day and was forced to stay till late hours. Unable to bear the harassment she

complained to the portfolio judge of Kurnool District, but there was no action against

Shanmugam, but in turn he has increased the harassment. He used to scold unnecessarily

and torture her mentally. He used to look for loopholes to scold her. Whenever Radha Rani

goes to Sanmugam’s chamber for signatures, he used to catch hold of her hand and harass her

sexually and forced her to satisfy his lust.  But  she never yielded and refused to accept his

overtures, he abused her in the name of caste and intimidated to suspend her.

On 25th of February,  Radha Rani raised from her seat removed her footwear and saluted by

bowing her head to the judge while he was entering into the court hall. Shanmugam humiliated

Radha Rani saying “why did you leave your foot wear on floor, take them and put on your

head. You Mala Munda! You want colorful footwear, this Mala and Madiga Bitches want jobs,

promotions, but are fit for nothing. I must have suspended you long back”. As he humiliated in

front of Advocates Subaiah and Manohar and others, Radha Rani fell unconscious. She was

immediately moved to Govt. hospital in 108 ambulance. After coming to senses around 9.p.m.

Radha Rani lodged a complaint with II Town P.S. Kurnool District, but in vain. Later Radha

Rani was arrested based on the complaint lodged by Shanmugam and was remanded for 15

days. Later without her knowledge she was moved to Mental Hospital at Erragadda, at

Hyderabad on 28th February. After observing her for 24 hrs, the authorities have discharged

confirming that her health is OK.

Interventions:

- Conducted fact finding

- Demanded the SP-Kurnool district for necessary action

- Submitted representations to commissions and state actors

- Got the case registered

- Approached the High Court countering the quash petition
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5. SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND ATTACK

Name of the Victim : Ankuri Pushpa (20)

Caste : SC Madiga

Address : Chintapalli (M), Nalgonda District.

Name of the Accused : G.N Agarwal (60)

Caste : OC

Address :  H.No. B-206, Sainikpuri,Hyderabad.

Date of incident : 23.04.10

Place of Incident : H.No. B-206, Sainikpuri,Hyderabad

Type of violence : Sexual Harassment and Attack

Jurisdiction : Kushaiguda PS

FIR Details : No 273/10 U/s 376,324,506 of IPC and 3(1) (12) of

  SC/ST (PoA) Act.

Brief Details of the Incident:

Ankuri Pushpa (20), D/o. Krishnaveni SC Madiga by caste is native of Chintapalli (M), Nalgonda

District. She pursued her studies till 7th standard. Later she joined as servant-maid on 13th

September 2003 in G.N Agarwal (60) a retired Major Colonel’s house at H.No. B-206, Sainikpuri,

Hyderabad. Pushpa used to cook and look after household works and stay there itself. For a

year everything went on well. At that time there were two other girls staying in the house. The

harassment to Pushpa started once the other girls left. G.N Agarwal used to often harass Pushpa

to satisfy his lust.  He blackmailed her by showing her nude photos taken without her knowledge.

As he was old, he forced Pushpa to message his sexual organs and later forced her to satisfy

his lust. Likewise he continued his sexual assault on Pushpa by threatening her of dire

consequences. G. N. Agarwal’s brother B. K. Agarwal resident of Calcutta also used to forcefully

have sex with Pushpa in the same manner as he used to come frequently to his brother‘s

house. Whenever Pushpa refuses to do so and say that she will go away, they used to blackmail

her with her nude photos and beat her.

On 23.04.10 morning, B.K. Agarwal came from Calcutta along with another girl and told Pushpa

to teach her about the manner in which she does sex and also told her that she will be moved

to Calcutta. As she refused, both G. N. Agarwal and B. K. Agarwal beat and punched her with

fists in delicate parts, caused her bleeding injuries and kept her in a room. Pushpa escaped

with the help of the girl from Calcutta. Later she called the police over mobile phone and the

police rescued her immediately.
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Based on her complaint a case was registered in Kushaiguda PS on 23rd April bearing Cr No.

273/10 U/s 376,324,506 of IPC and 3(1)(12) of SC/ST (PoA) Act. The victim was sent to

Gandhi Hospital for treatment and was discharged on 24th April.

 ACP- Malkajgiri being the IO has recorded the statement of the victim i.e. On 26th April and

has taken the victim to the house of Agarwal, but failed to search his house.  The victim has

stated that almost all the rooms are fitted with close circuit cameras; the computer is loaded

with films shot through the cameras. As stated by the victim a big sex scandal is going on,

therefore immediate raid be conducted to procure the evidences.

Interventions:

- Conducted fact finding

- Got the accused arrested

- Ensured speedy investigation

- Focused the incident through print and electronic media

- Met the Chairperson – SHRC

- Met the Commissioner – SWD

- Got the victim treated in corporate hospital

92 DALIT STHREE SAKTHIANNUAL REPORT - 2010



6. CHEATING IN THE NAME OF LOVE
Name of the Victim : Enje Lova (20)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Komaragiripatnam, Allavaram mandal, East Godavari District

Name of the Accused : Sanaboyana Ramesh (23)

Caste : BC Setti Balija

Address : Komaragiripatnam, Allavaram mandal, East Godavari District

Date of Incident : 12/06/2010

Type of Violence : Cheating in the name of love

Jurisdiction : Allavaram PS, East Godavari District

Details of FIR : U/s 470 and 420 of IPC

Brief details of the incident:

Enje Lova(20) d/o Nageswara Rao SC Mala by caste is the resident of Komaragiripatnam,

Allavaram mandal of East Godavari District. Enje Lova has two brothers and a sister. She has

no mother. She studied up to 10th standard. As she is the bread winner of the family, she goes

out for daily work to earn livelihood.

Sanaboyana Ramesh (23) s/o Naga Veni is the resident of the same village and is an auto

driver by profession. He keeps his auto near Alluri Sita Rama Raju statue in the village and

Enje Lova goes there to fetch drinking water. Ramesh used to follow Lova daily and used to

say that he was in love with her. Though initially she rejected, ultimately she obliged to him.

Gradually they became closer and even had sexual relation.

Naga, friend of Lova used to work in the general stores shop near Alluri Sita Rama Raju statue.

Often Ramesh used to call to Naga’s cell phone to pass on information to Lova. They used to

meet early in the morning regularly in the abandoned hospital of Byraju foundation. Ultimately

Lova became pregnant. Lova requested Ramesh to marry her as she became pregnant. He

said he will marry her later and gave tablets for abortion. Once she was aborted, he rejected to

marry her. Lova approached Allavaram PS.

Having come to know that Enje Lova has approached the police, the caste elders from both

the sides assured the police that they will resolve the issue. Since Lova’s father is a drunkard,

the elders forced her for a compromise and have decided to pay Rs 15,000/- as compensation

to her. Even the police forced her for a compromise. Enje Lova having felt that injustice was

done to her has approached DSS and got the case registered.

Intervention:

- Conducted fact finding

- Ensured the registration of case

- Focused the issue through media

- Presented the case in District Vigilance and

- Monitoring Committee

- Got the accused arrested and the sections under

theSC/ST Act included.
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7. CHEATING IN THE NAME OF LOVE

Name of the Victim : Shapuram Hemalatha (19)

Caste : SC, Madiga

Address : Peddamangalaram, Moinabad, Ranga Reddy District

Name of the Accused : B Dayakar Reddy (32)

Place of Incident : Chinna Shapur,  Ranga Reddy District

Type of violence : Cheating in the name of love

Jurisdiction : Moinabad PS

Brief details of the Incident:

Shapuram Hemalatha (19) SC, Madiga by caste is the daughter of Lingayya. She is native of

Peddamangalaram village and is a daily agricultural worker. In search of work she used to go

to Shapur daily. Dayakar Reddy of Shapur used to send a vehicle daily to fetch the workers and

Hemalatha used to go in that vehicle daily. Dayakar Reddy seduced Hemalatha and eloped

with her. Ultimately she became pregnant. The parents of Hemalatha lodged a complaint in

Moinabad PS.  Knowing about the incident, Dayakar’s wife also lodged a complaint against her

husband. Having come to know about the developments Dayakar Reddy brought back

Hemalatha and promised to marry her in the presence  of the police. Based on the complaint,

Dayakar was sent for remand. As Hemalatha was minor, she was placed in KGBV Home in

Hyderabad. Later she delivered a girl child. Hemalatha’s mother has committed suicide due to

the harassment of the villagers for compromise. At present Hemalatha is staying with her old

father. Dayakar Reddy is staying with his wife and children.

Interventions:

- Conducted fact finding

- Organized the community

- Represented to the commissions and state actors

- Got the case registered and the accused arrested
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8. CHEATING IN THE NAME OF LOVE

Name of the Victim : Gada Naga Lakshmi (19)

Caste : ST Yeruula

Address : Indupalli, Amalapuram Mandal, East Godavari Dist

Name of the Accused : Mandapati Rama Chandra (21)

Caste : ST Yerukula

Address : Indupalli, Amalapuram Mandal, East Godavari Dist

Date of Incident : 27/05/2010

Place of Incident : Indupalli, Amalapuram Mandal, East Godavari Dist

Type of Violence : Cheating in the name of love

Jurisdiction : Amalapuram Rural PS

Brief details of the incident:

Gada Satyanarayana and Manga, ST Yerukala by caste, resident of Indupalli, Amalapuram

Mandal, East Godavari District have 2 daughters and 1 son, Nagalakshmi aged 19, is the

youngest daughter. As Nagalakshmi’s mother went to Kuwait for livelihood and her father

being a drunkard who din’t take care of the family, Nagalakshmi stayed with her grandmother

in the same village working as a domestic maid. Manapati Rama Chandra, aged 21, S/o

Peddavenkanna and Venkata lakshmi, ST Yerukala by caste, a neighbour of her grandmother’s

house. Nagalaksmi used to chat with him as they met in her sister’s marriage. Slowly they

were in love and developed physical relationship. When she insisted for marriage, he promised

that he will definitely marry her after his sister’s marriage.  He used to visit her frequently

during nights and have sex with her. As a result she conceived and when she informed him, he

promised her that they can reveal to the elders after his sister’s marriage on 20th May 2009

and requested her not to disclose that she is pregnant. In the meantime he tried through

many means to abort her by giving tablets, injections and papaya fruit, but in vain. After the

marriage she started forcing him to marry, but he abruptly denied by stating that the pregnancy

was not due to him. Later he escaped to Hyderabad on 26th May 2009. On 27th May, she told

her family members that she was pregnant. The family was shocked by the news and quickly

reported in Amalapuram Rural PS. Firstly Police neglected the case but managed to bring

Rama Chandra to Amalapuram.  Nagalakshmi approached DSS for help.

Interventions:

- Conducted fact finding.

- Counseled Rama Chandra.

- Visibility through media.

- Got them married .
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9. HARASSMENT AND ATTACK

Name of the Victim : 1. Mededi  Kamala (40)

    2. Omega (17)

Caste :  SC Mala

Address : Rameshwaram Agraharam Colony, Sakhinetipalli, East Godavari

                                           District

Accused Name : 1. Bonda Sunitha (30)

  2. Golla Suresh (23)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Rameshwaram Agraharam Colony, Sakhinetipalli, East

                                            Godavari disrtict

Date of Incident : 06.01.2010

Place of Incident : Rameshwaram Agraharam Colony, Sakhinetipalli, East Godavari

                                           District

Type of Violence : Mental harassment and Physical Assault

Jurisdiction : Sakhinetipalli PS

FIR Details : No: 51/2010 in Sakhinetipalli PS, U/s 323,506,509,109 r/w 34 of IPC

Brief Details of the Incident:

Mededi Kamala w/o. Satyanarayana is living with her daughter in Rameshwaram Agraharam

Colony, Kamala’s husband and son work at Kuwait.  Kamala’s neighbor Golla Suresh stays with

his parents.  Bonda Sunitha, Suresh’s sister got married and resides at her mother-in-law’s

house at Nalgonda and often visits her mother’s house at Rameshwaram Agraharam Colony.

Sunitha noticed that Kamala’s family was growing economically better and she wanted to get

his brother’s marriage with Kamala’s daughter. One day i.e. on 06.01.2010 Sunitha started

alleging that Kamala practiced witchcraft on her brother and made him roam around her

daughter. Heated exchanges were there between both and Sunitha slapped Kamala and she

fell unconscious.

Neighbors took Kamala to hospital and admitted her. Since then Suresh and his sister Sunitha

started harassing Kamala’s daughter Omega. Suresh managed to get Omega’s picture and

morphed it with his picture and showed as if they had it together and started making

threatening calls in the midnight. A complaint was lodged with Sakhinetipalli PS. As no action

was taken they approached DSS and ensured that the case was registered.

INTERVENTIONS:

- Conducted Fact Findings

- Ensured Registration of Case

- Organized dharna

- Represented to state actors and commissions

- Got the accused arrested.
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10. GANG RAPE AND ATTACK

Name of the Victim : Chembu Nagamani (13)

Caste : SC Relli

Address : Venkatapathirajunagar, near Prema Hopital, Maharanipeta,

Visakhapatnam

Name of the Accused : 1. Singampalli Venkatesh

2. Yerramsetti Prasanth

3. Appanna

4.  Alibhai

Address of the Accused : Venkatapathirajunagar, near Prema Hospital, Maharanipeta,

Visakhapatnam

Date of Incident : 17th September 2010

Place of Incident : Venkatapathirajunagar, near Prema Hospital, Maharanipeta,

Visakhapatnam

Type of Violence : Gang Rape

Jurisdiction : II Town PS, Visakhapatnam City

FIR Details : Case is registered U/s 376, 354 r/w 34 of IPC

Cr. No- 424/10

Brief details of the incident: Chembu Nagamani(13) d/o Chalapathi Rao, Relli (SC) by caste

is the resident of Venkatapathirajunagar, near Prema Hospital, Maharanipeta in Visakhapatnam.

The victim Nagamani works as a domestic servant in the house of Singampalli Venkatesh.

She went to work as usual at about 4 pm on 17th September ’10. At that time Yerramsetti

Prasanth, Appanna and Alibhai were also there. Nagamani went upstairs to bring utensils.

Venkatesh and Prasanth dragged her inside, forcibly stripped off her clothes, pushed her on to

the bed and Venkatesh raped her, he even threatened her by slapping on the face. Later

Prasanth also raped her and threatened her not to disclose it to anyone. In the meantime as

her mother was coming, they forcibly sent her away from the backside. Nagamani informed

her parents and later lodged a complaint with II Town PS of Visakhapatnam on 17th September

itself. Though the victim has approached the PS on 17th September itself, the complaint was

registered only on 19th September.

Intervention:

- Conducted fact finding

- Ensured the registration of case

- Ensured the arrest of the accused

8 Ensured that proper medical assistance was given to the victim

8 Represented the case to the commissions and state actors
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11. ABETMENT TO SUICIDE

Name of the Victim               :  Koduri Sagar Mary

Caste :  SC

Address :  Perecharla, Medikonduru Mandal, Guntur District

Name of the Accused :  Koduri SambasivaRao

Caste :  SC

Address : Koppuravuru, Pedakakani Mandal, Guntur District

Date of incident : 17.9.2010

Place of Incident : Koppuravuru

Type of violence : Dowry harassment and abetment to suicide

Jurisdiction : Pedakakani P S

FIR Details : C No: 186/2010 U/s 306 of IPC

Brief Details of the Case:

Koduri Sagar Mary is the third daughter of Devarakonda Nageswara Rao and Nirmala,

residents of Perecherla, Guntur district. In the year 2004 Sagar Mary was married to Koduri

Sambasiva Rao of Koppuravuri village, Pedakakani mandal, Guntur district. Sambasiva

Rao is an auto driver. During the time of marriage Nageswara Rao was given a dowry of

Rs. 35000/- , 2 tulas gold and anklets. Since then Nageswara Rao, his parents and his

brothers used to harass Sagar Mary for additional dowry and on the pretext that she has

no children. Nageswara Rao used to beat her often and send to her parent’s house.  Many

times the caste elders have intervened, set right the things and send back to her in laws

house. There was no change in the attitude of Sambasiva Rao and his family members.

They used to forcibly confine Sagar Mary to the house and they did not even allow talking

to her parents. As the harassment increase she lodged a complaint in Pedakakani Police

station. The police counseled and send them back. Inspite of all these, Nageswara Rao

increased harassment.

15 days before to her death Sagar Mary called her cousin brother over phone and informed

that her husband and in laws are planning to get rid of her. On 17th September 2010 Parents

of Sagar Mary were informed that their daughter has committed suicide by hanging herself.

FIR was registered in PedaKakani PS C No: 186/2010 U/s 306 of IPC.

Interventions:

- Conducted Fact finding

- Ensured the registration of the case

- Arrest of the accused

- Represented the case to commissions and state actors.

98 DALIT STHREE SAKTHIANNUAL REPORT - 2010



12. SEXUAL EXPLOITATION BY STEP FATHER

Name of the victim : Jyothi (14)

Caste : SC Mala

Address : Ranganagar Bonthala Basthi Huts, Kawadiguda,

     Hyderabad District

Name of the Accused : Venkataiah (40)

Caste :  BC

Address : Ranganagar Bonthala Basthi Huts, Kawadiguda,

     Hyderabad District

Date of Incident : 2.2.2010

Place of Incident : Ranganagar Bonthala Basthi Huts, Kawadiguda,

     Hyderabad District

Type of violence : Sexual exploitation

Jurisdiction : Musheerabad PS

FIR Details : 35/2010 U/s 376 of IPC

Brief details of the Incident:

In the year 1999 Vijay Lakshmi (mother of Jyothi) came to Arepalli Village, Husnabad Mandal,

Karimnagar District in search of job. There she used to work on daily wages along with her

cousin sister. She married Srinivas and gave birth to Jyothi. Subsequently Srinivas became

insane and disappeared from that place. Vijay Lakshmi searched for him, but in vain. After

having come to know that Srinivas is no more, she came back to Hyderabad and earned her

livelihood by picking up scrap papers. She was staying with her sister. She came in touch with

Venkataiah and married him. She gave birth to baby and a boy. Unable to bear the harassment

of Venkataiah, she committed suicide. Vijay Lakshimi’s cousin sister was taking care of the

children and after some time Venkataiah took back the children. Jyothi got matured and

Venkataiah’s eyes fell on her. Venkataiah used to bring toddy mixed with opium and forced

Jyothi to drink daily. Later taking advantage of the situation, he used to sexually exploit her. He

has warned her of dire consequences if she  reveals the matter to anybody. On 2nd February

2010 as Jyothi started vomiting, immediately she was taken to the Hospital by Shankaramma

and Radika their neighbors. Doctor confirmed that she was 4 months pregnant. On insistence

she revealed that it was her step father Venkataiah. Having come to know, DSS intervened

and got the case registered.

Interventions:

- Conducted fact finding

- Ensured the registration of the case and arrest of the accused.

- Got the victim aborted.

- Placed the victim her brother and sister in home.

- Got the DNA Test done

- Presented the case in Public Hearing
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13. ATTACK, GANG RAPE AND DEATH

Name of the Victim : Ravula Triveni (12)

Caste : SC, Holia Dasari

Address : Gayathrinagar, Borabanda, Ranga Reddy District

Name of the Accused : Unidentified

Date of Incident : 29.3. 2010

Place of Incident : Gayathrinagar, Borabanda, Ranga Reddy District

Type of violence : Attack, Gang Rape and death

 Jurisdiction :  Sanathnagar PS

 FIR Details : No 211/2010 U/s 324 & 376 of IPC

Brief details of the Incident:

Triveni (12) belonging to Holiya Dasari caste, daughter of Pothuraju (45).  Pothuraju works

as a watchman in the independent building under construction belonging to Mahesh at

Borabanda. The ground floor contains two portions, one portion is occupied by Satyanarayana

working as reporter in Andhra Jyothi news paper and other portion is rented to Kumar a

lorry driver.  Pothuraju stays in the first floor which is under construction.  He has come to

know that prostitution is being done in the portion taken by Kumar and the same was brought

to the notice of the owner.  The owner warned them and asked to vacate the house

immediately.

On 29.04.2010, Pothuraju and his wife went to distribute the wedding cards of their eldest

son.  On the same day night five persons wearing masks have forcefully entered the house

beat his two sons and Triveni by rods causing grievous injuries.  Later they all gang raped

Triveni and left away at a stage when all three fell unconscious.  The perpetrators bolted the

house of Satyanarayana from outside.  Satyanarayana’s wife could come out around 8.am as

the milk man came and opened the outside bolt.  As nobody from Pothuraju’s family was

responding, she went up and came to know that all three were unconscious and Triveni was

lying naked.  They informed the police and moved them to hospital in 108 ambulances. The

police came around 10.am. and pressed the dog’s squad in to force. Triveni was given treatment

in an unconscious state for one week and she died around 8.30 pm. on 07.04.2010 and medical

negligence is also one of the reasons.

Interventions:

- Conducted Fact Finding

- Organized Public Action along with other organizations

in Gandhi  hospital

- Focused the issue through media

- Approached the state level actors of Police and Social

Welfare Department

- Approached the Collector RR District

- Presented the case in the public hearing organized by DSS and in the Dalit Empowerment

Week organized by Government.
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 14. CASTE ABUSE, HARASSMENT – ABETMENT TO SUICIDE

Name of the Victims : Ponnakanti Renuka (14)

Caste :  SC Budagajangam

Address : MA Nagar, Madinaguda, Myapur, Ranga Reddy

Name of the Accused :  Lavanya and Nirmala the teachers

Caste : OC

Address :  A.P. Social Welfare Society Residential School,

     Shivareddypet, Vikarabad Mandal, Ranga Reddy District

Date of Incident :  21/03/2010

Place of Incident : MA Nagar, Madinaguda, Myapur, Ranga Reddy

Type of Violence :  Humiliation and abetment to suicide

Jurisdiction : Myapur PS

FIR Details : No. 160/2010

Brief Details of the Incident:

Renuka (14)  d/o Ponnakanti Hanumanthu, Budagajangam by caste and is the resident of

Miyapur. She is studying 5th standard in A.P. Social Welfare Society Residential School at

Shivareddypet, Vikarabad (M) Ranga Reddy District.

On 21st February 2010 night, Renuka’s classmate Ujjwala screamed as she had a bad dream

due to which other students were also scared and started screaming. Lavanya and Nirmala the

teachers sleeping in the next room got disturbed and beat all the students. During this Renuka

had head injury and fell unconscious. Renuka was admitted to Govt. hospital at Vikarabad by

the school staff and the same was informed to her parents. Having come to know, Renuka’s

brothers Dastagiri and Prakasam went to the school and questioned the staff. They took Renuka

to their house as instructed by the staff. This incident was given much visibility through print

media.

Renuka was brought back to school by her parents after recovery. The principal and the staff

refused to allow her and warned them to take her back. Though they repeatedly brought

Renuka to the school, the principal and the staff rejected to allow her and warned of dire

consequences, stating that due to her, the reputation of their school was lost and the marriage

proposals for Lavanya were also cancelled. They also threaten saying that they will lodge a

complaint in the police station against her and write that her conduct is bad in the Transfer

Certificate. Due to this situation the parents of Renuka along with other organizations

approached the Sub-Collector of Vikarabad, on 20/03/2010, but in vain.

Renuka was very much interested to pursue higher education and that is the reason she joined

the residential school in 5th standard since she got the seat through entrance test, though she
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was pursuing 7th standard in the government school. Dejected over the behavior of school

management Renuka attempted for suicide by drenching herself with kerosene on 07/04/

2010. She was admitted in Gandhi hospital Hyderabad by her parents. The doctors have

confirmed that there are 75% of burns and situation is critical. A case has been registered in

Miyapur P.S of Cyberabad, bearing Crime No. 160/2010 dated 07/04/2010 and on the same

day dying declaration was recorded by the Magistrate. Renuka succumbed to the burn injuries

on 22/04/2010.

Interventions:

- Conducted fact finding

- Met Commissioner – SWD

- Met Secretary – Social Welfare Society

- Met Collector – Ranga Reddy District

- Met DCP – Myapur

- Represented to the National SC Commission

- Ensured medical treatment in corporate hospital

- Ensured departmental action against the teachers
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15. SUSPECIOUS DEATH OF MINOR GIRL

Name of the Victim : Baju Sujatha (14)

Caste :  Budagajangam

Address :  Maharajpet, Shankarpalli, Ranga Reddy District

Name of the Accused : Venugopal

Caste : OC

Address :  Green Villa, Gandipet.

Date of the Incident : 15.6.2010

Place of Incident : Green Villa, Gandipet.

Type of violence : Suspicious Death

Jurisdiction :  Narsingi P.S

FIR Details : 135/ 2010 U/s 174 of CrPC

Brief details of the Case:

Baju Sujatha (14) SC Budagajangam by caste is the 3rd daughter of Baju Krishna (40) native of

Maharajpet village, Shankarpalli mandal of Ranga Reddy District. They have migrated to

Gandipet, Narsingi mandal in Ranga Reddy District. Krishna is a daily laborer and his wife

Lakshmi is a domestic worker. Lakshmi joined as domestic worker 5 months back in

Venugopal’s house, who is the resident of Green Villa in Gandipet. Sujatha used to go along

with her mother to Venugopal’s house to help her. On the request of Venugopal, Sujatha was

kept in their house for domestic work since for the past three and half months. Sujatha used

to come every Monday to her parents and go early by 6 o’ clock on the next day. Whenever

Lakshmi used to come to see her daughter, Venugopal and his family members never used to

allow her to see.  One day when Sujatha was cooking in the kitchen she sustained burns due

to the cooker mishap, but her parents were not informed. In spite of this Sujatha was forced

to do all house hold works. Later on they arranged for a nurse to treat her in the house itself.

Her parents came to know about the incident when she came to house after some time.

Venugopal took a promissory note of Rs. 15000/- though he gave only Rs. 10,000/- to be

cleared on monthly basis in the form of salary to Sujatha. Sujatha has complained to her mother

stating that she would not go to work. Lakshmi requested her to go until the end of June

2010, so that the debt will be cleared. Once Sujatha told her parents that she is feeling scary as

she was made to sleep alone and being given heavy load of work every day. Then her father B.

Krishna went and spoke to owner Venugopal and asked to send her home back daily, otherwise

she will not continue to work. Venugopal gave assurance that Sujatha will be made to sleep

along with them but continued the same. On 13.06.2010 i.e. on Monday Sujatha came home

and the next day i.e. 14.06.2010 she refused to go to work. As her mother went to her village,
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Sujatha expressed to her father that she couldn’t work anymore as she was feeling scary to

stay there. Her father consoled her, saying just manage for this month so that the debt will be

cleared. Sujatha left to work by 6.30 in the morning of 14/06/2010. Around 1.30 p. m. Lakshmi

received a call from Venugopal’s driver that her daughter is vomiting. The very next moment

Lakshmi went to see her and found her daughter Sujatha lay down on the floor. When she

asked that what has happened to her daughter, they informed it was due to epilepsy. Lakshmi

cleaned her daughter as she urinated and went for motion in her clothes itself. Later she asked

them to take her to hospital. Upon the insistence of Lakshmi, Venugopal took Sujatha to a

hospital in Gandipet and as they denied she was moved to Premier Hospital at Lungur house

and the doctor there declared her dead.   Subsequently Venugopal took Sujatha’s dead body to

Narsingi Police Station. A case was registered U/s 174 of CrPC and the body was moved to

Osmania Hospital for Post Mortem.

Parents and Caste elder’s view:

A separate colony has been constructed for the Budagajangam community in Maharajpet

village. Around 40 houses are there in the dalit colony and many of them have migrated to

nearby places in search of livelihood. The total community is unaware of the government

provisions they have as per the constitution and are also afraid of the dominant communities.

Even the education levels are also very low and the highest qualification is 7th class. Most of

the youth are street vendors.

Parents of the deceased say we need to go here and there in search of work, Venugopal is a

well off person and he may do any sort of harm to us to get rid out of the case. Hence we don’t

want any case but are looking for some money to clear our debts. We pleaded Venugopal to

give atleast Rs. 10,000/- towards the burial expenses. Though we both caught hold of his feet

he denied giving the amount for burial expenses. Atlast due to the pressure of the caste elders

he gave Rs. 10,000/-.

Interventions:

- Conducted fact finding

- Met the Commissioner – SWD

- Met the Commissioner of Police - Cyberabad
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16. DISCRIMINATION OF DALIT AN D TRIBAL GIRLS IN RESIDENTAL SCHOOL

Name of the Victims : 1. Swetha (15) SC Madiga

                                                         2. Sony (15) Scheduled Tribe

Address : Kasthuribha Resiential School, Dharur, Ranga Reddy District

Name of the Accused :   Swapna, Teacher and Mess In-Charge

Caste : OC

Address :   Dharur, Ranga Reddy District

Date of Incident : 31/08/2010

Place of Incident : Kasthuribha Resiential School, Dharur, Ranga Reddy District

Type of Violence :  Caste abuse and Harassment

Jurisdiction :  Vikarabad PS

FIR Details :  Case not registered

Brief Details of the Incident:

Swapna has been working in this residential school for the past three years as mathematics

teacher. She is also in-charge of the hostel.  She belongs to the dominant community and often

harasses the students belonging to scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. The details of the

recent incident of harassment by Swapna are as follows. One day she beat all the students of

10th standard including Swetha (15) SC Madiga and Sony (15) belonging to Scheduled Tribe

for not doing mathematics problem. Likewise she scolded Swetha saying “Munda”, why you

are not having bindhu (bottu/ a sectarian mark on the forehead) ! Have you lost your husband?

Swetha informed the same to her parents. Swetha’s father brought it to the notice of the head

master. Having come to know about it, Swapna intensified the harassment and asked Swetha

and Sony to do a problem on the board. Having got frightened, Swetha said she would do the

problem in the notes. Though they requested, Swapna insisted to do on the board, if not she

will neck them out of the class. Swapna also warned the remaining students saying if they

remain in the class, she will not teach.

Unable to bear the humiliation both Swetha went up the stairs to commit suicide.  Anuradha

the attender, noticed them, rushed up and pulled them back and saved them. Further the

students have also complained about the quality and timings of food.

The same teacher Swapna is in charge of the hostel in the residential school. The students

have informed that she spends much time in the kitchen and storeroom. The parents have

alleged that Swapna has colluded with the contractor of the mess. Swetha’s father has lodged

a detailed complaint with the concerned MEO and in Dharoor PS, but the complaint has not

been registered. The parents of Swetha and Sony are being threatened by the local leaders to

withdraw their complaint.

105 DALIT STHREE SAKTHIANNUAL REPORT - 2010



Apart from harassment of Swetha and Sony by Swapna the teacher and the in-charge of mess,

the issues such as basic amenities etc needs to be addressed.

The allotment of rice is still pending as the name was wrongly written and even there is a

mistake in allocation of the rice quantity. Hence, often the Special Officer (in-charge of the

school) goes to the nearby schools to obtain rice. Even on the day of incident he was on the

same job. Likewise the water problem is being caused due to lack of proper pipeline and

overhead tank. Hence due to lack of water, cooking is being delayed and the children are also

facing problem. There is no compound wall to the premises, thus making easy to the intruders

and even the inmates are able to move in and out freely. Further the students have also

complained against the mess contractor’s behavior and food.

Interventions:

- Conducted fact finding

- Focused the issue through print media

- Approached Collector – Ranga Reddy

- Approached SP- Ranga Reddy

- Represented to the state project manager – RVM

- Conducted awareness camps

- Got the teacher and contractor removed.
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17. SEXUAL EXPLOITATION OF INSANE MINOR GIRL

Name of the Victim :  Vadlapati Divya Sri (14)

Caste :  SC

Address :   Mangalagunta Palem, Narsapuram, W G Dt

Name of the Accused :  Ella Rambabu (30)

Caste :  BC Balija

Address :  Mangalagunta Palem, Narsapuram, W G Dt

Date of incident : 22. 5.2010

Place of Incident : Mangalagunta Palem, Narsapuram, W G Dt

Type of violence : Sexual exploitation

Jurisdiction : Narsapuram PS

FIR Details : Cr No 53/2010 U/S 376 r/w 34 of IPC and SC/ST (PoA)

                                                         Act

Brief Details of the Case:

Divya Sri is the daughter of Vara Prasada Rao and Jayamma, residents of Mangalagunta Palem,

Narsapuram, W G Dt. They are agricultural workers. As they did not have children they adopted

Divya Sri from a hospital when she was an infant baby. When she has grown up they came to

know that she is mentally retarded. In this helpless situation they were forced to leave Divya

Sri at home alone and go for work. One day Ella Rambabu of the same village mason by

occupation came to the house of Vara Prasada Rao to do work. Ram Babu is married and has

two children. Having noticed the situation that Divya Sri is mentally retarded, stays alone at

home during day time, he sexually exploited her. As Divya Sri had vomiting her parents took

her to the doctor. They were astonished when the doctor informed them that Divya Sri was 3

months pregnant. Having come to know that it was Ram Babu, Vara Prasada Rao and his wife

Jayamma went to his house and asked him. Ram Babu reacted seriously and said how dare

you come and ask me, abused them on the name of caste. He said satisfied the lust of your

daughter on her instigation. He also warned them of dire consequences and said to go and

utter with whomever you want.

In this helpless situation Vara Prasada Rao approached the police and lodged a complaint on

22nd May 2010.  The case was registered in Narsapur Rural Police station of West Godavari

district.

Interventions:

- Conducted Fact finding

- Ensured the arrest of the accused

- Presented the case in Round Table Conference

- Represented to the commissions and state actors.
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Introduction

The situation of the dalit girl child is pathetic from her birth, as girls are unwanted in the

family.  A general feeling of impatience towards her is exhibited from her birth.  The dominant

thinking of the patriarchal society to prefer only a male child is very much ingrained even

among the dalit communities these days.  When a girl is born, the mother is scorned and  the

baby is  looked as unwanted.  The incidents of throwing away a female baby in dustbins, drainage

canal or on the road side thorny bushes within days after birth are increasing reported in the

media.  Throwing away like this is done by minority but in almost all the instances of birth of

a female child, even if the baby is not thrown out, she is brought up almost scornfully and as a

slave.  The girl is forced to work day in and day out in the house as well as a wage earner and

her earnings are enjoyed by the father and other members of the family.  The girl child is

employed as maid servant in the houses of dominant castes.  Parents send the girl child to far

of places also as maid servant without bothering about her safety and in fact knowing full well

that there she will be exploited like a slave. This is the attitude of majority of the parents

towards their own girl children.  It is doubtful if there are at least 10% of parents who have an

attitude of treating girl also as equal to boy.  This being the outlook of the parents themselves

towards their girl child, one can’t expect a better or refined attitude of the society towards the

girl children.  It is  this heinous outlook that is responsible for the routine incidents of  dalit girl

children working as maid servants  being burdened with heavy work load, torture with hot

instruments, pouring hot oil, sexual exploitation etc.  While all this exploitation and torture is

being practiced on the dalit girl on the one hand, on the other hand there is a regular trafficking

racket going on whereby dalit girl children are kidnapped/abducted and sold to prostitute

dens in metropolitan cities/tourist resorts.

DSS is seriously concerned to protect the dalit girl children from this pathetic situation and

for this is analyzing the possibilities of various alternatives to protect the girl children.  As a

first step, DSS thought of implementing the programme of  improving the working of

anganwadi centres, social welfare hostels and government schools.  If these institutions and

their functioning is improved, it helps to some extent in protecting the dalit girl child from

being exploited and in giving her education.  Since the girl child is seen as a burden by most of

the  poverty stricken dalit families, if the girl’s brought up is taken care of from the childhood

by anganwadis, social welfare hostels and schools, the parents will be willing to send her for

SITUATION OF DALIT GIRL CHILDREN
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education instead of as a maid servant.  Hence, to begin with, DSS thought of improving the

safety and working conditions of these institutions and persuading parents to get their girl

children educated.  DSS believes that the girl child has to be protected and empowered to

become a future dalit women leader of the society.

 Pathetic situation of Government Schools, Anganwadi Centres and Social Welfare

Hostels:

As on now the anganwadi centres, social welfare hostels and government schools are in a very

vulnerable state. Unless and until the situation in these institutions are set right, we cannot

give qualitative childhood and quality education to dalit girl children.  DSS has taken up various

activities step by step in a systematic way to set right the things in these institutions. As the

first step DSS has conducted a survey on the anganwadi centres, schools and hostels in its area

of operation to know the ground realities. After analyzing the survey data DSS has designed

activities and implemented them to better the situations there. DSS has imparted the necessary

knowledge on monitoring these institutions to its team and women collectives and has been

continuously monitoring them. A few findings of monitoring these institutions are detailed

below:

Mandal Parishad Primary School, Korlapadivari Palem, Ambajipet mandal,  East Godavari

District: The school is run in a old building and all the rooms leak during rains. The school

being adjacent to the high way and without a compound wall has become very unsafe to the

children. There are only two class rooms in which 5 classes are conducted. Though the school

has toilets, the teachers only use them and the children are sent out side.

Mandal Parishad Primary School, Nagabattulavari Palem, Ambajipet mandal, East

Godavari District:  The school is run in a old tiled building and as many of the tiles are damaged

the rain water seeps into all the rooms. There are no benches to sit and the floor is in a very

bad shape. As the toilets are not in a working condition, the children are forced to cross the

road and go for nature calls leading to accidents while crossing the road. The school doesn’t

even have water facility and 35 children from the total of 45 are dalits.

Mandal Parishad Uppar Primary School, Karalapadu, Piduguralla mandal, Guntur

District: The school is situated in the main village and is far away from the dalit colony. It has

a total strength of 210, among them 48 are dalit girls and 54 are dalit boys. Though the school

has 5 class rooms only one is in working condition. All the 7 classes starting from 1st to 7th

standard are conducted in this single room. During rainy season the situation is still worse as

all the rain water is logged within the school premises. All the 210 children have to sit on the

floor as there are no benches. Even the girl children suffer a lot as they do not have separate

toilets.
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Mandal Primary School, Pillutla,  Machavaram mandal, Guntur District: The school has a

total strength of 196 of which 30 are dalit girls and 34 are dalit boys. The school is very far

away from the dalit colony. There are five rooms and one of them is not in a working condition.

The school has no compound wall hence the cattle come in and spoil the premises. The teachers

force the children to clean the premises. The school has two toilets and only the teachers use

them. The children have to go outside for nature call which is very problematic for the girl

children. As there are no benches the children will have to sit on the floor. As it is very far away

to the dalit colony the parents are forced to abstain their children from going to school. The

school has water facility through a hand pump, as the water is fluorinated; it is causing ill

health to the children.

Mandal Parishad Primary School, Ambedkar Nagar, Tsundur Mandal, Guntur District:

The school is situated far away from the village and it is surrounded by thorny bushes. There

is no proper way for the school. The place surrounding the school is used for open defecation,

thus causing stinking smell. The situation is still worse in rainy season.  As there is no

compound wall the cattle make the premises unclean. The school has no drinking water facility

and the toilets are not in a working condition. The teachers being non local, the midday meal

workers do not care them. The children are forced to clean the school premises, cooking and

dining place.

Mandal Parishad Primary School, Shabad Mandal, Ranga Reddy District: There are about

100 dalit girls and boys in this school. There are 3 class rooms in the school and the entire

rooms leak during rains. There is a electrical transformer in the premises and 2 big ditches

leading to dangerous situation to the children. As the burial ground is located behind the school

the children are prone for all sorts of fear. The toilets are not in working condition.

Mandal Parishad Primary School, Nagarkunta, Shabad Mandal, Ranga Reddy District:

The school has a total of 5 rooms, of which one is not in a working condition and the other

room is situated at a distant place, hence only 2 rooms are being used as class rooms. The

construction of the toilets has not been completed and the children are going to the nearby

fields for nature call. Many a times the children have even come across the snakes while going

for nature call. Though the school has 2 acres of land, the premises is made dirty as often the

cattle’s pass by due to the lack of compound wall. The children are forced to clean the premises.

The children have to sit on the floor as there are no benches.
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Primary School, Ranga Nagar, Bolakpur, Musheerabad Division, Secunderabad: The

school has a total strength of 30 children. There are only two teachers to handle 5 classes. The

school is run in the old community hall and half of the space is occupied by the police on

picket duty.  The inconvenience caused by the police is intolerable and the children are afraid

of their presence. They sit at the entrance door blocking the way to the children; do all sorts of

things inside including smoking cigarettes. They even discuss loudly. Half of the place is

occupied by the police and in the remaining half on side damaged furniture is dumped and in

the remaining part the school is run. These being a community hall, functions are held here

and on that day the school is closed. There is no water facility and toilet facility.

Primary School, Anna Nagar, Hyderabad: The school has a total strength of 80 children and

5 classes are run into 2 class rooms. The Ayah makes the children to clean the premises, toilets

and water 8Anganwadi centres in Erisumanda, Kamujuvari Peta, Pulletikurru, Pedapudi

of Ambajipet Mandal in East Godavari District: These centres do not have basic facilities

and are run either in the house of the teacher or ayah. The centre in Bheemanapalli of

Uppalaguptam mandal is run in the house of the ayah belonging to dominant community. The

age of the ayah is 80 years approximately. This centre has very unhygienic conditions and the

ayah discriminates the dalit children.  Almost all the centres do not have facilities such as toys,

water and toilets.

Pediguralla, Machavaram, Dachepalli, Mangalagiri, Duggirala, Tenali, Tsundur mandals

of Guntur District: Most of the centres in this area are in a bad shape. They are run either in

the Panchayat office or verandas of the school or in rented premises. Almost all the centres do

not have facilities such as toys, water and toilets.  The centres do not even have adequate place

to sit or play. In some centres the children are made to sit in the open space.

Situation in the social welfare hostels and residential schools: In general the hostels and

the residential schools are without many facilities and are run in unhygienic conditions leading

to many communicable deceases. The situation of the toilets is very pathetic with stinking

smell and in many places the children clean the toilets. In some hostels the staffs misbehaves

with the children. In some hostels the children take bath in the dark due to lack of bath rooms.

Most of the hostels lack proper protection and security and any intruder can easily slip in. The

food is of low quality, inadequate space, lack of proper water facility and with an uncondusive

environment for education.

The issues as mentioned above identified during our regular monitoring have been taken to

the notice of the concerned authorities at respective levels and repeatedly pestering them to

resolve these issues.
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Photos of Anganwadi centres
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Campaign on “Qualitative Childhood to Dalit Girl Children”
In the Indian caste system the Dalit girl children have been suffering due to their triple identity

of Dalit, child and girl. Despite all lofty proclamations,   the situation of the dalit girl child

remains pathetic. The 1990 World Conference on Education for All and the subsequent

declarations were not at all implemented in the country.

Hence, Dalit Sthree Sakthi (DSS) decided to launch an intensive campaign to win community

support to improve the life of dalit girl children in the State of A.P., with the slogan “Qualitative

Childhood to Dalit Girl Child” for 9 days from 15th to 23rd November 2010.  The campaign

aimed at sensitizing the community at large and to bring awareness among the parents of

dalit girl children, society, concerned departments, local bodies etc on the prevailing conditions

of functioning of Anganwadi Centres, Government Schools and Social Welfare Hostels.

The DSS campaign was christened as “Dalit Girl Child Ratha Yatra” (Ratha Yatra means Chariot

Journey)which  stands in stark contrast to the much publicized practice of all political parties

to launch Ratha Yatras for their political and personal ends.

The campaign was launched by D.Srinivasulu IAS, Principal Secretary, Labour Department

and Vijaya Bharathi Director (Retd)-Telugu Academy. Other dignitaries that participated were

Kaki Madhava Rao IAS Retd. Chief Secretary, women leaders Ms. Vasantha Kannabhiran,

Sumathi, Sajaya, Prof Pushpa Chakrapani, Siddhoji-

Director Ambedkar Study Circle, Vinay Kumar-DBF, SC/

ST Bank Employee’s Association leaders G.Shankar,

Rajendra Kumar, Narayana Rao, RPI leaders Gnaneswar

& Seshu, Krupakar Madiga-Dhandora Leader and Poet,

Subhadra-Dalit Poetess, Hemalatha-HRLN, Indhira-

Amanvedhika, Suresh– Director Youth Empowering

Society, Daniel-Ankuram, Arif-Dalit Minorities Front,

Basavaraj-APSA and others.

The Team, the Vehicles (chariot) & the Journey:

The Ratha Yatra convoy consisted of a 60 member team

of selected, trained volunteers and a well trained cultural

team.  The team was accommodated in 3 vehicles

which were fully decorated with flexi banners

carrying the slogans of the Yatra and DSS. The

passage of the vehicles with those banners and

volunteers inside conveyed the campaign message

to the public. The volunteers were in high spirits and

actively bore the stress and strain of continuous

travel covering 3449 kilometers in total from

Hyderabad to Visakhapatnam covering number of

villages of Ranga Reddy, Hyderabad, Guntur, Krishna,

West Godavari, East Godavari and Visakhapatnam

districts. Posters have been affixed and thousands

of Pamphlets have been distributed throughout the

Sri B. Viaya Bharathi flagging off the
campaign
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area in the course of the tour. The Pamphlets give details of the plight of dalit girl children and

the need to rise up to address the issue.

Starting from the Day 1 till the concluding day public meetings and press meets were held at

all the places as the convoy passed through on the thematic areas concerning dalit girl child.

Throughout the campaign, the Sarpanchs of respective villages, MPTC members, Heads of

various Ambedkar associations, representatives of like minded organizations have

participated and addressed the gathering.

Highlights of the Campaign:

The Campaign team was at all ease right from the first day till the last day. The slogans raised

by them have touched the sky. In the team there are even mothers who have left their kids at

homes and have been in the campaign for the whole 10 days with high levels of commitment

towards the cause.  In all the areas the Volunteers were appreciated by the officials,

representatives of local organizations, community for their commitment and active

participation. 3 additional members were there in the form drivers and were with the same

spirit and enthusiasm for all the 10 days. The labour department team of the respective districts

has participated throughout the campaign.

Campaign Demands:

- To provide building and other facilities for anganwadi centres

- To put a special focus on the dalit girl children in the government schools and provide

them qualitative education

- To provide basic amenities in the schools

- To provide protection to the girl children in the hostels apart from   basic amenities

- To nationalize the corporate and private education institutions

- To eradicate caste discrimination in education institutions

- To eradicate violence and violations on dalit girl children

- To implement common school system as per recommendations of   Kothari commission

- To allocate the due share in the budget as per SC Sub Plan and   Tribal Sub Plan, and spend

them through a separate Nodal Agency.

Impact:

- First and foremost impact was on the dalit community who felt enthused that their

problems are focused by DSS

- Public at large were sensitized through the speeches, pamphlets   and wide coverage of

themedia

- The campaign created feelings among the hostel inmates that they can confidently

complain to DSS on their problems

- A message is conveyed to the administration in general and the hostel managers in

particular that DSS may check up the conditions of the hostels any time.

- The DSS team and leaders of the women collectives themselves were practically educated

about the situation of their own children in the anganwadi centres, hostels & schools,

thereby motivated them to work for the community with further commitment.

- Many local leaders in villages appreciated and participated in the programme and these

leaders have promised to monitor the centres of their respective areas.
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Photos of Campaign
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Responses from various Commissions
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Savithri Bai Phule - Birth Anniversary celebrations(4.1.2010): Ambedkar Students

Association has organized a public meeting at Hyderabad Central University on 4th January

Networking
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2010 on the eve of birth anniversary celebrations

of Savitri Bai phule. Addressing the gathering the

convener of DSS said that Savithri Bai has strived

very hard to promote education among the women

and today we need to do the same to promote

education among the dalit girl children. The DSS

cultural team performed cultural programmes.

Committee for the elimination of caste discrimination in educational institutions

(16.1.2010): NDF has organized a meeting on 16th January 2010 at Hyderabad with the like

minded organizations to curtail caste discrimination against the dalit students in educational

institutions including corporate institutions. The participants shared about their experiences

of discrimination and the vulnerability in the social welfare hostels.   Later the representative

of DSS has shared about the incident of Anusha, the student of Villa Maria College who

committed suicide by jumping from the 5th floor of the college due to caste discrimination of

her co students and the irresponsible behaviour of the management. It has been decided to

follow up few cases in order to access justice.

In continuation, the network meeting to address the issues of caste discrimination in

educational institutions was held on 25th January 2010.  About 50 members representing

various organizations participated.  All the members expressed their willingness to work

together for the cause. It was decided to form an advocacy forum to work for the self respect

of the dalit students and other marginalized sections.  It was named as “Committee for the

Elimination of Caste Discrimination in Educational Institutions”.

Training on SC/ST (PoA) Act at National Level to the Youth (13.2.2010): Nehru Yuva

Kendra Sangathan a wing of Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Govt of India,  Andhra Pradesh

Zone has organized a training programme for its youth coordinators at national level in

Hyderabad. About 100 youth attended from various states including the north eastern states.

Negi the Zonal Director presided over the programme. The session on SC/ST (PoA) Act was

taken by the Programme Manager of DSS GDV Prakash. He explained in brief about the

constitution including fundamental rights, directive principles and few articles. Similarly he

explained about roles of legislature, executive, judiciary and the history prior to SC/ST (PoA)
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Act. He explained about various clauses sub section wise, the rules pertaining to investigation,

charge sheet, compensation etc.

Workshop on status of support services to women facing domestic violence in Andhra

Pradesh (3.3.2010): The workshop was held on 3rd March at NISME, Hyderabad by Women

Development and Child Welfare Department. The welcome address was given by Girija, Oxfam

and the participants introduced themselves. Service Providers from various parts of AP,

representatives from various women organizations, NGOs, GOs attended the workshop.  Later

the participants were divided into 4 groups namely Swadhar Homes, Help Lines, Short Stay

Homes and NGOs.

Anuradha, IAS, Director, Women Development and Child Welfare Department said that the

definition or the monitoring of these homes is quite chaotic, hence there is a need to bring

certain uniformity in all the homes.   She suggested that instead of maintaining them as

‘working women homes’ or ‘tailoring homes’, these homes can be made as collegiate homes.

She stressed on the need of all the homes to be identical with similar standards and

geographically evenly redistributed.

Agitation for Social Justice(23.3.2010): DSS team attended the public action (dharna)

organized by Dalit Bahujan Front at Indira Park on 23rd March 2010 demanding land, budget,

livelihood, education, housing, right to protection etc. Addressing the gathering,  Programme

Manager – DSS has said that the situation of dalit women is vulnerable among the vulnerable

and much emphasis needs to be put on them. He also demanded that the budget be allocated

as per SC Sub Plan to bring the dalit women on to mainstream on par with the other women.

The representatives CPI, CPM, RPI, Loksatta also participated.

Increasing Violence on Women in the State : Reasons & Possible Solutions (8.3.2010):

The Women Development & Child Welfare Department of Andhra Pradesh organized a meeting

on 8th March 2010 at Hyderabad. Panel discussion was held on the increasing violence on

women in the state.  The intention behind this discussion was to bring out possible solutions

to eradicate violence of all forms on women and girl children.  Panel members were selected

from different fields to gain a comprehensive result.  Chaya Ratan, IAS, Principal Secretary

and Anuradha, Director, Women Development & Child Welfare Department put their efforts

in yielding good results from this discussion.  K.R. Venu Gopal was invited as the chief guest.

The program started with the introduction of the panel members to the massive audience

who were mostly women from all districts.  The first part of the discussion was about the

types of violence faced by women and the reasons. After reasoning out the causes of violence,

possible solutions were worked out.
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Later the floor was declared open for the discussion.  Samantha from Dalit Sthree Sakthi raised

a point that while discussing on the women issues, dalit women issues need a special focus.

Dalit women face oppression from non-dalit men, women and dalit men.  During caste

disputes, her body is made the warfield.  The police do not even register the atrocities against

dalit women.  Even the judges also overlook the plight of dalit women victims.  Most of the

victims of trafficking, cheating in the name of love, child labour, sex workers are dalit women.

She said that the lives of women would change when there is qualitative childhood.  But the

educational centres for dalit girl children – Anganwadi Centres, Government Schools and Social

Welfare Hostels are in miserable conditions.  The dalit girl children are denied of basic rights

like food, clothing, proper shelter and moreover are subjected to discrimination, sexual

exploitation.  She suggested that the rights of dalit girl children and women should be

campaigned largely, the stake holders should be sensitized and the penalization should be

strictly implemented for the perpetrators. KR Venu Gopal said that all the rights that were

discussed by the panellists, audience are enshrined in the Constitution of our country.  Many

rights were internalized in the domestic laws from international laws like CEDAW.

SWRF: The State Women Rights Forum meetings were held in the months of December, January

and March. Elaborate discussions took place on issues, on the prevailing conditions and the

gaps in the implementation of the laws. The members felt the need to strengthen the forum,

work out strategies and work as a peer pressure group to build on adequate amount of pressure

on the concerned departments to access justice. Likewise it has also been decided to make

policy level interventions, advocacy and lobby with the concerned departments for effective

implementation of the Acts to curtail the increasing violence on women in the state.

Naveena Mahila Awards: TV9, the famous electronic news channel announces Navina Mahila

Awards every year on the eve of International Women’s Day. We are proud to say that DSS has

bagged one more award this year, and it is Ms. Mariamma from Krishna district who was

awarded Navina Mahila Award for courageously fighting against the alienation of 118 acres

of land given to the dalits.

Ambedkar Jayanthi (14.4.2010): Convener attended to the public meeting organized by

the students of Ambedkar Study Circle at Ambedkar Bhavan in Vijayawada on 14th April. The

local MLAs and the Minister for Primary Education have also attended. The Convener addressing

the gathering has reminded the youth about their responsibility towards the community and

the way they need to clearly prepare the time table for the competitive exams they are

appearing. The youth are carrying the responsibility of showing the way to the children in

their villages. Likewise the youth should also be aware of the various dalit movements as they

are to take forward the dalit movement. The youth should be empowered in such a way that
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even the politicians respect them. As now a days youth are lacking that spark in them, hence

even the politicians are making use of them and even exploiting our resources.

Training to Youth on SC/ST Act (25.9.2010): Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan a wing of

Ministry of Youth Affairs has organized a national level training for tribal youth on SC/ST Act

on 25th September 2010 at Hyderabad. Program manager DSS was the resource person. The

participants were explained about the roles of legislature, executive and judiciary apart from

the SC/ST (PoA) Act. About 100 tribal youth from various states have participated.

Protest against Liquor (22.5.2010):  Planning meeting against liquor was organized by

Jana Vignana Vedhika at Sundaraiah Vignana Kendram, Hyderabad on 22nd May 2010.  DSS

team participated in the discussions and has raised the impact of the liquor on dalit families

and the way it is ruining the dalit families. The team also explained about the havoc being

played by the belt shops and its promoters in rural areas. It has also demanded for the

immediate closure of all the belt shops, rationalization of the wine shops, implementation of

specific timings and closure of wine shops nearer to the education institutions and residential

localities. It has been decided to wage a collective battle against the liquor.
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Fight for Justice on False Implication of

Satyam Babu (9.6.2010): DSS participated

in the public action (dharna) held at

Ambedkar statue, Tank Bund, Hyderabad on

9th June 2010 in protest against false

implication of Satyam Babu in the rape and

murder of Ayesha Mira,  a B Pharmacy student

at Vijayawada. The dharna was organized by

Mala Mahanadu. The participants of dharna

were taken into police custody and were

moved to Nampalli PS. The protest was continued in front of the police station and has

demanded immediate release of Satyam Babu, likewise proper medical assistance to him,

necessary rehabilitation to the family and action against the concerned police officials who

have falsely implicated Satyam Babu in the case. Mariayamma,  mother of Satyam Babu has

also participated in the dharna.

The Convener and the DSS team have attended to the court trials of Ayesha Mira’s case wherein

Satyam Babu was falsely implicated on 30th & 31st Aug, 2nd & 3rd Sep’10. The senior advocate

of High Court Bojja Tharakam and P.Srinivas were the advocates on behalf of Satyam Babu.

The cross examination of the witnesses was done based on the order procured from the High

Court. The team has visited the place of occurrence during the trial. The day to day developments

in the court were focused through media.

ANNUAL REPORT - 2010

Programme Manager - DSS



On 29th September 2010, the day of judgement, DSS team attended to the court. Satyam

Babu was sentenced life imprisonment. DSS protested against the judgement in the court

premises. The main gate of the court was locked by the enraged public and they have not

allowed the police to move Satyam Babu to jail. Slogans were given against the judiciary in

protest and the media was clearly explained about the manner in which both the judiciary

and the police are behaving against the dalits. This judgement has proved that how actively

the police and the judiciary function against the dalits that were falsely implicated in the

cases and the manner they acquit the cases in which the dalits are victims.

A public meeting was organized on 2nd September 2010 at Press Club, Hyderabad by

Navayanam to censure the manner in which judiciary is behaving towards the dalits and the

non dalits. The dignitaries on the dais have explained the manner in which Satyam Raju was

treated though he admitted the crimes done by him and how Satyam Babu’s requests were

turned down though he was falsely implicated in the case. Addressing the gathering Daniel

Prakash has said that Judiciary is different from the other departments.  He said :  Though

Ambedkar has written the constitution, the judiciary is not in our hands. It is in the hands of

the dominant communities. Most of the judges, advocates and the other staff belong to

dominant communities and hence justice is denied to us. Likewise we are able to question

any other departments such as the Chief Minister, DGP etc, but not the judiciary. We don’t

even know the process which is happening in the judiciary. Unless and until we ensure change

in the judiciary we can’t access justice. Therefore there is every need for all of us to come

under one umbrella, wage a battle against the judiciary and at the same time render all

necessary support in accessing justice to Satyam Babu.’  The other dignitaries on the dais

were Chalapathi- HRLN, Karthik-NDF, Prem Kumar, Suresh-APCLC.  It has been decided to

form a protection committee.

Satyam Babu-Ayesha Meera Protection Committee has met on 14th September ‘10 afternoon

at conference hall of Progressive Media. Representatives a various organizations such as

KNPS, NDF, DSS, HRLN, Sakshi etc have participated. The Programme Manager-DSS has been

entrusted the responsibility of preparing a two page note on the case.

Satyam Babu-Ayesha Meera Protection Committee has met on 15th September ’10 at Sri

Bojja Tarakam’s office. Sri Tharakam has detailed about the written arguments and the

arguments which went on for days. He also said that the judge has visited the place of incident

upon his suggestion. The members have detailed him about the decisions taken in the meeting

held the day before. In view of the developments Mr.Tharakam has suggested to stop all further

moves as we shouldn’t do anything which influences the judgement. Hence it has been decided

to meet again after the judgement.
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Fight for Justice on false implication of

Satyam Babu (30.10.2010): A meeting was

held on 30th October at Hyderabad by the

Protection Committee of victimized Satyam

Babu.  Participating in the meeting as a guest,

the Convener-DSS has stressed once again on

the stand of DSS that it is worried only on

bringing out Satyam Babu. She has also said

that the mother of the deceased has to open

up as she knows the actual culprits. She said
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community is laying on our shoulders. We need to

review thoroughly the dalit movement and work

out strategies for its effectiveness and at the same

time chalk out the direction for the future

discourse.  It is not enough that few dalits have got

elected into few political posts, but we need to

capture political power.’   DSS cultural team was

the centre point of attraction with its Ambedkar

oriented songs.

Public meeting - Condemning the incident on Joint Collector (24.8.2010): A mammoth

public meeting was organized by the joint action committee on 24th August ’10 at

Subrahmanyam Maidanam, Rajhamundry in East Godavari district to condemn the incident

on the joint collector. The dalits in large have participated amidst rain in response participated

and expressed solidarity. Member of Parliament of Amalapuram has gone to an extent of

resigning if the government doesn’t take action immediately. The speakers have condemned

that there were many violations right from FIR to judgement which were over looked by the

judiciary, though many evidences were there. This judgement once again shows how the dalits

are victimized to save the accused belonging to dominant community.

Ambedkar Statue Opening (13.6. 2010): DSS team participated in the Ambedkar Statue

opening at Mopidevi, Krishna district on 13th June 2010. The local Member of Parliament, MLA,

Deputy Superintendent of Police and others have also participated. Addressing the gathering

the Convener-DSS has said : ‘we all need to be equipped with Ambedkar ideology and will have

to walk in the path laid by him. She reminded about the responsibility of bringing up the dalit

Jhansi Geddam Convener - DSS in the
Ambedker Statue openeing meeting
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the judge for granting bail to advocate within no time. Bojja Tharakam has briefed how the

perpetrator and his henchmen had a verbal battle with the joint collector and the manner in

which the judge has granted bail to him. He said that the high court has issued notice to him

on contempt of court. He said that he has challenged the case in high court and if necessary

will go to Supreme Court. He also said that we need to prepare for a war in order to protect
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SC/ST (PoA) Act. Jhansi Geddam has warned

saying we know how to take revenge and don’t

force us to take the law into our hands. She also

demanded the government to release a white

paper on the status of the cases registered

under SC/ST Act. P.S.Bose and P.Satyanarayana

Ministers representing the state government

have participated and expressed their

solidarity and have promised to do justice.

G.Surya Rao former minister, T.V.Rama Rao

MLA, D.Sambaiah former MLA and

representatives of various welfare associations have participated.

Discrimination on Dalits in Andhra Bank – Press Meet (26.8.2010): A press meet was

organized on 26th August ’10 at Press Club, Hyderabad by the SC/ST Employees Welfare

Association of Andhra Bank. General Secretary of the association has detailed about the

Ministers, Members of Parliament and

Convener - DSS on the dias

Convener - DSS with the leaders of

Employee Associations

injustice being done to the staff belonging to SC/ST by

the Chairman & Managing Director including the

management. He briefed that Ms Nirmala working as the

manager in Hyderabad was transferred to Orissa for

mistake done by her husband and he himself was

transferred to Bangalore for questioning the injustice

being done to dalits. Jhansi Convener-DSS has condemned

the behaviour on the management towards dalits and the

discrimination towards dalit women. She demanded for

the list of managers transferred in the past 2 months and has said that the management will

be held responsible for any action taken by the joint action committee. The other dignitaries

on the dais were JB Raju, Shankar, Mysaiah and leaders of other employee associations.

State Level Consultation on Welfare, Development and Protection of SC/ST (21.9.2010):
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DSS participated in the state level consultation organized for the like-minded organizations

by DBF at Progressive Media Hall, Hyderabad on 21st September ’10 to work out an action

plan for the welfare, development and protection of SC/ST. All have detailed about the prevailing

situation in the state, the violations in all aspects including schools, anganwadi centres, hostels,

non allocation of budget under SC Sub Plan, ongoing violence on dalits etc. The Programme

Manager-DSS has suggested for action oriented plan instead of discussing the same repeatedly

and has asked to file cases of violations in Supreme Court under right to food for the sake of

welfare, prepare specific micro plans and demand for budget to achieve development, likewise

identify the gaps in the implementation of the SC/ST Act for the protection of the SC/STs.

Workshop on Accessing Rights to Dalits and Adivasis (27.10.2010): A workshop was

organized by Dalit and Adivasi organizations coordination committee on 27th October at Press

club, Hyderabad. The workshop was organized to discuss on Welfare, Development and

Protection. The Convener – DSS attending as the speaker has detailed about various types of

violence on dalits, with much focus on dalit women, various legal provisions, the change in

the forms of violence, the repeated violations by the police, etc. Likewise she also stressed on

the profound increase in the compromise of cases and encouragement for the same form the

police and judiciary due to the lack of continuous follow-up from the organizations.

Advocates Meeting (13.11.2010): HRLN organized a one day workshop for advocates and

activists on 13th November at Hyderabad. Participating in the meeting as a speaker the

Convener – DSS has explained the gaps in the follow up of the cases of violence and has clearly

stated the areas of intervention of the advocates. She also requested the advocates to capacitate

themselves to face the challenges and has also said that DSS is ready to give necessary support.

She stressed on the effective intervention of the activists to strengthen the dalit movement

and the need of their support to the advocates to be more effective in the pecuniary follow up

of the cases. Sharing the recent incidents of violence on dalit women, girl children and joint

collector of East Godavari etc and the meetings organized with dalit  advocates in the districts,

have said that the advocates are looking for support in addressing the cases and at the same

time have felt that there is a need  to have a platform at state level.
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Award for Convener (11.11.2010): Religion

of Ambedkar Mission has organized a public

meeting at Hyderabad on 11th November on

the eve of the release of Ambedkar Era 53 AA

Diary release. Ministers D Nagendar, Sankar

Rao & T Bala Raju, Prof K V Chalam of UGC

and other eminent leaders have addressed the

gathering by recollecting many incidents of

Ambedkar for social reformation. On this

occasion some eminent activists and socialConvener - DSS receiving the Award
from the Ministers

workers were awarded. The Convener of DSS was given the Social Achievers Award for

rendering remarkable services to dalit women and girl children. She was felicitated by the

ministers T Bala Raju and Sankara Rao.

Dalit & Adivasi Organizations Coordination Committee (26.11.2010): The coordination

committee has organized a Round Table Conference with like minded organizations, activists

etc on 26th November at SVK , Hyderabad to discuss on Welfare, Development and Protection

of Dalits and Adivasis. The participants have shared their experiences, detailed about the

present scenario and have expressed dismay over the role of the government. The BJP leaders

B.Dattatreya and G.Kishen Reddy have expressed their support and have detailed about the

stand of their party. Likewise they have also promised to raise discussions in Lok Sabha and

in the State Legislative Assembly and bring pressure on the respective governments to do

justice for dalits and adivasis.

Public Hearing on Girl Children (30.11.2010): Asmitha resource centre has organized a

national level round table conference on violence against girl children at SVK, Hyderabad on

30th November. Various cases of violence were presented and DSS has presented the case of

Renuka. The mother of deceased Renuka has very clearly detailed about the incident and the

interventions of DSS. The Convener DSS participating as one of the speakers and has detailed

about the vulnerable situation of the dalit girl children in anganwadi centres, schools and hostels

and has also explained about the helpless situation of the concerned government departments.

Therefore she requested each and every one to follow up regularly for ensuring conducive

environment for the girl children.

Dharna Public Action (2.12.2010):  Bhoomika has initiated public action with all the like

minded women organizations at Dharna chowk, Hyderabad on 2nd December and has

condemned the decision taken in the Rajya Sabha to amend 498A as it is being misused. The

DSS team has taken active participation in the dharna. The Convener DSS participating as
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one of the speakers has said that the government machinery including the judiciary have

failed to implement the special Acts meant for the dalits and women, but is showing much

initiation through the legislature to curtail these Acts on the pretext that they are being misused.

It has been decided to make serious efforts to stop this move of the legislature and ensure that

these Acts are implemented effectively.

25th Lecture on Ambedkar (6.12.2010): Ambedkar Memorial Trust has organized the 25th

Ambedkar lecture on theme Dalits and Land on the eve of Ambedkar’s death anniversary on

6th December at Press Club, Hyderabad. Bojja Tharakam has detailed about the trust, its

members, activities etc and has requested the participants to join as the life members of the

trust. DSS has joined as the life member of the trust. K R Venu Gopal IAS and the former

secretary to the prime minister of India have addressed the gathering on the theme Dalits

and Land. Recollecting his experiences as the collector has detailed about the tremendous

pressure and repurcutions he faced while sanctioning land to the dalits. He has said that the

politicians have even gone to the high court and procured orders stating that he should not

be posted as a collector any more. He also said that since generations the dalits are linked

with the land and they are the main factors of production and it is pitiable that they do not

possess any land. Therefore he requested the participants to put forth all their efforts to bring

pressure on the government and access land to the dalits.

Dalit Movements – Past, Present and the Future (11.12.2010): The SC/ST Employees

Association has organized a one day workshop for the dalit activists on the theme Dalit

Movement and its Past, Present and the Future on the eve of the completion of 25 years to

Dalit Movement on 11th December at Tenali. Elaborate speeches were given on the dalit

movement, the present scenario and the future direction. The Convener of DSS participating

as one of the guest has said that the women were not given any space in the movement;

likewise even the dalit women were not given any space in leadership because the men have

felt insecure. This drawback has lead to the failure of the dalit movement. Hence at least now

the dalit leaders should think of giving ample space to the dalit women in leadership and as

well as much focus on dalit women issues to achieve the desired goal of the dalit movements.
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News Paper Clippings
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